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AND 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c. 


*/  Strafford* 
MY  LORD, 

Hampton  Court,  2 ift  November,  17  ir. 

'EFORE  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Excellency's  feveral  letters,  or  give 
any  anfwer  to  the  particulars  contained  in 
them,  I  muft  acquaint  your  Excellency  with 
what  has  paffed  here,  in  the  conferences 
which  Mr.  Buys  has  had. 

On  Saturday  laft,  he  came  to  this  place, 
and  I  introduced  him,  in  the  evening,  to  a 
private  audience  of  the  Queen ;  he  fpoke  to 
her  Majefty  in  the  ftyle  of  the  refolution  of 
the  21  ft,  N.S.  and  laid  a  very  great  ftrefs 
upon  that  mark  of  deference,  which  his 
mafters  fhow  in  giving  up  even  their  own 
opinion,  to  comply  with  what  her  Majefty 

*  Public  letter. 

VOL.  II.  B  defirc 
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defires  of  them.  The  Queen  told  him,  that 
me  was  extremely  pleafed  to  hear,  that  the 
States  had  at  laft  repofed  that  confidence  in 
her,  which  {he  had  always  endeavoured  to 
deferve  of  them ;  that  they  mould  find  this 
confidence  not  ill  placed,  and  that  me  would 
iupport  their  intereft  to  the  utmoft,  in  the 
eniuing  treaty.  The  Queen  took  notice  very 
kindly  to  him,  of  the  part  that  me  believed 
he  had  acled  in  this  whole  affair ;  fhe  thanked 
him  for  the  juft  accounts  and  true  reprefen- 
tation,  which  he  had  fent  into  Holland  of 
what  paiTes  here.  The  Queen  concluded 
by  referring  him.  for  particulars  to  the  con- 
ferences, which  flie  had  appointed  to  be 
held  at  the  cockpit. 

On  .Monday  we  met  twice  at  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth's  office,  where  he  was  told  that 
the  Queen  had  directed  my  Lords  to  concert 
aqd  fettle  with  him,  firft,  the  time,  the 
place  of  congrefs,  and.  the  manner  of  invit- 
ing the  allies  to  it ;  after  which  they  would 
proceed  to  confider  the  particular  interefts  of 
the  feveral  allies ;  how  thofe  demands  mall 
be,  on  this  occafion,  ftated  ;  and  what  it 
may  be  proper  for  the  Queen  and  States 
jointly  to  infill:  upon.  The  refult  of  thefe 

conferences 
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conferences  was,  our  agreeing;  on  the  form 

*  o  .  o 

of  a  circular  letter,  copies  of  which,  both  in 
Latin  and  French,  are  inclofed  to  your  Ex- 
cellency ;  thofe  which  go  to  the  Emperor,  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  the  Elector  of  Hanover, 
and  the  Elector  Palatin,  have  been  fent  by 
me  to  their  refpeclive  minifters,  as  thofe  to 
the  King  of  Portugal,  and  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  have  been  given  to  their  minifters  by 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  The  reft  of  thefe 
letters,  except  that  for  the  Duke  of  Meck- 
lenburg, which  is  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Wich*, 
accompany  this  packet ;  and  I  am  directed 
by  her  Majefty  to  acquaint  your  Excellency, 
that  it  is  her  pleafure,  that  you  do  either  de- 
liver them  to  fuch  minifters  as  may  be 
proper  at  the  Hague,  or  get  them  fent  to 
the  Minifter  of  the  States,  where  they  have 
one,  and  the  Queen  has  none,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  Frankfort  and  Ratifbon. 

As  your  Excellency  has  given  notice  to 
France,  of  the  refolution  of  the  States,  fb 
(hall  I  do  of  what  has  followed  on  this  fide, 
and  of  the  difpatch  of  the  circular  letters  of 
invitation. 

*  Refidcnt  at  the  Hanfe  Towns, 

B2  The 
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The  extract  of  Mr.  Chetwynd's*  letter, 
will,  I  believe,  be  of  ufetoyour  Excellency, 
when  the  great  regard  which  we  ought  to 
have  to  the  Emperor,  is  thrown  in  your 
way.  It  is  very  hard,  after  all  the  Queen 
has  done  for  that  family,  and  for  that  Prince 

*  Refident  at  Genoa  ;  the  extract  is  as  follows : 

Exna:l   of  a  Letter  from   Mr.  W.    Chatiujnd   to  tie  Earl  tf 
Dartmouth. 

"  MY  LORD,  Genoa,  nth  O&ober,  1711,  N.S. 

"  GOING  on  hoard  to  wait  upon  the  King  of  Spain  ( i )  lying 
at  an  anchor  in  this  road,  his  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  call  me  to 
him,  and  afked  me,  whether  I  had  any  news  that  private  nego- 
ciations  were  carrying  on  for  a  peace  in  England  ?  My  aufiver 
was,  that  this  was  the  firft  fyllable  I  had  ever  heard  of  any  fuch 
thing ;  adding,  that  if  a  negociation  of  that  nature  was  on 
foot,  no  doubt  but  his  Majefty  would  have  been  informed  of 
it  by  Count  Gallas,  not  being  to  be  imagined  that  the  Queen, 
would  hearken  to  any  proportion  from  France,  without  com- 
municating them  immediately  to  his  Majefty's  minifter,  and 
to  others  of  the  allies. 

"  The  King  faid,  he  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  not  willing 
to  think  otherwife  ;  though  he  could  not  help  faying,  he  had 
reafon  at  the  fame  time  to  fufpecl:  what  had  been  fuggelled  to 
him  on  that  head,  purely  by  his  fubfidies  wanting  more  this 
year  than  ever,  and  by  the  little  care  taken  of  late  to  fupport 
the  war  in  Spain.  Continuing  on  this  fubjeft  for  fome  time, 
his  Majefty  at  laft  ended  by  telling  me,  that  if  he  did  not  find 
things  change,  and  more  fervour  in  England  to  fupport  affair* 
in  Spain,  he  fhould  be  obliged  the  firft  to  take  care  of  himfelf, 
as  he  did  not  doubt,  but  every  branch  of  the  alliance  would 
afterwards  do ;  and  defired  I  would  write  this  to  the  .Queen, 
affuring.her  Majefty,  however,  of  his  firmity,  fo  long  as  fhe  t 
would  ftand  by  him  and  affift  him.  Thefe  are,  to  the  beft  of 
my  remembrance,  the  exprcffions  the  King  made  ufe  of,  and 
what  I  thought  my  duty  to  inform  your  Lordfhip  of  by  the  firft 
occafion,  as  likewife  that  this  difcourfe  was  the  product  of 
fome  letters  the  King  had  received  that  morning  by  a  Courier 
from  Count  Gallas 

(i)  The  Archduke  Charles,  brother  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 

in 
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in  particular,  that  his  obligations  to  her  are 
to  be  forgot,  unlefs  fhe  continues  a  war,  the 
load  of  which,  has  already  half-ruined  her 
fubjecls,  and  which  is  become  impracticable' 
by  his  own  fault,  and  by  that  of  his  brother. 

There  comes  like  wife  inclofed,  a  copy  of 
the  article,  figned  by  Mefnager  *,  which 
relates  to  the  intereft  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 
I  remember,  that  fome  time  ago,  I  writ  to 
your  Excellency  fully  upon  that  fubjecl:,  and 
fliall  therefore  avoid  any  unneceflary  repe- 
tition here. 

It  is  now  pail  twelve  o'clock,  fo  that  I  dif- 
patch  the  mefTenger,  left  the  packet-boat, 

*  "  Article  Separe. 

tl  Le  Roi  promet  de  rendre  a  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye, 
les  domaines  et  territoires  qui  apparknoient  a  ce  Prince  au 
commencement  de  la  prefente  guerre,  et  que  fa  Majeite  pofsede 
preTentement;  atfurant  de  plus,  qu'elle  confemira  qu'il  foit 
encore  cede  a  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye  telles  autres  places 
en  Italic  qu'on  trouvera  neceflaire  au  fens  des  traites  faits  entre 
ce  Prince  et  fes  allies.  / 

"  En  vertu  du  plein  pouvoir  du  Roi,  doht  nous  avons  fourni 
copie,  fign£e  de  notre  main,  nous  fouffigne,  Chevalier  lie  fon 
ordre  de  St.  Michel,  depute  au  Confeil  de  Commerce,  avons 
arrete  le  prefent  article  preliminaire ;  &  promettons  au  nom 
de  fa  Majefte,  qu'il  aura  i"on  effet  &  execution  en  cas  de  figna- 
ture  de  la  paix  generale,  comme  s'iletoit  infere  dans  les  autres 
articles  preliminaires  de  nous  arretes  ce  jourd'hui.  En  foi  de 
quoi  nous  avons  fign6,  et  mis  le  cachet  <|e  nos  armes.  Fait  a. 
Londres,  le  vingt-feptieme  Septembre,  Vieux  Stile,  et  du 
nouveau  le  huiticme  Oftobre,  mille  fept  cents  onze. 

(L.  S.)  «  MESNAGER." 

J3  3  which 
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which  flays  at  Harwich  for  him,  mould  be 
too  long  detained ;  at  the  end  of  the  week 
I  fhall  fend  another,  and  by  that  opportunity 
(hall  add,  what  I  now  omit. 

J  am,  &c. 

"'&<?          H.  St.  JOHN. 


?o  the  Earl  of  Str afford*. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  23d  November,  1711, 
THERE  has  been  a  conference  this  morn^ 
ing,  at  the  cock-pit,  with  Moniieur  Buys, 
wherein  feveral  incidents  happened,  which 
took  up  the  whole  time,  and  which  hindered 
us  from  going  upon  the  fubjecl:  for  which  we 
were  immediately  fummoned. 

To-morrow,  at  twelve,  we  meet  again, 
and,  I  hope,  we  {hall  then  make  fome  pro- 
grefs  towards  knowing  each  others  minds 

o  o 

as  to  the  points  proper  to  be  jointly  infifted 
upon  in  the  future  negociation. 

The  Minifters  of  King  Auguftus,  and  of 
the  Eleclor  Palatine,  prefled  very  hard  to 
have  circular  letters  of  invitation  addrefled 

*     ublic  letter. 
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to  their  mafters,  in  the  fame  form  as  to  the 
other  Princes  and  States  who  have  entered 
fpecifically  into  the  grand  alliance. 

The  former  pretended  the  merit  of  his 
mafter  in  the  war,  and  his  quality  of  Vicar 
of  the  Empire  ;  he  urged,  indeed,  that  as 
Elector  of  Saxony  he  had  acceded,  to  ufe 
the  term  of  art,  to  the  aforementioned  al- 
liance, but  of  this  he  eould  produce  no  proofs, 
neither  do  we  find  any. 

The  latter  not  only  fet  forth  thefe  preten- 
fions,  but  infifled  pofitively,  that  his  mafter 
had,  before  the  King's  death,  been  invited 
into  the  grand  alliance,  and  that  he  had  en- 
tered into  the  fame  in  form,  and  of  this  we 
find  fome  evidence  in  our  books. 

There  is  an  entry  of  a  letter  from  the 
Elector  Palatine  to  the  late  king,  of  the 
22d  November,  1701,  wherein  he  recites 
fuch  an  invitation,  and  accepts  it ;  accedo 
&  pagina  annexe  fubfcribo,  fays  the  letter, 
but  the  original,  or  any  copies  of  the  an- 
nexed paper,  is  not  to  be  found. 

The  opinion  of  the  Lords,  in  concert 
with  Mr.  Buys,  and  to  which  I  make  no 
doubt  but  her  Majefty  will  agree  to-morrow, 
3t  her  return  from  Hampton  Court,  was, 

B  4  that 
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that  a  letter  of  invitation  fhould  be  writ  to 
the  Eledtor  Palatine,  as  a  member  of  the 
grand  alliance  ;  and  that  two  others  fhould 

o 

be  writ,  to  him,  and  to  King  Augufhis,  in 
the  quality  of  Vicars,  but  that  thefe  mould 
be  {imply  letters  of  notification. 

On  coniideration  of  your  Excellency's 
difpatch  of  the  27th,  my  Lords  were  of  opi- 
nion that  her  Majefty  mould  pleafe  to  con- 
firm, by  her  orders,  all  that  you  gave  as 
advice  to  Mr.  Cadogan.  Buys  had  nothing 
to  fay  in  defence  either  of  the  treaty  of  con-c 
tributions*,  or  of  the  concealment  of  it  from 
her  Majefty's  fervants. 

There  can  be  no  room  to  doubt  of  the 
Queen's  approbation  of  this  minute  of  the 
Committee  of  council,  fince  it  is  agreeable 
to  all  her  declarations.  Monfieur  Buys  was 
defired  to  write  upon  the  fubjecl  into  Hol- 
land, and  I  think  your  Excellency  ought  to 

*  The  Editor  has  an  original  Wmoire,  fent,  in  January, 
1712-13,  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  by  Mr.  Harrifon,  entitled, 
Memoirs  de  ce  que  ies  Et^< ;-Gentraux  ont  tire  des  Contributions  & 
autres  des  Pays-Ba  ,  depuis  It  Commencement  de  la  Guerre^  jnfqu'a 
VAn  1712  ;  by  this  it  appears  that  the  Dutch,  in  the  conquered 
countries,  referred  to  themfel/es  taxes,  cuftoms,  &c.  and 
under  the  name  of  contributions,  fubf.dcs,  aides,  droits  d'entrie 
y  defortir,  drew  an  immenfe  revenue  from  French  and 
Spanifn  Flanders. 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C.  9 

to  preis  the  Dutch,  the  Imperialifts, 
and  all  the  other  friends  of  war,  and  enemies 
of  peace,  to  exert  themfelves,  to  prepare  for 
the  next  campaign,  and  to  (how  by  then- 
actions  that  they  defign  to  proceed  with 
greater  vigour  than  they  have  hitherto  done  ; 
for,  my  Lord,  it  were  better  that  any  peace 
were  made,  than  that  Britain  continued  to 
empty  the  bottom  of  her  bag  for  thofe  who 
will  not  retrench  even  fuperfluities  for  them« 
felves. 

The  laft  point  which  was  this  morning  in 
debate,  Monlieur  Buys  ftarted,  and  though 
he  did  not  fay  he  had  inftruclions  to  infift 
upon  it  before  he  delivered  the  paflports,  yet 
he  did  not  deny  it,  when  the  queftion  was 
put  to  him. 

This  proportion  was,  that  France  ihould 
be  acquainted,  the  Queen  and  States  infifU 
that  the  Minifters  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou, 
and  of  the  ci-devant  Electors  of  Bavaria  and 
Cologne,  {hall  not  come  into  the  congrefs, 
until  thofe  points  which  may  relate  to  them 
are  adjufted  ;  and  that,  farther,  the  Queen 
and  the  States  are  firmly  refolved  not  to 
lend  paffports  for  the  Minifters  of  France, 
unlefs  the  French  King  do  previoufly  declare, 

that 
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that  the  exclufion  of  the  before-mentioned 
Minifters  fhall  occafion  no  delay  to  the  pro^ 
grefs  of  the  treaty. 

This  minute  has  been  taken  ad  referendum, 
and  will  be  laid  before  the  Queen  to-morrowf 
I  fhall  not  fail  to"  acquaint  your  Excellency 
by  the  mail  of  Tuefday,  with  her  Majefty's 
determination  upon  it ;  in  the  mean  time, 
there  can  be  no  difpute,  but  that  thefe  Mi- 
nifters muft  not  be  received  until  what  re* 
lates  to  their  matters  is  fettled  in  the  con-* 
grefs,  and  the  only  difficulty  feems  to  be  in 
point  of  time,  whether  the  paflports  fhould 
not  be  fent  to  France,  and  this  declaration 
accompany  them. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  would  offer  it  to  your 
Excellency,  to  turn  your  thoughts  how  you 
3re  to  lay  down  your  character  of  Ambaffa- 
<dor,  at  Utrecht,  whilft  you  act  as  Plenipo- 
tentiary in  the  treaty  of  peace.  I  have 
a  confufed  notion  that  there  are  precedents 
of  this  kind,  if  the  particulars  occur  to  me, 
|  will  communicate  them  to  you. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  St.  JOHN. 

}  haye  received  your  letter  by  Major  Cecil, 

and 
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and  fhall  be  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
ferve  fo  honeft  a  man. 


A  Monfieur  de 

MONSIEUR, 
De  WhitehaH,  ce  25me  Novembre,  V.S.  1711, 

LA  lettre  ci-jointe'*,  a  etc"  ecrite  a  Tin- 
ftance  du  Miniftre  des  Etats-Generaux,  qui 
a.  infifte  de  recevoir  la  declaration  qu'on  y 
demande  avant  que  d'envoyer  les  paiTeports 
pour  vos  plenipotentiaires.  La  Reine  a 
confenti  d'autant  plus  facilement  a  faire 
cette  demarche,  parce  qu'elle  ne  doute  pas 
que  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  ne  leve  d'a- 
bord  la  difficulte,  &  que  par  confequent,  le 
congres  ne  s'ouvre  au  jour  qui  a  etc  fixe. 

II  faut,  Monfieur,  que  ceux  qui  fou- 
haitent  la  paix  s*entr'aident  de  part  &  d'au- 
tre,  &  travaillent  a  finir  le  traite  afTez  a 
terns  pour  ne  pas  etre  expofes  aux  evene- 
mens  d'une  autre  campagne.  Nous  ferons 
Jout  ce  qui  depend  de  nous,  pour  fixer  les 
pretenfions  de  nos  allies,  &:  nous  efperons 

*  To  Torcy,  of  the  fame  dat?, 
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par  ce  moyen  faciliter  &  abreger  Touvrage 
de  Meffieurs  les  Pienipotentiaires. 

Je  vous  fuis  extremement  oblige  de  1'hon- 
neur  de  votre  lettre  du  i8me  de  ce  mois, 
que  j'ai  recue  par  le  Sieur  Gaultier  ;  &  je 
vous  prie  d'etre  perfuade  qu'on  fe  fervira  du 
memoire*  qu'il  nous  a  remis  avec  beaucoup 
de  reteuue,  &  que  le  fecret  fera  inviolable- 


ment  garde. 


Je  fills,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN, 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 

i 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  251116  Novembre,   1711, 
LES  Seigneurs  Etats-Generaux  des  Pro- 

o 

vinces  Unies,  ayant  concouru  par  leur  re- 
iolution'du  2 1  me  de  ce  mois,  N.S.  avec  fa 
Majefte,  pour  faciliter  I'ouverture  d'une  ne- 
gociation  d'iine  paix  bonne  &  generale,  j'ai 
ordre  de  vous  communiquer  ce  qui  a  ete 
refolu  d'un  commun  concert,  entre  fa  Ma- 


*  This  Mc.<r.eiret  which  contained  the  conceflions  intended 
by  France  ab  the  bafis  of  a  general  peace,  will  appear  in  the 

iequeL 

jefte 
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jefte   &  les   dits   Seigneurs    Etats,    a  cette 
fin  : 

Preraierement,  Lc  lieu  qui  a  paru  le  plus 
propre  pour  le  Congres,  a  etc  la  ville  d'U- 
trecht*. 

Secondement,  Le  douzieme  de  Janvier 
prochain,  N.S.  a  etc  fixe  pour  1'ouverture 
du  dit  Congres. 

Troiiiemement,  II  a  ete  arrete  que  les 
Miniftres  de  la  Reirfe,  &  les  Seigneurs  Etats 
s'y  renclront  en  qualite  de  Minidres  Pleni- 
potentiaires,  &  qu'ils  ne  prendront  fur  eux 
le  caraftere  d'Ambafladeurs  que  le  jour  de 
la  iignature  de  la  paix,  arm  d'eviter,  le 
plus  qu'il  fera  poffible,  1'embarras  des  ce- 
remonies, &  les  longueurs  qui  en  pour- 
roient  naitre. 

Quatriemement,  La  Reine,  &  les  Seig- 
neurs Etats-Generaux  des  Provinces  Unies, 
infiftent  que  les  Miniftres  du  Due  d'An- 
jou,  &  des  ci-devant  Eledleurs  de  Baviere  &: 
Cologne,  n'entreront  pas  au  Congres  jufqu'a 
ce  que  les  points  qui  les  pourroient  regar- 

*  Between  Penfionary  Heinfius  and  the  French  Miniftiy, 
no  good  underftanding  iubfilled  :  the  Penfionary  was  Kteptr 
of  the  Seals,  and,  consequently,  could  not  leave  the  Ha^ue ; 
therefore,  to  prevent  his  being  a  Plenipotent;ary  nt  the  Con- 
grefs,  the  French  Miniftry  intentionally  left  llic  Hague  out  of 
the  lift  of  places  for  treating. 

der 
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der  aient  ete  ajuftes.     Et   la   Reine,  &  les 

dits  Seigneurs  Etats  font  fermement  refblus 

o 

de  ne  pas  envoyer  les  pafleports  pour  les 
Miniftres  de  France,  que  le  Roi  Tres  Chre- 
tien n'ait  prealablement  declare  que  Tab- 
fence  des  Miniftres  fufmentionnes,  ne  tar- 
dera  pas  le  progres  de  la  negociation. 

Des  lettres  circulaires  ont  ete  deja  ecrites 
par  fa  Majefte  a  tous  les  allies  qui  font  en- 
gages dans  la  prefente-  guerre,  en  confor- 
mite  des  trois  premiers  articles  ci-deifus 
fp6cifies ;  &  la  Reine  m'ordonne  de  vous 
faire  favoir,  que  d'aborde  qu'elle  recevra  la 
declaration  de  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne, 
fur  le  dernier  de  ces  quatre  articles,  les 
pafleports  qui  font  prefentement  ici  en  blanc, 
vous  feront  envoyes,  les  noms  de  Monfieur 
le  Marechal  d'Uxelles,  de  Monfieur  1'Abbe 
Polignac,  &  du  Sieur  Mefnager  y  etant  in- 
feres,  a  moins  que  le  Roi  n'ak  fait  quelque 
changement  a  la  premiere  nomination  de 
fes  Plenipotentiaires,  dont  vous  m'avez  don- 
ne  part. 

Comme  non-feulement  les  Miniftres  de 
fa  Majefte,  mais  auffi  de  pluiieurs  de  ceux 
de  fes  allies,  qui  doivent  affifter  au  traite 
de  paix  futur  font  prefentement  ici,  j'ai  a 

vous 
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vous    prier,    Monfieur,    de    m'envoyer    les 
pafleports    necefTaires,  pour   qu'ils    puiflent 
fe  rendre  en  Hollandc  avec  plus  de  furete. 
Je  fuis,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN. 


To  the  Earl  of  Strafford*. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  November  2  7  th,   1711. 

I  ACKNOWLEDGE  the  honour  of  your 
Excellency's  letters  of  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber, and  of  the  4th,  N.S. 

To  tell  you  that  the  Queen  is  extremely 
fatisfied  with  your  conduct,  is  no  compli- 
ment, but  flriclly  the  truth.  In  the  midfl: 
of  clamour,  as  well  as  artifice,  you  have 
purfued  her  Majefty's  inftruclions  with  that 
ileadinefs  and  vigour,  which  only  could  have 
produced  the  compliance  we  now  meet 
with. 

Your  Excellency  may  depend  upon  my 
exactnefs  in  fending  you  accounts  of  all  that 
paflfes  relating  to  the  negociation.  I  know 
too  well  how  necefTary  it  is,  that  you 


*  Public  Letter. 
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fhould  have  air  the  light,  and  all  the  af- 
fiance we  can  procure  for  you,  to  omit  any 
article  of  this  kind. 

Her  Majefty,  having  approved  of  the  mi- 
nute of  council,  which  was  drawn  on  th& 
proportion  made  by  Monfieur  Buys,  I  wrote 
to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  on.  Sunday,  and  a 
copy  of  my  letter  comes  herewith  inclofed. 

The  truth  is,  the  caution  appeared  to 
every  one  here  entirely  vain  ;  fince,  in  com- 
mon fenfe,  the  Minifters  of  thofe  three 
princes  can  be  no  parties  at  the  treaty,  until 
their  mailers'  interefts  are  fettled,  and  until 
it  be  agreed  in  what  qualities  they  ih all  be 
acknowledged  by  the  allies ;  fnlce,  if  the 
condition  of  France  be  as  bad  as  the  ad- 
vocates for  war  pretend,  and  as  I  incline  to 
believe  it  is,  we  have  no  reafon  to  ima- 
gine the  French  will,  by  artificial  delays, 
expofe  this  treaty  to  the  events  of  another 
campaign ;  and  lince,  from  the  firft  moment 
that  there  have  been  pour-parlers  about  the 
peace,  it  has  been  always  underfrood  and 
agreed  that  the  negociation  mould  be  fingly 
carried  on  with  France. 

However,  the  Queen,  who  is  defirous  in 

every  thing,    where   her  honour,    and  the 

3  intereft 
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intereft  of  Britain  will  allow  thereof,  to 
comply  with  the  meafures  of  the  States, 
and  the  propofals  of  their  Minifters,  thought 
fit  to  give  way  upon  this  occafion  ;  conn* 
dering  farther,  that  the  anfwer  to  my  letter 
may  return  time  enough  for  the  pafTports  to 
be  fent  from  hence  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight. 

The  hopes  which  Monfieur  Buys  has  giv- 
en to  his  matters  concerning  their  barrier 
and  commerce  are  very  well  founded.  We 
have  not  yet  entered  into  any  particulars 
with  him  upon  that  head  ;  to-morrow,  I 
believe,  we  mail ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
I  think  your  Excellency  will  do  well  to 
renew  the  Queen's  aflurances  to  them. 

You  may  imagine  it  was  fome  check  to 
us,  to  find 'that  feveral  Minifters  among 
the  States,  had  expreffed  their  diflike  of 
the  Queen's  proceedings,  and  even  of  their 
own  concurrence  with  them •>  and  he  muft 
play  a  very  dangerous  game,  who  mows  all 
his  cards  to  the  man  that  bets  openly  on  the 
other  fide.  But  they  begin,  however,  now 
to  take  the  fure,  and,  I  add,  the  only  way  of 
obtaining  the  Queen's  confidence.  Monfieur 
Buys  muft  have  juftice  done  him,  his  con- 
duel  here  has  been  irreproachable,  though 

VOL.  II.  C  manv 
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many  temptations   and    many  fnares   were 
laid  in  his  way. 

As  to  the  reft  of  our  allies,  they  will  have 
no  reafon  to  complain,  and  her  Majefty  com- 
mands me  particularly  to  mention  to  yovrr 
Excellency,  the  pleafure  with  which  fhe 
received  the  account  which  your  laft  dif- 
patches  gave  of  the  King  of  PruffiVs  con- 
duct, and  of  his  anfvver  to  the  extraordi- 
nary letter  of  the  Emperor.  The  Queen, 
my  Lord,  expected  no  lefs  from  the  affec- 
tion of  fo  good  an  allyr  and  from  the  gene- 
roiity  of  fo  great  a  prince ;  and  fhe  is  firm- 
ly refolved  to  fhow  her  fenfe  of  the  obliga- 
tion, by  fupporting  the  interefts  of  his  Pruf- 
fian  Majefty,  in  the  courfe  of  this  negocia- 
ticn,  and  by  taking  all  opportunities  of 
uniting,  ftill  more  clofely,  the  bands  of  al- 
liance between  the  two  crowns,  as  well 
during  the  war,  as  after  the  peace. 

When  we  have  gone  over  the  particular 
interefts  of  the  allies  with  Monfieur  Buys, 
I  mail  be  able  to  fpeak  more  clearly,  and 
with  better  authority  to  your  Excellency,, 
than  I  can  do  at  prefent,  for  which  reafon 
I  avoid  entering  on  that  fubject. 

I  hope,  that  long  before  this  reaches  you, 

-i  i  out 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C.  jg 

our  letters  will  be  come  to  hand,  with  the 
accounts  of  the  fteps  made  here,  in  con- 
cert with  Mr.  Buys,  when  we  firft  received 
•the  resolution  of  the  States,  of  the  21  ft  of 
laft  month  ;  and  that,  by  confequence,  the 
Miniflers  will  be  no  more  in  doubt,  whom 
your  Excellency  reprefents  under  fo  much 
.uneafinefs. 

As  to  my  little  friend,  Del  Borgo,  be 
pleafed  to  let  him  know,  that  if  his  intel- 
ligence concerning  a  treaty,  figned  with 
Mefhager,  cofls  him  any  thing,  it  cofts  him 
too  much ;  and  methinks,  after  fo  many 
fblemn  affurances  on  the  Queen's  part,  that 
fhe  has  made  no  feparate  treaty  with  the 
enemy,  it  does  not  very  well  become  him, 
or  any  one  elfe,  to  fuppofe  it. 

Mr.  Tilfon  *  takes  care  to  fend  your  Ex- 
cellency a  copy  of  what  I  write  to  Mr. 
Scott,  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  North, 
which  is  all  that  her  Majefty  thinks  can  be 
refolved  upon  at  this  time,  and  in  thefe  cir- 
cumftances. 

We  mail  prefs  on  here  as  much  as  pof- 
iible,  the  recruit  of  our  troops,  and  the  pre- 

*  One  of  the  Undersecretaries  in  Lord  Bolingbroke's  office. 
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parations   for  the  next  year,   in   order    t<5 
which,   feveral   treaties   are  to  be  renewed. 
I  do  not  forefee  any  great  difficulty  in  any, 
except  that  of  Saxony,    and  that  of  Den- 
mark.    Surely,  my  Lord,   both  thefe  might 
be  made  on  eafier  terms,  whilft  there  is  an 
expectation  of  a  peace  with  France,  and  by 
confequence  of  our  being  no  longer  in  the 
condition  of  receiving  the  law.     The  Queen 
defires  your  Excellency  mould  fpeak  with 
the  Penfionary  in  this  affair,    and  particu- 
larly tell  him,  that  me  hopes  the  States  will 
agree  with  her,  in  chooling  rather  not  to 
have  the  Saxon  troops  at  all,  than  to  have 
them  on  fuch   precarious  terms,  and  in  fb 
lamentable  a  ftate,  as  we  had  them  the  laft 
fummer.  ; . 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  St.  JOHN. 


To  the  Earl  of  Str afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  November  2yth,  1711. 
HURRIED  as  I  am,   you  mall  have  two 
words  in  private  from    me. 

I  cannot   help  thinking,  your  anfwer  to 

the 
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the  Penfionary  very  juft,  and  I  fuppofe  your 
Excellency  will  hear  no  more  of  that  com- 
plaint ;  they  mould  be  lefs  apt  to  difpute 
with  the  Queen,  about  a  prerogative  which 
they  have  been  obliged  to  her  for  getting, 
and  muft  be  obliged  to  her  for  keeping. 

Barlow's  fimplicity  was  very  ridiculous ; 
the  fellow  is,  I  think,  firiclly  honeft  and 
punctual,  and  I  have  always  J:rufted  him. 
We  are,  in  truth,  ill  provided  with  meffen- 
gers,  and  it  is  a  little  abfurd  that  they,  whofe 
only  bufinefs  is  to  attend  the  Secretaries  of 
State,  and  to  be  employed  by  them,  are  un- 
der the  Chamberlain's  direction.  The  Duke 
of  Shrewfbury  has  had  but  one  vacancy  in 
his  time. 

The  paragraph  in  my  public  letter,  relat- 
ing to  the  King  of  Prullia,  is  calculated 
for  your  Excellency,  to  mow  his  Minifter, 
or  to  fend  to  Berlin,  according  to  her  Ma- 
jefty's  order. 

The  Parliament  is  prorogued  to  the  7th 
of  next  month,  at  which  time  we  mall  fit 
without  fail. 

I  am,  ever,  &c. 
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To  the  Earl  of  Stratford*. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  3Oth  November,  1711. 
A  COMMISSION  is  ordered  to  be  pre- 
pared to  pafs  under  the  great  feal,  em- 
powering your  Excellency  to  renew  fuch 
treaties  for  troops,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
next  year,  as  are  neceffary.  Some  of  them, 
as  particularly  that  with  the  Elector  of  Ha- 
nover, are  matters  of  form,  and  have  been 
yearly  renewed  in  the  fame  words ;  but 
.others  will,  perhaps,  meet  with  fome  dif- 
ficulties, and  require  your  Excellency's  ad- 
drefs  in  getting  them  fettled  advantageoufly. 
When  the  full  power  is  ready,  I  will  take 
care  to  have  it  difpatched  to  you. 

In  the  mean  time,  your  Excellency  will 
be  pleafed  to  turn  your  thoughts  that  way, 
and  forward  the  matter  as  much  as  poffible. 
As  to  the  renewal  of  the  treaties  for  the 
Danifh  troops,  and  thofe  of  King  Auguflus, 
that  will  depend  on  the  negociations  at  the 
Hague;  and  your  Excellency  is  already  fuffi- 
ciently  inftrucled  concerning  the  Queen's 
intentions,  for  your  conduct  in  that  affair, 

*  Public  letter, 
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In  relation  to  the  Pruffian  troops,  it  is 
her  Majefty's  pleafure,  that  you  fhould  con- 
fult  with  the  States,  how  we  (hall  beft  fecure 
the  fervice  of  that  whole  corps  for  another 
year,  if  we  want  them,  without  any  danger 
of  having  them  withdrawn,  particularly  in 
regard  to  the  eight  thoufand  men  in  Italy  ; 
the  treaty  for  which,  I  find,  has  not  been 
renewed  for  thefe  two  years  paft,  but  their 
fervice  has  been  continued,  upon  a  promife 
of  paying  them  as  before,  though  the  treaty 
were  not  made  in  form* 

Upon  this  fubjecl:,  I  muft  inform  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  Monfieur  Bonet*  has  procured 
a  full  power  to  himfelf  to  (ign  a  convention, 
for  the  Queen's  two-thirds  of  the  feventy 
thoufand  crowns,  demanded  for  the  charge 
of  recruiting  the  Italian  corps ;  he  got  this 
power  fent  to  him  from  his  court,  upon  an. 
objection  made  by  Mr.  Brydges,  the  pay- 
mafter  of  the  forces,  among  other  expedients 
ufed  to  delay  the  payment  of  that  money  as 
long  as  poffible,  that  he  could  not  have  his 
accounts  pafled,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
exchequer,  unlefs  the  demand  he  made  was 
grounded  upon  fome  formal  agreement  be- 

*  The  Pruffian  Refident. 

C  4  tween 
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tween  the  two  crowns.  But  I  find  this  full 
power  to  have  only  a  retrofpecl,  and  to  au- 
thorize him  no  farther  than  to  fign  a  con- 
vention for  the  year  1710,  and  for  this  year; 
which  feems  a  little  abfurd.  However,  the 
artifice  that  lies  hid  under  this  proceeding, 
is  to  get  this  arrear  paid  before  they  enter 
upon  any  treaty  with  us  for  the  continuance 
of  their  troops  in  our  fervice  this  next  year ; 
which  is  jufl  the  thing  we  ought  to  avoid, 
fince  we  may  certainly  make  a  new  treaty 
much  more  eafily,  and  upon  better  terms, 
whiLft  we  keep  fuch  a  fum  of  money  in  our 
hands,  than  we  mould,  if  we  once  let  it  go. 

o 

We  hope  we  mall  be  able  to  make  this 
treaty  without  any  fuch  demands  from  the 
Piuflian  court,  as  hindered  the  renewing-  of 

o 

it  for  thefe  two  laft  years,  and  without  any 
other  demands  which  may  entangle  us  frill 
farther,  and  draw  us  into  frem  expences,  or 
other  inconveniencies  ;  and,  in  that  cafe, 
I  believe  the  Queen  would  be  glad  to  have 
the  renewal  made  in  form,  otherwife  your 
Excellency  will  pleafe  to  ipeak  to  the  Pen* 
fionary  concerning  the  propereft  expedient 
for  being  fure  of  thefe  troops ;  which  in  all 
likelihood  will  be  lefs  difficult,  lince  at  this 

time 
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time  that  the  negotiations  of  peace  are  go- 
ing to  be  opened,  the  King  of  Pruffia  will 
ftand  fo  much  in  need  of  her  Majefty's  good 
offices  in  his  pretenfions. 

What  your  Excellency  mentions  in  your's 
of  the  2d  of  December,  from  Monfieur 
GerfdorfF*,  has  been  done  already ;  and  it  is 
fome  time  ago  fince  her  Majefty  wrote  fuch 
a  letter  as  is  defired  to  the  Eledrefs  Dowager 
of  Saxony  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  danger  of 
the  young  Prince  Eledoral's  changing  hifc 
religion. 

The  conferences  continue  with  Monfieur 
Buys;  but  I  muft  fay  upon  no  very  good 
foot,  in  my  opinion,  fince  he  is  not  empow- 
ered to  agree  to  any  thing  relating  to  our 
common  interefts  in  the  future  treaty,  fince 
he  can  only  fpeak  as  Monfieur  Buys,  and 
expects  that  we  mould  fpeak  from  the 
Queen. 

In  a  week's  time  I  mall  be  able  to  fend 
your  Excellency  the  refult  of  thefe  debates. 

The  Count  de  MafFei  was  this  morning  at 
the  cockpit,  with  the  Lords  of  the  Council. 
He  prefTed  with  great  earneftnefs  that  the 
Queen  would  enter  into  an  immediate  and 

*  Saxon  Envoy  to  the  States-General. 
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formal  engagement  with  his  mailer,  both  as 
to  his  barrier  agamft  France,  and  as  to  his 
aggrandifement  on  the  fide  of  Italy.  An 
anfwer  will  in  the  beginning  of  the  next 
week,  be  given  him,  when  his  inftances  have 
been  reported  to  the  Queen. 

On  the  head  of  the  barrier,  there  can  be 
no  difficulty  ;  our  engagements  and  the  com- 
mon interefr,  exact  from  us  that  we  mould 
take  care  of  his  fecurity.  His  aggrandife- 
ment is  a  matter  of  more  difficult  difcufiion, 
and  will  depend  on  the  difpofition  of  the 
Spanifh  monarchy,  I  am,  &c. 

H.  St.  JOHN. 


To  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  November  30,    1711. 

THERE  are  fo  many  things  are  proper  or 
even  neeelfary  to  be  faid  to  your  Excellency, 
which  are,  at  the  fame  time,  not  conveni- 
ently to  be  inferted  in  a  public  difpatch,  that 
I  am  obliged  to  give  you,  almoft  every  poft, 
the  trouble  of  a  private  letter. 

I  muft  obferve,  and  I  think  your  Excel- 
lency may  give  the  hints  fometimes  where 

you 
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you  are,  that  they  do  not  entirely  keep  up 
with  the  Queen  to  that  character  of  confi- 
dence and  open  heartednefs,  which  they  re- 
commend to  our  practice,  as  abiblutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  both 
nations  in  this  critical  conjuncture  of  affairs.1 
We  have  for  many  months  infmuated  to  the 
Dutch  Ministers  ;  nay,  your  Excellency,  be- 
fore you  came  from  Holland  in  the  fummer, 
actually  and  exprefsly  told  the  Penfionary, 
that  the  Queen  intended  to  proceed  without 
any  referve  towards  the  States,  that  flie  was 
ready  to  give  and  to  receive  a  free  commu- 
nication of  thoughts,  and  to  concert  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  England  and  Holland  might 

o  o 

act  as  one  power.  What  has  all  this  pro- 
duced ?  For  feveral  months  Vryberge  was 
here  whom  we  could  not  trait  ;  after  that, 
no  minuter,  on  their  part,  refided  at  the 
Queen's  court ;  when  your  Excellency  came 
over,  they  refufed  to  inftruct  you  in  any 
particulars ;  and  now  the  Penfionary  of  Am- 
fterdarri  is  here,  he  neither  knows  the  minds 
of  his  matters  on  the  fubject  of  the  barrier, 
commerce,  or  any  other  head.  My  .Lord, 
we  are  not  deceived,  we  fee  through  this 
flight  veil.  They  propofe  two  things  to 

themfelves, 
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themfelves,  firft  pumping  our  fecret,  and 
engaging  the  Queen,  without  difclofmg  their 
own,  or  binding  themfelves.  Secondly,  they 
appear  to  negociate,  and  by  this  amufement 
gain  time,  till  they  fee  what  turn  the  parli- 
ament will  take,  and  what  is  likely  to  be 
the  effecT:  of  the  cabals  of  their  friends  the 
Whigs  :  by  thefe  artifices  they  may  hurt  the 
common  intereft,  but  they  will  do  themfelves 
no  fervice. 

I  find  the  Duke  of  Savoy  grows  cool,  as 
to  the  propofition  of  marriage ;  he  would 
fain  get  the  reft  of  Milan,  under  pretence  of 
being  recompenced  for  the  lofs  of  his  rever- 
iion  of  the  Spanim  monarchy  ;  and  he  likes 
the  fortune  beft  without  the  wife,  or  elfe 
hopes  to  obtain  fomething  farther  as  a  dower 
with  the  Arch-Duchefs.  Is  it  importable 
that  this  new  turn  may  be  taken  in  concert 
with  France  ?  I  hope  the  King  of  Pruffia 
will  be  pleafed  with  the  Queen's  fenfe  of  his 
proceeding.  We  know  very  well  how  much 
his  conduct  muft  be  owing  to  your  Excel- 
lency's good  council ;  and  prevalent  influ- 
ence. Mr.  Breton  will  go  to  Berlin  in  a 
fhort  time ;  but  as  he  is  not  yet  declared,  I 

defire 
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defire  yoti  to  mention  his  name  yet  a  while 
to  nobody.     I  am  ever,  my  Lord,  &c. 


To  the  Ear  I  of  Str  afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  December  4,  1711. 
AS  I  fat  down  early  this  morning  to  begin 
my  difpatches,  in  anfwer  to  your  Excellency's 
letters  of  the  8th   and   nth,  N.S.  Barlow 
arrived,  and  brought  me  thofe  of  the  1 2th. 
I  muft  begin  by  taking  notice  of  thofe 
frequent  reproaches  which  I  meet  with  from 
your  Excellency,  as  if  you  was  not  trufted 
even  in  thofe  matters  which  belong  to  the 
negociation  at  this  time  in  your  hands. 

I  am  forry,  my  Lord,  that  my  manner 
of  aclingjs  fo  awkward  as  to  make  me  ap- 
pear referved,  where  I  endeavour  moft  to  be 
frank.  On  the  other  fide,  your  Excellency 
muft  allow  me  to  tell  you,  that  you  very  fre- 
quently over-think  the  point,  imagine  great 
fecrets  to  lie  latent  where  really  there  are 
none ;  and,  by  confequence,  blame  your 
friends  for  not  communicating  what  they  do 
not  know.  Betides,  there  are  fome  things 
ef  no  fmall  confequence  that  efcape  me  hi 

writing, 
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writing,  like  the  prorogation  of  the  parlia- 
ment. Thefe  become  matters  of  moment 
in  Holland,  and  your  Excellency  wonders 
that  you  do  not  hear  of  them  from  me.  For 
God's  fake,  my  Lord,  lay  afide  thefe  jealou- 
fies ;  little  omiffions  would  be  made  fome- 
times  by  the  greateft  men,  if  they  were  in- 
volved in  as  much  bufmefs  as  the  Queen 
thinks  fit  to  truft  to  me,  much  more  may  I 
be  allowed  to  miftake.  The  tenor  of  my 
conduct  mall  be  always  right ;  and  as  to  your 
Excellency  in  particular,  I  am  not  conlcious 
to  myfelf  that  in  the  leaft  article  I  have  ever 
departed  from  the  ftricleft  friendmip,  and 
the  moft  unlimited  confidence. 

You  will  be  of  opinion,  I  believe,  when 
you  have  read  my  tedious  relation,  that  the 
Queen's  fervants  have  left  Buys  without  any 
reproach  to  make.  Since  he  firit  fpoke 
againft  the  method  of  proceeding  without 
Ipecific  preliminaries,  1  do  not  know  that  he 
has  either  inftruclions  or  powers  upon  any 
one  article ;  and  yet  whenever  he  has  called 
upon  my  Lords,  to  open  themfelves  to  him, 
they  have  done  it  with  the  utmoft  franknefs. 

I  think  your  Excellency  mould  take  the 
trouble  of  talking  with  the  Peniionary,  with 

Mqnfieur 
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Monfieur  Goflinga*,  and  with  any  others 
who  may  be  well  iritentioned,  and  yet  itn- 
pofed  upon  by  falfe  alarms,  that  you  mould 
fhow  them  how  much  better  it  is  to  proceed 
with  franknefs,  by  which  they  will  entirely 
gain  the  Queen,  than  to  endeavour  .to  over- 
reach us  by  negociation,  in  which  I  hardly 
believe  they  will  prevail.  Let  them  remove 
the  danger  which  we  apprehended  from  the 
barrier-treaty  by  proper  expedients ;  let  them 
consider  with  themfelves,  how  far  they  may 
fefely  or  prudently  yield  in  this  article,  and 
what  they  mufl  finally  infifl  upon ;  the 
Queen  is  ready  not  only  to  join  with  her 
befl  endeavours,  but  to  declare  to  the  French, 
that  unlefs  her  good  allies  the  States  are  gra- 
tified in  thefe  demands,  fhe  will  think  of 
peace  no  more,  but  will  break  the  negocia- 
tion, and  renew  the  war. 

As  to  the  particulars  which  your  Excel- 
lency enters  into,  I  mufl  obferve  to  you, 
that  her  Majefly's  part  in  this  whole  affair 
is  that  of  a  mediatrice ;  and  that  it  will  be 
the  addrefs  of  her  Miniflers  to  make  ufe  of 
occurrences,  to  ac~l  pro  re  nata,  in  a  great 

*  Deputy  to  the  States- General  for  the  province  of  Frief- 
land  ;  he  wa,s  many  years  a  field-deputy  with  the  army  in 
Flanders. 

meafure, 


32  LETTERS    AND 

meafure,  to  avoid,  on  one  hand,  fuiFering 
our  allies  to  break  the  peace  by  exceffive 
demands,  or  by  unreafonable  difficulties ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  hinder  the  enemy 
from  impoiing  on  us  and  them  :  for  inftance, 
in  my  own  opinion,  I  think  that  if  we  obtain 
for  the  barrier  of  the  States  from  France, 
befides  thofe  towns  belonging  to  Spain  which 
they  are  to  have,  Fumes,  Ypres,  Menin, 
Tournay,  Lille,  or  even  the  firft  of  thefe 
two  laft,  together  with  the  Chatellenies  and 
countries  belonging  to  them,  we  make  a 
very  good  bargain,  and  fuch  an  one  as  the 
Dutch  ought  to  be  contented  with ;  at  the 
fame  time  my  private  opinion  is,  that  we 
ought,  in  compliance  to  their  defires,  to  en- 
deavour to  prevail  for  more.  The  project 
which  came  fome  time  ago  from  France  is 
of  no  manner  of  ufe,  and  the  knowledge  of 

o 

it  could  only  have  an  ill  efFec"h 

The  enemy  muft  go  a  great  many  lengths 
further,  and  intends  to  do  fo ;  but  that  Court 
is  not  able  to  lay  afide  their  habits  of  chi- 
cane, however  unfeafonable.  We  deferred 
fending  any  anfwer  till  we  had  proceeded 
with  Monfieur  Buys,  and  till  we  had  farther 
lights  into  the  pretentious  of  other  allies; 

but 
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but  now  I  believe  a  memorial  in  reply  will 
be  drawn,  and  fent  to  Monfieur  forcy,  fuf- 
ficient  to  refute  his  reafonings  ;  and  to  mow 
them,  that  they  muft  make  larger  advances 
towards  the  feveral  parties  engaged  with  us 
in  the  prefent  war,  if  they  expect  a  peace, 
which  may  remove  that  which  has  hitherto 
been  the  great  {tumbling  block. 

We  have  ufed  great  firmnefs  towards  our 
confederates,  otherwife  we  could  have  ex- 
peeled  no  peace  at  all.  We  muft  exercifs 
the  fame  towards  our  enemies,  otherwife  a 
good  peace  cannot  poffibly  enfue. 

I  fend  you  the  project  above-mentioned ; 
but  as  it  has  never  been  laid  before  the  Ca- 
binet Council,  I  muft  defire  your  Excellency 
never  to  part  with  it  out  of  your  own  cuf- 
tody,  nor  to  leave  a  poffibility  to  any  man 
living  to  know  the  contents  of  it. 

Ufe  both  this  private  difpatch,  and  the 
public  one,  as  you  think  fit,  and  mew  to  the 
Penfionary  what  you  judge  proper. 

On  the  fubjecl  of  Prince  Eugene,  the 
Queen  commands  me  to  tell  your  Excellency, 
that  you  are  to  affect  to  fay,  that  whoever 
comes  from  the  Emperor  will  be  welcome 
to  her  Majefty,  but  that  his  Highnefs  cannot 

VOL.  II.  ?.      D  come 
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come  over  hither  without  great  fpeculation, 
— That  in  this  critical  time,  when  jealoulies 
ran  fo  high,  the  Queen  will  take  no  fingle 
meafure  except  in  concert  with  the  States; 
for  which  reafon,  every  thing  will  be  tranf- 
acled  much  more  fpeedily  at  the  Hague  than 
here. 

Friday  next  the  peace  will  be  attacked  in 
Parliament,  indirectly;  I  am  glad  of  it,  for 
I  hate  a  diftant  danger  which  hovers  over 

o 

my  !  head :  we  muft  receive  their  fire,  and 
rout  them  once  for  all. 

Adieu,  my  Lord,  &c» 


To  the  Earl  of  Strafford*. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  4th  Dec.  1711* 

AFTER  having  confidered  on  Friday 
among  themfelves  in  what  manner  and  me- 
thod to  proceed  with  Monfieur  Buys,  the 
Lords  of  the  Council  met  him  on  Saturday 
morning  at  another  conference ;  where  it  fell 
to  my  mare  to  tell  him,  that  fince  the  end 
propofed  by  thefe  meetings  and  debates  was 
to  come  to  a  right  imderftanding  in  each 

o  o 

*  Public  letter 

other's 
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others  intentions,  to  fettle  the  principal  points 
of  the  future  negociation  of  peace,  and  to 
prevent,  by  a  previous  concert  between  the 
Queen  and  the  States^  any  difference  which 
might  arife  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty,  it 
was  to  be  wifhed  that  his  inftruftions  had 
been  more  particular,  and  his  powers  more 
ample,  that  we  might  have  treated  with  him 
in  the  Queen's  name,  and  have  finally  con- 
cluded feveral  points  which  ought  to  be  de- 
cided between  us  before  we  come  to  the 
congrefs;  but,  however,  to  do  all  that  is 
poffible  to  fo  good  a  purpofe  on  our  part, 
that  my  Lords  of  the  Council  had  given  me 
directions  to  acquaint  him  with  fome  of  the 
reflections  which  they  have  made,  and  with 
fome  of  the  opinions  which  they  are  come 
to,  when  they  have  had  amongft  themfelves 
the  great  affair  of  peace  under  confideration. 
After  this  introduction,  Monfieur  Buys  was 
told,  that  though  the  pretence  of  obtaining 
a  barrier  for  the  States-General  be  only  their 
greater  fecurity  againft  France,  yet  my  Lords 
obferved,  that  by  the  treaty  between  her  Ma- 
jefty  and  his  matters,  as  it  now  ftands,  infi- 
nite prejudice  may  arife  to  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  Spanim  Netherlands  :  by  the 
D  2  i 5th 
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1 5th  article  of  this  treaty,  in  confequence  of 
what  is  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  of  Munfter, 
article  the  I4th,  her  Majefty  engages  that 
commerce  (hall  not  be  rendered,  direclly  or 
indirectly,  more  eafy  by  the  fea-ports  of 
Flanders  than  by  the  river  of  Schelde  *  and 
by  the  canals  on  the  fide  of  the  Seven  Pro- 
vinces. 

My  Lords  took  notice,  that  here  was  a 
very  great,  and  a  very  unfair  omiffion,  fmcc 
although,  when  the  treaty  of  Munfter  was 
made,  in  which,  by  the  way,  Britain  had 
little  or  no  mare,  and  as  long  as  the  neigh- 
bouring countries  are  in  the  pofleffion  of 
Spain,  France,  or  any  third  power,  this 
article  was,  and  will  be,  equal  and  reafon- 
able  ;  yet  the  cafe  becomes  widely  altered 
when  confiderable  parts  of  thefe  provinces 
are  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Dutch. 
The  queftion  was  illuftrated  by  this  inftance : 
a  Britifli  merchant  imports  by  Oftend,  and 
a  Dutch  merchant  by  the  Schelde,  two  pieces 
of  cloth,  of  the  fame  value,  and  paying  the 
fame  duty.  Theyv  carry  afterwards  this  cloth 

*  Which  river,  by  the  i4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter^ 
as  alfo  the  canals  of  bas,  Swan,  and  other  mouths  of  the  fea 
bordering  thereupon,  were  to  be  kept  fliut  on  the  fide  of  the 
^States. 

to 
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to  Lifle,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  French, 
and  there  again  they  pay  fuch  a  duty  as,  by 
the  tariffs  of  France,  is  eftablifhed.  In  all 
this,  there  is  no  partiality  whatfoever  :  and 
thus  far,  and  no  farther,  would  the  treaty 
of  Munfter  affecl  our  commerce.  But  when 
L,ifle  mall  belong  to  the  States-General,  as 
by  the  barrier-treaty  it  is  to  do,  then  may 
the  Dutch  merchant,  who  imported  his  cloth 
by  the  Schelde,  enter  the  fame,  perhaps, 
cuftom-free,  at  this  town,  whilft  a  high 
duty,  or  even  a  prohibition,  may  be  laid 
upon  that  cloth  which  the  Britifh  merchant 
imported  by  Oflend.  Upon  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  and  many  more  which  were  urged, 
my  Lords  told  Monfieur  Buys,  very  frankly, 
their  opinion  was,  that  if  the  States  expected 
the  Queen  mould,  in  good  earned,  and  with 
vigour,  fupport  the  treaty  of  barrier,  and 
their  demands  both  of  France  and  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  upon  that  head,  they  ought 
to  enter  into  a  previous  and  formal  engage- 
ment, that  the  fubjecls  of  Great  Britain  (hall 
trade  on  as  free  and  advantageous  foot  to 
all  the  countries  and  places,  which  mail  be- 
come, by  virtue  of  any  former  or  any  future 
treaty,  the  barrier  of  the  States- General,  as 
D  3  they 
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they  did  in  the  time  of  the  late  King  of 
Spain,  Charles  the  Second,  or  as  the  fubjects 
of  the  States-General  themfelves  mall  do. 

The  omiffion  of  this  was  certainly  a  very 
great  defect  in  the  treaty  made  by  my  Lord 
Townmend.  And  it  was  reprefented  to 
Monfieur  Buys,  that  we  hoped  the  States 
would  never  fcruple  rectifying  a  miftake  fo 
injurious  to  that  nation,  without  the  blood 
and  treafure  of  which,  they  could  have  had 
no  barrier  at  all, 

Upon  this  Monfieur  Buys  attempted  to  fay 
a  good  deal,  by  way  of  compliment,  and  ex-  ' 
tenuation  ;  but  being  unable  to  anfwer  the 
reafons  that  were  urged,  he  at  laft  acqui- 
efced  -,  and  faid,  that  on  the  hints  which  had 
been  given  him  before,  he  had  already  writ 
for  inftructions,  by  which  to  govern  himfelf 
in  this  cafe. 

We  proceeded  next  to  the  article  of  com- 
merce ;  and  my  Lords  agreed  with  the  En- 
voy, that  it  was  reafonable  her  Majefly 
fhould  infill  upon,  and  endeavour  to  obtain 
for  the  States,  what  is  ftipulated  in  their 
favour  by  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick,  the  tarif  of 
1664,  the  fuppreffion  of  all  posterior  tarifs, 
;}n.d  edicts  repugnant  thereunto,  and  the  ex-. 

emption, 
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emption  of  fifty  pence  per  ton ;  the  whole 
to  be  fo  fettled  as  not  to  be  exclufive  of 
Britain. 

Our  difcourfe  concerning  the  barrier,  was 
divided  into  three  parts  :  as  to  thofe  places 
which  were  demanded  of  France  by  the  2  ad 
article  of  the  preliminaries,  and  which  were 
yielded  by  the  project  fent  by  Monfieur  de 
Torcy,  in  January,  1710*;  and  as  to  thofe 
of  Douay,  Bethune,  St.  Venant,  Aire,  and 
Bouchain,  which  have  been  fince  that  time 
conquered,  my  Lords  made  no  difficulty  to 
agree  with  Monfieur  Buys,  that  they  ought 
to  be  infifted  upon.  But  there  was  fome 
difpute  on  the  laft  point  relating  to  this  ar- 
ticle, my  Lords  thought  the  Queen,  might 
agree  to  concur  with  the  ftates  in  obtaining 
for  them  the  jus  pr<zjidii  in  thofe  places, 
which  did  belong  to  the  late  king  of  Spain 
Charles  the  Second,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
provided  fuch  of  them  were  excepted,  as 
would  render  the  trade  of  Britain  to  the 
Spanifh  Low-Countries  precarious,  and  even 
put  it  into  the  power  of  the  States,  when- 
ever they  thought  fit,  to  fliut  that  door  upon 

*  Fumes,  Menin,  Ypres,  Warneton,  Commines,  Warncck, 
Poperingen,  Lille,  Conde,  and  Mauoeuge. 

D  4  us. 
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us.     Monfieur  Buys  averting  that  there  was 
no  colour  for  this  exception,  affecting  to  fear 
that  under  this  pretence  we  might,  to  ufe 
his  own  expreffion,   rafler  tout  le  re/te,  and 
inlifting  that  fome  particular  inftance  (hould 
be  produced  ;    Newport  was  named  to  him 
direclly,  and  the  Cattle  of  Ghent  and  Den- 
dermond,  touched  upon.     The  fubftance  of 
what  he  faid  was  this  :    that  he  hoped  the 
Queen  would  not,  from  imaginary  fears,  ex- 
pofe  the  States  to  a  real  danger;   that  we 
were  under  a  panic  terror,  that  in  fettling 
the  barrier,    a  fecurity  againft  France  had 
been  the  fole  view,  and  that  they  had  never 
had  the  leaft  thought  in  Holland  of  improv- 
ing their  own  commerce,   or  of  prejudicing 
ours  thereby  -,  that  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that 
Ofteni  had  been  included  in  their  barrier, 
but  that  lince  the  tide   of  this  nation  run 
ftrongly  againfl  it,  they  had  contented  them- 
{elves  with  Newport ;    that   France  might 
attack  them  hereafter  by  lea,  and  therefore, 
that  ^the  laft-named  place  was  neceflary  for 
their  defence  ;  that  they  could  not  fupport 
their   barrier,    unlefs    their  communication 
with  it  was  fecured  to  them  ;  and  that,  in 
this  refped  allb,  the  places  which  my  Lords 

feemed 
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feemed  to  object  to,  were  abfolutely  necef- 
fary ;  that  they  had  already,  in  the  Elector 
of  Bavaria  *,  had  one  fatal  inftance,  what 
mifchief  the  treachery  of  a  governor,  in  the 
Spanifh.  Low  -  Countries  may  bring  upon 
them;  and,  therefore,  that  he  thought  the 
fafety  of  Holland,  and  of  Britain  too,  re- 
quired that  all  thefe  places  mould  be  given 
up  to  the  Dutch,  without  any  exception. 

The  reply  to  this  reafoning  was,  that  we 
could  not  look  upon  thefe  fears  to  be  ima- 
ginary, becaufe  fome  things  had  parTed  al- 
ready,   which    pointed    towards    that    evil, 
which  we  apprehend  ;    that  if,    even  now, 
they  cannot  forbear  making  ufe  of  the  bar- 
rier, which  they  are  in  pofTeffion  of,  to  infefl 
our  commerce-)-,  we  have  reafon  to  expect 
much  worfe,  whenever  they  mall  be  in  the 
quiet  pofTeffion  of  it ;  that  this  might  prove 
an  eternal  ball  of  diffennon  between  two 
nations,  whofe  happinefs  depends  upon  their 
union,  and  was,  therefore,  by  early,  moderate,. 


*  He  had  been  governor  of  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  and 
had  received  the  appointment  for  life. 

f  Being  in  poficffion  of  all  the  fortified  '.owns  in  the  Low 
Countries,  they  laid  fuch  heavy  duties  on  all  foreign  goods, 
and  thofe  not  imported  in  their  own  bottoms,  as,  in.  the  cafr 
of  Great  Britain,  amounted  to  a  prohibition  of  all  trade  what- 
ever. 

and 
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and  prudent  meafures,  to  be  provided  againftt 
that  it  was  true,  the  tide  of  the  nation  had 
run  againft  putting  Oflend  into  the  hand  of 
the  Dutch ;  that  whenever  the  prefent  cafe 
came  to  be  known,  the  fame  tide  would,  for 
the  fame  reafon,  run  againft  the  other  places 
mentioned  ;  and  that  our  people  would  look 
upon  themfelves  to  have  been  lulled  afleep* 
and  impofed  upon  by  the  ceffion  of  Oflend, 
and  the  retention  of  what  may  be  equally 
prejudicial  to  them ;  that  the  panic  terror 
which  he  objected  to  us,  might,  much  more 
juftly,  be  retorted  on  him,  fince  the  arguments 
were  built  on  fuch  fuppoiitions,  as  could 
hardly  be  made  in  earned: ;  that  thofe  argu- 
ments likewife  proved  too  much,  which  was 
as  great  a  fault  as  proving  too  little,  for  that 
by  the  fame  rule,  Oftend  and  Antwerp  ought 
to  be  given  to  them,  to  prevent  an  invafion 
of  France,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  Spanifh 

Low-Countries,  to  prevent  other  Governors 
7        i. 

from  doing  what  the  Eleclor  of  Bavaria  once 

o 

did ;  that  when  we  came  to  prefs  the  Em- 
peror to  make  good  the  treaty  of  barrier  to 
them,  we  mould  have  a  very  ill  grace  in 
making  ufe  of  a  fiippofition,  that  the  perfons, 
to  whofe  government  under  him,  thefe 

countries 
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countries  and  towns  arc  to  be  trufted,  will 
prove  a  pack  of  traitors ;  that,  in  moct, 
Monfieur  Buys  would  be  in  the  right,  if  the 
fovereignty  of  the  Spanifh  Low  Countries 
was  to  be  yielded  to  an  enemy,  but  that  his 
arguments  are  of  no  force,  when  it  is  to  be 
given  to  a  friend.  Upon  the  whole  matter^ 
we  at  laft  centered  in  this  proportion :  that 
the  States  ought  to  have  whatever  is  really 
eiTential  to  the  fecurity  of  their  barrier  againft 
France,  but  no  more ;  and  that  fome  amica- 
ble expedient  mould  be  found  for  removing 
our  fears,  and  fettling  the  intereft  of  Bri- 
tain upon  this  laft  head. 

Valenciennes,  which  is  mentioned  in  the 
barrier  treaty,  but  fpecified  neither  in  the 
preliminary  articles,  nor  in  the  project  of 
1710,  was  taken  notice  of,  and  agreed  to  be 
infifted  on,  like  the  reft. 

When  the  conference  had  proceeded  thus 
far,  Monfieur  Buys  was  told,  that  though 
the  Queen,  my  Lords  made  no  doubt,  would 
infift  upon  all  thefe  points,  in  behalf  of  her 
allies  the  States,  yet  they  believed  her  Ma-< 
jefty  looked  upon  his  mafters  to  be  too  rea~ 
fonable  to  break  off  the  treaty,  rather  than 
pot  obtain  the  utmoft  of  their  demands ; 

that 
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that  it  was  impoffible  the  ultimatum,  from 
\vhence  there  could  be  no  receding,  mould 
be  fettled  here,  unlefs  he  was  inftrucled  to 
fpeak  upon  that  fubject ;  that,  fooner  or  lat- 
er, that  point  ought  to  be  concerted,  and 
that  whenever  it  was,  he  might  depend  on 
the  Queen's  mowing  as  much  firmiiefs,  as 
the  States  themfelves  could  deiire ;  that  we 
underftood  her  Majefty's  opinion  to  be,  that 
the  be  ft  way  of  fecuring  the  common  inte- 
reft  in  the  future  treaty,  and  of  preventing 
that  danger,  which  Monfieur  Buys  has  fb 
frequently  reprefented,  the  divifion  of  the 
allies  by  the  artifices  of  the  French,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  long  negociation,  was  to  concert 
between  the  Queen's  miniflers,  and  thofe  of 
the  States,  with  a  due  regard  and  decency  to 
the  other  confederates,  fuch  a  plan,  as  might 
amount  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace.  In 
which  cafe,  as  foon  as  it  appeared  proper, 
the  French  plenipotentiary  who  is  in  the 
whole  fecret  of  his  court,  might  be  told, 
•that  it  would  be  vain  to  amuie  each  other 
any  longer  ;  that  on  fuch  terms,  the  peace 
would  be  immediately  concluded  ;  and  that 
the  conferences  muft  ceafe,  if  they  were  not 

without 
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without  delay,  and  without  exception,  grant- 
ed. 

After  this  we  proceeded  to  fpeak  of  the 
interefts  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  of  the  King 
of  Portugal,  of  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  and 
of  the  barrier  of  the  empire  ;  in  all  which, 
there  was  no  difpute  concerning  what  the 
Queen  and  States  ought  jointly  to  infift 
upon. 

And  now,  my  Lord,  I  think  we  have  gone 
farther  with  the  Minuter  of  the  States,  than 
could  have  been  expected  from  us,  fince  he 
was  onlyempowered  to  hear  and  not  to  fpeak, 

I  mull:  not  conclude  this  relation  with- 
out obferving  to  you,  that  Monfieur  Buys 
did,  in  recapitulating  what  had  palled,  more 
than  once,  although  he  was  interrupted,  and 
fet  right,  repeat  fans  quoi  la  Reine  ne  fera 
point  la  paix. 

We  ufed  this  expreffion,  la  Reine  infiftera 
deffus ;  and  whenever  they  pleafe,  we  arc 
ready  to  ufe  the  other. 

Monfieur  Buys  has  not  faid  the  leaft  fyl- 
lable  about  the  plan  of  a  treaty  concerted 
here,  and  put  into  his  hands.  Two  feparate 
articles  to  that  alliance  might  perhaps  ad- 
jufl  all  our  difference  about  the  barrier. 

My 
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My  letter  is  already  grown  to  an  immea* 
furable  fize,  for  which  reafon  I  will  fay  no- 
thing to  your  Excellency  upon  other  heads  of 
bufinefs,  but  conclude  by  fubfcribing  myfelf, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

*  '  '  > 

H.  St.  JOHN. 


¥o  the  Earl  of  Straford*. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  December  yth,  1711. 

UPON  what  your  Excellency  writes  in 
your  letter  of  the  8th,  I  dire6ted  fearch  to 
be  made  in  the  books  remaining  in  my 
office,  about  the  ftyle  given  to  the  Elector 
of  Treves,  and  to  the  Duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg  in  her  Majefty's  letters  to  them,  con- 
cerning which  their  Minifters  at  the  Hague 
had  made  their  complaint  to  you. 

I  find  the  ftyle  to  the  Elector  of  Treves, 
as  likewife  to  the  Elector  of  Mentz,  as 
Ecclefiaftical  Electors,  has  been  conftantly, 
ever  fince  the  time  of  King  Charles  II, 
Celfijfimo  et  EminentiJ/imo  Princtpi,  and  the 
fame  ftyle  was  followed  to  this  preient  Elec- 

*  Public  letter. 

tor, 
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tor,  having  no  precedent  of  any  other  ;  his 
ftyle  when  he  was  Bifhop  of  Oihabrug,  was 
Reverendrffimo  &  Celfijjimo  Principit  without 
the  word  Sereniffimus,  and  no  complaint,  as 
I  hear  of,  was  ever  made.  He  has  now 
the  ftyle  of  Elector  and  Bimop  joined;  and 
if  his  quality,  as  a  younger  Prince  of  the 
family  of  Lorrain,  entitles  him  to  any  thing 
more  than  what  is  given  to  an  ecclefiaftical 
Eleclor,  his  minifter  will  pleafe  to  fet  forth 
his  pretentious,  with  the  titles  he  receives 
from  Princes  of  the  fame  rank  with  her  Ma- 
jefty,  and  they  mall  -be  coniidered. 

What  Monfieur  Heefpen  alledged  as  to 
his  matter,  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  is 
true  in  that  particular  letter,  which  was  his 
recredential  in  April,  1697  ;  it  is  entered 
with  the  ftyle  of  SereniJ/imus  ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  how  that  change  came  to  be 

made   then,    or  why  it  was   not  followed  • 
j  > 

for  all  the  letters  to  that  Duke,  both  be- 
fore and  fmce  that  time,  have  had  no  other 
title  but  Ilhiftrijfimus  &  Celfijfimus,  and  no 
reprefentation  has  been  made  upon  it,  till 
the  complaint  lately  mentioned  by  your 
Excellency. 

I  refer  myfelf  to  the  next'  poft  for  what 

1  have 
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I  have  farther  to  fay ;  and  am,  with  muck 
refpecl,     My  Lord,  &c. 

H.  St.  JOHN. 


To  the  Earl  of  Straff  or  d. 
MY  LORD, 

^  Whitehall,  December  8th,  1711. 

THE  fatigue  of  yefterday  was  fo  great, 
that  I  was  not  very  fit,  after  the  riling  of  the 
Houfe,  to  difpatch  my  letters,  and  befides  I 
was  willing  to  fee  the  Queen  again  to-day, 
before  I  writ  to  your  Excellency  upon  a  fub- 
jec"l  which  is  of  fuch  unfpeakable  import- 
ance. 

My  Lord  Treafurer's  narration  *  informs 

you 

*  The  Earl  of  Oxford,  to  the  Earl  of  Sir  afford. 
MY  LORD, 

1  HOPE  your  Excellency  is  fo  much  perfuaded  of  my 
iincsre  adherence  to  you,  and  that  juft  value  I  have  for  your 
merit,  that  you  will  impute  it  to  the  continuance  of  my  in- 
difpoiition,  that  I  have  not  pun&ually  anfwered  every  one  of 
your  letters,  which  are  fo  clear  and  inftruftive,  that  I  can 
never  fufficiently  make  my  acknowledgments  for  them.  I  will 
now  give  your  Excellency  an  account  of  what  has  pafled 
here,  and  then  make  fome  few  remarks  upon  the  occurrences. 

As  foon  as  the  Queen's  fpeech  was  read  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  by  the  Lord  Keeper  (i),  the  ufual  addrefs  was 
moved,  for  thanks  to  her  Majefty  for  her  gracious  fpeech  (a 
copy  whereof,  in  print,  will  come  by  this  poft);  this  was 
moved  thus  fimply  and  plainly,  to  fliow  the  Lords,  that  the 

(i)  Harcourt. 
»  Queen's 
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you  of  what  pa{Ted  in  the  two  houfes  :  of 
the  additional   words  propofed  in  each  j  of 

the 


Queen's  fervants  did  not  defire  to  be  fcreened  by  any  words 
in  an  addrefs.  Upoo  this  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  after  a 
fpeech  of  an  hour  long,  arraigning  the  conduct  of  the  war, 
and  the  allies  not  fupplying  their  quotas,  concluded  with  a 
motion»  that  it  fliould  be  an  humble  advice  to  the  Queen, 
that  no  peace  could  be  fafe  and  honourable,  if  any  part  of 
Spain  or  the  Weft;  Indies,  mould  be  allotted  to  any  branch 
of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  I  muft  tell  you,  by  the  way,  that 
Lord  Nottingham  had  not  one  of  his  own  party  or  family  to 
jo:n  with  him;  the  reafons  of  his  converfion  are  fuch  as  the 
public  talked  of,  but  I  fhall  not  meddle  with.  No  one  of 
the  Court  or  of  the  Church  party,  would  enter  into  the  de- 
bate about  Spain  and  the  Indies,  except  fome  few  fcattering 
words,  defiring  that  a  day  on  purpofe  might  be  appointed  for 
that  debate,  but  the  General  (2)  putting  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  Whigs,  and  his  other  creatures,  who  have  promifed  to 
fcreen  him  from  the  difcoveries  the  Commiffioners  of  Ac- 
counts have  made,  would  not  confent  to  that;  depending 
upon  the  money  which  is  given  for  votes  (which  is  wonder- 
ful) and  the  abfence  of  the  Scots  Peers,  whom  the  floods 
have  hindered  they  prefled  the  queftion,  and  upon  the  divi- 
fion,  carried  ir,  by  one  vote  only  ;  when  fourteen  of  the 
Queen's  fervants,  who  have  been  kept  in  by  the  indulgence 
fhovved  them,  voted  that  way,  and  others  broke  their  words, 
not  without  fenfible  reafons :  but  this  goes  for  nothing ;  the 
General  and  the  foreign  Minifters  have  united  to  blow  up  this, 
which  will  return  upon  themfelves.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  were  upon  the  like  fubjecl ;  the  fame 
words  and  the  fame  tricks  there  propofed  and  made  ufe  of,  but 
it  ended  in  a  divifion  for  leaving  out  the  additional  words  of 
Spain  and  the  Indies,  by  126  ;  the  numbers  flood  thus,  viz. 
yeas  106,  noes  232  ;  and  the  Scots  not  come  up  there,  befides 
many  of  our  friends  ftay  in  the  country  for  Chriftmas,  but  the 
faction  had  not  left  one  behind  them  ;  this  is  their  utmoft 
effort. 

"  I  cannot  forbear  telling  you,  that  fome  of  the  faction  did 
but  happen  to  name  Bothmar's  memorial,  when  fome  of  the 
moft  zealous  for  that  fucceflion,  fell  upon  it  with  the  utmoft 
reproach,  as  what  was  not  to  be  borne  by  a  free  nation ;  and 

(2)  The  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
Vot.  II.  E  whoever 
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the  adverfe  party's  prevailing  by  two  in  the 
Upper,  and  of  their  lofing  it  by  126  in  the 

Lower 

whoever  advifed  that  memorial,  have  given  the  fucceffion  a 
terrible  wound,  and  we  muft  do  our  bed  to  calm  the  fpirite 
of  the  people  upon  the  head.     After  this  tedious  narrative,  it 
is   fit  to  come  to  my  remarks.     This  proceeding  will  oblige 
the  Queen,  without  referve,  to  ufe  the  gentlemen  of  England, 
and  thofe  who  are  for  her  prerogative,  it  will  draw  marks  of 
difpleafure  upon  thofe  who  have  barefaced  fet  up  a  ftandard 
againft  her,  and  proffered  to  advife  things  which  they  k-now 
the  States  will  never  come  into.     1  believe  the  Secretary  has 
tnven  your  Excellency  an  account  of  all  our  conferences  with 
Monfieur  Buys.     T\vo  days  fince,  I  told  him  what  would  hap- 
pen, and  that  it  would  be  owing  to  the  brigues  of  the  General 
and  the  foreign  Minifters/    He  was  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  all 
the  time  of  the  debate ;    after  that  was  over,  I  called  upon 
him,  before  I  went  to  my  own  dinner  :  I  afked  him  if  all  had 
not  come  to  pafs  as  I  foretold  ?  I  added,  that  I  had  defired 
Lord  Privy  Seal   not  to  take  a  houfe  at  Utrecht;    that    f 
ihould  write  the  fame  to  your  Excellency  ;  that  fince  their  in- 
trigues had  encouraged  an  impotent  attack  upon  the  Queen 
and  the  nation,  they  muft  reap  the  fruits  of  it,  and  make  the 
peace  by  themlelves,  but  that  they  fhould  not  (which  I  know- 
was  their  aim)  make  one  for  Britain  ;  that  the  attempt  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  had  ferved  only  to  fhow  their  good-will ;  but 
that  both  Lords  and  Commons  would  refolve  on  a  new  way  to 
cairy  on  the  war  more  advantageous  to  the  common  caufe, and 
more  equal  to  us  ;   that  England  would  never  fubmit  to  have 
thofe  make  a  peace  forthem,  who  had  lo  often  duped  them.     1 
added,  that  we  have  fiiown  our  care  of  them,  which  they  not 
liking,  it  was  fit  we  fhould  not  put  ourfelves  any  more  in 
their  power;  that  for  myfelf,    I    had   endeavoured   to  keep 
every  thing  fair  and  eafy  during  the  war,  but  that  this  and 
their   intrigues   had   made  my  moderation   impracticable.     I 
hear  fince,  that  Moniieur  Buys  is  mortified  to  the  lafl.  degree. 
I  toid  him  at  parting,  that  i  would  fee  him  as  a  good  friend, 
but  there   was  an  end   of  any  difcourfe  of  a  peace;  but  we 
muft  think  of  managing  the  war  how  moft  to  offend  France 
and  benefit  Britain. 

"  1  have  thus  nakedly  told  your  Lordfliip  what  has  pafled^ 
and  leave  it  to  you  to  judge;  but  as  things  appear  here,  I 
cannot  forbear  thinking  that  feme  drynefs  towards  them  with 
you  may  have  a  good  effeft,  and  leuing  them  know  that  the 

eouduft 
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Lower  Houfe  ;  of  the  cabals  of  the  foreign 
Minifters  againft  the  Queen,  particularly  of 
Buys  and  BothmaT ;  and  of  the  diftribution 
of  money,  in  which  the  laft  of  thefe  was 
actually  concerned. 

Your  Excellency  will  pleafe,  leaving  out 
the  circumftance  of  money,  to  {peak  of  this 
event  as  produced  by  a  trick,  and  which 
therefore  will  turn  upon  the  contrivers  of  it, 
and  upon  the  actors  in  it. 

You  will  pleafe  to  mow  great  drynefs  and 
referve  to  the  Penfionary,  and  to  the  Dutch 
Minifters,  letting  them  know  that  the 
Queen  thinks  herfelf  ill  treated,  and  that 
they  will  foon  hear  what  effects  thefe  mea- 
fures  will  have  on  a  mild  and  good  temper, 
wrought  up  by  repeated  provocations  to  re- 
fentment ;  that  they  may  have  the  war  con- 

conduft  here  is  fach  that  we  Cannot  think  them  in  earned: 
for  after  their  tariff  of  1664,  and  their  barrier,  is  agreed  here 
with  Monfieur  Buys,  how  we  come  to"  be  infulted  is  unac- 
countable; it  is  plain  thefe  are  all  tricks  to  get  the  treaty 
out  of  the  Queen's  hands.  I  have  been  thus  plain  only  for 
your  Excellency's  information :  I  know  yen  will  only  ufe  it, 
without  letting  it  be  known  whence  your  information  is. 
1  am,  with  the  greateft  truth  and  refpect,  my  Lord,  your 
Excellency's,  &c. 

c<  OxFOUD, 

"  I  beg  you  will  aflu:e  Monlleur  Goflinga's  mind ;  and  for 
Baron  Reed  (3),  I  will  anfwer  his  letter  next  poft." 
(3)  F.  A.  Barao  van  Rheede,  Deputy  to  :he  States-General. 

E  z  tinue 
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timie  if  they  pleaie ;  but  the  Queen  will 
not  be  forced  to  make  it  after  their  man- 
ner ;  neither  will  me  fuffer  them  to  make 
her  peace,  or  to  fettle  the  interefh  of  her 
kingdoms. 

Your  accounts,  your  Excellency  will  pleafe 
to  fay,  are  fhort,  having  been  difpatched  in 
hafle  ;  by  the  next  port,  you  may  infinuate, 
that  you  expect  farther  orders. 

As  to  Prince  Eugene,  and  his  journey 
hither,  the  Queen  commands-  me  to  repeat 
her  orders  to  your  Excellency,  that  you 
fhould  fay  to  every  one,  and  even  to  him, 
that  the  other  allies,  and  not  her  Majefty, 
want  exhortations  to  increafe  their  efforts ; 
and  that  the  Queen  will  concert  nothing 
upon  the  fcheme  of  the  war  here  -y  let  the 
projecl  be  agreed  abroad,  and  her  Majefly's 
relblutions  upon  them  will  be  foon  taken,  and 
ibon  fignified.  In  fhort,  your  Excellency  is 
to  diicourage  as  much  as  poflible,  this  Prince 
from  coming  over. 

It  is  highrtime  to  put  a  flop  to  this  fo- 
reign influence  on  Britim  councils ;  and  we 
mull  either  emancipate  ourfelves  now,  or 
be  for  ever  flaves. 

My  Lord,  I  write  to  you  without  referve, 

the 
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the  occafion  requires  it,  and  my  friendfhip 
exaels  no  lefs.  The  whole  turns  on  the 
Queen's  refolntion* ;  if  fhe  has  vigour  and 
firmnefs  enough  to  aflert  her  own  dignity, 
fhe  will  unite  the  bulk  of  the  nation  in  her 
interefr,  and  leave  the  faclion  nothing  but 
impotent  malice,  wherewith  to  torment 
themielves,  but  not  to  hurt  her,  or  thofe 
who  ferve  her.  It  is  inconceivable  how 
much  mankind  is  alarmed  at  Bothmar's  me- 
morial, and  at  his  conduct ;  once  more,  if 
{he  is  true  to  herfelf,  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Whigs  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  will  be  their 
ruin  and  her  falvation.  ~^V' 

I  hope  fhe  will,  I  believe  me  will ;  and 
by  the  next  poft  your  Excellency  will  know 
what  has  pafFed,  for  the  crifis  is  come,  and 
the  delay  cannot  be  longer. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  Lord,  be  aflured 
that  you  are  joined  to  men  who  have  adled 


*  Upon  the  change  of  miniftry,  the  Duke  of  Somerfer, 
Matter  of  the  Horfe,  approved  of  her  Majefty's  meafures,  till 
fhe  declared  her  intention  to  call  a  new  parliament ;  from  that 
time  he  gradually  withdrew  to  the  oppolition.  His  Diichefs 
had  fucceeded  the  Puchefs  of  Marlborough  in  her  place  of 
Groom  of  the  Stole,  and  in  a  great  (hare  of  the  Queen's 
favour  and  intimacy.  It  was  now  found  neceflary  to  difmifs 
them  both.;  the  Queen,  with  iome  difficulty,  was  prevailed 
upon  to  turn  out  the  Duke,  but  had  not  refolution  to  difcard 
the  Duchefs, 

E  3  honeftly, 
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honeftly,  and  have  therefore  all  the  affur- 
ance  and  courage  which  become  men  con- 
fcious  of  merit;  we  are  determined  to  ftand 
and  fall  together,  and  your  Excellency  will 
in  all  cafes  be  fatisfied  that  you  was  not  de- 
ceived when  you  engaged  with  us. 

I  would  truft  thefe  letters  to  no  convey- 
ance but  that  of  a  mefTenger  ;  be  pleafed  to 
keep  Barlow  till  you  have  received  my 
Tuefday's  letters,  and  then  difpatch  him 
back. 

I  am,  for  ever,  &c. 


To  the  Earl  of  Stafford. 
:*ify 

MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  Dec.  I2th,  1711. 

I  KEPT  the  meflenger'  till  to-day,  that 
I  might  be  able  to  write  more  fully  to  your 
Excellency  upon  a  fubjecl:,  and  at  a  time 
when  you  cannot  fail  to  be  under  fpme  un» 
eafinefs. 

It  will  be  agreeable  to  know  that  her 
Majefty's  refolution  is  at  laft  taken*;  the 

*  This  does  not  appear  to  have  been  exactly  the  cafe ; 
Swift  fays,  the  Miniltry  were  not  fafe  till  the  29th,  when 
Marlborough  was  turned  out,  and  twelve  new  Peers. were 

nj^cle. 

particulars 
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particulars  I  am  not  able  to  inform  you  of, 
but  an  entire  turn  will  be  made  in  favour 
of  thofe  who  have  obeyed  and  ferved  her, 
and  in  oppofition  to  thofe  who  have  ufed  her 
own  power  againft  herfelf,  and  upon  whom 
her  moderation  had  no  other  effect  than  to 
render  them  more  implacable. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  changes  will 
begin  at  the  right  end,  that  is  to  lay,  at  the 
top.  This  fpirit,  exerted  and  continued, 
will  retrieve  the  Queen's  reputaton,  which 
one  fet  of  people  has  made  it  their  bufinefs 
to  deprefs  ;  will  give  her  meafures  their  due 
weight  abroad,  and  will  make  her  fervants 
fafe  in  the  execution  of  her  commands  at 
home. 

The  courier,  which  your  Excellency's  let- 
ters of  the  1 8th  prepared  us  for,  is  arrived; 
and  Mr.  Hoffman,  the  Imperial  Refident, 
having  yefterday  called  me  out  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council,  told  me,  that  he  defired 
a  yatch  and  convoy  might  be  ordered  to  at- 
tend Prince  Eugene,  who  is  coming  over, 
with  letters  from  the  Emperor  to  the  Queen, 
I  promifed  to  lay  before  her  Majefty  what 
he  communicated  to  me ;  but  I  told  him, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  I  had  already  orders 

E  4  to 
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to  fay,  that  Prince  Eugene  was  a  man  for 
whom  the  Queen  had  a  very  great  regard, 
and  that  he  would  be  always  welcome  at 
Jier  Court;  that,  however,  if  he  came  to 
fettle  any  fcheme  about  the  war,  his  in^ 
tended  journey  would  be  fruitlefs,  fince  her 
Majefty  has  determined  to  acl  herein  no 
otherwife  than  in  concert  with  the  allies  ; 
that  this  concert  mufl  be  made  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  water,  where  the  deficiency  lay, 
and  where  the  want  of  vigour  was ;  juftly  to 
be  complained  of;  that  our  preparations  for 
another  campaign  were  going  forward  as 
ufual -,  that  if  the  war,  particularly  in  Spain, 
went  on,  it  muft  for  the  future  be  a  com~ 
mon  caufe  in  reality,  and  not  in  words 
only  ;  and  therefore  till  the  Queen  faw  what 
the  Emperor  and  Dutch,  &c.  were  ready  to 
do,  that  fhe  would  not  promife  or  engage 
for  any  thing.  In  ihort,  I  faid  fo  much  to 
Hoffman,  that  he  replied  he  imderftood  me 
very  well,  and  that  the  Prince  would  not  be 
welcome  to  the  Queen ;  1  told  him,  that  if 
the  Prince  had  a  mind  to  divert  himfelf  at 
London,  we  would  do  our  utmofl  to  enter- 
tain him  ;  and  that  for  my  own  part,  I 
would  endeavour  to  treat  \nm  cbere  entiere, 

but 
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but  that  I  muft  repeat  that  we  mould  not 
be  allowed  to  concert  or  fettle  with  him  any 
project,  for  the  reafons  above-mentioned.. 

Your  Excellency  fees  by  this  account, 
what  language  is  ufed,  and  you  will  pleafe 
to  fpeak  in  the  fame  ftyle  ;  for  though  we 
are  not  afraid  of  feeing  this  Prince,  nor  of 
any  efforts  which  the  new  confederacy* 
can  make,  yet  it  is  for  the  Queen's,  and  for 
the  public  fervice  to  take  all  poffible  mea- 
fures  towards  bringing  the  prefent  ferment 
to  fubfide,  inftead  of  allowing  frem  fuel  to 
be  thrown  into  the  flame. 

Your  Excellency  fees  by  my  other  letter, 
all  that  pafled  with  Monfieur  Buys  laft  night; 
.it  was  thought  proper  to  mow  him,  how 
little  thefe  artifices  would  avail,  and  how 
jmpoflible  it  is  for  the  foreign  minifters, 
and  a  faclion,  whofe  only  fupport  is  the  pub- 
lic diftrefs,  to  run  counter  to  the  fenfe  of  the 
nation,  and  the  declared  intention  of  the 
Queen. 

All  that  you  have  faid  of  this  Petitionary 
is  true.     For  God's  fake,  my  Lord,  fpeak 
to  thofe  on  whom  you  judge  it  will  have  a 
. 

*  Of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  party,  with  the  foreign 
Ministers  of  Vienna,  Hanover,  and  the  Hague. 

good 
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good  effeft ;  tell  them  plainly,  that  they  arc 
upon  a  wrong  fcent ;  that  their  Minifter  here 
miftakes ;  that  we  have  promifed  and  will 
perform  all  that  they  can  afk  of  us  relaU 
ing  to  their  barrier,  and  to  their  trade  ;  and 
that  Mr.  Buys  is  very  unfair  in  his  proceed- 
ing, if  he  has  not  told  them  as  much :  but 
that  we  proceed,  in  ibme  refpecls,  on  a  new 
icheme  of  politics  ;  that  we  will  no  longer 
flruggle  for  impoffibilities,  nor  be  bantered 
by  words ;  that  this  country  comes  every 
day  more  and  more  to  its  fenfes  ;  and  that 
the  fingle  difpute  now  is,  whether  they  will 
join  with  a  faction  againft  the  Queen,  or 
with  the  nation  for  her  ? 

It  is  now  feveral  months  ago,  fince  letter* 
of  mine,  to  this  efFe6t,  as  well  as  of  my 
L/ord  Treafurer,  have  been  writ,  in  order  to 
be  fhown  to  Peniionary  Heinfius  and  to 
Monfieur  Buys.  The  latter  trots  on  in  thej 
old  path,  wants  fagacity  to  dilcern,  and  re- 
fblution  to  take  at  once  the  true  pli ;  the 
other  has  more  genius,  and  I  hope  better 
from  him.  Be  pleafed,  my  Lord,  to  add, 
that  thefe  repreientations  are  made,  and 
thefe  pains  are  taken  by  your  Excellency 
there,  and  by  your  fellow^fervants  here,  not 
4  from, 
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from  any  want  that  we  have  of  a  foreign 
intereft  to  fupport  us.  They  have  in  HoU 
land  been  courted  by  a  faclion,  and  they 
have  condefcended  to  the  jobs  of  that  fac- 
tion ;  we  aik  nothing  of  that  kind  from 
them,  and  it  is  for  their  fake  that  we  preis 
them  into  thefe  meafures. 

Mr.  Buys  has,  I  find  by  him,  received  full 
powers  to  fign  the  treaty  between  the  Queen 
and  the  States ;  but  he  mentions  to  me 
another  point,  which  I  wonder  not  a  little 
at : — -his  matters  are,  he  fays,  defirous  that  a 
private  article  fhould  be  added,  fub  fpe  ratit 
concerning  thofe  terms  of  peace,  without 
which  we  may  ftipulate  not  to  agree  with 
the  enemy.  Now,  my  Lord,  this  character, 
as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  he  is  im- 
powered  to  treat,  will  not  allow  the  Queen 
to  enter  into  engagements  of  this  fort. 

O     O 

Beiides,  the  congreis  approaches,  and  there 
is  not  time  to  fettle  an  ultimatum ;  and  we 
muft  expecl  fome  fatisfaclion  to  thofe  objec- 
tions upon  that  infamous  treaty  of  barrier, 
before  we  go  farther  in  tying  ourfelves  down 
to  Holland. 

I  have,  my  Lord,  in  this,  and  in  my 
former  letters,  fpoke  to  your  Excellency  as 

clearly 
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clearly  as  I  am  capable  of  doing,  and  I  mall 
be  ferry  if  you  are  not  of  opinion  that  our 
conduct  is  very  direct.  I  do  not  know  that 
we  have  been  four  months  in  treaty  with 
France ;  I  know  indeed  that  ,  it  is  nine 
months  fince  we  were  applied  to  from 
thence,  but  the  intervals  of  inaction  have 
been  long. 

We  have  offered  very  fair  to  the  Dutch  ; 
but,  my  Lord,  they  muft  behave  themfelves 
to  the  Queen,  as  becomes  them  to  do  to  a 
Princefs  who  has  nothing  to  alk  of  them, 
.and  from  whom  they  have  every  thing  to 
expect. 

Your  Excellency's  intelligence  about  the 
memorials,  may  be  right ;  two  indeed  I  have 
feen  from  Louis  d'Aeuha*,  but  both  were 
in  a  very  fubmirlive  ftyle ;  and  I  hope  your 
Excellency  will  let  the  minifter  you  mention 
know,  that  the  nation  is  with  the  miniftry  ; 
and  that  the  farther  this  matter  is  preffed, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  allies  opened,  the 


*  This  probably  relates  to  the  Memorials  of  Don  Lewis 
de  Cunha,  the  Portuguefe  Ambaflador.  There  had  appeared 
in  the  Poll-boy  of  loth  November,  a  paper  reflecting  on  the 
conduit  of  the  alies,  and  rather  feverely  on  that  of  Portugal : 
de  Cunha  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  State ;  Roper,  the  printer, 
was  taken  into  cuftody,  and  was  obliged  to  publifh  a  fort  of 
recantation,  4th  December. 

more 
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more  ftrength  we  fhall  have.  But  enough 
of  this,  wile  men  forefee,  and  take  their 
meafures,  the  weak  are  only  taught  by  ex- 
perience. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 

I  begin  to-morrow  to  prepare  your  in- 
{truclions  for  the  congrefs ;  I  have  folicited 
your  allowances  in  the  manner  you  delired, 
and  they  are  granted ;  the  warrants  are  gone 
out  of  mv  hands. 


fo  the  Earl  of  Str afford  *. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  December  izth,  1711. 

THE  inclofed   letter  from  Monfieur  dc 

Torcyf  arrived  on  Sunday  laft,  and  whilft 

TOC  Cabinet  was  fitting  on  Monday,  I  re- 

>••'  teived  your  Excellency's  of  the  1 8th  of  this 

liionth. 

<  '  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  Queen's 
ordering  a  yatch  and  convoy  for  Prince/ 
Eugene,  which  Monfieur  Hoffman  folicits. 
But  I  doubt  it  will  be  impoffible  to  come  to 


/ "  '  f 

*  Public  Letter.        f  1 5th  December  1711.' 


any 
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any  agreement  on  this  fide  of  the  Watery 
about  the  next  year's  war* 

The  manner  in  which  your  Excellency 
reafoned  with  this  Prince,  and  the  argu- 
ments you  made  ufe  of,  are  approved  by  her 
Majefty.  You  will  pleafe  to  go  on  to  ufe  the 
fame  language  whenever  the  fame  occafioii 
offers  ;  and  we  muft  hope,  that  our  friends 
on  your  fide  of  the  water  will  be  glad  to  have 
us  for  allies,  when  by  our  fleadinefs  to  thefe 
meafures  they  are  once  perfuaded  that  we 
will  be  no  longer  dupes. 

As  to  the  Count  de  Gallas,  and  the  con- 
duel:  which  it  may  be  proper  for  your  Excel- 
lency to  obferve  towards  him,  I  think,  on 
one  hand,  that  a  perfon  who  is  fo  much  un- 
der the  difpleafure  of  the  Queen,  your  mil* 
treis,  has  no  title  to  your  intimacy  ;  and  oil 
the  other,  that  if  he  is  received  at  the 
Hague,  as  the  Emperor's  Minifler,  your  Ex- 
cellency cannot  refufe>  however  coldly,  tQ 
treat  him  as  fuch. 

Upon  the  fubjec~t  of  the  renewal  of  the 
treaty  with  Pruflia,  I  underftand  the  Queen's 
pleafure  to  be,  to  pay  the  arrear  which  the/ 
demand,  if  fhe  can  by  no  tolerable  fnift 
avoid  it.  But  the  impofition  is  fo  grofs, 

that 
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that  I  believe  me  will  comply  wjth  reluc-, 
tancy  ;  and  the  longer  your  Excellency  puts 
it  off,  and  the  better  terms  you  can  get  at 
laft,  in  confederation  of  it,  the  more  agreeably 
you  will  ferve  her  Majefty. 

Del  Borgo  has  acted  like  a  minifter  of 
Savoy ;  that  is,  very  prudently  in  adhering 
to  your  Excellency,  but  in  putting  off  the 
houfe  which  he  has  hired  at  Utrecht,  he 
would  have  been  very  ridiculous  ;  and  I  can- 
not help  thinking  this  affectation  and  gri- 
mace. 

At  a  conference  which  was  held  laft  night, 
with  Monfieur  Buys,  the  anfwer  received 
from  France  was  communicated  to  him. 
Your  Excellency  will  be  furprized  to  hear, 
that  although  the  declaration  is  made  in 
terms  full  as  ftrong  as  thofe  in  which  it  was 
demanded,  yet  this  mimfter  objected  to  it, 
upon  account  of  thofe  words  in  the  preamble 
to  the  fourth  article,^;?.*-  attendre  les  minijlres 
du  Roi  d'Efpagne,  qiti  ne  peuvent  arriver  que 
de  trcs  long-terns^  netant  pas  encore  partis  d? 
Madrid. 

He  pretended  that  this  was  an  artifice  of 
France,  and  that  fome  mighty  mifchief  was 
latent  under  it.  I  confefs  to  you,  my  Lord, 

the 
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the  reproach  of  chicane  was  turned  upon  hitfi* 
and  he  was  told,  that  provided  the  enemy 
fubmhted  to  our  demands,  the  Queen  would 
concern  herfelf  very  little  what  reafons  in- 
duced them  to  do  fo.  He  was  afterwards 
alked,  whether  he  thought  it  yet  time  to  de- 
liver the  pafTports  ;  and  this  morning  he  filled 
them  up,  and  put  them  into  my  hands. 

The  conference  lafted  fome  time  longer, 
but  nothing  more  worth  your  Excellency's 
notice  occurred. 

The  inclofed  extract  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  the  Pott-matter  Gene- 
ral*, anfwers  a  point  which  your  Excellency- 
writ  to  me  upon,  fome  time  ago. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  St.  JOHN. 

*  'Extra 8  of  a  Letter  frem  the  Poft-mafters  General ;  dated  tie 
5  th  December )   1711. 

"  By  laft  night's  pofl,  purfuant  to  your  letter  of  the  3oth 
ult.  we  fent  directions  to  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  agent  to  the  packet- 
boats,  at  the  Briel,  to  obferve  fuch  orders  in  relation  to  the 
difpatch  of  the  packet-boats  from  that  fide,  as  he  fhould  from 
time  to  time  receive  from  the  Earl  of  Straffbrd,  her  Majefty's 
.Ambaflador  at  the  Hague ;  not  doubting  but  his  Lordfhip  will 
have  that  due  regard  to  the  regularity  of  the  correfpondence, 
as  not  to  difpatch  a  boat  without  a  mail  from  the  other  fide, 
but  on  extraordinary  occafions,  that  the  intercourfe  may  be 
carried  on  with  as  little  interruption  as  poffible." 


De 
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De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Verfailles,  le  I5me  December,  1711. 

J'AI  re9u  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait 
1'honneur  de  m'ecrire,  le  251116  du  mois  der- 
nier, V.S.  &  j'ai  rendu  compte  au  Roi  des 
refolutioris  prifes  de  concert  entre  la  Cou- 
ronne  d'Angleterre,  &  Meffieurs  les  Etats- 
Generaux  des  Provinces  Unies  pour  faciliter 
1'ouverture  des  negociations  de  la  paix ; 
fuivant  ce  que  vous  me  marquez,  Mon- 
fieur, fa  Majefte  m'a  commande  de  vous 
repondre, 

Premierement,  Qujelle  accepte  la  Ville 
d'Utrecht  pour  le  lieu  de  raflemblee ;  la 
croyant  plus  propre  qu'aucune  autre,  pour  y 
tenir  les  conferences. 

Secondement,  Qa'il  ne  tiendra  pas  a  elle, 
ni  a  fes  Plenipotentiaires,  qu'ils  ne  fe  ren- 
dent  dans  cette  ville  affez  a  terns  pour  y  com- 
mencer  les  conferences,  le  I2me  du  mois 
prochain  ;  qu'ils  font  prets  a  partir,  et  qu'ils 
ne  font  retenus  ici  que  par  Tattente  des  paf- 
fe-ports  que  vous  devez  envoy er,  et  qui  font 
neceflaires  pour  la  furete  de  leur  voyage. 

VOL,  II,  F  Troifiemement, 
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Troifiemement,  Le  Roi  perfifle  dans  la 
penfee  qu'il  convient  que  fes  Miniftres  Ple- 
nipotentiaires,  &  ceux  des  puiflances  inte- 
refTes  a  la  guerre  prefente,  ne  prennent  point 
d'autre  qualite  pendant  les  conferences,  & 
qu'ils  refervent  le  cara&ere  d'ambafladeur, 
pour  s'en  revetir  feulement  le  jour  de  la  fig- 
nature  de  la  paix,  afin,  comme  vous  le  dites, 
d'eviter,  le  plus  qu'il  fera  poflible,  1'embarras 
des  ceremonies,  et  les  longueurs  qui  en  pour- 
roient  naitre. 

Quatriemement,  Pour  abreger  ces  memes 
longueurs,  )e  Roi  confent  que  les  conferences 
commencent  ians  attendre  les  Miniftres  du 
Roi  d'Efpagne,  qui  ne  peuvent  arriver  que 
de  tres  long-terns,  n'etant  pas  encore  partis 
de  Madrid ;  &  fa  Majefte  promet  que  Fou- 
verture  ni  le  progres  de  la  negociation  ne 
fouffriront  aucun  retardement  de  leur  ab- 
fence.  Elle  convient  meme  que  les  Plenipo- 
tentiaires  du  Roi  Catholique,  fon  petit-fils, 
auffi-bien  que  ceux  des  Electeurs  de  Baviere 
&  de  Cologne,  ne  foient  admis  aux  confe- 
rences, que  lorfque  les  points  qui  regarde- 
ront  ces  Princes,  auront  ete,  comme  vous  le 
dites,  ajuftes. 

Cette  declaration  etaut  conforme  a  ce  que 
4  vous 
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vous  demandez,  Moniieur,  le  Roi  ne  doute 
pas  que  les  paffeports  pour  fes  Plenipoten- 
tiaires  ne  foient  incefTamment  envoyes.  II 
n'y  a  point  de  changement  a  ceux  que  la 
Majeile  a  nommes,  et  ce  font  Meffieurs  le 
Marefchal  d'Huxelles,  1'Abbe  de  Polignac, 
&  Mefnager.  dont  il  faut,  s'il  vous  plait,  que 
les  noms  loient  inferes  dans  les  pafTeports. 
Je  ne  doute  pas,  qu'ils  ne  contiennent  toutes 
les  iuretes  neceiraires  pour  leur  fuite,  domef- 
tiques,  equipages,  hardes,  papiers,  et  gene- 
ralement  tout  ce  qui  peut  leur  appartenir, 

Comme  je  ne  fais  point,  Moniieur,  quels 
font  pr6cilement  les  Miniftres  de  vos  allies 
qui  fe  trouvent  prefentement  a  Londres,  et 
qui  doivent  ailifter  aux  conferences  de  la 
paix,  je  vous  envoie  les  paffeports  pour  ceux 
que  j'ai  cru  qui  pourroient  en  avoir  befoin, 
et  je  vous  prie  de  me  renvoyer  ceux  de  ces 
pafleports  qui  feront  inutiles. 

Je  fuis,  tres  veritablement,  Moniieur, 
Votre  tres  humble,  et 

Tres  obeiiFant  ferviteur, 

DE  TORCY. 


F    2 
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De  Monjleur  de  Torcy. 
A  Verfailles,  le  15010  Decembre,  1711, 

JE  reponds,  Monfieur,  par  une  autre  lettre 
a  celle  que  vous  m'avez  fait  1'honneur  de 
m'ecrire,  a  la  demande  de  Monfieur  Buys. 
Quand  vous  ne  m'auriez  pas  avert!  de  la 
complaifance  que  vous  avez  ete  oblige  d'a- 
voir  pour  fes  inftances,  j'en  aurois  juge  par 
les  termes  du  4me  article ;  &  vous  m'avez 
accoutume,  Monfieur,  a  diftinguer  aifement 
votre  jftyle  de  celui  des  Minifires  Hollan- 
dois. 

Us  pouvoient  fans  crainte  laifler  partir  le^ 
pafTeports ;  les  Plenipotentiaires  d'Efpagne 
feront  long-terns  en  cheinin,  &  la  negocia- 
tion  fera  bien  avancee  avant  qu'ils  arrivent  a 
Paris,  fi  les  conferences  commencent  le  I2me 
du  mois  prochain. 

II  ne  tiendra  aux  Plenipotentiaires  du  Roi 
qu*elles  ne  s'ouvrent  au  terms  fixe.  Us  'font 
prets  a  partir  immediatement  apres  qu'ils 
auront  re9ii  les  pafteports,  &;  je  puis  vous 
affurer  qu'ils  n'oublieront  rien  pour  achever 
promptement  1'ouvrage  dont  ils  font  charges. 

J'elpere  que  le  fucces  repcndra  aux  fin- 
ceres  intentions  du  Roi,  &  a  celles  de  la 

Reine 
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de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  que  1' Europe 
jouira  long-terns  par  lenrs  foins  d'une  paix 
iegalement  equitable  &  folide. 

Je  fuis  tres  parfaitement, 

Moniieur,  votre,  &c.   • 
DE  TORCY. 


<To  the  Earl  of  Straford*.. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  1 5th  Dec.  1711. 
BY  Barton,  who  arrived  this  morning,  1 

o'  - 

had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's 
difpatches  of  the  22nd  of  this  month.  I  fend 
the  fame  meflenger  back  to  you,  not  know- 
ing what  occalion  you  have  of  him,  and  be- 
ing unwilling  to  truft  any  of  my  letters  at 
this  time  to  the  common  conveyance. 

The  Committee  of  Council  not  fitting  tiU 
to-morrow  night,  nor  the  Cabinet  till  Mon- 
day, I  can  have  at  prefent  materials  but  for 
-a  very  fhort  letter.  On  Tuefday,  your  Ex- 
cellency may  expecl  that  I  mall  fully  in- 
form you  of  the  Queen's  fenfe,  in  every 
^particular. 

••*  Public  Letter. 

F  3  With 
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With  this  packet,  you  will  receive  the 
full  powers,  by  which  your  Excellency  is 
authorifed  to  renew  the  feyeral  treaties  for 
troops. 

As  to  the  battalions  qf  Treves  and  Ot- 
tingez,  I  mall  be  able  to  fpeak  with  more 
certainty  the  next  time  1  write-;  only  as  to 
the  latter,  I  can  now  fky,  that  we  mall  have 
no  occafion  for  it  another  year,  unlefs  the 
Saxons,  or  fbme  troops  at  prefent  in  the 
Queen's  fervice,  are  withdrawn,  and  it  be- 
pome  by  confequence  necefTary  to  hire  others, 
in  order  to  replace  them.  The  five  battar 
lions,  which  were  drawn  laft  Spring  out  of 
Flanders,  were  part  of  feven  which  we  had 
in  that  country,  over  and  above  our  quota, 
ib  that  we  are  under  no  obligation  of  fend- 
ing others  in  their  ftead.  But  if  her  Majefty 
mould  think  fit  to  fupply  that  number,  thofe 
very  regiments  are  now  recruiting  in  Bri- 
tain, and  may  be  made  ufe  of  for  that  fer- 
vice. 

The  paffports  for  the  French  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, have  been  put  by  Mor.fi  eur  Buys  in- 
to my  hands,  and  I  have  received  her  Ma- 
jefty's  orders  to  difpatch  them,  this  evening, 
into  France.  They  will  probably  come  juft 

HI 
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in  time,  and  that  is  all  which  can  be  ex* 
peeled  ;  fo  that  one  great  fear,  which  the 
Penfionary  of  Amfterdam  had,  is  over,  and 
we  are  no  longer  in  danger  of  thofe  fatal 
confequences,  which  would  have  followed 
(according  to  him)  if  the  French  Minifters 
could  have  arrived  in  Utrecht,  fooner  than 
thofe  of  the  allies  were  ready. 

The  full  powers  for  the  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
and  for  your  Excellency,  who  are  the  only 
two  minifters  whom  the  Queen  has  thought 
fit  as  yet  to  name,  were  this  morning  figned. 
Your  joint  inftruclions  will  be  ready  by  Tuef- 
day.  The  treaties  and  other  papers  necef- 
fary  for  your  information,  are  almoft  all  got 
together,  and  fome  time  in  the  next  week, 
make  no  doubt,  but  the  Bifhop  will  fet 
forward. 

If  Prince  Eugene  intends  ftili  to  come 
over,  the  convoy  and  yatch  which  paiTes 
upon  this  occafion,  may  ferve  him. 

I    am,  &c. 
H.  St.  JOHN. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  tell  your  Excel- 
lency, that  I  fend  you  copies  of  the  French 
and  Dutch  paflports,  by  comparing  of  which. 

F  4  your 
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your  Excellency  will  obferye  that  the  Dutch 
paffport  is  only  to  come  to  Utrecht,  whereas 
that  of  France  is,  d'aller  &  vem'r ;  and  that 
fome  material  words  are  likewife  omitted  in 
that  of  the  States,  by  which  the  minifters 
have  power  to  give  copies  of  their  paflport, 
which  fhall  be  a'  fecurity  to  any  perfon  be- 
longing to  them,  in  coming  and  going.  I 
fend  you  likewife  a  copy  of  my  letter  to 
Monfieur  de  Torcy,  and  hope  that  thefe  de- 
feels,  if  deflred,  will  be  fupplied. 


A  Monfieur  de 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  15 me  Dec.  V.S.  1711. 

JE  ne  dois  pas  laifTer  partir  le  Courier, 
fans  que  je  vous  ecrive  deux  lignes  pour  vous 
remercier,  tres  humblement  de  Fhonneur  de 
votre  lettre  apart,  &  du  compliment  obli- 
geant  que  vous  me  faites. 

Le  Sieur  Gaultier  ne  manquera  pas  de  vous 
rendre  compte  des  nouvelles  difficultes  qu'on 
tache  de  fufciter  chez  nous,  pour  empecher 
le  progres  de  la  negociation. 

Ces  difficultes  s'aplaniront  par  les  foins,  ^ 

par 
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par  la  fermete  de  la  Reine  ;  &  comme  nous 
allons  ouvrir  les /conferences  dans  la  refolu- 
tion  de  part  &  d'autre,  de  ne  rien  oublier  pour 
achever  promptement  1'ouvrage,  je  veux  ef- 
perer  que  nous  ferons  a  la  fin  aflez  heureux 
pour  arriver  a  cette  paix  equitable  &  folide, 
qui  a  ete  depuis  tant  d'annees  le  fouhait  de 
tous  les  honnetes  gens. 

Je  luis,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN. 


To  the  Ear  I  of  Str  afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  December  15,  17  IT. 
YOU  are  in  the  right,  we  are  the  worft 
politicians,  and  the  beft  party-men  under  the 
fun.  Thofe  who  oppoie  the  Queen's  mea- 
fures,  know,  as  well  as  we  who  purfne  them, 
that  the  war  is  become  impracticable  ;  that 
the  end  which  they  pretend  to  aim  at,  is  chi- 
merical ;  and  that  they  ruin  their  country  by 
driving  on  this  vain,  gaudy  fcheme,  which 
has  fo  many  years  dazzled  our  eyes  :  but 
they  venture  this,  and  would  facrifice  more, 
if  more  can  be  facrinced,  in  order  to  regain 

dominion, 
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dominion,  which  nothing  can  give,  at  >Ieafl 
fecure  in  their  hands,  but  national  diftrefs. 
The  true,  real,  genuine  ftrength  of  Britain, 
belongs  to  other  people  ;  their  power  is  built 
upon  an  adventitious  ftrength,  created  by  the 
public  neceffity,  and  nurfed  up  by  the  advan- 
tage which  dexterous  men  have  taken,  and 
which  they  will  be  able  to  take  no  longer 
when  the  war  ceafes. 

Now  my  pen  is  in  my  hand,  I  cannot  for- 
bear faying,  that  I  fincerely  think  this  the 
moil  important  conjuncture,  that  any  Prince 
has  been  in,  fince  the  time  that  your  Excel- 
lency's anceftor  *  was  attacked  by  the  faction 
which  begun  with  him,  and  did  not  conclude 
tbeir  tragedy  even  with  his  mafter.  That 
king  fealed  the  warrant  of  his  own  execu- 
tion, when  he  gave  up  his  fervant,  and  our 
miftrefs  has  no  way  of  fecurmg  herfelf,  but 
exerting  her  power  to  protect  her  ministers, 
who  have  refcued  4ier  from  dorneitic  bon- 
dage, and  are  going  on  to  relieve  her  from 
foreign  oppreflion.  I  will  never  deceive  you, 

*  Thomas  Wentworth,  created  Earl  of  Straffbrd  1639, 
attainted  and  beheaded  1641  :  about  the  end  of  that  year,  h,is 
fon  William  was  reftored  to  his  titles,  but  all  his  honours  be- 
came extinft  in  1695,  except  the  Barony  of  Raby,  which  came 
by  limitation  to  this  Thomas  Wentworth,  as  heir  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Wentworth,  brother  to  Thomas,  firft  Earl  of  Strafford. 

mv 
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my  Lord,  I  would  not  do  it,  even  in  the  moft 
pardonable,  the  moft  agreeable  manner,  by 
concealing  real  dangers,  and  giving  falfc 
hopes ;  you  may  therefore,  depend  upon  me 
when  I  tell  you  that  I  think  all  fafe,  and  the 
Queen  determined-)". 

The  only  difficulty  me  laboured  under,  be- 
fides  a  little  natural  flownefs,  was  the  habit 
which  me  has  with  the  Duchefs  of  Somerfet, 
and  the  apprehenfion  of  not  finding  fome- 
body  to  fill  a  place  fo  near  her  perfon,  whom 
ihe  could  like. 

I  need  make  no  apology  for  entering  fo 
minutely  into  thefe  matters  fince  your  Excel- 
lency is  too  milch  engaged  in  the  Queen's 
caufe,  not  to  be  defirous  of  knowing  every 
particular  how  it  feres. 

The  Queen  was  much  pleafed  with  your 
Excellency's  bait  for  Prince  Eugene,  and  if 
he  comes  over,  nothing  can  be,  in  my  opi- 
nion, more  proper  ;  but  upon  the  whole  mat- 
ter, it  is  better  he  mould  fray  where  he  is. 

The  faclion  would  mow  him  about,  and 
make  him  their  tool  many  ways  ;  and  though 
1  have  no  apprehenfions  of  any  effort  they 

f  It  appears  from  Swift's  Diary,  that  Oxford  fuppofed  tjie 
Queen  to  be  then  deterniirud  to  fupport  her  miiiifters. 
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can  make,  provided  the  Queen  be  true  t® 
herfelf,  yet  they  are  capable  of  any  thing; 
neither  tumults,  nor  the  confequences  of 
them,  would  ftop  their  rneafures,  and  it  is 
our  bufinefs  to  keep  the  ferment  as  long  as 
we  can  at  home,  while  we  are  carrying  on 
fo  great  a  work. 

Your  Excellency  will  have  feen  by  my 
•difpatches,  what  flyle  Moniieur  Buys  ought 
to  have  writ  to  his  maflers  in,  and  nothing 
has  palfed  with  him,  of  which  I  have  not 
given  you  conftant  and  exacl:  relations. 

Buys  has,  I  know,,  dropped,  that  upon  con- 
dition we  would  yield  to  let  the  Dutch  into 
half  the  advantages  of  trade  which  we  are 
to  have,  he  would  undertake  to  procure  a  re- 
iblution  of  the  States,  counter  to  that  of  our 
Houfe  of  Lords'*;  but  this  is  a  meannefs 
*vhich  tho(e  who  have  the  honour  to  ferve 
the  Queen,  are  incapable  of  fubmitting  to. 
Let  the  peace  be  a  good  one  for  Holland,  but 
-Jet  it  be  moft  advantageous  for  Britain,  who 
buffered  moft  by  the  war. 

I  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  able  to 

*  Upon  motion,  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  for  an  amend- 
ment to  the  addrefs,  voted,  that  no  peace  could  be  fafe  and 
"honourable  to  Great  Britain,  if  Spain  and  the  Weft  Indies 
-*were  to  be  allotted  to  any  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourboru 

j  make 
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make   our   friends   at   Amfterdam,  .and  in: 
other  places,  concur  more  heartily, and  more  <• 
openly  with  you  ;    let  them  think  for  them- 
felves  of  the  particulars,  which  will  com- 
pofe   a   fecure    barrier;    there    is   no    plan 
which  a  Dutchman,  who   fincerely  deftrest 
the  peace,  can  form  upon   this  head,  into 
which  the  Queen  will  not  very  readily  corne^ 
Affaire  them  of  this,  and  fear  not  being  dif- 
avowed ;   but  tell  them  at  the  fame   time, 
that   they   muft   walk   uprightly   with   the' 
Queen. 

In  point  of  commerce,  your  Excellency 
fees  what  the  Queen  has  promifed  to  infill 
upon,  and  I  can  aflure  you,  her  word  will  be 
kept. 

The  paflports  go  to-night  to  France  \  what 
Buys  means,  by  faying  the  delay  was  occa- 
fioned  by  an  objection  flarted  in  our  Cabinet, 
I  cannot  imagine  ;  he  propofed  the  flep,  the 
whole  council  thought  it  unnecefTary,  and  at 
lafl  agreed  with  him,  purely  out  of  complai- 
fance.  You  will  have  found  this  matter 
ftated  in  former  letters,  of  mine. 

For  God's  fake,  make  no  fcruple  about  the 
number  of  mefTengers  whom  you  fend,  leave 

always 
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always  as  little  to  hazard  as  is  poflible ;  1 
fhall  difpatch  another  to  you  on  Tuefday. 

I  have  not  time  yet  to  read  over  the  book 
which  you  are  pleafed  to  tranfmit ;  I  fear,  if 
it  (hould  be  worth  an  anfwer,  that  we  have 
no  one  capable  of  doing  it,  whom  I  mould 
care  to  truft*. 

My  good  Lord,  adieu, 

I  am,  &c. 


70  the  Ear/  of  Peterborough. 
MY  LORD> 

December  I5th,  1711. 

I  BEG  of  you  to  believe,  that  if  you  have 
been  longer  without  letters  from  me  than 
ufual,  it  has  been  owing  to  no  reafon  but 
the  uncertainty  whither  to  lend  fafely,  and 
the  daily  expectation  of  writing  by  a  courier, 
who  I  thought  would  have  carried  you  dif- 

patches  from  the  other  office-K 

The 

*  Probably,  Bolingbroke  thought  the  book  unworthy  of 
an  anfwer ;  his  plea  of  having  no  one  able  to  anfwer  it,  will 
fcarce  be  admitted,  when  the  reader  reflects  that  Swift,  Prior, 
Friend,  Oldfworth,  and  many  more  were  writers  for  the  mini- 
ftry,  and  Bolingbroke  and  Oxford  occasionally  fupplied  ma- 
terials. 

f  Harley,  in  his  project  of  an  adminiftration  (publiflied  by 
Lord  Hardwicke)  mentions  the  expediency  of  gaining  over 

the 
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The  fufpenfe  which  the  intrigues  of  our 
confederates,  and  the  allies  here,  have  kept 
us  in,  has  been  prodigious.  I  hope,  by  per- 
feverance,  we  fhall  fettle  into  fome  meafurc 
for  peace  or  war,  at  laft. 

If  you  come  over,  I  fhall  embrace  you 
with  the  greateft  pleafure,  and  open  fuch  a 
fcene  to  you,  as  will  make  you  think,  if 
poffible,  of  fome  people  worfe  than  you  do 
already  ;  if  you  do  not  come  home  yet,  I 
Will  tranfmit  to  you  in  cypher,  the  cleared 
account  I  can  of  our  fecret  hiftory. 

Your  nephew,  Mr.  Mordaunt,  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  introduce  to  the  Queen,  to 
whom  he  prefented  a  letter  from  the  Duke 
of  Savoy.  He  is  worthy  of  your  family,  I 
never  knew  a  prettier  youth,  my  beft  fervices 
mall  attend  him. 

I  am,  &c. 

the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  and  others.  After  they  had  ac- 
quired his  fupport,  the  Miniftry,  aware  of  his  enthufiaftic 
turn  of  mind,  which  occasionally  hurried  him  to  aft  beyond 
his  inftru&ions,  do  not  appear  to  have  trufted  him  with  the 

Secret  of  affairs,  and  hence  tiiofe  frequent  apologies. 


To  the  Earl  of  Str afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  Dec.  i8th,  1711. 

THOUGH  the  Committee  of  Council  fat 
extremely  late  this  evening,  I  cannot  neglect 
writing  a  few  lines,  to  give  you  an  account 
of  a  pafTage  which  is  pretty  extraordinary. 

Monfieur  Buys  being  with  my  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  myfelf, 
this  morning,  in  order  to  iign  the  treaty, 
whereof  your  Excellency  will  receive  a  copy, 
let  himfelf  in  to  fay,  that  he  thought  we 
ought,  in  refpecl  to  the  friend/hip  between 
the  two  nations,  to  acquaint  him  with  the 
advantages  which  have  been  ftipulated  for 
Great  Britain ;  and  he  looked  upon  his 
country  to  be  entitled  by  treaty,  to  mare 
them  with  us.  He  added,  that  there  was 
another  reafon,  why  we  mould  at  prefent  be 
ftill  more  inclined  to  comply  with  him,  for 
fince  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
he  took  it  for  granted,  it  would  be  a  hazard- 
ous point  for  us  to  give  up  Spain  ;  and  there 
fore,  that  we  would  do  well  to  induce  the 
States  to  help  us  out  of  this  difficulty.  I 

took 
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took  up  this  harangue  with  fome  real,  but 
more  affected,  warmth  ;  and  told  him,  that 
there  was  not  any  man  in  the  Queen's  coun- 
cil capable  of  fo  great  a  Idcbeti\  that  any 
thing  injurious  to  Holland,  any  thing  which 
might  juftly  tend  to  break  the  good  corref- 
pondence  between  us,  would,  I  am  confi- 
dent, be  at  all  times  readily  departed  from, 
but  that  we  fcorned  to  fcrjpen  ourielves  at 
the  expence  of.  our  country  ;  that  the  refolu- 
tion  he  mentioned,  and  which  was  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  foreign  minifters  inter- 


^  iling  in  our  affairs,  might,  and  I  be- 
lieved would  have  an  effect,  which  the  pro- 
jectors of  it  had  not  foreieen;  that  if  the 
peace  was  rendered  impracticable,  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  would  certainly  put  the  war  on 
another  foot,  and  reduce  the  public  expence 
to  fuch  a  compafs,  as  our  treaties  in  the 
flricteft  fenfe  require,  and  as  we  are  able  to 
>bear  ;  after  which  the  partifans  for  war,  mufl 
fee,  how  to  fupply  the  deficiency. 

I  found  this  reply  had  its  effect  upon  him, 
and  I  believe  the  fame  language  may  be  of 
ufe,  on  fome  occalions,  where  your  Excel- 
lency is. 

I  am,  &« 

VOL.  II.  G  To 
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To  the  Earl  of  Strafford*. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  December  i8th,  1711. 

I  HAVE  only  time,  by  this  night's  poft, 
to  tranfmit  to  your  Excellency  the  inclofed 
copy  of  the  treaty  figned  this  morning  be- 
tween her  Majefty  and  the  States-General ; 
in  which  your  Excellency  will  obferve,  that 
the  mention  of  the  former  alliances  between 
thefe  two  nations  is  omitted  ;  and,  indeed, 
fmce  the  Emperor  and  other  Princes  and 
States  are  to  be  invited  to  become  parties 
thereof,  it  would  have  been  abfurd  to  have 
ftipulated  a  revival  and  confirmation  of  trea- 
ties, with  which  they  have  no  concern. 

The  bromllon  of  the  inftruclions  for  the 
Gongrefs  has  been  read  to  night ;  and  will 
on  Thnrfday  be  finally  fettled.  By  Friday's 
poft  your  Excellency  mall  not  fail  to  receive 
them.  My  Lord  Privy  Seal  will  fet  forward 
about  that  time,  but  whether  he  gets  over 
foon  enough  or  not,  I  judge  that  the  Queen's 
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intention  will  be,  that  your  Excellency  mould 
repair  to  Utrecht  by  the  i2th  of  January, 
N.S. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  St.  JOHN. 


Mr.  Ttifon  to  the  Earl  of  Str afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  i8th  December,  1711. 

MR.  Secretary  having  finimed  his  letter 
to  your  Excellency,  has  ordered  me  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  a  point  which  he  forgot  to 
mention  himfelf. 

Your  Excellency  will  fee,  by  the  inclofed 
extract  of  the  journals  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  Mr.  Secretary  was  in  the 
right  when  he  afTerted  to  you,  and  to  others 
her  Majefty's  Minifters,  the  fettlement  of  the 
quotas  for  the  war  upon  making  the  grand 
alliance.  That  treaty  mentions  a  peculiar 
fpecification  intended  to  be  made  of  the  feve- 
ral  proportions ;  but  it  is  feared,  that  by 
fome  very  great  omiffion,  fuch  a  particular 
convention  was  never  made  in  form.  How- 
ever, Mr.  Secretary  himfelf  very  well  re- 

*  Public  letter. 
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members,  that  the  number  of  troops  to  be 
furnimed  by  England  and  Holland  were 
by  the  King's  command  communicated  to  a 
Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  by  my 
Lord  Marlborough.  And  your  Excellency 
fees  by  the  Journal,  that  Mr.  Vernon,  then 
Secretary  of  State,  laid  the  fame  before  the 
Houfe  of  CommonsT.  The  number  there 
allotted  to  the  Dutch  is  102,000,  by  which 
only  6c,ooo  were  meant  to  be  brought  into 
the  held  ;  the  other  42,000  being  what  they 
faid  they  were  obliged  to  have  in  garrifon. 
I  am,  with  great  refpecl,  &c. 

GEO.  TILSON. 

•}-  ;<  Ext  raft  from  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Veneris,  9  Jan.  13.  Will.  3.  ii. 

•  "  MR.  SECRETARY  VERNON  acquainted  the  Houfe  that  he 
was  directed  by  his  Majefty  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  the  quotas 
agreed  to  be  furnifhed  by  his  Majefty,  the  Emperor,  and  the 
States-General  in  purfuance  of  the  treaties  iaid  before  the 
Houfe;  and  he  preferred  the  fame  to  the  Houfe.  and  the  fame 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 

«'  In  relation  to  the  quotas  that  are  agreed  to  be  furnifhed 
by  his  Majt-fty,  the  Emperor,  and  the  States- General,  for  mak- 
ing good  their  alliances,  it  was  agreed  : 

"  That  the  Emperor  fhould  furnifh  90,000  men  to  aft 
againft  France,  confifting  of  66,oco  foot  ard  24  coo  horfe  and 
dragoons,  not  reckoning  the  reft  of  his  troops,  that  will  re- 
main in  Hungary,  or  other  parts  of  the  Emperor's  hereditary 
countries. 

"  The  States  are  to  furnifh  102,000  men,  confifting  of 
82,000  foot,  and  20,000  horfe  and  dragoons. 

"  The  quota  promifed  for  England  is  40,000  men,  confift- 
ino-  of  33,000  foot  and  7000  horfe  and  dragoons,  which  are 
tolft  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of  the  allies." 

To 
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To  the  Earl  of  Str afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  December  2  ift,  1711. 

THE  Queen  got  cold  yefterday  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  has  a  little  fit  of  the 
gout,  which  will  hinder  me  from  difpatch- 
ing  the  meilenger,  as  I  intended  to  have 
done,  by  this  packet.  My  Lord  Privy  Seal 
fets  out  on  Monday. 

Buys  will,  I  believe,  have  his  laft  au- 
dience on  Sunday.  The  addrefs  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  will  '(how  how  far  thofe 
are  from  obtaining  their  aim,  who  thought 
hindering  the  peace  was  a  fure  and  efFeclual 
method  to  make  us  continue  the  war  on  the 
old  fooL  It  is  a  misfortune  that  the  enemy 
mould  fee  Britain  determined  to  contract  her 
expences ;  but  they  muft  be  blamed  who 
have  brought  the  Parliament  to  this  temper, 
and  who  have  made  it  reafonable  for  the 
Miniflers  not  to  oppofe  the  meafure.  In- 
ftead  of  cabaling  with  our  factions,  had  the 
allies  treated  with  the  Queen,  we  .mould  all 
have  found  our  account  better  in  it.  I  be- 
lieve, however,  that  nothing  will  contribute 
more  to  determine  the  Dutch  and  the  Impe- 
G  3  rialift 


86  LETTERS    AND 

rialifls  to  make  peace  than  a  convidion  that 
they  are  going  to  lofe  their  bubbles. 

Your  Excellency  will  believe  that  I  was 
furprized  when  Bonet  told  me  to-day,  that 
the  King  of  Pruflia  muft  demand  100,000 
crowns  more  per  annum  for  his  troops  in 
Italy,  which  will  bring  the  whole  expence  of 
the  corps  to  500,000  crowns  a  year. 

The  two  Houfes  will  adjourn  to-morrow 
for  a  fortnight,  and  I  hope,  that  during  the 
recefs,  the  Queen  will  fettle  her  govern- 
ment. She  has  had  experience  fufficient 
how  efTentially  necefTary  it  is  to  do  fo. 

J  am,  &c. 


To  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  December  27,  17*11. 

THE  fubftance  of  what  patted  on  Mon- 
day laft,  when  the  Count  de  MarFei  attended 
my  Lords  at  the  cock-pit,  is  as  follows : 

He  reprefented,  that  his  matter  had  re- 
ceived from  France  the  fecret  article  made 
in  his  favour ;  that  it  was  plain  France  en- 
deavoured to  amufe  his  Royal  Highnefs  by 
$n  expectation  of  aggrandizement  on  the 

fide 
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fide  of  Italy,  and  hoped  by  that  means  to 
evade  the  ceflioii  of  that  barrier,  which  is 
fo  eflential  to  the  fafety  of  Savoy,  of  Pied- 
mont, and  of  Italy  itfelf.  He  proceeded  to 
open  the  particulars  of  that  ultimatum 
which  his  Royal  Highnefs,  to  facilitate  as 
much  as  poffible  the  peace,  will  be  contented 
with  ;  it  is,  in  fhort,  the  fame  barrier  which 
he  has  on  all  occafions  demanded,  except  in 
thefe  inftances,  he  is  willing  to  recede  from 
Mont  Dauphin  and  Briai^on,  provided  the 
latter  be  demolished ;  he  demands  the  fur- 
render  of  the  Fort  de  Barreau ;  but  ac- 
quaints the  Queen,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
will  be  fatisfied  with  the  demolition  of  it ; 
and  that  he  hopes  fome  coniideration  will  be 
had  of  an  equivalent  for  Mont  Meillan, 
which  has  been  fo  deftroyed  by  the  enemy, 
as  to  leave  no  poffibility  of  being  ever  made 
a  barrier  to  that  country. 

He  was  defired  to  draw  up  a  memorial 
upon  this  head,  and  was  promifed  that  it 
fhould  be  tranfmitted  to  her  Majefty's  pleni- 
potentiaries,  to  ferve  as  their  inftruclion.  In 
the  mean  time,  it  was  faid  that  he  might 
alRire  his  matter,  that  the  Queen  would 
G  4  peremptorily 
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peremptorily  infill:  upon  his  barrier,  accord-: 
ing  to  his  plan,  and  not  depart  from  it. 

He  infifted  again  on  the  aggrandizement 
of  his  mafter  in  Italy ;  and  urged  all  thofe 
arguments,  which  your  Lordfhip  has,  in 
former  conferences,  heard  fo  often  repeated, 
and  denred  pofitive  declarations,  in  writing^ 
of  her  Majefty's  intentions  in  both  cafes. 
As  to  the  firft,  my  Lords  fee  no  difficulty 
in  your  Lordfhip  writing  plainly  and  ftrongly 
to  him,  to  the  purpofe  above-mentioned. 
As  to  the  fecond,  all  that  my  Lords  could 
fay,  and  all  that  they  thought  it  might  be 
advifeable  for  your  Lordihip  to  write,  was, 
that  her  Majefty  continues  ftill  in  the  fame 
difpofition  towards  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and 
in  the  fame  fentiments  concerning  his  in- 
tereft,  as  he  has  been  already  acquainted 
with,  but  that  me  forefees  great  difficulties 
in  rendering  any  fuch  fcheme  practicable, 
and  that  me  thinks  the  marriage  of  the 

o 

Prince  of  Piedmont  to  the  Archduchefs  muft 
be  the  foundation  of  all  future  demands ; 
that  her  Majerty  is  ready  to  do  her  utmoft  in 
preffing  this  forward,  as  well  as  in  obtain- 
ing the  money  due  from  the  Imperial  Court 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs ;  that  it  is  impolTible 

me 
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ihe  mould  be  able,  before  the  opening  of  the 
Congrels,  to  reduce  her  own  intereft  to  a 
certainty,  but  that  me  will  have  the  fame 
concern,  and  infill  with  the  fame  firmnefs, 
for  his  as  for  her  own. 

Your  Lordmip  will  pleafe  to  write  to  the 
Count  de  Maffei,  who  expects  to  hear  from 
you. 

I  am,  &c. 


To  the  Earl -of  Strafford* . 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  28th  December,  1711. 

I  DISPATCH  this  courier  in  a  boat  taken 
on  purpofe,  and  with  orders  to  be  fet  on 
fhore  the  fir  ft  land  they  can  reach,  that  he 
may  lofe  no  time  in  delivering  his  difpatches 
to  ybur  Lordmip ;  fince  the  Queen  deiires 
the  orders  contained  in  the  letter  may  be 
executed  as  fbon  as  porlible. 

On  Thurfday,  Monfieur  Hoffman,  the  Im- 
perial Refident,  came  to  my  office,  and  de- 
livered me  the  following  meflage,  which  I 
took  in  writing  as  he  fpoke  it ;  That  hav- 
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ing  acquainted  Prince  Eugene  with  the 
anfwer  given  by  her  Majefty  to  his  defire  of 
a  yatch  and  convoy  to  bring  him  into  Bri- 
tain, the  Prince  had  lent  an  exprefs  to  him, 
and  had  directed  him  to  renew  his  applica- 
tion. That  the  Prince  writes  that  he  cannot 
neglect  to  come  over,  although  her  Majefty 
be  determined  not  to  treat  here,  either  011 
the  operations  of  war,  or  the  meafures  of 
peace  ;  fince  his  chief  commiffion  is  to  re- 
new and  to  confirm  the  friendship  and  good 
correfpondence  between  her  Majefty  and  the 
Emperor. 

That  the  Queen  and  her  Minifters  (hall 
have  all  imaginable  reafon  to  be  fatisfied 
with  his  conduct ;  that  he  can  ftay  here  but 
few  days  ;  and  finally,  that  he  hopes  that 
the  firft  yatch  and  convoy  may  be  ordered  to 
attend  him,  whether  they  be  thofe  which 
were  appointed  for  the  Pruffian  Minifter, 
Monfieur  Marefchalch,  or  thofe  which  are 
going  with  my  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

Upon  the  report  which  I  made  laft  night 
in  Cabinet-council-of  this  matter,  her  Ma- 
jefty was  pleafed  to  fignify  her  pleafure,  that 
your  Excellency  do  immediately  let  Prince 
Eugene  know,  that  fhe  has  received  fuch  an 

account 


CORRESPONDENCE,     &C.  9! 

account  of  the  instances  which  he  has  di- 
rected  Monfieur  Hoffman   to  make:    your 
Excellency  will   repeat  upon    this  occafion 
the  fubflance  of  what  is  above  written ;  and 
you  will  add,  that  the  Queen  has  exprefsly 
commanded  you   to  acquaint  him,  that  (he 
flill  infills  on  having  the  operations  of  the 
next  campaign  fettled  at  the  Hague,  as  what 
relates  to  peace  is  referred  to  the  Congrefs  at 
Utrecht.     That  when  the  quotas  of  his  Im- 
perial Majefly,  of  the  States- General,  and  of 
the  other  allies,  mall   have  been  concerted 
and  afcertained,  her  Majefly's  refolution  will 
be  foon  declared ;  and  there  Can  be  no  doubt 
made,  even  before-hand,  of  her  being  ready 
to   perform   her  part.      That  her   Majeftjr 
thinks  this  the  mofl  important  fervice  which 
the  Prince  can  employ  himfelf  in,  at  this 
feafon,  for  the  common  caufe.     That  if  the 
Prince  is  to  make  any  excufe  for  the  con- 
duel:  of  the  Count  de  Gallas,  this  flep  is  un- 
neceflary,    fince    her   Majefty's    refentment 
went  no  farther  than  to  the  perfon  of  that 
gentleman  -y  and  fince  any  other  minifler  the 
Emperor  mail  pleafe  to  nominate,  will  be 
very  agreeable  to  her,  according   to   what 
(he  has  already  declared.     That  her  Ma- 
5  jetty's 
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jefty's  friendfliip  to  the  Emperor  is  very 
entire,  and  wants  neither  to  be  renewed  nor 
confirmed.  . 

And  laflly,  your  Excellency  is  to  telj  the 
Prince,  that  his  name  has  been  made  ufe  of 
on  fo  many  occafions  of  late,  to  create  a  fer- 
ment, and  to  excite  fedition,  that  her  Ma- 
jefly  judges  it  to  be  neither  fafe  for  him,  nor 
convenient  for  her,  that  he  mould  at  this 
time  come  over ;  but  that  as  foon  as  her 
Majefty  mail  have  fo  difpofed  of  her  affairs, 
as  to  remove  this  objection  ;  there  is  no  one 
whom  me  will  be  more  glad  to  fee,  or  re- 
ceive better,  than  himfelf. 

sWhen  your  Excellency  mall  have  in  this 
manner  (which  you  are  to  do  with  great  re- 
gard to  the  Emperor,  and  great  civility  to 
the  Prince,  but  at  the  fame  time  with  great 
firmnefs)  declared  her  Majefly's  refblution, 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppoied  that  this  point  will  be 
any  farther  preiTed  j  and  the  Queen's  orders 
are  already  given  to  my  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, that  the  captains  of  the  men  of 
war,  and  of  the  yatchs  do  prefume  to  re- 
ceive no  perfon  on  board,  except  fuch  as 
(hall  be  appointed  to  come  over,  either  by 

orders 
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orders  from    hence,    or   from   your  Excel- 
lency. 

The  fame  direction  is  given  to  the  Poft- 
mafter  General  for  the  packet-boats. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  St.  JOHN. 

Since  I  wrote  this,  I  have  been  advifed 
rather  to  fend  the  meflenger  by  the  way  of 
Harwich  than  Oftend,  as  the  beft  way,  now 
the  wind  is  come  a  little  wefterly. 


To  the  Lord  Prfoy  Seal*. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  28th  December,  1711. 

WE  (hare  in  the  uneafineis  which  your 
Lordfhip  labours  under,  both  on  the  public 
account,  and  your  own,  by  being,  detained 
on  the  river. 

Her  Majefty  is  fo  earneft,  and  thinks  it  of 
fo  much  confequence  to  her  fervice  to  have 
your  Lordfhip  arrive  as  foon  as  poflible  on 
the  other  fide,  that  me  has  commanded  me 
to  fend  this  exprefs  to  you  -,  and  to  let  you 
know,  that  if  by  reafon  of  the  winds  or  the 
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ice,  you  fhould  not  be  able  to  get  into  any 
port  of  Holland,  it  is  her  pleafure  that  you 
endeavour  to  land  at  Oftend. 

The  full  powers  *  of  enabling  your  Lord* 
fhip  and  the  Earl  of  Straford  to  make  fuch 

•     treaties 
/ 

*  "   Inftru&ions  for  the   Right  Reverend 
(L.S.)         Father   in  God,  our  right   trufty  and 
well-beloved  Counfellor,    John    Lord 
"  ANNE   R.     Bifhop  of  Briftol,  our  Keeper  of  our 
Privy  Seal,  whom  we  have  appointed 
to  be  one  of  our  Plenipotentiaries  for 
the  Treaty  of  a  General  Peace.     Given 
at  our  Co'urt  of  St.  James's,  the  twenty- 
third  day  of   December,    1711,  in  the 
tenth  year  of  our  Reign. 

«  Having  received  our  inftruclions,  and  your  other  necef- 
farv  difpatches,  you  are,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  repair  to  the 
Hague.  Upon  your  arrival  at  this  place,  you  are,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  our  Amba  (Fader-ex- 
traordinary and  Plenipotentiary  there,  to  reprefent  to  the 
Penfionary,  and  to  the  other  Minifters  of  our  good  friends 
and  allies  the  States-General,  how  defirous  we  are  to  bring 
the  Negociations  of  Peace,  which  are  to  be  now  opened,  to  an 
happy  iffue. 

*'  According  to  thofe  repeated  aflurances,  which  we  have 
already  given,  you  are  again,  upon  this  occafion,  to  declare  in 
our  name,  that  as  we  have  in  the  profecution  of  this  war,  for 
the  common  intereft  of  Europe,  exerted  ourfelves  beyond 
what  is  required  by  our  treaties,  or  what  could  have  been  ex- 
pefted  from  us,  fo  we  will  not  upon  any  account  whatfoever, 
be  provoked,  or  induced  to  lofe  the  effeft  of  all  the  facri- 
fices  which  we  have  made,  or  to  conclude  any  peace,  wherein 
the  Allies  in  general,  and  each  Confederate  in  particular,  may 
not  find  their  ample  fecurity,  and  their  reafonable  fatisfac- 
tion. 

«'  You  will  fay,  that  we  afiure  ourfelves  they  can  make  no 
doubt  of  that  efpecial  regard  which  we  have  for  their  nation, 
fince  by  the  accounts  which  the  Sieur  Buys,  their  Envoy- 
extraordinary  to  us,  will  have  given  them,  they  muft  have 
obferved  that  we  look  upon  their  interelb  as  infeparable  from 

our 
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treaties  between  her  Majefty  and  the  States- 
General,  or  any  other  of  the  allies,  as  (hall 
appear  to  be  necefTary,  in  order  to  remove 
all  ground  of  complaint,  and  to  confirm  that 
good  underftanding  among  the  confederates, 
which  mufl  be  the  great  iecurity  of  the 


our  own  ;  that  our  intentions  were  explained  without  referve 
to  him  ;  and  that  we  are  ready  to  infift,  in  the  manner  which 
they  themfelves  fhail  defire,  upon  their  barrier,  and  upon 
thofe  advantages  which  they  expecT:  in  trade ;  as  well  as  ta 
concert  with  them  that  fcheme  of  a  treaty  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  engage  to  each  other,  that  we  will  never  recede 
from. 

"  You  are  further  to  reprefent,  of  how  great  importance  it 
is,  that  we  fliould  enter  into  this  Congrefs  under  the  ties  of 
the  ftricteft  confidence ;  and  the  minifters  of  Britain  and 
Holland  flieuld  entirely  concur,  and  proceed  as  one  man,  in 
every  inftancc  throughout  the  courfe  of  thefe  negotiations. 

**  To  this  purpofe  it  is  our  pleafure  that  you  do  concert 
with  fuch  of  the  minifters  of  the  States  as  fhall  be  appointed 
to  confer  with  you,  the  manner  of  opening  the  conferences, 
and  the  moft  proper  method  for  carrying  on  the  fame.  That 
you  do  declare  yourfelf  to  be  inftru6ted  when  you  arrive  at 
Utrecht,  on  all  occurrences  freely  to  communicate  your 
thoughts,  and  the  meafures  which  you  take,  to  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  States-General,  and  that  we  hope  the  fame 
inftru6tions  will  be  given  on  their  part. 

"  Before  you  leave  the  Hague,  you  are  to  acquaint  the 
Penfionary,  and  the  other  Minifters,  that  our  preparations 
for  the  next  campaign  are  carried  on  with  all  the  difpatch  and 
vigour  which  the  prefent  circumftances  of  aflfa  rs  will  allow. 
And  you  are,  in  the  warmeft  manner,  to  infift  that  the  fame 
may  be  done  by  them  ;  and  that  we  may  both  join  in  preffing 
his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  the  other  Allies,  to  concur  more 
heartily  in  the  common  caufe,  and  to  make  greater  effort* 
againft  the  enemy,  than  they  have  hitherto  done ;  without 
which,  it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that  the  war  muft  languid!  in 
feveral  parts  of  it,  and  the  terms  of  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace  become  more  difficult  to  be  obtained. 

«  A.  R." 
"  Inftruciions 
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general  peace,  which  you  are  going  over  td 
treat,  I  tranfmit   to  your  Lordfhip  by  this 

opportunity  ; 

"  Inftru&ions  for  the  Right  Reverend 
(L.  S.)  Father  in  God,  our  right  trufty  and 
well-beloved  Counfellor,  John  Lord 
"  ANNE  R.  Bifhop  of  Briftol,  our  Keeper  of  our 
Privy  Seal,  and  for  our  right  trufty  and 
right  well-beloved  Coufin  and  Counfel- 
lor, Thomas  Earl  of  Strafford,  our  Am- 
bafiador-extraordinary  and  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  whom, 
we  have  appointed  to  be  our  Plenipo- 
tentiaries for  the  Treaty  of  a  General 
Peace.  Given  at  our  Court  of  St. 
James's,  the  twenty-third  day  Decem- 
ber, 1711,  in  the  tenth  year  of  our 
Reign. 

"  Upon  your  arrival  at  Utrecht,  you  are  to  begin  by  con- 
certing with  the  miniflers  of  our  Allies  in  what  manner  it 
may  be  mod  proper  to  open  the  conferences,  and  what  me- 
thod to  obferve  in  the  progrefs  of  the  Treaty.  You  will 
upon  this,  and  upon  all  other  occalions,  earneftly  reprefent 
to  thefe  miniflers,  the  great  importance  of  appearing  united  ; 
and,  for  that  reafon,  recommend  to  them,  that  if  any  diffe- 
rence or  difpute  fhouid  arife,  the  fame  fhould  be  accommo- 
dated amongft  yourfelves,  that  France  may  have  no  hold  to 
break  in  upon  you  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  whenever  you 
meet  the  enemy's  miniflers  in  the  Congrefs,  every  opinion 
that  is  delivered,  and  every  inflance  that  is  made,  may  be 
backed  by  the  concurrent  force  of  the  whole  Confederacy. 

**  In  order  to  bring  this  great  work  to  a  fpeedy  iil'ue,  and 
to  prevent  as  much  as  pofTible  any  advantage  which  the 
encsny  might  take,  by  a  long  negociation,  of  dividing  the  Al- 
lies, or  of  llackening  their  preparations  for  another  campaign, 
you  are  to  propofe,  that  a  time  be  fixed  for  the  conclufion, 
as  was  done  for  the  commencement,  of  thefe  Conferences. 

"  If  it  fhall  be  thought  proper  to  begin  by  the  difpofitkm 
of  the  Spanifii  monarch;,,  you  are  to  iufift  that  the  fecurity 
and  the  reafonable  fatisiaction  which  the  Allies  expect,  and 
which  his  Mofl  Chriftian  Majefty  has  promifed,  cannot  be 
obtained,  if  Spain  and  the  Weft-Indies  be  allotted  to  any 
branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  And  in  cafe  the  enemy 

Ihould 
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opportunity ;    feveral   papers   necefTary    for 
your   Lordfhip's   information    are   like  wife 

fent; 


fliould  objedl,  as  the  Imperial  minifters  have  done,  that  the 
fecond  article  of  the  feven,  figned  by  the  Sieur  Mefnager, 
implies,  that  the  Duke  of  Anjou  (hall  continue  on  the  Throne 
of  Spain,  you  are  to  infift  that  thofe  articles,  as  far  as  they 
extend,  are  indeed  binding  to  France,  but  that  they  lay 
neither  us  nor  our  Allies  under  any  pofitive  obligation.  That 
they  were  received  only  as  inducements  for  opening  of  con- 
ferences ;  and  that  an  agreement  to  take  meafures  for  pie- 
renting  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Spain  from  being  ever 
united  upon  one  head,  cannot  be  conftrued  by  any  means  to 
imply,  that  the  latter  fliould  remain  to.  the  prefent  polTeflbr ; 
iince,  by  the  fixth  article  of  the  Preliminaries  made  in  1709, 
this  very  point  was  infifted  upon,  although  in  the  fame  Pre- 
liminaries it  was  agreed  that  the  Duke  of  Anjou  fhould  aban- 
don the  Throne  of  Spain.  In  treating  therefoie  upon  this 
head,  you  are  to  confider,  and  fettle,  in  conjunction  with  our 
Allies,  the  m;Jft  effectual  meafures  for  preventing  the  Crowns 
of  France  and  Spain  from  being  ever  united  on  one  head  ; 
and  the  conditions  which  fhall  be  agreed  as  neceflary  to  this 
effect,  you  are  peremptorily  to  infift  upon. 

u  Whether  the  great  article  of  the  Spanifh  Monarchy 
fhall  be  in  the  firft  place  adjufted,  or  whether  it  fhall  be 
thought  expedient  to  defer  the  confideration  thereof,  you  are, 
in  the  behalf  of  our  Allies,  to  demand  of  France  the  fol- 
lowing terms,  with  fuch  extenfions  and  alterations  as  the 
feveral  parties  concerned  may  be  defirous  of,  and  as  (hall  ap- 
pear juft  and  reafonable.  And  for  your  better  information, 
and  guidance,  as  well  in  refpect  to  thefe  articles  as  to  others, 
the  feveral  Memorials  and  Reprefentations  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  divers  Princes  and  States,  concerning  their  in- 
terefts  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  are  herewith  delivered  to 
you. 

44  In  the  firft  place,  in  refpecl  to  the  Interefts  of  our 
good  brother  the  Emperor,  and  of  the  Empire,  you  are  to 
infift  that  the  Town  and  Citadel  of  Strafhurg  be  reftored  to 
them,  in  the  fame  condition  they  are  at  prefent,  together  with 
the  Fort  of  Kehl,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  fltuated  on 
both  fides  -of  the  Rhine,  without  the  repayment  of  any  de- 
mand of  charges  under  any  pretext  whatfoever,  with  one 
hundred  pieces  of  brafs  cannon  of  different  fazes,  and  am- 

VOL.  li.  H  munition 
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fent ;  and  I  will  take  care  that  thofe  which 
remain  behind  may   come   to   your    hands 
•  before  you  arrive  at  Utrecht. 

The 


munition  in  proportion.  That  the  faid  Town  of  Strafburg 
be  likewife  reftored  to  the  rank,  prerogatives,  and  pri- 
vileges of  an  Imperial  City,  and  do  enjoy  the  fame  in  fuch 
manner  as  they  were  enjoyed  before  it  was  brought  under  the 
dominion  of  his  Mod  Chriftian  Majefty,  both  in  egclefiaftical 
and  civil  rights.  And  you  are  to  demand,  that  the  faid  town 
and  forts  be  effectually  evacuated  in  fuch  time,  and  in  fuch 
manner,  as  fliall  be  agreed  upon  by  you  in  concert  with  our 
allies. 

"  You  are  farther  to  infift,  that  the  town  of  Brifac,  with 
its  territory,  be  reftored.to  his  Imperial  Majefty  and  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  with  all  the  cannon,  artillery,  and  ammu- 
nition that  are  therein,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  his  faid 
Imperial  Majefty  in  fuch  manner  as  he  ought  to  have  held 
and  enjoyed  the  fame  purfuant  to  the  Treaty  of  Ryfwick. 

"  You  are  to  endeavour  to  procure  that  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty  may  hereafter  have  the  pofltflion  of  Alfatia,  in  fuch 
wife  only  as  appears  to  be  according  to  the  literal  fenfe  of  the 
Treaty  of  Weftphalia  ;  and  by  virtue  thereof  that  he  be  con- 
tented with  the  Right  of  Prefecture  over  the  ten  Imperial 
cities  lying  in  the  faid  country  of  Alfatia  ;  \\ithout  extending 
the  faid  right  to  the  prejudice  of  the  prerogatives,  rights,  and 
privileges,  which  belong  to  them  as  to  other  free  cities  of  the 
Empire.  But  that  his  faid  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  may  enjoy 
the  aforefaid  right,  together  with  the  prerogatives,  revenues, 
and  domains,  in  like  manner  as  he  ought  to  have  enjoyed 
them  at  the  time  of  the  conclufion  of  the  Treaty  above-men- 
tionecJ. 

"  You  are  to  demand,  that  the  fortifications  of  the  faid 
Ten  Towns  be  put  into  the  fame  condition  they  were  in  at 
the  time  aforefaid  ;  except  the  town  of  Landau,  the  pofieflion 
and  propriety  whereof  you  are  to  procure  to  the  Emperor  and 
the  Empire,  with  liberty  to  demolifh  the  fortifications  of  that 
place,  if  they  fhould  think  fit. 

"  You  are  likewife  to  infift,  that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty,  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  Treaty  of  Weftphalia,  do  caufe 
t«  be  demolifhed,  in  fuch  time  as  mall  be  agreed  on,  and  at 
his  own  expence,  the  fortrefles  which  he  has  at  prefent  on  the 

Rhine, 
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The  orders  which  I   fend  this  day  by  a 
courier  to  the  Earl  of  Stratford  concerning 

Prince 


Rhine,  from  Bade  to  Philipfburg;  namely,  Huningen,  New 
Brifac,  and  Fort  Lewis,  with  the  works  belonging  to  the  faid 
fort  on  both  fides  of  the  Rhine,  without  ever  rebuilding  the 
fame. 

*'  You  are  further  to  demand,  that  the  Town  and  Fortrefs 
of  Rhinfelt,  with  its  dependencies,  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
our  good  coufin,  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel,  until  that 
matter  be  otherwife  fettled.  , 

"  The  claiife  inferred  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ryfwick,  relating  to  Religion,  being  contrary  to  the  tenour  of 
the  Treaty  of  Weftphalia,  you  are  accordingly  to  infift  that 
the  fame  be  revoked  and  annulled,  and  that  the  ftate  of  Re- 
ligion in  Germany  be  reftored  to  the  tenour  of  the  Treaty  of 
Weftphalia  aforefaid. 

"  You  are  likewife  to  infift,  that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty  do  acknowledge  our  good  brother,  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
in  that  quality  ;  and  that  he  do  promife  not  to  give  his  faid 
Pruffian  Majefty  any  difturbance  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Prin- 
cipality of  Neufchatel,  and  of  the  County  of  Valengin,  and 
that  he  do  reftore  the  Principality  of  Orange  to  thofe  to  whom 
it  fhall  appear  by  law  to  appertain,  and  fuch  other  Eftates  as 
did  belong  to  our  late  dear  brother,  King  William  the  Third, 
which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  France. 

"  You  are  alfo  to  demand,  4he  acknowledging  of  the  Elec- 
torate which  has  been  creeled  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Ha- 
nover, now  Elector  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburg. 

"  And  if  any  difficulty  fhall  arife  concerning  the  time  of 
acknowledging  his  Pruffian  Majefty  and  the  Elector  of  Ha- 
nover, the  minifters  of  France  infifting  not^o  do  it  until  the 
Peace  be  figned,  and  the  minifters  of  thefe  princes  infifting  to 
be  received  as  the  minifters  of  a  crowned  head,  and  of  an. 
Elector,  at  the  fii  ft  opening  of  the  Congrefs,  you  are  in  fuch 
cafe  to  endeavour,  by  fome  expedient,  to  reconcile  the  dif- 
pute.  You  may,  in  the  firft  place,  propofe  that  the  feveral 
minifters  ihould  confer  and  treat  together  without  exchanging 
or  producing  their  full  powers,  until  they  come  to  conclude 
and  fign.  You  may,  in  the  next  place,  offer  that  the  full 
powers  of  the  Pruffian  and  Hanoverian  minifters  be  ac- 
cepted, with  a  declaration  that  this  (hall  be  of  no  confequence 
unlefs  the  general  peace  enfue.  Thirdly,  you  may  endea- 

H  2  vour 
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Prince  Eugene,  may  perhaps  make  forne 
noife  on  the  other  fide  ;  for  which  reafon  I 

inclofe 

vciir  to  terminate  the  difference  by  preffing  to  have  the  full- 
powers  of  all  the  minifters  put  into  the  hands  of  fiich  pleni- 
potentiaries as  {hall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  prefent. 

"  As  to  our  good  Brother,  the  King  of  Portugal,  you  are 
to  iniift,  that  he  have  and  enjoy  all  the  benefits  and  advan- 
tages granted  to  him  by  the  Treaties  made  between  us,  our 
allies,  and  his  faid  Majefty. 

„"  As  to  what  relates  to  the  particular  interefts  of  our  good 
friends  and  allies,  the  States-General,  you  are  to  infift,  that 
the  Moft  Chriftian  King  do  yield,  towards  forming  a  fufficient 
barrier  to  them,  Fumes,  Fort  Knock,  Menin,  Jpres,  Lifle, 
Tournay,  Conde,  Valenciennes,  and  Maubeuge,  as  likewife 
Douay,  Bethune,  Aire,  St.  Venant,  and  Bouchain,  with  their- 
feveral  dependencies,  and  the  cannon,  artillery,  and  ammuni- 
tion now  being  in  fuch  of  the  abovefaid  towns,  as  are  ftill  in 
the  hands  of  the  French,  to  be  garrifoned  in  fuch  manner 
as  is,  or  ftiall  be  agreed  on  between  us  and  the  faid  States- 
General,  or  others  concerned. 

"  You  are  further  to  infift  on  that  head,  that  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  do  reftore  all  the  towns,  forts,  and  places 
belonging  to  Spain,  which  he  at  prefent  poffefles,  or  has  been 
in  pofleffion  of  during  the  courfe  of  this  war,  in  the  Spanilh 
Low  Countries,  together  with  the  cannon,  artillery,  and  am- 
munition, now  being  and  remaining  therein  ;  to  the  end  that 
fuch  part  of  them  as  have  been,  or  fhal]  be  thought  fit,  may 
alfo  be  allotted  for  a  barrier  to  the  Slates-General. 

"  You  are  to  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours  that  the  tarif  of 
1664  be  granted  by  France  to  the  faid  States-General,  with 
the  fuppreflion  f*f  all  other  tarifs  made  lince  that  time,  re- 
voking and  annulling  all  edicts,  declarations,  and  decrees, 
contrary  thereunto ;  that  the  advantages  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ryfwick  be  likewife  given  to  the  States,  and  that  the  exemp* 
tion  of  fifty  pence  per  ton  be  allowed  to  all  Dutch  veflels  trad- 
ing to  the  ports  of  France. 

"  You  are,  however,  to  take  efpecial  care  not  to  fuffer 
thefe  articles  in  favour  of  the  States-General  to  be  concluded 
until  the  Treaty  of  Succeffion  and  Barrier  be  fo  explained,  as 
to  remove  thole  apprehenfions  which  we  have  as  to  the  con- 
fequence  of  it  in  feme  points,  concerning  which  you  are  al- 
ready 
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inclofe  a  copy  to  you  of  that  letter.  I 
trouble  you  with  no  copy  of  the  other,  which 

I  write 

ready  inftru-fled,  and  fhall  hereafter  be  more  fully  informed 
of  our  pleafure. 

"  As  to  our  good  brother,  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  you  are 
to  demand,  that  he  be  put  again  into  potieffion  of  the  Duchy 
of  Savoy,  County  of  Nice,  ami  of  all  his  hereditary  coun- 
tries, which  have  been  taken  from  him  by  France  during  the 
prefent  war ;  that  he  do  enjoy  the  countries  and  places 
yielded  to  him  by  the  tr-aties  made  with  the  Emperor,  and 
others  of  the  allies  ;  and  that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  do 
likewife  yield  to  the  faid  Duke  of  Savoy  the  towns  of 
Exiles,  Feneftrelles,  and  Chaumont,  together  with  the  Valley 
of  Pragelas,  and  all  the  tra<El  of  land  lying  between  Piedmont 
and  Mount  Genevre,  fo  that  the  faid  mountain  mny  here- 
after ferve  as  a  barrier  between  the  Kingdom  of  France  and 
the  Principality  of  Piedmont. 

"  When  the  barrier  of  our  good  friends  and  allies  {ball  be 
under  consideration,  or  at  any  other  time,  which  in  the  courfe 
of  this  negoriation  {hall  to  you  appear  moft  proper,  you  are 
to  prefs  the  explaining,  extending,  and  fettling  the  fixth  ar- 
ticle, (igned  by  the  Sieur  Mefnager,  which  relates  to  the  de- 
molition of  Dunkirk. 

"  As  to  our  own  interefts,  you  are  to  be  particularly  at- 
tentive to  them  in  the  whole  courie  of  this  negociation,  /to 
make  ufe  of  every  accident  which  may  happen,  and  of  every 
occafion  which  the  feveral  allies  may  have  of  our  afiiftance, 
in  order  to  promote  and  fecure  the  iame  with  each  of  them. 

"  Whereas  by  the  Treaty  of  Barrier,  the  commerce  of 
thefe  our  kingdoms  to  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  and  to  fuch 
places  as  ftiall  by  virtue  of  the  faid  Treaty  accrue  to  the 
States-General,  is  expofed  to  be  loft,  or,  at  feaft,  to  become 
precarious:  And  whereas  the  Sieur  Buys,  their  Envoy-extra- 
ordinary to  us,  has  himfelf  acknowledged  the  reafonabltnefs 
of  our  apprehenfions,  and  the  juftice  there  is  that  we  mould 
be  fecured  againft  any  prejudice  which  we  have  reafon  to  fear 
may  arife  to  us  frojn  thofe  great  acceffione,  which  they  have, 
at  the  expence  of  the  blood  and  treafure  of  our  fubjecls,  ac- 
quired^ You  are,  therefore,  at  the  fame  time  as  you  ufe  your 
endeavours,  both  with  the  enemy  and  fuch  of  the  allies  as 
may  be  concerned  therein,  to  procure  to  the  States-General 
the  effeft  of  the  aforefaid  treaty,  to  infift  that  Newport,  Den- 
H  3  dermonde, 
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I  write  to  my  Lord  Stratford,  fmce  beildes 
fome  account   of  what  palled  on   Saturday 

with 


dermonde,  the  Caftle  of  Ghent,  and  fnch  other  planes  as  may 
appear  to  be  rather  a  bnrrier  againft  us  than  ngainfl  France, 
be  either  not  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Dutrh,  or  that  fuch 
expedients  be  found  for  the  doing  thereof,  as  may  fecure  the 
ingrefs  and  egrefs  of  our  fubjefts  in  all  the  Low  Countries,  as 
fully  and  etfeftually  as  if  the  faid  barrier  had  not  been  granted 
to  the  States-General. 

"  The  feventh  article  of  the  Barrier-treafy,  giving  a  power 
to  the  States- General,  in  cafe  of  an  apparent  attack,  or  of  war, 
to  put  as  many  troops  PS  they  {hall  judge  necefla.ry  into  all 
the  towns,  places,  and  forts  of  the  Low  Countries ;  you  are 
to  endeavour  to  have  this  article  fo  explained,  as  to  be  under* 
flood  for  the  future  only  of  an  attack  from,  or  of  a  war  with 
France  ;  fince  nothing  can  be  more  unreafonable  than  tolt-ave 
it  in  the  power  of  the  States-General  to  make  ufe  of  the  ten 
provinces  againft  thofe  to  whom  the  foverei»nty  of  thefe  pro- 
vinces may  belong;,  or  againft  the  Britifh  nation. 

44  't  uit  be  your  farther  care,  that  a  fpecial  provifion  be 
made  that  our  fubkcls  may  not  fuffer  in  their  commerce  by 
any  omitfion  in  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  faid  barrier-treaty '; 
and  that  it  be  expreftly  ftipulated,  that  the  fubjec~ls  of  thefe 
our  kingdoms  (hall  trade  as  free,  with  the  fame  advantages 
and  privileges,  and  under  the  fame  impofitions  and  no  other, 
as  they  ufed  to  do  when  thofe  places  were  in  the  hands  of 
France  or  Spain,  or  as  the  fubjecls  of  the  States-General 
themfelveshave  done,  or  (hall  at  anytime  hereafter  do. 

44  Purfuant  to  what  is  before  mentioned,  you  are  to  make 
thefe  inftances,  and  fucli  others  as  fhall  be  hereafter  directed 
upon  thofe  heads,  wherein  the  intereft  of  our  kingdoms,  and 
of  the  dominions  of  the  States  General  may  interfere,  at  fuch 
time,  and  in  fuch  manner,  that  our  fatisfaftion  may  go  hand 
in  hand  with  the  fettlement  of  their  barrier. 

44  You  are  to  infift,  that  the  Moft  Chriflian  King  do  not 
only  in  the  plaineft  and  ftrongeft  terms  acknowledge  the  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  crown  of  thefe  our  kingdoms,  as  the  fame  is  li- 
mited by  law  to  the  Houfe  of  Hanover ;  but  alfo,  that  the 
perfon  pretending  a  right  thereunto  (hall  be  immediately 
obliged  to  retire  out  of  the  dominions  of  France ;  and  th:it  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  (hall  farther  promife  and  engage  for 
himfelf,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  never  to  acknowledge  any 

perfon, 
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with  Mr.  Buys,  and  of  other  matters  relat- 
ing to  the  bufinefs  in  tranfa6Hon  at  the 

Hague, 

perfon  to  be  King  or  Queen  of  thefe  realms  befides  ourfelf, 
and  fuch  as  fliall  fucceed  to  us  by  virtue  of  the  a<fts  of  fettle- 
men  t  now  in  force. 

"  You  are  to  demand,  that  a  treaty  of  commerce  may  be  as 
foon  as  poffible  commenced  between  us  and  France  ;  and  that 
in  the  mean  time  fuch  points  may  be  fettled  as  fliall  appear 
neceflary  to  prevent  the  doubts  and  difficulties  which  may 
otherwife  arife  in  the  further  negociation  of  this  matter. 

"  The  joint-pofleiiion  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher  hav- 
ing been  the  occafion  of  frequent  difputes  between  our  fub- 
jefts  and  thofe  of  the  Mod  Chriftian  King,  as  well  as  of  the 
effufion  of  much  blood,  you  are  to  demand  and  infift,  that  the 
right  to,  and  pnfleftion  of  the  faid  ifland  do  for  the  future 
remain  to  us;  and  thar  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  do  renounce 
all  right,  title,  claim,  or  intereft  which  he  or  any  of  his  fub- 
jefts  may  have,  or  pretend  to  have,  to  or  in  the  faid  ifland, 
or  any  part  thereof. 

"  As  to  our  interefts  in  the  north  part  of  America,  you  are 
to  be  particularly  careful ;  and  to  demand,  in  me  firft  place, 
the  reititution  of  the  Bay  and  Straits  of  Hudfon,  together 
with  fuch  further  fecurity  for  the  trade,  and  recompence  for 
the  lofles  of  this  Company,  as  you  (hall  be  able  to  obtain. 

"  You  are,  in  the  nex*  place,  to  infift,  that  Placentia,  and 
the  whole  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  be  yielded  to  us  by  the 
French. 

"  Thirdly,  you  are  to  demand,  that  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty  fliall  quit  all  claim  or  title  by  virtue  of  anv  former 
treaty,  or  otherwife,  to  the  country  called  Nova  Scotia,  and 
exprefsly  to  Port  Royal,  otherwife  Annapolis  Royal,  which  is 
now  in  our  pofleffion. 

"  You  are,  in  the  fourth  place,  to  endeavour,  in  the  beft 
manner  you  poflibly  can,  to  defcribe  and  fix  the  bounds  of 
the  Britifh  and  French  fettlements  in  thofe  parts. 

"  Befides  thefe  advantages  and  privileges,  which,  by  virtue 
of  any  former  treaty  or  agreement,  our  fubjefts  are  entitled 
to  in  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy,  you 
are  to  infift  in  the  future  treaty  upon  the  following  articles  : 

"  Firft,  That  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  with  the  ifland 
of  Minorca,  be  for  the  future  annexed  to  the  crown  of  thefe 
realms. 

«»  Secondly,  That  the  contract  called  the  Afliento,  for  fur- 
H  4  nifliing 
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Hague,  all  which  your  Lordfhip  is  already 
apprized  of,  there  is  nothing  very  material 
in  it. 

•••«..,  As 


nifhing  flaves  to  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  be  made  for  the 
term  of  thirty  years,  with  fuch  of  our  fubiecls  as  {hall  be  by 
us  nominated  and  appointed,  who  fhall  enjoy  all  the  prero- 
gatives, privileges,  and  advantages,  which  were  yielded  to 
the  French  by  a  contract  made  with  them  in  the  year  ijrca, 
or  which  fhall  appear  neceflary  and  reafonable.  Particularly 
you  are  to  infift,  that  fome  extent  of  ground  on  the  River  of 
Plate  may  be  affigntd,  upon  which  our  fubjefts  may  not  only 
refrefh  their  negroes,  but  keep  them  in  fecurity  until  they 
Hull  be  difpofed  of  to  the  Spaniards, 

"  Thirdly,  You  are  to  take  care  that  a  general  article  be  in- 
ferted,  by  virtue  whereof,  all  advantages,  rights,  and  privi- 
leges, which  have  been  granted,  or  which  may  be  hereafter 
granted  by  Spain  to  the  fubjecls  of  any  nation  whatfoever, 
ihall  be  in  like  manner  granted  to  the  fubjecls  of  Great 
Britain. 

"  Fourthly,  In  fettling  the  trade  of  our  fubjecls  to  the 
Spanifh  dominions,  you  are  to  endeavour  to  obtain  fuch  ex- 
emptions of  duties  upon  all  goods  and  merchandizes  of  the 
pioduft  or  manufacture  of  thefe  kingdoms,  as  fhall  amount  to 
an  advantage  of  at  leaft  fifteen  per  cent. 

"  You  have  herewith  delivered  to  you  fuch  propofals  and 
obfervations  relating  to  our  interefts  in  commerce,  as  have 
been  prepared  and  made  by  our  commiffioners  for  trade  and 
plantations,  together  with  the  petitions  and  reprefentations  of 
our  Turkey  and  Eaft  India  Companies,  and  of  other  our 
fubjects,  of  all  which,  and  of  fuch  others  as  fhal!  be  here- 
after tranfmitted  to  you,  you  are  to  make  the  beft  ufe  you 
lhall  be  able  for  the  relief  of  our  fubjecls,  and  for  the  im- 
provement of  commerce. 

*'  And  whereas  we  have  directed  a  ftate  to  be  prepared  of 
fuch  demands,  as  \ve  may  juftly  make,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  expences,  which  we  have  been  at  for  our  good  friends 
and  allies  the  States-General,  but  alfo  on  account  of  thofe  im- 
menfe  fums,  which  we  have  furnifhed  for  the  ufe  of  our  good 
brother  the  Emperor,  you  are  hereby  required,  as  foon  as 
this  ftate  fhail  be  tranfmitted  to  you,  to  infift  upon  fatisfac- 
tion  for  as  much  as  fliall  thereby  appear  to  be  due  to  us. 

"  And  whereas  we  think  ourfelves  obliged  on  all  occafions 

to 
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As  foon  as  your  Lordfhip  and  the  Earl 
of  Straffbrd  are  together,  my  diipatches  will 
be  addrefled  jointly  to  you  both. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  but  my  fin- 
cere  wimes  that  your  Lordfhip's  voyage  may 
be  profperous,  and  that  the  fuccefs  of  the 
negociatioii  you  are  concerned  in  may  be 
anfwerable  to  thofe  honeft  intentions,  and  to 
that  good  conduct,  with  which  on  your  part 
it  will,  I  am  lure,  be  carried  on. 

J  am,  &c. 

H.  St.  JOHN. 

to  exert  our  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  Proteftant  religion  and  in- 
tereft,  we  cannot  conclude  thefe  inftructions  without  direct- 
ing you  to  concert  with  the  minifters  of  the  States -General, 
and  of  our  other  Proteftant  allies,  the  moft  proper  and 
effectual  methods  for  reftoringto  their  religious  and  civil  rights 
the  Proteftants  of  France ;  and  particularly  for  the  immediate 
welfare  of  fuch  as  may  be  at  this  time  in  the  galleys.  Our 
will  and  pleafure  in  the  laft  place  is,  that  you  do,  from  time 
to  time,  obferve  and  foHow  fuch  further  inftructions  and 
directions  as  you  fliall  receive  from  us  or  one  of  our  Princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  with  whom  you  are  conftantly  to 
correfpond;  and  give  us  by  him  an  account  of  all  your  pro- 
ceedings in  thefe  important  affairs,  and  of  all  other  material 
occurrences  which  may  come  to  your  knowledge  during  the 
eourfe  of  this  your  employment  for  our  fervice  abroad. 

"  A.  R." 
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To  the  Earl  of  Strafford*. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  December  28,  1711. 

THE  wind  coming  about  to  the  eaftward 
•  of  the  north,  I  omitted  writing  to  your  Ex- 
cellency by  the  poft  of  Tuefday,  iince  in  all 
probability  the  letters  of  this  date  would 
come  as  foon  to  your  hands  ;  and  {ince  we 
might  receive  in  the  mean  while,  as  in  effect 
$ve  have  done,  the  mails  expected  from  your 
fide, 

Monfieur  Buys  had  his  laft  conference 
with  the  Lords  of  the  Council  on  Saturday, 
and  on  Sunday  his  audience  of  leave  of  the 

Queen. 

In  the  conference,  he  was  afked  if  hd 
had  any  thing  more  to  propofe  ;  or  if  he 
could  think  of  any  article  which  remained 
necefTary  to  be  concerted  between  her  Ma- 
jefty  and  his  mailers? 'he  immediately  an- 
fwered,  that  the  capital  point  had  hardly 
yet  been  talked  of  at  all,  and  that  he  hoped 
the  deftination  of  Spain  and  the  Indies  might 
be  the  fubjecl:  of  confultation  at  that  time. 
He  was  told  that  my  Lords  could  fay  no- 


*  Public  letter, 
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thing  to  him  on  that  fubjecl:  more  than  this, 
that  the  Qv^een  intended  to  iniift,  that  neither 
Spain  nor  the  Weft  Indies  mould  be  al- 
lotted to  any  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon ;  and  that  the  inftru&ions  to  your  Ex- 
cellency and  to  my  Lord  Privy  Seal  are 
drawn  accordingly. 

Finding  he  could  obtain  no  other  anfwer 
upon  this  head,  Monfieur  §uys  mentioned 
the  cafe  of  the  French  refugees  ;  and  pro- 
pofed  that  the  Queen  mould  join  with  the 
States  in  demanding,  that  fuch  of  them  as 
are  naturalized  in  any  country  of  the  allies, 
may  have  the  liberty,  after  their  naturaliza- 
tion, of  going  freely  into  and  out  of  France, 
and  of  inheriting  thofe  eftates,  which,  by  the 
courfe  of  fucceffion,  by  will,  or  any  other 
way,  they  may  hereafter  become  entitled  to. 
My  Lords  acquainted  the  Penfionary,  that 
her  Majefty's  zeal  for  the  Proteftant  inte- 
reft,  and  her  compaffion  for  thofe  unhappy 
people,  prompted  her  to  contribute,  as  far  as 
poffibly  me  could,  towards  their  relief.  That 
her  Plenipotentiaries  were  inftrucled  to  this 
purpofe  ;  but  that  it  was  fit  he  mould  know 
at  the  fame  time  one  difficulty  which  our 
rninifters  would  labour  under  in  preffing  this 

point, 
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point,  and  that  was  the  cafe  of  her  Majefry's* 
Popifh  fubjecls  in  Ireland,  which  the  enemy, 
and  perhaps  fome  of  our  friends  too,  might 
retort  upon  us. 

From  hence,  in  order  to  clofe  the  confe- 
rences in  the  method  at  firft  defigned,  my 
'Lords  defcended  with  Monfieur  Buys  into 
the  confideration  of  the  flate  of  the  war. 
It  is  needlefs  *o  trouble  your  Excellency 
with  a  long  detail  of  the  objections  and  com- 
plaints made  on  our  fide,  and  of  the  anfwers 
and  excufes  made  on  his.  Your  Excellency 
has  had  fo  many  occailons  to  debate  this 
matter,  that  you  are  fufficiently  apprized  of 
the  particulars.  The  conclufion  of  the 
whole  was,  that  Moniieur  Buys  affirmed, 
the  States  had  already  gone,  in  proportion 
to  their  ftrength,  farther  than  even  Britain 
has  ;  and  therefore  that  it  is  highly  unrea- 
fonable  to  complain  of  them,  or  to  expecl 
that  their  efforts,  either  by  fea  or  land,  mould 
be  greater  than  ufual.  That  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  and  the  Princes  of  the  empire,  had 
been  fhamefully  deficient,  he  very  readily 
agreed ;  but  could  propofe  no  remedy  for 
this  diftemper  more  effectual  than  circular 
Setters  and  pathetical  exhortations,  which, 

by 
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by  the  fatal  experience  of  many  years,  we 
have  found  too  weak  to  work  on  German 
conftitutions. 

I  hope  he  is  gone  over  fatisfied  with  the 
ufage  which  he  received  here  ;  and  lince  he 
is  likely  to  have  a  confiderable  mare  in  the 
bufmefs  to  be  treated  at  Utrecht,  it  is  for 
the  Queen's  fervice  that  he  mould  be  fo. 

He  came  over  inftrucled  and  empowered 
by  halves.  The  ferment,  which  had  been 
created  by  the  joint  efforts  of  the  faction 
here,  and  of  that  in  Holland,  confounded 
him  ;  and  thinking  to  take  this  advantage  of 
negociating  well  for  Holland,  at  the  expence 
of  Britain,  he  has  negociated  ill  for  both, 
3,nd  ill  for  the  common  caufe.  We  parted 
in  terms  of  the  greateft  civility;  and  her 
Majefty's  prefent  to  him  was  a  thoufand 
pounds,  which  is  double  the  value  of  what 
is  ever  given  here  to  an  Envoy- extraor- 
dinary. 

I  come  now  to  anfwer  your  Excellency's 
letters  of  the  25th  and  29th  of  December, 
and  of  the  ift  of  January;  the  conduct  of 
the  Landgrave  of  HefTe,  is  very  laudable, 
and  I  believe,  your  Excellency  will  think 
proper  to  take  occalion  of  exprefling  how 

fenfibly 
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fenfibly  he  has  obliged  the  Queen,  arid  of 
forwarding  with  the  States  the  payment  of 
his  arrears*. 

I  hope  that  the  confidence  amongft  the 
allies  is  not  fo  broken,  as  your  Excellency 
fays  they  feem  to  agree  at  the  Plague ;  but, 
my  Lord,  what  a  condition  had  that  conduct 
brought  us  to,  by  which  it  was  become  im- 
practicable to  continue  the  war,  in  the  fame 
method,  without  ruining  Britain  ;  or  to 
change  that  method,  or  to  propoie  a  treaty 
of  peace,  without  difobliging  that  alliance. 

There  is  a  ftate  of  the  war,  both  with  re- 
fpecl:  to  obligations  and  performances,  pre- 
paring upon  an  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  will  fet  the  matter  your 
Excellency  delires  to  be  informed  of  in  the 
fulleft  light,  and  which  you  mall  be  fure  to 
receive  as  foon  as  it  is  ready. 

My  Lord  Dartmouth,  in  whole  province 
Mr.  Manning  now  is,  has  already  writ  by 
her  Majefty's  order,  that  he  mould  accept 
the  reparation  which  the  Republic  of  the 
Grifons  propofe  to  make  him^;  but  after 

that, 

»  For  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain  and  the  States- 
General. 

f  Manning  was  Envoy  to  the  Grifons,  and  efpoufed,  pur- 
fuant  to  his  inftru&ions,  the  caufe  of  Monfieur  Mafner,  a 

native 
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that,  he  is  to  return  home,  and  I  do  not 
know,  if  the  Queen  has  yet  determined  to 
fend  any  one  in  his  room. 

All  I  can  fay,  as  to  what  paiTed  between 
your  Excellency  and  Moniieur  ClingrafF*, 
is,  that  I  remember  Moniieur  Bothmar 
aiked  me,  fqon  after  his  arrival  here,  whether 
he  might  renew  with  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough  the  ufual  treaty,  in  the  fame  terms 
as  formerly,  mutatis  mutandis  ?  My  anfwer 
was,  that  I  knew  nothing  of  the  Queen's 
having  revoked  tHe  full  powers,  formerly 
given  to  his  Grace,  and  therefore,  that  I 
fuppofed,  till  her  Majefty  fhould  think  fit  to 
order  it  otherwife,  the  fame  method  was  to 
be  obferved  ;  from  that  time  to  this,  I  have 
neither  thought  nor  heard  of  the  matter. 

The  Queen  approves  of  what  your  Ex- 
cellency propofes  concerning  the  battalion  of 
Treves. 

You  will  pleafe   to  let  the   Minifters  of 

native  of  Coire,  who  had  been  unjuftly  ufed  at  the  inftiga- 
tion  of  French  influence ;  he  was  at  laft  fo  contemptuoufly 
treated,  and  fo  little  regard  was  paid  to  his  ftation  (that  of 
reprefentative  of  the  Queen)  that  his  remonftrances  were 
neglected,  and  in  the  end,  an  attack  was  made,  while  on  a 
journey,  upon  his  life,  from  which  he  efcaped  only  by 
throwing  himfelf  down  a  precipice. 

*  The  Hanoverian  Secretary  at  the  Hague. 

Mulcovy 
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Mufcovy  know,  that  we  expecl:  other  dif- 
patches  from  Mr.  Whitworth,  as  well  ,as  to 
hear  the  fentiments  of  the  Emperor,  and  of 
the  States,  upon  the  Czar's  proportion  ;  after 
which,  her  Majefly's  anfwer  will  be  given. 
Gaining  of  time,  is  undoubtedly  right  in 
this  cafe,  for  our  intereft,  as  I  perceive,  by 
Mr.  Whitworth,  the  Czar  feems  to  think  it 
wrong  for  his. 

The  uncertainty,  which  your  Excellency 
mentions  Prince  Eugene  to  have  been  in, 
concerning  his  journey  -hither,  was  owing, 
without  doubt,  to  the  firfl  anfwer  which  I 
gave  to  Monfieur  Hoffman,  and  has  pro- 
duced this  fecond  application  ;  her  Majefty's 
refolutions  upon  which,  are  contained  in  my 
other  letter. 

The  conference  which  I  find  vour  Excel- 

j 

lency  had  with  the  Imperial  and  Dutch 
Minifters,  and  of  which,  you  give  an  ac- 
count in  your  difpatch  of  the  firft  of  January, 
is  very  remarkable.  The  Queen  approves 
your  Excellency's  conduct  in  it ;  and  I  think 
nothing  can  be  added  to  what  you  repre- 
fented,  neither  mall  I  fay  any  more  upon 
that  iubjecl,  till  I  fend  you  the  flate  of  the 
war  above-mentioned. 

The 
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The  orders  I  have  to  communicate  to  your 
Excellency,  concerning  the  Pruffian  and 
-Saxon  troops,  are  thefe:  As  to  fuch  of  the 
former^  as  his  Pruffian  Majefty  has  thought 
fit,  without  the  confent  of  the  Queen  and 
the  States,  during  the  winter  to  recall,  her 
Majefty 's  approves  of  the  refolution  taken  in 
Holland,  and  directs  your  Excellency  to 
fpeak  accordingly.  The  treaty  for  the  eleven 
Pruffian  battalions,  which  ferve  in  Italy,  you 
will  endeavour  to  renew ;  and  the  Queen 
will,  on  this  condition,  pay  the  arrear  claim- 
ed of  the  two-thirds  of  70,000  crowns  per 
annum,  for  1710  and  171 1  ;  but  me  will  not 
engage  fingly  to  ftand  to  this  new  bargain, 
made  at  firft  without  any  authority  from 
her,  and  therefore  infifts  to  know  before- 
hand, what  the  Emperor  and  the  Dutch  do. 
Much  lefs  may  your  Excellency  believe  her 
Majefty  will  agree  to  the  new  demand, 
made  by  Bonet,  of  100,000  crowns  per  an- 
num more  for  the  fame  body. 

The  treatment  which  her  Majefty  re- 
ceived the  laft  year,  from  King  Auguftus, 
has  made  her  take  a  reafonable  warning, 
and  therefore  you  are  upon  this  head  to 
purfue  your  former  orders.  The  Queen  in- 

VOL.  II.  I  cline 


114  LETTERS  AND 

clines  to  think  the  condition  of  the  Saxort 
troops  fuch,  that  it  will  be  impoffible  to  have 
the  entire  corps  recruited  ;  in  confederation, 
of  which,  and  of  the  other  points  mentioned 
in  your  Excellency's  difpatch,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  take  only  a  part  of  thefe  troops, 
in  concurrence  with  the  States,  for  the  next 
campaign. 

We  have  plunged  ourfetves  already  too 
deep  in  Northern  affairs,  and  the  event  has 
fhown,  that  all  our  meafures  have  tended  to. 
bring  that  upon  us,  which  we  thought  to 
avoid  by  them.  Your  Excellency  will, 
therefore,  take  care  that  the  Queen  may  not 
by  any  means  renew  that  guarantee,  or  fti- 
pulate  any  thing  concerning  it. 

Monfieur  Rofenkrantz  *  has  informed  the 
Queen,  that  his  matter  has  thought  fit  to 
depart  from  his  demand  of  an  additional 
fubfidy,  and  that  he  therefore  hopes,  there 
will  be  no  farther  delay  in  concluding  the 
treaty  with  him,  which,  if  her  Majefty 
pleaies  not  to  obftrucl:,  he  thinks  the  States- 
General  inclined  to  finifh.  I  am  directed  to 
let  him  know,  that  this  matter  is  in  your 
Excellency's  hands ;  that  by  the  Queen's 

*  Danifli  Envoy. 

i  order. 
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order,  I  communicate  to  you  the  King  of 
Denmark's  offer  ;  and  that  it  is  her  Majefty's 
intention,  that  your  Excellency  mould  fa- 
cilitate the  fettling  of  the  treaty,  in  con- 
junction with  the  minifters  of  the  States. 

I  am  to  wiih  your  Excellency  a  happy 
new  year,  and  many  of  them,  full  of  honour, 
and  uninterrupted  fatisfaclion,  which  I  do 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  and  fubfcribe 
myfelf, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

H.  St.  JOHN. 


.  Ti?  the  Lords  Plenipotentiaries*. 
MY  LORDS, 

Whitehall,  January  ift,  1711-12. 

I  AM  to  begin  this  difpatch,  by  wiming 
your  Lordfhips  a  happy  new  year  $  and,  in 
order  to  render  it  fuch  to  all  thefe  parts 
of  the  world,  fuccefs  in  the  oreat  negocia- 

7  O  O 

tion,  which  you  are  entering  upon. 

I  am  willing  to  hope,  that  this  meflenger 
will  find  your  Lordmips  at  Utrecht,  fmce  the 
minifters  of  the  Queen,  who  appointed  the 

*  Public  letter. 
I    2 
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congrefs,  mould  naturally  fet  to  the  reft  of 
the  allies  the  example  of  going  to  it ;  fmce 
a  little  (hare  of  fincerity  and  good- will,  mud 
have  rendered  your  preliminary  bufmefs  at 
the  Hague  fhort ;  fince  the  minifters  of  the 
States,  fome  time  ago,  feemed  to  apprehend 
an  evil  eonfequence  might  arife,  if  the 
French  were  on  the  fpot  too  long  before 
us;  and  fince  not  only  the  feafon  of  the 
year,  but  a  multitude  of  other  confederations,, 
make  it  very  important  to  haften  on  the 
conferences,  that  we  may  fee  in  time  what 
we  have  to  truft  to>  either  from  friends  or 
enemies. 

Since  your  Lordmip's  inftruclions  were 
figned  by  her  Majefty,  it  has  been  obferved^ 
that  the  Elector  Palatine,  and  the  four  afTo- 
ciated  Circles,,  are  not  fpecifically  mentioned 
in  them.  As  to  the  former,  I  know  little 
or  nothing  which  your  Lordmips  have  to 
infift  upon  in  his  behalf,  except  the  prefer- 
vation  of  his  rank  in  the  Electoral  College,, 
and  the  difmemberment  of  the  Upper  Pala- 
tinate made  in  his  favour. 

Upon  thefe  two.  heads,  your  Lordfhips  arei 
already  fufficiently  apprized  of  her  Majefty's 
kitentioos,.  and  may  be  farther  authorifed  to, 

•     treat* 
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treat,  by  additional  inftru6iions,  if  they  (hall 
be  thought  necefTary.  As  to  the  four  affo- 
ciated  circles,  I  fuppofe,  their  fafety  and  our 
union  with  them,  are  beft  provided  for  by 
obtaining  a  barrier  for  the  Empire,  which  is 
laid  down  at  large  in  her  Majefty's  inftruc- 
tions,  and  by  perfecting  the  treaty  which 
Count  de  Rechteren  *  negociated  ;  and  the 
which  you,  my  Lord  StrafFord,  have  upon 
ibme  occafions,  received  orders  to  promote. 
A  packet  which  I  fent  fome  days  fmce 
to  Gravefend,  and  which,  I  was  very  glad  to 
find  at  the  return  of  the  mefTenger,  did  not 
come  to  your  hands,  my  Lord  Privy  Seal,  is 
by  this  opportunity  tranfmitted  to  your 
Lordfhips;  beiides  the  papers  contained  in  it, 
there  are  fome  others  now  fent.  The  firft  is 
a  memorial  drawn  by  the  Count  MafFei  -jr, 
after  a  conference  which  he  had  with  the 
Lords,  by  her  Majefty's  order,  containing 
fuch  a  plan  of  a  barrier  for  Savoy  and 
Piedmont,  as  his  Roya}  Highnefs  judges  to 
be  the  leaft  that  is  neceflary  for  his  fecurity. 

*  Amdot  Count  de  Rechteren,  ^a  deputy  of  the  province 
of  Overyflel  to  the  States-General,  had  been  Envoy  to  many 
of  the  Courts  of  Europe,  and  was  a  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht. 

f  The  Letter  and  Memoire  of  MafFei,  dated  24th  Decem- 
ber, 1711. 

'  I  3  Your 


Il8  LETTERS    AND 

Your  Lordfhips  know  fo  well,   how  truly 
felicitous  the  Queen  is  to  procure  all  poffible  ' 
latisfaclion  to  this  Prince,  and  of  how  great 
moment  it  is  to  the  future  repofe  of  Europe, 
that  he  be  put  in  a  condition  of  defending 
himfelf  againft    any  neighbour,    who   may 
hereafter  attack  him,  that  I  need   fay  no- 
thing  to  your   Lordmips   more,   than  that 
her  Majefly  would  have  you  let  the  Miniflers 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  know,  in  what  man- 
ner you   are   inftructed  to  act  for  him,  and 
that  you  would  pleafe  to  concert  with  them 
the  beft  meafures  for  obtaining  his  demands. 
If  they  mould  prefs,  as  the  Count  MafFei 
has  done  here,  tq  be  afTured  of  fome  ag- 
grandizement in  all  events  on  the  fide  of 
Italy,  your  Lordmips  will  pleafe  to  Ipeak  in 
the  fame  language,  as  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth 
has  by  the  Queen's  command  writ,  that  her 
Majefty  continues  ftill  in  the  fame  difpofition 
towards  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  in  the  fame 
fentiments  concerning  his  interests,  as  he  has 
been  already  acquainted  with;  but  that  me 
forefees    great  difficulties  in  rendering  any 
fuch  fcheme  practicable ;  and  that  me  thinks 
the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Piedmont  to 
the  Archdu chefs  mufl  be  the  foundation  of 

all 
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ail  future  demands;  that  her  Majefty  is 
ready  to  do  her  utmoft  in  prefling  this  for- 
ward, as  well  as  in  obtaining  the  money 
due  from  the  Imperial  Court  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  in  advancing  his  intereft  in 
every  other  refpec~r.  That  it  is  impoffible 
ihe  mould  be  able  to  reduce  her  own  before 
the  opening  of  the  Congrefs  to  a  certainty, 
but  that  ihe  will  have  the  fame  firmnefs  for 
one  as  for  the  other ;  and  that  the  perfecl 
concert  which  your  Lordmips  hope  will  be 
eAablilhed  between  the  minifters  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  and  yourfelves,  will  enable 
you  to  take  hold  of,  and  to  improve  oppor- 
tunities which  may  arife  in  the  courfe  of  the 
negociation,  and  which  cannot  be  at  this 
diftance  forefeen. 

Before  I  leave  this  fubje6r,  I  muft  beg 
leave  to  mention  two  things  which  occur 
to  me  in  writing.  The  firft  is,  that  I  per- 
ceive, by  the  Count  de  MafFei,  the  French 
very  artificially  endeavour  to  amufe  his 
Royal  Highnefs  by  great  expectations  of 
grandeur  on  the  fide  of  Italy,  and  at  the 
expence  of  others,  in  order  to  make  him 
fink  in  his  demands  of  fecurity  on  the  fide 
of  France,  which  muft  be  procured  by  con- 
I  4  ceflions 
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ceffions  from  them.  The  other  is,  that  when; 
your  Lordfhips  treat  for  the  barrier  of  Savoy 
and  Piedmont,  you  may  draw  a  very  good 
'argument  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
French  carried  on  the  war  in  thofe  coun- 
tries. They  were  not  contented  with  con? 
quering  their  ftrong  places,  but  they  demo-? 
limed  them  all,  as  if  even  in  this  war  they 
meditated  another,  and  were  refolved  to  have 
their  way  into  Italy  always  open. 

Another  paper  which  I  fend  to  your 
Lordfhips,  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  writ  by 
the  Duke  of  JLorrain  to  her  Majelty*.  The 

Queen 

*  Le   Due  de  Lorraine  a  fa  Majefte  la  Relne  de  la  Grande 

Bretagne. 
"  MADAME, 

"  JE  me  fnis  deja  donne  1'honneur  d'implorer  la  protection, 
devotre  Majefte,  des  les  premiers  avis  que  j'ai  TCQU  du  renoue- 
ment  de  la^aix,  parce  que  c'eft  uniquement  far  fon  puhTant 
appui  que  je  fonde  mes  efpdrances  pour  la  reuffite  de  mes 
juftes  pretenfions  ;  mais  puifqu'il  a  plu  depuis  a  votre  Ma- 
jefte de  regler  le  jour  &  le  lieu  pour  le  congres,  e  prends  la 
liberte  de  recourir  de  nouveaii  a  fes  bontes,  pour  la  fupplier 
tres  humblement  de  conferver  dans  cette  importante  occa- 
fion,  les  gen6reufes  intentions  qu'elle  a  toujours  fait  paroitre  en 
fayeur  de  mes  interets.  Et  comme  j'ai  tout  lieu  d'efp6rer  que 
mes  Plenipotentiaires  feront  admis  aux  conferences,  de  meme 
que  les  autres  miniftres?  par  la  raifon  que  mes  griefs  ont  etc  4 
occafionnes  par  la  prefent  guerre,  que  parce  que  les  interets 
des  Princes  qui  s'y  trouvent  engages  doivent  etre  ajufles 
pendant  cette  negociation,  fuivant  les  articles  que  votre  Ma- 
jefte a  fait  communiquer  a  fes  hauts  allies  tout  nouvelle- 
ment ;  ainfi  je  la  fupplie  tres  humblement  d'ordonner  des  a 
prefent  a  fes  miniftres  de  foutenir  les  miens  pendant  le  terns 
des  conferences,  &  de  les  y  faire  aflifter  par  fon  autorite  royale, 
afin  qu'ils  puiflent  obferver  mes  interets  &  les  porter  fous  fa 
protection  royale  a  une  heureufe  iflue.  La  confiance  tres  r&- 

fpefteufe, 
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Queen  is  very  much  inclined  to  affift  the 
Prince  in  his  pretenfions ;  but  me  does  not 
fee  that  he  is  very  well  founded  in  demandr 
ing  to  be  received  as  a  party  to  this  treaty, 
who  is  no  member  of  the  grand  alliance, 
nor  any  party  in  the  war.  The  equivalent 
for  the  Montferrat,  he  has  a  very  jufl  right 
to  demand  of  the  Emperor  ;  and  as  the 
Queen  is  engaged  by  her  guaranty  of  the 
treaty  made  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  fo  it  i# 
her  intention  to  affift,  him  in  the  procuring 
pf  it. 

The  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Colonel 
Douglas  have  both  made  their  humble  ap- 
plications to  her  Majefty,  the  one  for  the 
reftitution  of  his  duchy  of  Chatelheraut,  the 
other  to  be  reftored  to  an  eftate  which  he 
claims  as  belonging  to  him  in  Alfatia ;  the 
book  of  the  former,  and  the  petition  and 
memorial  *  of  the  latter,  are  herewith  fent 
to  your  Lordfhips. 

An 

fpeftv-eufe  que  j'ai  aux  bontes  de  votre  Majefte,  me  fait  efpe- 
rer  qu'elle  ajoutera  cette  grace  a  toutes  les  precedentes  dont 
elle  m'a  comble,  &  qu'elie  daignera  etre  perfuadee  de  1'at- 
tachement  inviolable,  &  du  tres  profond  refpect  avec  lequel 
j'aurai  1'honneur  d'etre  toute  ma  vie,  Madame,  de  votre  Ma- 
jefte, 

"  Le  tres  humble  &  trcs  obeiflant  coufin  &  ferviteur, 
J{  Luneville,  20  Dec.  1711..  "LEOPOLD." 

*  ««  To  the  Queen's  Mofl  Excellent  Maje/tj. 

«  The 
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An  exprefs  which  I  received  this  morning, 
brought  me  a  letter  from  Monfieur  de  Torcy, 

in 

44  The  humble  petition  of  Colonel  Charles  Douglas. 
*-*  Humbly  fheweth, 

«{  That  your  Majefty's  petitioner  and  father  did  always 
ferve  honeitly  and  faithfully  in  the  army,  both  in  your  Ma- 
jefty's reign,  and  in  that  of  your  royal  predecefibr,  by  which 
means  they  were  feveral  times  forfeited  of  their  eftate  and 
pretenfions  in  France,  the  truth  whereof  may  appear  by  a 
memorial  given  to  the  King  of  France,  by  the  Earl  of  Man- 
chefter,  by  the  late  King's  fpecial  command ;  which  memorial 
was  fome'  years  ago  given  to  your  Majefty,  and  is  now  lying 
by  with  fome  of  your  Majefty's  papers;  as  alfo  a  recom- 
mendation of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  in  i  703,  whereby 
the  Parliament  addrefled  your  Majefty,  to  provide  for  Sir  Wil- 
liam Douglas,  and  his  family,  as  having  had  an  eftate  forfeited 
for  the  nation's  caufe ;  and  now  that  all  your  Majefty's  fub- 
jecls  are,  in  all  appearance,  near  reaping  the  advantage  of  a 
good  and  honourable  peace  : 

**  May  it  therefore  pleafe  your  Majefty,  to  allow  your  peti- 
tioner, in  all  humility,  to  beg  your  Majefty's  royal 
affiftance  and  protection,  to  recover  what  eftate  he  and 
his  father  have  wanted  thefe  many  years,  for  being 
zealous  to  your  Majefty's  fervice  and  government,  by 
giving  fuch  directions  to  your  Plenipotentiaries,  for  the 
reftitution  of  the  faid  eftate,  feized  and  forfeited  in  the 
manner  aforefaid,  but  more  particularly  for  the  reftitu- 
tion of  two  villages  in  Aiface ;  a  memorial  whereof  is 
hereunto  annexed.  And  your  Majefty's  petitioner  fliall 
ever  pray,  &c. 

"  Memoire  pour  leurs  Excellences  les  Plenipotentiaires 
.  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  au  fujet  des  terres 
&  dependances  des  villages  de  Dankelfheim  &  Kit- 
leiheim  reflbrt  de  Haguenau,  en  Aiface,  qui  'appar- 
tiennent  de  droit  a  Monfieur  Douglas,  par  le  droit 
de  fon  pere,  &  de  fon  grand  pere,  Monfieur  de  Ba- 
tiily. 

"  (i)  Que  feu  MonCeur  de  Batilly,  grand-pere  de  Mon- 
fieur Douglas,  jouit  pendant  plus  de  trente  ann£es  confecutives 
des  villages  SL  dependances  de  Dankelftieim  &  Kitleftieim,  en 
vertu  de  la  conceflion  a  lui  fait,  par  Monfieur  R.  C.  Oxen- 
ftiern,  General  &  PieVipotentiaire  de  la  Couronne  de  Suede, 
au  nom.de  la  Reine  Chiiftine,  felon  le  pouvoir  qu'elJe  lui  en 

avoit 
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in  anfwer  to  that  which  I  writ  to  him,  when 
by  her  Majefty's  orders,  I  fent  the  paries  for 

the 

avoit  donne,  pour  fatisfaire  aux  fommes  d'argent  avancees  par 
le  Sieur  de  Batilly  pour  1'entretien  de  fon  regiment,  pour 
fatisfa&ion  de  fes  gages,  &  enfin  pour  recompence  des  fer- 
vices  qu'il  avoit  rendu  au  Roi  Guftave  Adolphe,  pere  de  la 
dice  Reine. 

"  (2)  Que  I'Alface  a  etc  cedee  a  la  France  par  un  traite  de 
paix,  a  la  charge  d'exccuter  &  entretenir  ce  que  la  Couronne 
de  Suede  y  avoit  fait  &  regie  pendant  que  la  dite  Alface  etoif 
fous  fa  domination,  &  qu'ainfi  le  Roi  Louis  XIII,  avoit  bien 
voulu  confirmer  le  don  de  la  Couronne  de  Suede  en  faveur  de 
Monlieur  de  Batilly,  par  des  lettres-patentes  du  19  Septembre, 
1635,  qui  portent  defenfe  a  toute  forte  de  perfonnes,  de 
quelle  qualite  qu'elles  puiflent  etre,  de  le  troubler  dans  la 
pofleflion  des  dits  villages,  a  lui  donnes  par  la  Couronne  de 
Suede,  en  payment  de  fcs  fervices;  &  que  pour  le  plus  favor- 
ablement  traiter  &  gratifier,  il  les  prenoit,  lui  &  fes  fujets,  avec 
tous  leurs  biens  &  families,  fous  fa  protection  &  fauvegarde 
fpeciale,  arm  que  par  ce  moyen  il  peut  jouir  des  dits  villages 
avec  plus  de  furete,  &  etre  garanti  des  violences  &  autres 
empechemens  qu'on  lui  pourroit  caufer. 

"  (3)  Qi?e  'e  prefent  Roi,  en  1648,  a  parlement,  confirms 
Monfieur  de  Batilly  dans  la  pofleffion  des  dits  villages,  ce  qui 
paroit  par  une  fauvegarde  du  141116  Mars,  1648,  qui  fait  de- 
ienfe  de  loger,  ni  fouffrir  etre  loges,  aucun  gens  de  guerre 
dans  les  dits  villages  appartenans  a  Monfieur  Antoine  de  Ba- 
tilly, Marefehal-de-camp  dans  fes  armees,  &  Gouverneur  de 
la  ville  &  chateau  de  Neufchateau,  ni  fouffrir  qu'on  leve  auc- 
unes  contributions  des  dits  villages,  en  confideration  des  re- 
commandables  fervices  qu'il  avoit  rendu  non-feulement  a  la 
Couronne,  mais  auili  a  fes  allies  &  confederes ;  voulant  dire, 
de  la  Couronne  de  Suede  de  qui  il  tenoit  les  dits  villages. 

"  (4)  Que  Ton  peut  remarquer  par  un  jugement  du  22me 
Fevrier,  1655,  rendu  par  fon  Altefle  Monfieur  Prince  Henri 
de  Lorraine,  alors  Grand  Prevot  de  la  prevote  &  province  de 
Haguenau,  que  feu  Monfieur  de  Eatilly  a  rendu  la  foi  & 
laommage  a  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  entre  les  mains  du  dit 
Prince,  &  qui  ordonne  que  le  Sieur  de  Batilly  foit  reconnu  & 
refpefte  par  les  fujets  &  habitans  de  Dankelflieim  &  Kitle- 
flieim,  comme  un  Seigneur  des  dits  villages. 

"  (5)  Qye  pour  empecher  les  difrerends  qui  auroient  pu 
Airvenir  entre  les  habitans  des  dits  villages  &  leur  Seigneur, 

Monfieur 
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the    French    Plenipotentiaries.     That    the 
Dutch  miqifters  are  upon  this  occafion,  to 

be 


Monfieur  de  Batilly,  a  1'egard  des  droits,  Monfieur  le  Prince 
de  Loraine  a  fait  une  ordonnance  du  dit  Fevrier,  1655,  de  ce 
q\ie  1'une  &  I'autre  des  parties  devoient  obferver  de  part  & 
ri'autre. 

**  (6)  Que  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Montaufier  qui  fucceda 
a«  Prince  de  Loraine  avoit  continue  Monfieur  de  Batilly  dans 
Ja  poffeflion  des  deux  dits  villages,  &  dans  les  memes  droits 
qu'avoit  fait  arant  lui  Monfieur  le  Prince  de  Loraine,  ce  qui 
prouve  afiez  la  legitime  pofleffion  du  Sieur  de  Batilly. 

"  (?)  Que  Monfieur  le  Due  Mazarin,  etant  en  faveur,  & 
gouverneur  d'Alfcce,  avoit  reuni  au  domaine  du  Grand  Bail- 
lage  de  Hagaenau,  plufieurs  villages,  entr'autres,  Dankelfheim, 
Kittlefheim,  &  Minferfheim,  tous  de  la  meme  mouvance  & 
dependance,  &  cela  fous  Pexpofe  qu'ils  avoient  et€  alienes  du 
domaine  du  Grand  Baillage ;  mais  que  le  Baron  de  Vanghen 
ayant  remontre  en  cour,  que  lui  et  fes  predecefleurs  avoit  joui 
librement  et  paifibjement  du  revenu  du  domain  utile  du  vil- 
lage de  Minferfheim  en  vertu  de  la  conceffion  que  I'Archiduc 
Leopold  avoit  fait  a  fon  oncle  George  Theodork  de  Vanghen, 
de  la  meme  maniere  que  la  conronne  de  Suede  avoit  cede  et 
donne  au  Sieur  de  Batilly,  Dankelfheim  et  Kitlefheim,  que  le 
Roi  avoit  bien  voulu  reconnoitre  le  droit  du  Baron  de 
Vanghen  par  des  lettres-patentes  du  igme  Fevrier,  1672,  par 
lefquelles  il  le  confirme  de  nouveau  dans  la  pofleffion  et  jouif- 
farice  du  domaine  utile  de  Minferfheim ;  lequel  village,  dans 
fes  mpmes  patentes,  eft  dit  etre  de  la  meme  mouvance  et 
dependance  que  Dankelflieim  et  Kitlefheim,  ce  qui  fait  voir 
que  les  dits  villages  avoient  ete  mal  reunis  au  domaine,  par 
Monfieur  le  Due  Mazarin,  fous  un  faux  expofe  du  dit  Due. 

"  (8)  Que  Monfieur  de  Batilly  eft  mort  paifiblement  chez 
lui,  et  n'a  jamais  ete  accufe  d'aucun  crime,  que  d'etre  Protef- 
tant,  qui  lui  fit  perdre  dans  un  jour  20,00©  ecus  de  rente, 
qu'il  avoit  de  fes  emplois,  plutot  que  de  changer  de  religion ; 
maif,  pour  cela,  51  n'avoit  pas  moins  de  droit  pour  devoir 
rentrer  dans  la  pofleffion  de  ces  villages,  auffi-bien  que  le  Ba- 
ron de  Vanghen,  dans  celui  de  Minferfbeim,  qui  etoit  de  la 
mer»e  mouvance  et  dependance  que  les  fiens, 

*'  (9)  Que  Monfieur  de  Batilly  6tant  degoute  de  la  cour 
par  le  precede  ci-defTus  mentionne,  refolut  de  n'y  jamais 
retourner,  non  pas  meme  pour  foliciter  fes  villages  j  maisayant 
fa  fille  mariee  au  Chevalier  Douglas,  il  lui  donna  ces  deux  viU 
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be  (imply  CommifTaries,  and  that  they  are  to 
have  no  full  powers,  is,  I  take  it  for  granted, 
a  miftake. 

I  fend 

lages,  avec  les  arrerages  des  rentes  dues,  au  lieu  du  quart  dans 
la  leigneurie  de  Montoi,  qu'il  etoit  oblige  de  lui  donner  par  le 
eontraft  de  manage  de  fa  fille.  Ainfi  ces  deux  villages,  avec 
leurs  dependances,  furent  acceptes  par  le  Chevalier  Douglas, 
au  lieu  de  dot  avec  fa  femme,  comme  il  paroit  par  un  afte 
pafle  a  Metz,  par  devant  Notaires,  le  i6me  Janvier,  1675. 

"  (10)  Que  Monfieur  Douglas  eft  le  feul  heritier.du  Che- 
valier Douglas,  de  fa  mere  defun&e,  et  de  Monfieur  dc  Batilly, 
Ion  grand-pere. 

"  Que  fi  on  objeftoit  la  prescription  : 

"  (i.)  On  repond  que  la  prefcription  n'a  pas  lieu  daos  un 
cas  d'ufurpation. 

"  (2.)  Que  Monfieur  le  Chevalier  Douglas,  a  donne  un 
placet  au  Roi,  en  I'an  1675,  faifant  voir  fon  droft,  &  1'ufurpa- 
tion  du  Due  Mazarin,  auquel,  placet  il  fut  repondu  ambigu- 
ment. 

"  (3')  Que  k  ^01  Guillaume,  d'heureufe  memoire,  fit  de- 
gander  au  Roi  Tres  Chretien  a  la  derniere  paix,  les  dits  vil- 
lages, par  my  Lord  Manchefter,  fon  Ambafladeur  en  France^ 
pour  etre  rendus  au  Chevalier  Douglas,  &  que  felon  ce  qui 
fut  repondu  a  l'Amba(Tadeur,  Monfieur  Douglas  auroit  ete 
inceflamment  remis  en  poffeflion  des  dits  villages,  fi  la  guerre 
u'etoit  furvenue  dans  cette  entrefaite. 

"  Si  Ton  objeftoit  que  Monfieur  le  Due  Mazarin,  eft  en 
pofTeffion  des  dits  villages,  en  vertu  des  lettres-patentes  qu'il  a 
du  Roi,  &  que  cette  poflefiion  eft  bonne  : 

"  (i  )  On  repond  a  cela  que  c'etoit  une  ufurpation  dc 
Monfieur  le  Due  Mazarin,  d'avoir  obtenu  des  lettres-patente? 
du  Roi  fous  un  faux  expofe,  comme  on  le  pent  remarquer  par 
le  proces  du  Barone  de  Vanghen,  &  par  les  lettres-patentes  que 
le  dit  Baron  obtenoit  du  Roi,  pour  le  remettre  en  pofieffion  de 
fon  village  de  Minferfhein,  dont  il  avoit  ete  depoflcde  par  le 
Due  Mazarin  pour  des  pareilles  raifons  que  Monfieur  de  Ba- 
tilly £toit  des  fiens. 

*'  (2.)  Dans  toutes  les  lettres-patentes  il  y  a  une  claufe  qui 
ditfeufle  droit  d'aufrttz.  Ainfi  le  Roi  ne  donne  par  ces  lettres- 
patentes  que  ce  qui  eft  a  lui,  &  enfin  telles  lettres-patentes  que 
Monfieur  le  Due  Mazarin  ait  pu  obtenir  du  Roi,  fous  un  faux 
expofe,  ne  peuvent  etre  valables  au  prejudice  du  droit  de 
Moufieur  de  Batilly. 

«« (i.)  On 
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I  fend  Barlow  with  this  difpatch,  fb  that 
your  Lordships  have  three  of  the  Queen's 
meffengers  now  with  you.  The  letters  can 
come  fafely  by  no  other  conveyance,  and  I 
hope  you  will  pleafe  conftantly  .to  ufe  it.  I 
will  take  care  that  there  may  be  always 
fome  meifengers  on  your  lide. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  St.  JOHN. 

*e  (r.)  On  remarquera  que  les  deux  villages  ont  etc  r6unis 
par  Monfieur  le  Due  Mazarin  au  domaine  du  grand  Baillage 
qui  appartient  au  Roi  en  propre. 

"  (2-)  Que  le  Due  Mazarin  ne  pofsede  ces  deux  villages 
que  comme  prevot  de  Haguenau,  &  Gouverneur  d'Alface  fa 
vie  durante,  ou  a  la  volonte  du  Roi. 

"  (3-)  Que  1£  R°i»  a  la  mort  ^u  ^uc  Mazarin,  ou  devant> 
peut  donner  fon  domaine  ou  aucune  partie  d'icelui,  a  ^ui  il 
lui  plaira. 

"  Et  d'autant  plus  que  les  dits  villages  de  Dankelfheim  & 
Kitlelheim,  paroiflent  avoir  etc  mal  reunies  aux  domaines  du 
grand  Baillage  fous  un  faux  expofe  du  Due  Mazarin,  on 
efpere,  que  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  ne  fufFrira  pas  que  par 
fon  autorite,  les  dits  villages  foient  detenus  plus  long-terns  par 
le  Due  Mazarin,  qui  n'a  nul  droit  que  par  ufurpation,  au 
prejudice  de  Monfieur  Douglas,  a  qui  ils  appartiennent  de 
droit :  Et  qu'ainfi  fa  Majefte  trouvera  bon,  de  donner  des  or- 
dres  neceflaires  pour  que  Monfieur  Douglas,  foit  inceflamment 
remis  en  pofleluon  des  villages  de  Dankelfheim  &  Kitlefheim, 
eomme  aufli  de  tout  ce  qui  lui  peut  legitimement  appartenir  en 
France.'* 
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Du  Comte  de  Maffei. 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Londres,  ce  24-me  Decembre,  1711. 
JE   me  donne  1'honneur  de  vous  envoyer 
le  ci-joint  Memoire*,  qui  eft  Fultimatum  de 

la 

*  "  Memoire  du  Comte  Maffei,  Envoye-extraordinaire 
de  fon  Altefle  Royale  de  Savoye,  aupres  de  fa  Majefte 
Britannique,  a  Monfieur  de  St.  Jean,  Principal  Sec- 
retaire d'Etat  de  fa  Majefte,  pour  fervir  d'inltruftion 
aux  Miniftres  P16nipotentiaires  de  la  Reine,  au  Con- 
gres  d'Utrecht ;  pour  obtenir  de  la  France,  par  un  ul- 
timatum, la  Barriere  ci-deflbus  fpecifiee,  laquelle  fa 
Majefte  &  fon  Confeil  ont  convenu  6tre  jufte  &  rai- 
fonnable  d'obtenir  pour  la  furete  des  Etats  de  fon  Al- 
tefle Royale,  &  comme  une  de  ces  conditions  fine  qua 
no/i, 

"    PoUR    LE  PlEMONT. 

"  Que  le  Roi  Tres  Chretien  cede  a  fon  Altefle  Royale  les 
Forts  d'ExUles  &  de  Feneftrelles  avec  les  Vallees  de  Pragelas, 
d'Oulx,  de  Sezane,  Exilles,  &  Chateau  Dauphin,  £  generale- 
ment  tout  ce  qui  eh  des  la  hauteur  des  Alpes  depuis  la  Ma- 
rianne a  la  Vallee  de  Barcelonnette,  prenant  cette  Barriere  par 
le  Col  de  la  Roiie,  les  Echelles,  le  Mont  Genevre,  le  Col  do 
1'Agnel,  &  autres  Alpes  &  aux  pendantes  du  cote  du  Pic- 
mont,  entre  lefquelles  les  dites  Vallees  fe  trouvent ;  prenant 
la  fommet  des  dites  Alpes,  les  plaines,  &  terres  fur  les  dites 
Alpes  &  divifer  par  moitie  entre  la  France,  &  fon  Altefle 
Royale,  pour  etre  les  dits  Monts,  Forts,  Vallees,  &  lieux  cedes, 
fenus,  &  pofledes  pleinement,  &  a  perpetuite  par  fa  dite  Al- 
tefle Royale  &  fes  fuccefleurs  en  toute  proprictc  oc  fouverainte 
comme  des  chofes  leur  appartenantes  en  propre. 

"  Que  .pour  la  furete  de  cette  barricre,  le  Roi  de  France, 
fafle  demolir  toutes  les  fortifications  de  Bnanc.on,  fans  qu'elles 
puiflent  jamais  plus  etre  retablies,  &  c'eft  fur  cette  feule  con- 
dition que  fon  Altefle  Royale  fe  depart  de  la  demande  qu'elle 
faifoit  de  la  ceffion  de  Brianc,on  &  de  Mont  Dauphin. 
'*  POUR  LA  SAVOYE. 

"  Que  la  France  cede  Barreau,  demoli,  avec  les  terres  qui 
font  entre  le  dit  Barreau  &  Monmeillan,  d'un  cote  de  la  riviere 
d'Ifcre,  &  de  I'autre  cote  Gonfelin,  avec  les  autres  terres  juf- 

qu'i 
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la  Barriere  que  fa  Majefte  &  fon  Confeil  6ri£ 
trouve  jufte  &  raifonnable  d'obtenir  de  la 
France  pour  la  furete  des  etats  de  fon  Al- 
tefle  Royale,  comme  les  Seigneurs  s'en  font 
expliques  dans  la  conference  qit'ils  m'qnt 
donnee  ce  matin,  ce  que  vous  favez  mieux 
que  moi ;  je  ne  doute  pas  que  fa  Majefte 
n'aie  la  bonte  de  donner  fes  ordres  en  cette 
conforrnite  a  fes  Plenipotentiaires  a  Utrecht, 
&  qu'elle  ne  veuille  bien  en  donner  des  af- 
furances  pofitives  a  fon  AltefTe  Royale  par 
la  reponfe  de  laquelle  elle  Fhonorera. 

qu'a  la  Rochette,  &  au  Col  de  Vaugiani,  donnant  tin  dedom- 
magement  en  argent,  de  la  demolition  de  Monmeillan,  pour 
le  rebatir,  -ou  bien  qu'elle  cede  Barreau  fortifie. 

*'  Que  toutes  les  terres,  lieux,  &  villages  que  la  France  fe 
fit  ceder  par  le  traite  de  Lion,  qui  fe  trouvent  au  dela  du 
Rhone  du  cot6  de  Savoye,  foient  cede"  a  fon  Altefle  Royale,  avee 
1'ufage  commun  du  Rhone,  entre  le  Roi  Tres  Chretien  &  fon 
Altefle  Royale,  depuis  Geneve  jufqu'a  St.  Genisd'Aofte. 

"  Les  villages  que  la  France  fe  referva  du  cote  de  Savoye, 
par  le  dit  traite,  &  defquels  on  demande  prefentement  la  ceffion, 
font  fept :  Aire,  Chancy,  Auully,  Pont  d'Aflot,  Seyflel,  Cha- 
nuz,  &  Pierre  Chafdel. 

„  POUR  LE  COMTE  DE'  NICE. 

"  Que  Monaco  foit  cede  a  fon  Altefle  Royale  en  dedom- 
tnagement  des  demolitions  du  Chateau  de  Nice,  &  autres  forts 
de  cette  comt6,  comme  aulfi  pour  la  furete  de  cette  province 
qui  fe  trouve  ouverte  du  cote  de  Son  Altefle  Royale  &  en- 
fermee  par  cette  place  d'un  cote,  &  par  celle  d'Antibes  de 
1'autre. 

"  Et  que  fon  Altefle  Royale,  aie  le  libre  exercife  <ie  fa 
fouverainete,  fur  les  terres  de  Menton  &  Rovabruna,  comme 
I'ont  eu  autrefois  fes  ancetres,  &  comme  exige  la  juftice  des 
raifons  inconteftables  que  fon  Altefle  Royale  a  fur  ces  deux 
terres. 

"  Le  COMTE  MAFFEI." 
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A  Tegard  du  point  de  I'aggrandifement, 
je  me  promets  que  fa  Majefle  continuera 
dans  les  memes  fentimens  de  vouloir  le  pro- 
curer de  tout  fon  pouvoir  a  fon  AltefTe 
Royale,  comme  elle  a  eu  la  bonte  de  le  lui 
faire  efperer,  et  qu'elle  donnera  de  rneme 
fes  ordres  a  fes  Plenipotentiaires,  pour  con- 
certer  &  donner  les  mains  a  tous  les  expe- 
diens  &  moyens,  qui  pourront  etre  propres 
dans  le  cours  de  la  negociation,  a  parvenir 
plus  aifement  a  la  jufte  fin  que  fa  Majefte  s'eft 
propofee  la-deffus  pour  mieux  aflurer  la  paix 
qu'on  fera,  &  rnaintenir  1'equilibre,  a  quoi 
la  fituation  des  etats  de  fon  AltefTe  Royale 
aggrandie  &  unie  indiflblublement  a  1' Angle- 
terre  par  les  memes  interets,  &  par  recon- 
noiflance,  peut  donner  beaucoup  d'influence. 


To  the  Earl  of  Straff  or  d. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  January  ift,  1711. 

1  WISH  your  Excellency  a  long  courfe 
of  happy  years  ;  nature  will  allow  you  time, 
your  fortune  will  afford  you  fome  ingre- 
dients, and  your  good  underftanding  more  ; 
but  nothing  can  complete  the  blefling  ex- 

VOL.  IL  K  cept 
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cept  that  peace,  and  the  confequences  of  it, 
which  you  are  labouring  to  advance. 

Not  hearing  of  Prince  Eugene,  I  con- 
clude the  wind  flopped  him  firft,  as  the 
orders  which  Hayward  brings  your  Excel- 
lency will  for  good  and  all  5  to  fay  the  truth, 
fhould  he  come  at  this  time,  he  would  be 
expofed  to  receive  fome  mortification.  The 
faction,  under  the  pretence  of  doing  him 
honour,  would  make  ufe  of  him  to  ferve 
their  purpofes  ;  and  thefe  fteps  would  as 
certainly  raife  a  ferment  on  the  other  fide. 

If  the  meafures  of  our  junto  and  their 
allies  have  been  difconcerted,  from  the  rea- 
fons  which  your  Excellency  mentions,  they 
are  more  fo  here,  and  will  be  more  fo  on 
your  fide,  by  two  refolutions  which  the 
Queen  has  taken  and  executed  almoffc  at 
once  : — I  mean  the  increafe  of  twelve  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  the  difmiflion  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  from  all  his  em- 
ployments. To-morrow  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
meets,  and  the  Queen  will,  by  meffage, 
order  them  to  adjourn  till  the  day  on  which 
the  Commons  are  to  fit ;  after  that,  me 
may  perhaps  prorogue  the  Parliament  for  a 
day  or  two ;  but  whether  me  does  this  or 

not, 
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not,  me  will  fpeak  again  to  both  Houfes; 
and  I  hope  we  mall  begin  this  feffion  in  a 
better  manner  than  the  Queen's  lenity  fuf- 
fered  us  to  do  the  laft.  Your  Excellency 
fees  that  we  have  taken  our  ground,  and 
made  our  difpofition  for  attacking  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  the  fame  muft  be 
done  above  flairs  ;  and  there  thefe  heroes, 
like  their  predeceflbr,  Bully  Dawfon,  will 
put  up  their  fwords  as  foon  as  the  enemy 
draws  his. 

I  cannot  account  for  what  your  Excel- 
lency mentions  concerning  the  knowledge 
which  they  have  in  Holland  of  the  French 
memorial ;  it  is  fo  very  wild,  that  we  have 
not  fo  much  as  laid  it  before  the  Cabinet : 
Buys,  indeed,  often  preifed  for  the  particu- 
lars of  what  we  had  writ,  and  of  what 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  had  anfvvered,  but  he 
was  as  often  bantered,  and  inienfibly  led  in- 
to another  fubjecl.  Mr.  Duyvenvoorde's  in- 
telligence I  am  alfo  at  a  lofs  to  underftand. 
The  public  letters  which  I  receive  from  your 
Excellency  are  never  read  except  in  Cabi- 
net, the  private  never  even  there,  unless 
now  and  then  a  pafTage  be  neceflary  for  the 
information  of  the  Lords.  But,  my  Lord, 

K  2  the 
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the  Dutch  in  general,  like  the  reft  of  our  al- 
lies, are  out  of  humour  ;  and  therefore  every 
particular  man  fufpedts,  guefles,  invents,  tor- 
ments himfelf,  and  plagues  all  that  converfe 
with  him.  It  is  not,  indeed,  to  be  wonder- 
ed at,  for  the  fcheme  of  politics  at  pre- 
fent  in  vos;ue  here,  does  not  tallv  fo  well 

O  J 

as  the  former  with  the  vvilhes  of  the  con- 
federates. They  had  nothing  to  do  before 
but  to  buy,  or,  fome  way  or  other,  to  en- 
gage two  or  three  men,  and  this  rich,  fruit- 
ful province  was  their  own  :  we  have  at  lafl 
thought  fit  to  fet  up  for  independency.. 

Nothing  will  fo  much  convince  the  Dutch 
of  the  -neceffity  of  making  peace,  as  feeing- 
plainly  that  Britain  will  alter  her  meafures 
of  waging  wars  ;  your  Excellency  will  there- 
fore do  well  to  whifper  that  often  into  their 
ears ;  and  if  they  object,  the  evil  confe- 
quence  which  the  knowledge  of  this  muft 
have  with  the  enemy,  the  reply  is  -obvious — 
We  are  fenfible  of  it,  and  forry  for  it ;  but 
they  are  only  to  blame  who  force  to  this  ne- 
cemty  a  Princefs,  to  whofc  friendship  they 
owe  not  only  the  falvation,  but  the  gran- 
deur of  their  republic  ;  and  who  choofe  ra- 
ther to  lean  on  the  broken  reed  of  a  routed 
*  fadion, 
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faction,  than  to  ftand  on  the  folid  bafis  which 
an  entire  confidence  in  her  would  eftablifh. 

I  begin  by  this  opportunity  my  joint  cor- 
reipondence  with  your  Excellency  and  the 
Bifhop,  in  fuch  matters  as  are  to  be  tranf- 
acled  by  you  jointly. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  muft  tell  you,  that  I 
find  the  Emperor  begins  to  filer  doux ;  his 
anfwers  to  the  Queen's  letter,  which  Mr. 
Watkins,  whofe  manner  of  executing  his 
commiffion  has  given  great  fatisfaclion  to  her 
Majefty,  tranfmitted  to  us,  is  in  very  mo- 
deft  terms. 

Open  the  conferences,  let  the  enemy  un- 
derftand  they  muft  help  themfelves  and  you ; 
let  our  allies  underfland,  that  they  fhall 
neither  infult  nor  miflead  us  ;  and  I  hope 
we  mall  be  able  to  co-operate  with  you  from 
hence. 

Adieu.     I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  &c. 


To  the  Lord  Privy  Sea!. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  January  2d,  1711-12. 
HAVING  been  obliged  to  keep  the  mef- 
fenger  till  this  morning,  I  gain  a  moment's 

K  3  time 
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time   to  write  a  few  words  apart  to  your 
Lordfhip. 

My  public  djfpatches  contain  the  letter  in 
form  which  I  received  from  Monfieur  de 
Torcy,  in  this  I  fend  your  Lordfhip  a  copy 
of  the  private  one  writ  to  me  by  that  Mi- 
nifter.  The  turn  of  it  is  remarkable,  and 
only  for  Lord  StrarTord  and  yourfelf.  Mr. 
Watkins  is,  I  fuppofe  by  this  time,  return- 
ed from  executing  a  commiffion  which  her 
Majefly  gave  him  to  the  Emperor  j  your 
Lordfhip  muft  allow  me  to  defire  that  you 
would  pleafe  to  ufe  him  with  fome  tender- 
nefs .;  you  will  find  his  capacity  and  expe- 
rience in  bufinefs  very  great.  I  know  no 
man  who  has  a  finer  pen,  and  I  would 
truft  my  honour  to  his  integrity. 

No  man  living  is  with  more  refpecl,  my 
Lord,  &c.  than 

H.  St.  J. 


70  Mr.  Watkins. 

S  i  R, 

Whitehall,  Jan.  ad,  1711. 

BESIDES  a    letter    of    form,   give   me 
leave  to  write  you  one  of  friendship,  and 

to 
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to  begin  by  alluring  you  that  the  illnefs 
which  you  have,  by  the  hardfliip  of  your 
journey,  contracted,  very  fenfibly  aifecls  me. 
I  perceive,  as  well  by  what  you  writ  to 
me  as  by  what  Mr.  Drummond  told  me  you 
had  writ  to  him,  that  you  are  uneafy  in  your 
ftation  of  Secretary  of  the  Queen  in  Hol- 
land. I  can  account  for  fome  caufes  of  your 
chagrin  very  eafily,  but  I  can  as  eaflly  fore- 
fee  that  the  arrival  of  my  Lord  Privy  Seal 
will  remove  them.  The  holy  black  Swede  * 
knows  your  merit,  and  will,  for  his  own 
fake  as  well  as  yours,  endeavour  to  reconcile 
you  to  the  province  you  are  at  prefent  in ; 
bendes,  mould  you  infift  to  be  removed  juft 
at  the  time  when  the  conferences  .open,  and 
when  the  Duke,  your  old  matter,  is  by  her 
Majefly  ctifmifled,  the  true  reafon  of  this 
meafure  would  be  known  to  few,  and  va- 
riety of  fictitious  ones  would  be  given  and 
believed  by  the  world.  My  advice  there- 
fore is,  and  it  comes  from  a  heart  fincerely 
affectionate  to  you,  that  you  repair  to 
Utrecht,  and  that  you  enter  upon  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  your  employment. 

*  The  Bifliop  had  been  thirty-two  years  refident  in  Swe- 
den. 

K  4  My 
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My  Lord  Treasurer  fully  intends  to  pro- 
vide for  you  here,  that  after  fo  many  years 
labour  abroad,  you  may  fit  down  under  an 
Englifh  fig-tree. 

In  every  letter  I  mufl  thank  you  for  the 
»  good-nature  you  mow  to  my  brother.  I  wifh 
he  may  make  the  proper  ufe  of  the  oppor- 
tunity which  he  has,  and  lay  in  a  ftore  of 
knowledge  in  the  right  feafon  for  it. 

I  ama 


To  Mr.  Cadogan*. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  Jan.  4,  1711. 

THE  Duke  of  Marlborough  having  fent 
me  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  January,  N.S. 
together  with  the  project  inclofed  in  it,  I 
have  laid  the  whole  before  her  Majefty  ; 
who  commands  me  to  write  to  you,  that 
it  is  her  pleafure  that  you  do  encourage 
and  promote,  as  much  as  poflible,  the 


cution  of  the  deiign  of  ruining  the  naviga- 
tion on  the  Sambre,  which  you  have  formed, 

*  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  difmifled  from  his  port 
of  Commander  in  Chief  at  home  and  abrord,  on  the  3111  of 
December,  and,  until  a  fucttflbr  was  appointed,  Cadogan  was 
Commander  of  the  forces  in  Flanders. 

which 
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which  has  been  approved  in  Holland,  and 
which  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  is  authorized 
to  undertake. 

Thus  much  the  Queen  thought  neceffary 
to  be  writ  immediately  to  you  ;  her  Ma- 
jefty's  farther  directions  you  may  expecl  by 
the  poft  of  Tuefday. 

I  am,  &c. 


A  Monfieur  d'Hervaert.    - : 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  4me  Janvier,  1711-12. 

J'AI  etc,  je  vous  1'avoue,  un  peu  inquiet 
fur  le  fujet  de  la  lettre  que  je  vous  ecrivis 
il  y  a  quelque  terns,  &  qui  a  fait  tant  de 
bruit  en  Hollande  ;  mais  je  vous  ai  rendu 
juftice,  &  je  n'ai  jamais  cru  que  vous  eufliez 
eu  le  moiridre  mauvais  defTein  en  la  mon- 
trant ;  ainfi,  Monfieur,  ne  parlons  plus,  s'il 
vous  plait,  de  ce  contretems. 

Voici  les  conferences  ouvertes,  &  je  ne 
doute  pas  qu'il  n'y  aient  beaucoup  de  gens 
qui  deployeront  tout  leur  favoir-faire  pour  les 
rompre  ;  mais  pourvu  que  ies  Francois  veuil- 
lent  acheter  la  paix  a  un  prix  raifbnnable, 
j'efpere  que  nous  viendrons  a  bon  port. 
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Je  fais  qu'il  n'eft  pas  neceflaire,  que  je 
vous  exhorte  a  travailler  a  detruire  ces  faufles 
idees  que  les  faclieux  chez  nous,  &  leurs 
allies  chez  vous,  tachent  de  femer.  Vous 
fouhaitez  la  paix  par  un  principe  de  Chri- 
ftianifme,  auffi-bien  que  de  politique,  &  vous 
etes  affez  habile  pour  voir  de  quelle  fource 
font  venus  toutes  les  oppofitions  qu'on  a  fait 
aux  mefures  de  la  Reine. 

Le  Prince  Eugene  a  ete  depuis  quelque 
jours  fur  nos  cotes ;  je  ne  fais  fi  le  vent  con- 
traire  le  laiiTera  mettre  pied  a  terre  ;  mais 
je  crains  fort  que  la  difgrace  du  Due  de 
Marlborough,  rendra  inutile  une  grande  par- 
tie  de  fes  inflrucl:ions*. 

Je  vous  fouhaite  une  bonne  &  heureufc 

^annee,  &  je  fuis, 

De  tout  mon  coeur,  votre,  &c. 


*  Eugene  was  certainly  fent  over  to  favour  the  fchemes  of 
ftflariborough's  party :  though  informed  that  his  oftenfible  er- 
rand, that  of  fettling  the  proportion  of  troops  for  the  next 
campaign,  would  not  be  difcufled  here,  he  perfifted  in  coming 
over  :  the  confequence  was,  that  he  accelerated  the  difgrace 
of  his  friend  and  companion  in  arms ;  and  though  he  at- 
tempted to  proceed  upon  bufinefs  with  the  Minifters,  they 
evaded  it. 


To 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C.  130 

*To  the  Earl  of  Peterborough. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  January  8th,  1711. 

THE  meflenger  difpatched  to  your  JLord- 
Ihip,  this  evening,  from  the  other  office, 
gives  me  that  opportunity  which  I  have 
waited  now  feveral  weeks  in  expectation  of. ' 

If  I  could  envy  any  happinefs  which  you 
enjoy,   it   fhou»ld    be  that  of   being  at  th|S 
time  fo  far  from  home,  nearer  the  fun,  and^ 
at  a  diftance  from  faction. 

The  ferment  runs  higher  than  ever  1 
remember  it  to  have  done.  Our  flock  of 
ill-humour  has  been  fufficient  to  enable  us 
to  fpare  fome  for  our  allies,  and  they  have  in 
this,  though  in  no  other  inftance,  kept  touch 
with  us,  and  made  us  returns  of  the  fame 
kind. 

I  will  give  your  Lordfhip  a  full  ftate  of 
our  cafe.  I  write  only  to  yourfelf,  not  as  a 
minifter,  but  as  a  friend. 

Some  months  ago,  the  French  found  means 
of  applying  to  the  Queen,  and  of  defiring 
her  afliftance  to  fet  on  foot  a  negociation 
of  peace.  The  firft  anfwer  to  this  overture 
was,  that  they  would  do  well  to  endeavour 
i  to 
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to  renew  the  treaty,  where  it  broke  of. 
Your  Lordihip  knows  enough  of  the  danger 
which  the  fervants  of  the  Crown  expofe 
themfelves  to,  in  this  country,  when  they 
undertake  almoft.any  thing  out  of  the  com- 
mon road,  and  will  not,  therefore,  be  fur- 
prized  .  if  the  firft  thought,  which  arofe  ia 
their  minds,  was  tuat  of  their  private  fafety. 

The  enemy  abiblutely  refilled  to  begin  to 
treat  with  the  Dutch,  and  renewed  their 
addreffes  to  the  Queen,  who  received  from 
them  iome  general  proportions,  which  were 
immediately  fent  into  Holland. 

After  this,  Prior  went  into  France,  and 
Mefnager  came  over  hither.  The  whole 
intent  of  this  negociation,  was  to  try  how 
far  we  could  bring  the  enemy  to  offer  and 
engage,  without  expecljng  any  thing  reci- 
procal from  us.  For,  my  Lord,  after  all  the 
clamour  which  has  been  raiff  d,  the  Queen 
is  under  no  tie  nor  obligation  to  France, 
whatever  France  may  be  to  her. 

At  laft  the  general  articles  which  you  have 
feen,  were  received,  to  ferve  as  inducements 
to  the  confederates  to  open  the  congrefs, 
and  as  proportions  which  contained  in'  them 

all 
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all  that  ever  was,  or  that  ever  could  be  de- 
manded. 

The  Queen  exacted  from  France  an  en- 
gagement on  feveral  heads,  relating  to  the 
intereft  of  Britain,  which  is  only  to  take 
effect  in  cafe  a  peace  fucceeds ;  and  me  de- 
clared, both  to  her  friends  and  to  her  enemy, 
that  this  peace  mould  never  fucceed,  unlefs 
her  allies  had  all  reafonable  fatisfaction  in 
their  feveral  pretenfions. 

On  this  foot,  what  injuftice  was  don-e  ? 
What  ill  confequence  could  follow  ? 

If  thofe  who  are  to  get  all  by  the  war, 
arid  who  have  hitherto-  done  nothing,  had 
been  fo  alarmed  at  the  profpect  of  a  peace, 
as  really,  and  in  fact,  to  have  altered  their 
meafures,  and  have  prepared  for  greater 
efforts ;  we  might,  in  this  cafe,  have  broke 
off  the  treaty,  and  have  purfued  the  great 
lyftem  of  gaining,  by  [force  of  arms,  Spain 
and  the  Weft  Indies. 

If  we  found  fuch  an  alteration  not  to  be 
hoped  for,  if  we  found  that  our  allies  per- 
fifted  to  make  us  the  bubbles  of  the  war,  we 
might  however,  have  been  fecure  of  not  be- 
ing the  dupes  of  the  peace  ;  the  Queen 
might  have  acted  the  part  of  mediatrice, 

have 
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have  fatisfied  all  the  confederates  but  one, 
and  have  procured  the  greateft  advantages 
to  Britain. 

Thefe,  my  Lord,  I  take  to  be  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Queen  built  ;  but  the 
faclion,  whofe  violence  you  know,  as  well  as 
the  moderation  of  our  Court,  began  to 
roar  againft  any  treaty  without  fpecific  pre- 
liminaries, to  fnppofe  Spain  and  the  Indies 
yielded  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou  ;  to  excite 
the  Emperor,  the  Dutch,  and  others,  to 
join  with  them,  and  to  promife  by  this 
union  to  d_efeat  the  Queen's  meafures. 

Thus  was  our  weaknefs  expofed  to  the 
enemy,  thus  were  our  friends  encouraged  to 
hope  that  they  mould  be  able  to  conftram 
us  to  continue  the  war  upon  the  old  foot, 
thus  were  the  Dutch  (who,  by  the  way,  if 
this  negociation  was  broke,  would  give  up 
Spain  for  a  town  more  in  their  barrier,  to- 
morrow) brought  to  infill:  that  they  fhall 
have  their  feparate  advantages,  but  that  this 
poor  ifland  mall  reap  none  unlefs  in  com- 
mon with  them.  What  will  be  the  iflue 
of  the  treaty,  God  knows  !  but  I  fee  too 
plainly,  that  we  are  to  expect  no  means  of 
rendering  the  war  practicable.  The  Mini- 

fters 
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fters  of  Holland    declare  themfelves  inca- 
pable of  doing  more,  and  inftead   of   ex- 
cufing  their   deficiencies,   value  themfelves 
upon  their   efforts.     Prince  Eugene  is  jufl 
arrived  here,  but  we  know  already,  by  the 
propofals  which  he  made   in  Holland,  the 
fum  of  what  he  has  to  offer,  and  it  amounts 
not  to  an  augmentation  of  10,000  men.     In 
fhort,  if  the  Queen  attempts  to  go  on  upon 
the  prefent  fcheme  of  expence,  we  are  bank- 
rupts ;  and  if  me  retrenches  here,  I  am  fure 
the  war  muft  languifh,  and  a  beaten  enemy 
triumph, 

I  make  no  fcruple  of  giving  this  account 
to  your  Lordmip  thus   plainly,   becaufe    I 
know  you  not  to  be  difcouraged  by  difficul- 
ties.    We  muft  all  join  and  endeavour  to 
fave  our  cduntry  from  ruin.     No  Prince  can 
be  of  greater  ufe  in  this  conjuncture  than 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  with  whom  your  Lord- 
mip is  to  continue  fome  time ;   and  I  hope 
that  he  "Will  be  fatisfied  with  what  has  been 
faid  to  his  Minifters,  both  here  and  in  Hol- 
land.    The  Queen  will  infift,  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity, upon  that  barrier  againft  France, 
which  he  has  himfelf  chalked   out.      His 

aggran- 
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aggrandizement  on  the  fide  of  Italy,  is  a 
much  more  difficult  point  to  treat,  iince 
that  cannot  be  obtained  but  at  the  expence 
of  the  Houie  of  Auftria,  with  whom  we 
have  meaiures  to  keep. 

The  marriage  of  the  Duke  of  Piedmont, 
to  the  eldeft  Archduchefs,  muft  lead  the  way 
to  all  other  meafures  on  this  head ;  the  fa- 
tisfaclion  for  debts  owing  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs,  will  afford  another  reafon  ;  and  feveral 
handles  will,  by  one  event  or  other,  be 
given  in  the  courfe  of  the  negociation,  which 
the  Queen's  Minifters  will  be  fure  to  take 
hold  of,  in  concert  with  thofe  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs.  In  fhort,  the  Queen  cannot  re- 
duce her  own  interefts  to  an  abfolute  cer- 
tainty, before  the  opening  of  the  confer- 
ences, but  (he  will  be  as  vigilant,  as  firm, 
for  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  as  for  herfelf. 

My  letter  is  grown  to  an  exorbitant 
length,  it  is  time  that  I  mould  releafe  your 
Lordfhip;  and  conclude,  with  the  moil  fin- 
cere  affurances  of  being,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip's,  &c. 

P.S.  I  had  forgot  to  fay,  that  your  Lord- 
fhip will  receive  a  letter  of  mine,  writ  at 

the 
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the  time  when  the  Queen  thought  your 
Lordmip  coming  this  way;  in  which  cafe, 
you  was  to  have  come  over  to  take  your 
fhare  in  our  domeftic  ftrife*.  The  un* 
certain  going  and  coming  of  letters,  has  oc- 
cafioned  this  variety  of  orders.  You  will 
now  be  fettled  for  fome  time,  and  I  hope 
your  health  will  be  entirely  reftored. 


To  the  Earl  of  Str afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  Jan.  8th,  1711. 

NATURALLY  the  game  we  are  now 
playing  mould  be  eafy  j  when  both  fides 
are  in  want  of  peace,  both  fides  fhould  be 
reafonable  ;  but  it  is  rendered  difficult  by  the 
unnatural  proceedings  of  this  faclion,  which 
encourages  our  allies  to  impofe  upon  us,  and 
which  heartens  our  enemy,  by  fhowing  the 
weaknefs  of  a  divided  people. 

Prince  Eugene  is  here,  and  had  on  Sun- 
day his  nrft  audience  of  the  Queen.  His 
compliment  I  could  not  hear,  though  I  was 

*  This  was  moft  likely  at  the  opening  of  the  prefent  fef- 
fion,  when  the  oppofition  carried  every  thing  in  their  favour 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

VOL.  II.  L  in 
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in  the  clofet,  but  the  Queen's  anfwer  was 
in  the  words  inclofed*.  No  doubt  the  dif- 
carding  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  j,  broke 
the  meafiires  which  he  came  to  a6t  upon ; 
and  if  the  Queen  will  be  fo  juft  to  herfelf, 
and  to  thofe  fervants  who  have  ventured 
all  for  her,  as  to  go  on,  there  will  foon  be 
a  full  period  put  to  thefe  feditious  ftruggles 
at  home,  and  to  thofe  ungrateful  returns 
which  me  meets  with  from  abroad-)-. 

I  hope 

*  Said  to  be,  that  the  Queen  was  forry  the  ftate  of  her  health 
would  not  permit  her  to  fpeak  with  his  Highnefs  as  often  as 
otherwife  fhe  would  be  glad  to  do ;  but  that  fhe  had  ordered 
thefe  two  gentlemen  then  prefent  (Oxford  and  St.  John)  to 
receive  his  propofals  and  confer  with  him. 

f  The  fubftance  of  two  different  accounts,  fent  by  Prince 
Eugene  to  the  Court  of  Vienna,  and  to  Count  Zin- 
zindorf,  at  the  Hague,  January  agth.  and  February 
iff,  N.S.  1711-12.  (Delivered  by  my  Lord  Prefidenf, 
and  read  at  the  Committee  of  Council,  March  aoth, 
1711-12.) 

*'  He  acquainted  the  Court  at  Vienna,  that  he  thought  the 
prefent  Miniftry  defigned  to  ridicule  him  and  his  matter,  as 
their  procraftinations  do  then,  which  made  him  liften  to  the 
propofals  that  his  brother-general  and  Godolphin  made  to 
him,  in  the  name  of  the  party  ;  namely,  that  they  would 
firmly  adhere  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  in  cafe  they  could  be 
at  the  helm  once  more;  but  that  this  cannot  be  effected 
without  the  removal  of  the  Triumvirate.  To  which  Baron 
Bothmar  faid,  that  the  comparing  thereof,  without  offending 
the  populace,  would  be  hie  labor,  hoc  opus :  whereunto  Marl- 
borough  and  Godolphin  replied,  that  rather  than  it  fhould  rail, 
they  fhould  be  De-Wited,  but  that  Bothmar's  anfwering  this 
would  be  the  only  way  to  provoke  the  populace.  Prince 
Eugene  thereupon  faid,  that  there  might  be  a  medium  found, 
whereby  to  avoid  that  danger,  which  would  be  to  do  it  a  la 
)  and  in  a  frolicfome  manner.  Wherewith  the  junto 

being 
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I  hope    to   be   able    by   Friday,   to  fend 
you  fome   news  of  other  changes. — As  to 

your 

being  made  acquainted,  it  was  by  them  refolved,  that  Prince 
Eugene  Ihould  print  a  memorial  to  the  purpofe  following,  viz. 
that  the  Queen  fhould  be  put  in  mind  how  {he  had  promifed, 
at  her  acceffion  to  the  throne,  that  {he  would  continue  the^l- 
liance  made  by  King  William,  and  never  make  a  peace  with- 
out the  reftitution  of  the  monarchy  of  Spain  and  the  Weft 
Indies  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ;  and  that  it  was  at  her  preifing 
inftances,  that  the  late  Emperor  Leopold  made  his  fon,  the 
Archduke  (who  is  now  the  prefent  emperor)  King  of  Spain  ; 
and  that  upon  the  reiterated  promifes  and  aflurances  which  the 
Queen  made  him,  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  had  been  induced 
to  contribute  more  than  it  was  well  able,  towards  the  carrying 
on  the  war,  and  that  he  had  drained  his  hereditary  countries,  in 
order  to  the  feconding  her  Majefty  in  fupporting  the  common 
caufe  ;  and  how,  upon  finding  her  Majefty  hitherto  fincere,  he 
looked  on  her  intereft  and  his  own  to  be  infeparable,  and  that 
the  fame  reafons  which  prevailed  with  her  Majefty  to  enter 
into  the  war,  held  good  ftill,  to  induce  her  to  continue  it,  un- 
til the  end  Ihould  be  obtained  for  which  it  was  commenced ; 
and  that  her  Majefty's  intereft  being  entirely  cemented  with 
that  of  her  allies,  he  doth  hope,  that  the  giving  his  advice  at 
this  critical  juncture,  will  not  be  taken  as  if  he  cenfured  her 
actions ;  and  that  fhe  will  remember  both  the  advice  of  the 
.late  Emperor,  Leopold,  to  King  James,  which  he  rejected,  but 
afterwards  repented  when  it  was  too  late;  as  likewife -the  ad- 
vice of  the  late  Emperor  Jofeph  to  herfelf,  OE  his  conceiving 
that  her  changing  the  late  Miniftry  (they  being  all  of  them 
men  of  public  fpirit)  might  prejudice  the  common  caufe.  To 
-all  which  the  faid  Prince  Eugene  replied,  that  though  what  had 
been  offered  was  popular  enough,  yet  he  would  concert  no- 
thing without  the  approbation  of  his  mafter,  and  the  advice 
•of  Count  Zinzindorf  and  of  Penfionary  Heinfius,  to  whom 
he  then  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  it ;  which,  accord- 
ingly, he  did,  and  received  the  following  anfwer  thereunto, 
•from  the  aforefaid  Count,  viz.  that  he  had  acquainted  Pen- 
fionary  Heinfius  therewith,  who  was  of  opinion,  that  though 
it  was  very  plaufible,  yet  that  his  doing  it  would  rather  in- 
.fluence  the  Queen's  Minifters  to  pufli  on  the  peace;  and 
>that,  therefore,  it  would  be  more  proper  either  to  get  it  infert- 
ed  in  Baron  Bothmar's  memorial  (the  better  to  pleafe  the 
-people)  or  to  referve  it  till  a  more  feafouable  time. 

La  "  Prince 
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your  own  intereft,  which  upon  my  word,  1 
will  at  all  times  to  the  utmoit  of  my  power 
promote,  your  Excellency  may  depend  on 
the  Queen's  providing  for  you  here  fuitably 
to  your  rank,  and  to  thofe  great  iervices  you 

"  Prince  Eugene  did,  withal,  acquaint  Count  Zinzindorf, 
how  that  finding  the  Englifh  to  be  full  of  projects,  he  had 
therefore  made  bold  to  propofe  one  to  the  junto,  which  wa*. 
that  they  fiunild  imitate  Ma'ure  Lewis,  in  what  he  did  by  his  < 
emiffaries  at  Prague,  in  the  year  1689,  which  Baron  Bothmar 
having  approved,  he  imparted  it  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
and  Lord  Godolphin,  who  likewife  approved  very  well  of  it, 
and  did  withal  fay,  that  the  definition  of  a  few  worthlefs  fel- 
lows, now  at  the  helm,  ought  not  to  ftand  in  competition 
with  the  common  caufe,  and  that  we  muftnot  lofe  the  advan- 
tages of  fo  many  fignal  victories,  and  the  benefit  of  ten  years' 
fuccefsful  war.  Yea,  Bothmar  faid,  fmiling,  that  it  were  bet-> 
ter  that  all  at  the  helm  were  blown  up  in  the  air,  than  that 
that  fhould  fuffer;  adding,  that  in  cafe  this  project  fhould 
take,  though  it  might  not  prolong  the  war,  yet  it  might  be  a 
mean  of  procuring  a  better  peace  for  the  allies ;  however, 
Count  Zinzindorf  wrote  to  Prince  Eugene,  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, it  would  not  be  proper  for  him  to  flay  here  to  fee  the1 
execution  of  it. 

**  Since  the  two  former  letters  were  written,  whereof  I  have 
been  giving  a  brief  account,  the  faid  Prince  Eugene  did,  this 
very  March  (before  his  departure  hence)  fend  two  exprefles 
more  to  the  forementioned  Count  Zinzindorf,  in  onq  whereof 
he  took  the  liberty  to  tell  him,  that  neither  would  the  Queen 
nor  durft  her  Minifters,  come  into  a  feparate  peace  5  and  that 
it  was,  therefore,  the  bufinefs  of  thofe  who  were  her  foreign 
allies,  to  make  and  propofe  fuch  demands  to  the  King  of 
France,  as  he  could  neither,  with  his  own  honour,  nor  in 
juftice  to  his  people,  comply  with. 

"  In  the  other,  he  defired  the  aforefaid  Coun.t,  to  entreat  of 
the  prefent  Emperor  that  he  would  offer  fecurity  out  of  his 
hereditary  eftates  for  the  loan  of  money  5  and  how  thereupon 
endeavours  would  be  ufed  here  with  the  Bank  of  England, 
for  his  being  furniflied  with  fuch  fums  as  fhould  be  needful 
in  order  to  the  further  carrying  on  of  the  war  (i)". 

(i)  Thefe  accounts  are  copied  literally  from  the  originals,  in 
pofitilion  of  the  Editor. 

have 
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have  done  her.  Whether  ihe  intends  any 
thing  of  this  kind  now,  or  at  your  return  to 
Britain,  1  cannot  tell*  but  I  will  try  to 
know* 

My  Lord  Rivers,  having  been  forced  in, 
the  beginning  of  the  war  out  of  the  fervice, 
the  Queen  has  long  determined  to  give  him 
a  regiment,  which,  by  making  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland  fucceed  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond,  me  had  an  opportunity  of  doing. — I 
am  unable  to  fay  any  more  to  you  at  this 
time,  than  that 

1  am,  with  the  utmoft,  &c. 


A  Son  AlteJJe  Royale  k  Due  de  Savoye. 

MoNSEIGNEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  8me  Jan.  1712. 
J'AI  re9u  la  lettre  qu'il  a  plu  a  votre 
AltefTe  Royale  de  m'ecrire  du  i8me  du  mois 
d'Oclobre,  avec  tout  le  refpecl:  &  toute  la  re- 
coimoifTance  qui  eft  due  a  un  grand  Prince, 
qui  daigne  accepter  des  fervices  d'auffi  peu 
d'importance  que  les  miens. 

Le  Comte  MafFei  n'aura  pas  manque  de 
communiquer  a  votre  AltefTe  Royale  les  in- 
ilruclions  que  fa  Majefte  a  donne  a  fes  Ple- 

L  3  nipoten- 
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ttipotentiaires,  &  j'ofe  1'affurer  que  les  ii 
terets  de  la  Bretagne  meme  ne  peuvent  paa 
etre  foutenus  par  la  Heine,  avec  plus  de  fer- 
mete  que  le  feront  ceux  de  votre  Alteffe 
Royale  tant  a  Utrecht,  que  par  tout  ailleurs. 
Je  prie  Dieu  qu'il  donne  a  votre  Alteffe 
Royale  une  longue  fuite  d'heureufes  anuees. 

Je  fuis,  &  je  ferai  toute  ma  vie,  avec  ui> 
profond  refpecl  de  votre  Alteffe  Royale, 

Le  tres  humble, 


To  the  Earl  of  Sir  afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  Jan.  I2th,  1712. 
YOUR  private   letters   are  as  agreeable 
to  me,  as  fo  many  material  ckcumftances  in? 
the  tranfadtion  of  bufmels  muft  render  them, 
to~  a  man  who  needs  and  who  delires  the 
ampler!  informations,  or  as  fo  many  mark& 
of  your  confidence  and  friendship  mufl  ren-  ' 
der  them  to  a  man  who  honours  you  with- 
out a  compliment,  and  who  loves  you  with- 
out afFe&ation. 

......          :',    .  :     1  '.J-  - 

I  make  no  queftion  of  the  confidence  int 

which  your  Excellency  and  the  Privy  Seal 

i  will 
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will  live  together,  nor  of  that  zeal  which 
you  wiH  jointly  exert  in  fo  good  a  caufe. 

I  believe  you  will  now  hear  the  Queen 
goes  on  to  take  fuch  vigorous  meafures,  as 
can  alone  fupport  her  government,  protect 
her  fervants,  and  fave  her  kingdoms. 

I  am  here  interrupted,  and  mufl  defer  till 
Tuefday  faying  fomething  to  you,  which  has 
lately  occurred  to  my  thoughts,  in 
upon  our  prefent  iituation. 

I  am, 


Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Verfailles,  le  5me  Jan.  1712. 
J'AI  re^u  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait 
rhonneur  de  m'ecrire,  le  15 me  du  mois  der- 
nier, V.S.  avec  les  pafleports  d*Hollande  que 
vous  m'avez  adrefTes,  pour  Meffieurs  les  Ple- 
nipotentiaires  du  Roi.  Comme  1'intention 
de  fa  Majefte  eft  d'avancer  autant  qu'il  de- 
pend d'elle  Touverture  des  conferences,  &  la 
conclufion  de  la  paix,  qui  doit  en  etre  le 
fruit,  clle  n'a  pas  hefite  a  fe  contenter  de 
ces  pafleports,  quoique  dans  une  forme  plus 
L  4  reftreinte 
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reftreinte  que  ceux  que  je  vous  ai  envoye  par 
fes  ordres. 

J'efpere,  Monfieur,  qu'on  ne  fufcitera  nul 
accident  capable  de  retarder  1'arrivee  de 
Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  a  Utrecht ;  & 
comme  vous  avez  envoye  des  ordres  par- 
ticuliers  a  Monfieur  le  Comte  de  Strafford 
fur  ce  fujet,  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires 
du  Roi  s'addrefTeront  a  lui,  s'il  eft  neceflaire 
qu'il  agifle  pour  lever  les  difficultes  qu'on 
pourroit  former. 

On  apprend  par  les  lettres  d'Hollande, 
que  chaque  province  doit  nommer  fon  Ple- 
nipotentiaire  a  la  paix,  que  la  feule  pro- 
vince d'Hollande  a  nomme  Meffieurs  Buys 
&  Vanderduflen  *  pour  affifter  aux  confe- 
rences en  qualite  de  CommifTaires,  &  non 
de  Plenipotentiaires.  Comme  la  premiere 
demarche,  a  faire,  en  puvrant  une  pareillc 
afiemblee  eft  de  faire  voir,  &  de  fe  com- 
muniquer  les  pouvoirs  des  miniftres  qui  la 
compofent,  il  feroit  impoffible  de  traiter  avec 
ceux  qui  n'auroient  aucun  pouvoir  de  traiter 
de  la  part  de  leurs  maitres.  Je  luis  per- 

*  Penfionary  of  Gonda,  or  Tergow  ;  it  will  be  recollefted, 
that  thefe  two  had  the  chief  management  of  the  conferences  at 
Gertruy«ienburg,  in  1709. 

fnadc, 
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iuade,  Monfieur,  que  la  Province  d'Hol- 
Jande  ne  voudra  pas  s'expofer  a  cet  incon- 
venient ;  je  crois  cependant  que  vous  aurez 
juge  neceflaire  d'en  avertir  Monfieur  Ic 
Comte  de  Strafford,  afiii  de  prevenir  unc 
nouvelle  difficulte  dans  un  terns'  ou  1'on  ne 
devroit  longer  de  tous  cotes  qu'a  faire  cefler 
celles'qui  s'oppofent  au  retablifTement  du 
repos  public.  Je  fuis,  tres  parfaitement, 
Mondeur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


De  Mon/leur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Verfailles,  le  5me  Jan.  1712. 

JE  vois,  Monfieur,  avec  beaucoup  de 
plaifir,  par  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait 
rhonneur  de  m'ecrire  de  votre  main,  que 
vous  etes  perfuade  que  la  fermete  de  la 
Reine  aplanira  toutes  les  dirHcultes  qu'une 
cabale  ennemie  fufcite  chez  vous,  a  la  con- 
clufion  de  la  paix.  Je  vous  avoue  que  fes 
mouvemens,  le  fucces  qu'ils  paroifTent  avoir 
quelquefois,  &  les  mefures  prifes  dans  les 
pays  etrangers,  alarment  ceux  qui  ne  peu^ 
vent  connoitre  parfaitement  rinterieur  d^ 

l'Angleterre, 
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1'Angleterre,  &  qui  jugent  de  la  nation  iur 
tie  fauffes  apparances*. 

Vous  me  raflurez  entierement,  Monfieur, 
fur  les  bruits  qui  fe  repandent ;  car  je  crois 
que  vous  trouverez  bon  que  je  m'interefTe 
fenlibleme'nt  a  tout  ce  qui  vous  regarde,  vous 
&  vos  amis,  &  que,  fur  ce  fondement,  je 
ibis  inquiet  pendant  que  vos  ennemis  feront 
en  place.  Comme  vous  favez  mieux  que 
perfonne  jufqu'a  quand  il  convient  de  laiffer 
entre  leurs  mains  le  pouvoir  de  mal  faire,  & 
'de  fe  venger,  je  me  renfermerai,  fans  vous 
donner  aucun  confeil,  a  vous  affurer  que  les 
Plenipotentiaires  du  Roi  partent  bien  in- 
flruits  des  intentions  de  fa  Majefte,  &  qu'ils 
font  autorifes  de  maniere  a  terminer  bientot 
la  negociation. 

J'efpere  done  qu'elle  aura  un  prompt  & 
heureux  fucces,  &  que  Meffieurs  les  Pleni- 
potentiaires de  la  Grande  Bretagne  travail- 
leront  de  leur  part  a  ecarter  toutes  les  diffi- 
cultes  qui  pourroient  arreter  la  conclufioa 
de  ce  grand  ouvrage. 

Je  fuis,  tres  parfaitement^ 

Monfieur,  votrer  See. 

DE  TORCY. 

*  This  is  a  private  letter.     Torcy  had  a  party  againfl  him, 
and  was  as  anxious  for  a  peace  as  Oxford  or  St.  John. 

A  Monfieur 
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A  Monjleur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  I2tne  Janv.  V.S.  1711. 
JE  reponds  a  1'honneur  de  votre  lettre  du 
5me  de  ce  mois. 

Les  ordres  de  la  Reine,  que  j'ai  envoyes 
a  Monfieur  le  Comte  dc  Stafford,  ont  eu  leur 
cfFet,  &  vous  aurez  vu  que  ce  miniftre  a 
pris  toutes  les  mefures  neceffaires  pour  pre- 
venir  aucun  incident  capable  dc  retarder 
1'arrivee  de  Meflieurs  les  Plenipotentiaries  a 
Utrecht. 

Si  les  miniftres  Hollandois  devoient  af- 
lifter  aux  conferences  en  qualite  feulement 
de  Commiffaires,  &  non  de  Plcnipoten- 
tiaires,  comme  le  bruit  a  couru,  &  comme 
vous  Favez  cru,  il  n'y  auroit  peut-etre  nulle 
replique  a  Tobjeclion  que  vous  faites ;  mais 
je  vois,  Monfieur,  par  toutes  mes  lettres, 
auffi-bien  que  par  celle  que  les  Etats-Ge- 
neraux  ont  ecrit  a  la  Reine,  le  29016  du  mois 
paffe,  que  le  Sieur  Buys  &  fes  collegues  font 
nommes  Plcnipotentiaires  au  congres  qui  fe 
doit  tenir,a  Utrecht. 

Je  fuis,  tres  parfaitement, 

Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN. 
A  Monjieur 
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A  Monfieur  de  Torcy*. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  i2mc  Janvier,  V.S.  1711. 

JE  fuis  tres  fenfible,  de  toutes  vos  hon- 
netetes,  &  de  la  part  que  vOus  prenez  dans 
ce  qui  nous  regarde,  par  rapport  aux  in- 
trigues de  nos  fa6lieux. 

II  eft  conftant  que  les  difficultes  qu'on 
nous  oppofe  font  grandes  ;  mais  la  refblution 
de  la  Reine,  fecondee  par  les  facilites  que 
fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  peut  fournir, 
$11  viendra,  je  ne  doute  pas,  a  la  fin  a  bout. 

Nos  lettres  d'Utrecht  du  19  me  de  ce  mois, 
N.S.  marquent  1'arrivee  de  Meffieurs  vos 
Plenipotentiaires :  j'efpere  qu'ils  ne  parti- 
ront  de  cette  ville  qu'apres  avoir  figne  la 
paix. 

Le  Prince  Eugene  de  Savoye  a  ete  depuis 
quelque  jours  ici  ;  fon  fejour  ne  fera  pas 
long,  &  fes  repreientations  n'auront  pas  TefFet 
qu'on  s'eft  promis  a  la  cour  de  1'Empereur. 

Je  fuis,  &c. 
H.  St.  JEAN. 

*  This  is  a  private  letter. 
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To  Mr.  Watkins. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  January  i8th,  1711-12. 
I  AVOIDED  writing  to  you  till  this 
night,  becaufe  I  was  unwilling  to  trufl  my 
letter  to  any  other  conveyance  than  that  of 
a  mefTenger,  having  not  only  fbmething  to 
fay  relating  to  yourfelf,  but  like  wife  fome- 
thing  which  relates  to  the  fervice  to  com- 
municate to  you. 

Almoft   as  foon  as  this   comes  to   your 
hands,    Monfieur  d'Elorme    will   arrive    at 
Utrecht.     He  is  Refident  to  King  Auguftus, 
at  our  Court,  and  is  ordered  to  the  Congrefs, 
to  what  purpofe,  or  under  what  character,  I 
do  not  know.     He  is  a  vain  and  a  lying 
Gafcon,   but  wants   no   fagacity.      I    have 
made  ufe  of  him,  whilft  he  has  been  here,  to 
difcover    feveral    things    of   moment,    and 
though  he  mingles  a  great  deal  of  his  own 
invention   among    the   accounts   which    he 
gives,  yet,  upon   the  whole,  he  is  a  fpy  of 
the  firft  clafs.     I  prefented  him  this  morn- 
ing with  300!.  by   the  Queen's  command, 
and  he  has  promiied  me,  during  his  conti- 
nuance at  Utrecht,  to  penetrate  as  far  as  he 

is 
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is  able  into  the  intrigues  of  the  Germans, 
and  others  with  whom  he  can  have  any  op- 
portunity of  correfpondence,  and  to  inform 
you  of  what  mail  come  to  his  knowledge. 
Nobody  can  have  any  fufpicion  of  his  being 
employed  by  me,  and  you  will  eafily  manage 
your  ways  of  meeting  him  fb  as  to  occafion 
no  umbrage  among  the  Minifters  where  you 
are. 

I  have  reafon  to  think  that  King  Au- 
guftus,  among  that  variety  of  meafures 
which  his  own  genius,  as  well  as  the  Count 
Flemming's*,  put  him  upon,  has  lately  pur- 
fued  that  of  linking  himfelf  clofely  with  the 
Imperial  Court.  An  Archduchefs  may,  pro- 
bably, be  the  lure,  though  me  be  to  be  pur- 
chafed  at  the  expence  of  his  Ton's  religion-)-. 
Suppofing  this  to  be  the  cafe,  the  Saxon  Mi- 
nifters will,  at  leaft,  a  lafourdine,  cooperate 
with  thofe  of  Vienna.  D'Elorme  may  be 
of  confiderable  fervice  if  this  mould  happen. 

*  J  have  promifed  to  truft  no  one  belides 
yourfelf,  with  the  fecret ;  and  he  has  pro- 
mifed me  tt)f \converfe  openly  with  you,  and 
to  write  to  me  under  your  cover  ;  the  name 

*  The  King  of  Poland's  Minifter  at  Berlin. 

f  Auguftus  himfelf,  upon  afiuming  the  fovereignty  of  Po- 
land>  embraced  the  religion  of  Rome. 

I  mall 
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I  fhall  direct  to  him  by,  is  that  of  the  Sieur 
Daniel. 

I  have  another  man,  of  a  lower  form, 
but  whom  I  know  to  be  fubtle  and  bold. 
He  mail  be  foon  at  Utrecht,  and  (hall  bring 
you  a  letter  from  me.  This  fellow  is  a  ve- 
teran, and  as  high  as  his  converfation  can 
reach,  will  be  extremely  ufeful. 

And  now,  good  Judge,  let  me  alk  you, 
whether  you  believe  that  my  fituation  in  the 
world  is  perfectly  as  I  could  wiih  it ;  whe- 
ther you  imagine  that  I  meet  with  no  mock' 
from  my  fuperiors,  no  perverfenefs  from  my 
equals,  no  impertinence  from  my  inferiors  ? 
If  you  fancy  me,  cr  any  one  elfe,  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  blifs,  you  are  wide  from  the  mark." 

I  deiire  you  to  do  for  a  while,  no  more 
than  what  I  have  done,  ever  fince  I  trod  the 
ftage  of  public  bunnefs  ;  bear  with  the  hard- 
neis  of  the  temper  you  complain  of,  and  the 
prejudice  will  foon  decay,  or  if  it  does  not, 
the  true  reafon  of  your  leaving  the  pod  which 
you  are  in,  will  be  manifeir,  to  the  world, 
and  no  falfe,  no  malicious  turn  can  be  then 
given  to  your  removal. 

I  ufe  this  liberty,  becaufe  I  perfuade  my- 
felf  you  are  convinced  of  the  true  value 

which 
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which  I  have  for  your  merit,  and  that  yon 
will  believe  I  judge  in  your  cafe  as  I  mould 
do  in  my  own.  I 

We  have  ftruggled  this  winter  through 
inconceivable  difficulties,  in  oppofition  to  a 
powerful  faction  at  home,  to  all  our  allies, 
and  even  the  fuccefTor  himfelf  abroad  ;  and, 
1  may  fay,  we  have  combated  an  habit  of 
thinking  falfely,  which  men  have  been  ufed 
to  for  twenty  years. 

If  we  finim  our  work,  as  I  do  not  fear 
but  we  mall,  the  fuccefs  muft  be  afcribed 
to  the  unmaken  firmnefs  of  the  Queen's 
fervants,  and  to  the  loyalty  of  the  church 
intereft,  which  even  ill  ufage  could  not 
alienate. 

I  beg  the  continuance  of  your  counte- 
nance to  my  brother  ;  pray  give  my  fer- 
vice,  and  let  him  know  that  I  mall  foon 
fiipply  him  with  fome  money,  which,  I  hope, 
he  will  fpend  like  a  man  of  fenfe. 

The  meafures  which  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ieems  determined  to  take,  of  putting 
the  war  upon  fuch  a  foot  as  is  reafonable  and 
fupportable,  will,  I  believe,  facilitate  your 
negociations,  at  leaft  the  allies  will  become 
more  pliable.  Adieu,  Sir,  I  am,  &c.  . 

3  Do 
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Do  you  know  that  our  John  Drummond 
is  to  fucceed  Sweet-f-  $ 


To  the  Earl  of  Stafford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  January  i8th,  17'!  i. 

MY  public  letter  contains  nothing,  but  I 
have  fome  materials  for  a  private  difpatch, 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  inform  you  of; 
and,  by  you,  my  Lord  Privy  Seal,  I  ex- 
pected that  eafinefs  which  the  French  Mi- 
nifters  have  mown,  and  am  perfuaded  that 
fmall  matters  will  not  retard  the  concluiion 
of  the  great  work. 

When  I  came  this  morning  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  they  were  confidering 
the  addrefs  drawn  in  anfwer  to  the  Queen's 
mefTage,  and  fome  of  the  Whigs  had  pro- 
pofed  to  add  to  thofe  Words,  where  notice 
is  taken  of  the  fatisfaction  to  be  procured 
the  allies  according  to  their  feveral  treaties, 
thefe  that  follow  : — Particularly  with  rela- 
tion to  Spain  and  the  Weft  Indies.  The  addi- 

h  To  whom  many  letters  in  this  collection  arc  addrefled. 

f  Sweet  was  Pay-mafter  or  Commiflary  of  the  forces  in 
Flanders,  and  was  involved  in  Marlborough's  difmifTal  and 
difgrace. 

VOL.  II.  M  tion 
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tipn  was  oppofed  by  fome  of  our  friends,  and 
would  have  been  rejected  by  a  great  majo/- 
rity,  but  being  the  very  words  ufed  by  the 
Queen  in  her  meffage,  contrived  with  cau- 
tion, and  expreffing  no  more  than  the  grand 
alliance  exprefles,  which  is  a  foundation  we 
afFecl:  to  (land  upon,  I  thought  it  better  to 
let  it  pafs. 

1  have  two  reafons  for  mentioning  this  to 
your  Excellency :  firft,to  mow  what  a  temper 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  in,  and  how  little 
the  warrior-party  know  of  this  nation ;  fe- 
condly,  to  prepare  you  to  aniwer  any  falfc 
colour  which  may  be  given  from  hence,  as 
if  the  Whigs  had  inferted  thefe  words  by 
their  flrength,  or  as  if  thefe  words  import- 
ed the  fame  as  thofe  which  we  rejected  in, 
the  beginning  of  the  feflion. 

MarFei  cannot  yet  proceed,  the  wind  con- 
tinuing eafterly.  When  he  does  come,  I  am 
humbly  of  opinion,  that  yourfelf  and  Lord 
Privy  Seal  mould  take  with  him,  and  with 
the  other  Minifters  of  Savoy,  an  air  of 
great  confidence  :  France  will  give  the  bar- 
rier, and  the  other  point,  your  Lordmip  will, 
9,s  well  as  the  circumftances  of  affairs  and 
the  Queen's  fituation  will  allow,  which  is  all 
*  that 
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that  can   be  expected  ;  on  the  other  hand, 
they  will  be  good  inftruments  in  your  hands,., 
upon  many  occafions. 

The  Duchefs  of  Somerfet,  I  look  upon 
to  be  actually  difmifTed,  although  the  Queen 
has  not  yet  declared  it ;  we  (hall,  I  believe, 
at  laft,  come  to  a  lettlement.  You  will 
agree,  I  am  lure,  it  is  high  time  that  we 
fl>ould. 

The  Prince  Eugene  has  put  into  my 
hands  the  heads  of  what  he  pretends  he  is 
lent  hither  to  negociate.  I  have  drawn  up 
a  large  anfwer  to  every  one,  which  will  be 
approved,  I  believe,  on  Sunday ;  and,  by 
confequence,  fent  to  you,  as  well  as  com- 
municated to  him,  by  Tuefday*.  He  will1 

find 

*  "  En  reponfe  an  Memoire  du  Prince  Eugene  de  Savoye, 
du  ;me  Fevrier,  V.S.  (i8me,  N.S.)  j'ai  eu  I'honneur  de  faire 
favoir  au  dit  Prince,  par  ordie  expres  de  la  Reine,  entre  autres 
chcfes,  que  fa  Majefte  ne  pouroit  pas  repondre  de  1'effort 
qu'elle  feroit  en  etat  de  faire  cette  annee  en  Efpagne,  jufqu'a 
ce  qu'elle  vit  quels  fubfides  lui  feroient  accordis  par  fon  parle- 
ment  pour  cet  effet.  Et  qu'elle  donneroit  communication  a  la 
Chambre  Bafle  de  la  propofition  qui  lui  a  6te  faire  de  la  partde 
1'Empereur,  par  laquelle  fa  Majefte  Imperials  entreprend  de 
fournir  trente  mille  hommes,  des  quarante  qui  font  juges  ne- 
ceflaires  pour  former  1'armee  de  Catalogue,  &  de  payer  un  mil- 
lion des  quatre  millions  d'ecus,  qui  fuffiront,  felon  le  compte 
que  fa  Majefte  Imperiale  a  fait  faire,  pour  tons  les  frais  de  cette 
guerre. 

"  En  conformite  a  cette  reponfe  on  a  deja  donn6  part  a  la 
Chambre  de  1'offre  fufdit ;  &  1'on  doit  efperer  que  1'effet  de 
cette  communication  s'enfuivra  en  peu  de  jours.  Sa  Majefte 

M  /  ft 
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find  that  he  had  better  have  taken  your 
word,  and  that  you  know  more  of  Britain 
and  of  your  Miftrefs  than  thofe  who  ad- 
vifed  him. 

fe  croit  pourtant  obligee  de  remarquer,  que  jufques-ici  elle  ne 
voit  pas  que  les  Etats-Generaux  entrent  dans  aucun  concert 
pour  leu  r  quote  part  dc  cette  depenfe,  ou  prennent  aucunes 
m6fures  pour  faire  un  plus  grand  effort  qu'ils  n'ont  fait  juf- 
ques-ici en  Catalogne,  quoique  la  Reine  ait  declare  depuis 
plufieurs  mois,  qu'elle  pretendoit  que  le  plan  de  cette  guerre  fe 
feroit  de  concert  avec  les  allies,  £  que  les  Etats-Generaux  en- 
troient  pour  leur  quote  part  dans  toutes  les  depenfes  neceflaires, 
La  Reine  avoit  cru  que  les  representations  de  fa  Majeft6  Im- 
p£riale  auroient  etc  d'un  afTez  grand  poids  auprcs  des  Etats- 
G6neraux  principalement  dans  la  conjonclure  prefente,  pour 
les  porter  a  prendre  la  refoiution  de  faire  une  chofe  fi  jufte  & 
ii  eflentielie  a  la  continuation  de  la  guerre.  La  Reine  efperp 
qoi'on  ne  s'excufera  plus,  en  Hollande  ni  ailleurs,  d'entrer  dans 
des  depenfes  auxquelles  on  n'eft  pas  engage  par  des  traites, 
puifqu'il  eft  notoire  a  tout  le  monde  que  fa  Majefte  n'a  et£  fous 
aucune  obligation,  que  celle  que  lui  impofoient  fa  generoiite 
&  fon  zele  pour  la  caufe  commune,  de  contribuer  le  plus  grande 
partie  de^res  fommes  immenfes  qu'eile  a  fournies  pendant  tant 
4!annees  au  foutien  de  la  guerre. 

"  C'eft  avec  beaucoup  de  fatisia^ion  que  fa  Majefte  entend 
1'heureux  fucces  des  armes  des  allies  en  hfpagne  comrr.uniqu6 
dansle  Memoire  du  Prince  Eugene  du  aime  Fev  rier,  V.S.  (3me 
Mars,  N.S.)  j  la  Reine  ne  doute  point  que  L'arrivee  en  Italic 
des  recrues  pour  1'aimee  d'Efpagne,  que  la  marctie  du  corps 
de  23,780  hommes,  &  que  la  vigueur  que  fa  Majeiie  Impe- 
riale  fait  paroitre  dans  tous  fes  prcparatifs  pour  1'ouverture  de 
la  campagne,  ne  faflent  fonger  ferieuferr.ent  aux  ennemis  qu'il 
eft  tems  de  faire  la  paix  &  ne  contribuent  par  coniequent  £. 
procurer  une  heureufe  fin  a  la  prefente  negociation. 

"  Sur  1'etat  des  affaires  en  Efpagne,  &  particulierement  fur 
le  fujet  de  1'ordre  que  le  Due  tl'Aigyle,  ielon  les  avis  men- 
tionnes  par  le  Prince  Eugene  dans  fon  Memoire  du  23016 
Fevrier,  V.S.  (sme  Mars,  N.S.)  a  donne  au  payeur  de  la 
Reine,  ii  eft  impoflible  de  repondre  avec  fondement  jufques 
a  1'arrivee  du  dit  Due  d'Argyle,  qui  vient  rendre  compte  a 
la  Reine  de  i'etat  de  tout  ce  qui  regarde  la  guerre  d'Efpagne, 
&  qui  eft  attendu  au  premier  moment. 

'•'  Fait  a  Whitehall,  ce'same  Fev.  1711-12. 

"  H.  St.  JEAN." 

5  The 
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The  Houfe  of  Commons  will,  next  week, 
have  laid  before  them  a  deduction  of  the 
flate  of  the  war,  from  the  beginning  of 
it  to  the  prefent  year.  Upon  this  we  in- 
tend to  go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  upon  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  I 
leave  your  Lordmip  to  judge  what  refblu- 
tions  may  be  expected  from  thofe  debates, 
where  the  Court  will  be  at  the  head  of  the 
country  intereft,  and  where  fuch  fcandalous 
impontions  upon  the  nation  will  be  brought 
to  light. 

It  is  not  hard  to  fee  that  fuch  a  meafure 
will  give  fpirit  to  the  enemy,  and  put  our 
allies,  in  the  demands  which  they  have  to 
make,  under  fome  difadvantage.  But  whofe 
.door  is  the  bl  ame  to  be  laid  at  ?  if,  in  de- 
fiance to  the  Queen,  they  have  joined  with 
a  faction  ;  if  they  have  refufed  even  to  treat 
of  peace  ;  and  if  they  have  endeavoured  to 
force  us  to  continue,  like  a  fubjecl  province, 
a  fcheme  of  war,  deftruclive  and  ruinous 
to  the  kingdom,  let  them  anfwer  to  the 
confequence  of  what  neceffity,  not  choice, 
obliges  us  to. 

The  Duke  of  Maryborough's  friends  may 
be  as  induftrious  as  they  pleafe  on  your  fide 

M  3  of 
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of  the  water,  and  on  ours  too,  but  he  has 
funk  himfelf  beyond  redemption  ;  and  al- 
though our  people  have  too  much  fenfe  to 
give  into  a  parliamentary  profecution  of 
him,  yet  he  will  be  rendered  accountable 
for  great  fums,  and  be  left  to  the  Queen's 
mercy. 

I  am  ever,  mv  Lord,  &c. 


To  ttse  Earl  of  Straff  ord. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  January  27th,  1711. 
THE  meflenger  is  juft  going,  and  I  in- 
tend, by  Barlow,  to  write  very  fully  to  Lord 
Privy  Seal  and  yourfelf,  on  fome  matters 
which  are  not  very  proper  for  the  public 
difpatch  ;  but,  however,  will  now  mention 
to  your  Lorclmip,  that  I  find  by  a  letter 
which  Monfieur  de  Torcy  has  writ  to  me,  as 
well  as  by  one  which  he  writ  to  my  Lord 
Treasurer,  that  the  backwardnefs  of  the  al- 
lies, and  the  appearances  of  fome  things  here, 
give  the  Court  of  France  apprehenfions  left 
the  negociations  fhould  break,  which  they 
think  it  is  not  their  intereft  that  it  mould ; 
and  I  am  fure  it  is  not  ours.  They  defire 

that 
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that  your  Lordfhip  and  your  colleague  may 
have  directions  underhand,  to  concert  freely 
with  their  Minifters. 

On  this  occafion,  I  mould  advertife  you, 
if  I  have  not  already  done  it,  that  d'Huxelles 
and  Mefnager  had  much  rather  that  this  ne- 
gociation  mould  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  States,  than  of  the  Queen;  but  Polignac, 
who  is  entirely  in  Monfieur  de  Torcy's  in- 
tereft  and  confidence,  is  of  another  kidney. 

What  pafled  on  Thurfday,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  will,  I  hope,  mow  people 
abroad,  as  well  as  at  home,  that  no  meritj 
no  grandeur,  no  riches,  can  excufe  or  fave 
any  one,  who  fets  hlmfelf  up  in  oppofition 
to  the  Queen.  The  whole  debate  was  fb 
managed,  as  to  mow  evidently  tp  what  the 
Duke  was  to  afcribe  his  fall. 

The  ftate  of  the  war  will  be  confidered 
next  week,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

I  am  ferry  the  Dutch  are  not  likely  to 
find,  until  they  have  fufFercd  by  the  con- 
trary opinion,  that  the  Queen  has  more  in- 
tereft  in  Britain  than  the  junto. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Lord,  &c. 

I  defire  to  aflure  my  Lord  Privy  Seal,  of 
my  moft  humble  fervicc,  and  will  not  fail 
to  write  by  Barlow  to  him. 

M  4 
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De  Monfieur  k  Baron 

MONSIEUR, 

JE  viens  d'apprendre  que  le  traite  conclu 
entre   la  Reine   &  les  Etats-Generaux   des 

Provinces 

*•  La  reponfe  donnee  de  la  part  de  fon  AltefFe  Elec- 
torale  ds  Brimfwic-Luntbourg,  a  Monfieur  le 
Comte  de  Rivers,,  a  Gohrde,  7me  Novembre, 
1711-. 

M  Son  Altefl'e-Eleftorale  revolt  avec  une  extreme  reconnoif- 
fance,  la  confidance  que  fa  Majefte  a  la  bonte  de  lui  faire,  de 
ce  qtii  s'eft  paflc  par  rapport  a  la  gvande  affaire  de  la  paix  ge- 
uerale. 

"  Elle  n'eft-pas  moins  fenfible  a  la  communication  qu'elle  a 
bien  voulu  lui  faire,  des  inftruclions  du  Comte  de  Strafford, 
lefquelles  feront  menagees  comme  on  le  defire. 

"  Son  Alteffe  Eleftoraie  a  encore  une  nouvelle  obligation  a 
fa  Majefte,  de  ce  qti'elle  a  bien  voulu  lui  faire  ces  communi- 
cations par  une  perfonne  de  la  qualiie  &  du  merite  du  Comte 
de  Rivers,  qui  a  toujours  cte  ami  particulier  de  famaifon.  « 
C'eft  avec  une  extreme  fatisfaclion  que  fon  Altefle  Eledorale,. 
remarque  daiis  les  inftruftSons  du  Comte  de  Strafford,  que 
1,'intention  de  fa  Majefte  eft,  de  ne  rien  iaire  par  rapport  a  la 
paix  generale,  que  conjointement  &  de  concert  avec  les  Etats- 
Generajux  j  fa  Majefte  infiftant  dans  les  dites  inilruftionsyar 
F&bfokte  neccjjjte  qu'il  y  a  d1  entretcntr  une  bsnne  barmonie  entre  les 
deux  nations,  d'cu  depend  en  grande  panic,  ieur  inutuelh  Jurcii 
&  la  balance  de  I'  Europe.  • 

"  La  prefente  guerre  a  fait  roir  ce  que  peuvent  les  dtux 
nations,  quand  elles  font  bien  unies;  mais  les  efforts  de  la 
'nation  Britannique  dans  cette  guerre  ont  etc  fi  grands,  &:  fon 
role  a  etc  fi  beau  &  fi  noble,  en  un  mot  fi  digne  de  la  nation 
&  de  la  grande  Reine  (i)  qui  la  gouverne,  qu'il  n'y  a  aucun 
fujet  de  douter,  qu'au  traite  futur  de  la  paix,  tous  les  Allies  ne 
concourent  nnanimement  a  obtenir  pour  la  Grande  Bretagne 
les  conditions  &  les  avantages  qu'elle  pourra  pretendre  de  la- 
France  ;  &  il  paroit  que  ce  moyen  eft  plus  folide  &  plus  fur 
pour  parvenir  a  ce  but,  que  fi  on  y  travailloit  par  une  nego- 

(i)   This  word  not  in  the  copy  given  in  by  Monfieur  Bothmar.  — 
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Provinces  Unies,  pour  la  barriere  de  ceux- 
ci  aux  Pays-Bas  Efpagnols  a  ete  mis  au- 
jourd'hui  devant  la  Chambre  des  Communes. 

L'Eledeur 

ciation  feparee  qui  pourroit  laifler  aux  autres  allies  quelque  far 
jet  de  defiance. 

"  II  eft  certain  que  1'interet  commun  des  allies  demande, 
qu'ils  foyent  aufli  unis  au  traite  futur  ,de  la  paix,  qu'ils  1'ont 
ete  pendant  la  guerre,  puifque  c'eft  1'unique  moyen  de  ft: 
garantir  des  intrigues,  done  la  France  a  accoutume  de  fe  fervir 
ii  utiiement  dan*  ces  fortes  d'aflemblees,  pour  inettre  la  divi- 
fion  parmi  les  allies,  &  que  toute  la  furete  de  ceux-ci  pour 
1'avenir  depend  de  la  garantie  mutuelle  qu'ils  fe  donneront 
de  ce  qui  aura  ete  regie  par  le  dit  traite. 

'•  Pour  ce  qui  eft  du  lieu  d'aflemblee,  on  a  fujet  d'etre  fur- 
pris  que  dans  1'etat  triomphant  ou  font  les  affaires  des  allies, 
ie  Roi  de  France  pretend  le  leur  prefcrire,  &  qu'il  commence 
a  cet  egard  a  parler  en  maitre;  fon  Altefle  Eleftorale  ne  doute 
point,  que  la  Reine  ne  defapprouve  ce  precede  hautain,  fc 
qu'elle  ne  reconnoilfe  qu'il  eft  jufte  de  convenir  avec  les  allies 
du  lieu  ou  la  paix  fe  devva  trailer. 

*'  Al'egard  des  avis  qu'on  a  eu,  que  la  cour  Imperiale  vou- 
droit  commencer  avec  la  France  une  negociation  fecrcte,  au 
prejudice  des  interets  de  la  Grande  Brctagne,  fon  Altefle  Elec-- 
torale  prend  la  liberte  d'alfurer  la  Reine  que  cette  cour-la  n'a 
pas  une  telle  penfee,  les  circonftances  ou  elle  fe  trouve,  &: 
les  reftitutions  qu'elle  pretend  de  la  France,  etant  telles,  qu'il 
n'eft  pas  poffible  que  la  dite  cour  fe  fepare  du  refte  des  alliesr 
&  moins  encore  de  la  Reine  que  d'aucun  autre,  on  peut  s'at- 
tendre,  au  contraire,  que  le  nouvel  Empereur  fera  contre  1'en- 
nemi  commun  de  beaucoup  plus  grands  efforts  qu'on  n'a  fait 
ci-devant.  My  Lord  Rivers  eft  prie  de  remercier  tres  humble- 
ment  fa  Majefte,  du  foin  qu'elle  a  eu  la  bonte  de  prendre  de& 
interets  de  la  Maifon  Eleclorale  dans  le  premier  article  des< 
preliminaires  propofes  par  la  France,  &  de  ce  qu'elle  veut  bien 
auffi  procurer  a  fon  Altefle  Eleftorale  de  la  part  de  cette  Cou- 
roijne,  la  recognition  de  fon  Eledlorat  (2),  fur  quoi  fon  Altefie 
Eleftorale  fouhaite  que  les  miniftres  de  fa  Majefte  (lorfqu'il 
(era  "queftion  de  regler  ce  dernier  article)  prennent  foin 
d'omettre  le  mot  de  neu-vicme,  puifque  cela  feroit  tort  a  fon 
rang,  fon  Eleftorat  n'etant  plus  le  neuvieme;  de  forte  que  la 

CO,  The  imperial  College  acknowledged  the  Ele&orate  in  1703. 
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L'Eledteur  mon  maitre  con  fide  rant  qua 
celui  qui  pretend  lui  difputer  le  droit  qui  lui 
a  etc  donne,  &  a  fa  fereniilime  famille,  en  la 
peribnne  de  Madame  I'Eleclrice  fa  mere,  de 
fucceder  a  la  couronne  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne  au  defaut  des  enfans  de  la  Reine,  joint 
d'un  appui  etranger  aufii  puiilant  que  celu 
du  Roi  de  France,  ne  fauroit  regarder  qu'avec 
nne  extreme  reconnoiffance,  une  marque  auffi 
reelle  qne  celui  que  fa  Majefte  a  bien  von  in 
donner  de  1'honneur  de  fon  amitic  pour  lui 

Reine  eft  price  de  faire  ftipuler  que  la  France  rcconnoffi  I1  Elec- 
toral de  foti  AlteJJe  Electorate  de  Bronfvic,  a*vec  tcutes  Ics  digniti;^ 
offices,  &  prerogatives,  qui  y  font  annexees. 

*'  A  1'egard  de  ce  qui  s'eft  paffe.en  Ecoffe,  touchant  la  m(-.- 
daille  du  Pretendant,  fon  Altede  Ele6lorale  fe  reniet  u  la  pru- 
dence de  la  Reine,  fur  ce  qu'il  y  aura  u  faire  pour  prevenir  les 
fuires  &  1'exemple  d'une  affaire  qui  a  etc  fi  publique. 

"  Son  Altefle  Eleftorale  eft  fort  obligee  a  la  Reine  des  d<> 
marches  qu'elle  a  bien  voulu  faire  aupres  du  Roide  Danemarc, 
.pour  le  detourner  du  deflein  d'envoyer  des  troupes  dans  le  pais 
de  Bremen,  &  elle  prie  fa  Majefte  de  vouloir  continuer  fes  foirii 
a  cet  egard,  lorfque  la  conjonclure  paroitra  le  demander;  foil 
Altefle  Eleftorale  eft  fort  fenfible  a  la  bonte  avec  laquelle  la 
Reine  a  donne  les  mains  au  retour  de  quelques-uns  de  fes  regi- 
ments dans  fes  etats  pendant  cet  hiver.  Elle  n'en  fera  venir' 
que  le  moins  qu'il  fera  poffible,  pour  ne  pas  abufer  a  cet  egard 
des  bontes  de  fa  Majefte:  et  elle  les  renverra  au  plutof,  com- 
prenant  bien  1'importance  dont  il  eft,  que  1'armee  foit  prece 
de  bonne  heure  a  entrer  en  campagne.  Son  Altefle  Eleftorale 
ordonne  au  Baron  de  Bothmar  de  retourner  en  diligence  a  la 
cour  de  la  Reine  :  elle  efpere  que  fa  Majtfte,  &  fes'  miniftres 
voudront  bien  1'ecouter  favorablement,  fon  voyage  &  fes  in- 
ftruftions  n'ayant  pour  but,  que  de  faire  voir  de  plus  a  la 
Reine,  combien  elle  a  de  veneration  pour  fa  perfonne,  &  de 
reconnoiflance  pour  fes  bontes. 

*<  Fait  au  Gbhrde  ;  7me  Novcmbre,  1711." 

&  pour 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C.  171 

&  pour  fa   fereniffime  famille,  par  le  foin, 
qu'elle  a  prife  de  ftipuler,  par  le  fufclit  traite, 
la  earantie  des  Etats-Generaux  de  la  fuccef- 

o 

fion  Proteflante,  pour  1'aflurer  d'autant  plus 
fortement  de  ce  droit,  centre  ceux  qui  vou- 
droient  s'y  oppofer. 

Comme  je  vous  connois,  Monfieur,  aufli 
zele  pour  ce  droit  qu'afFectionne  a  fbn  AlteiTe 
Eleclorale,  je  prends  la  liberte  de  m'addrefTer 
a  vous,  pour  vous  prier  de  deriger  les  chofes 
d'une  maniere  que  la  garantie  ftipulee  dans 
ce  traite  de  barriere  en  faveur  de  la  fuccef- 
fion  Proteftante  ne  fouffre  aucune  atteinte 
par  fa  dite  communication  au  Parlement*. 

J'aurai  Thonneur  de  vous   en  parler  de 
bouche,  lorfque  vos  autres  occupations  vous 
permettront  de  m'accorder  un  moment  pour 
cela.  —  Je  fuis,  avec  beaucoup  dc  refpecl, 
Monfieur,  votre  tres  humble,  &c. 

Arlington  Street, 
a9me  Janvier,  171  i-x*.  Le  R  de  BoTHMAR. 


*  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  expreffion  of  Bothmar. 
As  Envoy  of  that  Prince  who  was  to  fuccecd  to  the  throne  of 
hritain,  he  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  ftudied  the  nature  of  our 
conftitution  ;  and  we  are  unwilling  to  imagine  that  he  rneanc 
to  infult  the  Queen  and  her  Miniftry. 


Monfieur 
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A  Monfieur  k  Baron  du  Both  mar. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  2me  Fevrier,  1711-12. 

COMME  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait 
1'honneur  de  m'ecrire  du  29010  du  mois 
pafle  roule  fur  un  fujet  aufli  important  que 
celui  de  la  fucceffion  de  la  Sereniffime  Mai- 
ion  d'Hanovre,  j'ai  cru  qu'il  etoit  de  mon 
devoir  d'en  doniier  communication  alaReine, 
c'eft  ce  que  jc  viens  de  faire,  &  c'efl  par  fon 
ordre  que  je  vous  envoyc  la  reponfe  fuivante* 

La  recherche  de  tout  ce  qui  a  etc  ou 
peut  devenir  prejudiciable  a  1'interet  de  la 
nation,  eft  un  privilege  de  la  Chambre  des 
Communes,  tellement  reconnu  que  les  Sou- 
verains  memes  ne  pretendent  pas  empecher 
de  telles  perquifitions;  c'efl  pourquoi,  Mon- 
fieur, vous  me  permettrez  de  vous  dire  qu'il 
eft  neceffaire  que  vous  ne  vous  commettiez 
pas  legerement  dans  une  affaire  ii  delicate, 
&  principalement  lorfque  vous  nc  pouvez 
pas  avoir  des  ordres  precis  &  particuliers  de 
fon  Alteffe  Electorate  votre  maitre. 

Vous  me  faites  beaucoup  de  juftice  en 
me  regardant  comme  un  homme  afFeftionne 
a  fon  Alteffe  Eleclorale,  &  zele  pour  fon 

droit ; 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C. 

droit ;  mais  vous  me  faites  trop  d'honneur 
quand  vous  me  croyez  capable  dc  diriger  les 
chofes  d'ime  maniere  ou  d'autre  dans  la 
Chambre  des  Communes.  L,e  feul  moyen. 
dont  je  pourrois  me  fervir  pour  cet  eftet,  fe- 
roit  de  leur  communiquer  la  lettre  que  vous 
avez  bien  voulu  m'ecrire,  &  c'eft  ce  que  je 
ferai  fi  vous  le  fouhaitez  de  moi. 

Je  dois  ajouter  que  les  bonnes  inclinations 
de  la  Reine,  de  fon  Parlement,  &c  du  peuple 
en  general,  forment  la  meilleure  garautie 
pour  affurer  la  fucceffion  Proteftante,  & 
apres  toutes  les  preuves  qui  out  ete  donnees, 
tant  par  fa  Majefte  que  par  les  deux  Cham- 
bres,  de  leurs  intentions  finceres  de  foutenir 
le  droit  de  la  fereniffime  famille,  il  femble 
un  peu  etrange  que  Texamen  du  Traite  de 
Barriere,  qui  touche  de  fi.pres  a  une  branche 
des  plus  confiderables  de  notre  commerce, 
donner  de  la  jalonfie. 

Je  fuis,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN. 
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To  the  Lord  Prhy  Seal. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  February  6th,  171 1-12. 

HAVING  no  public  bufmefs  to  write  to 
you  upon,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  re- 
turning you  my  humble  thanks  for  the  pri- 
vate letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  me.  I  have  fpoke  to  Mr.  Breton 
about  the  propofition  of  taking  Mr.  Caefar  as 
his  chaplain  to  Berlin,  to  which  he  is  enough 
inclined ;  but,  as  he  tells  me,  this  gentleman 
is  willing  to  go  only  for  fix  months  in  the 
whole,  and  expeds  150!.  for  his  fervice. 

Mr.  Harley  *  is  directed  by  the  Queen  to 
ftop  at  Utrecht  for  fome  days.  He  will  by 
word  of  mouth  explain  more  fully  to  your 
Lordfhip  than  it  is  fit,  or  indeed  poffible,  to 
do  by  letter,  the  prefent  fituation  of  our 
home  affairs,  and  inform  you  of  her  Ma- 
jetty's  fentiments  concerning  the  ileps  which 
my  Lord  Strafrbrd  and  your  Lordmip  are 
now  to  take  in  order  to  move'thofe  waters, 
which  the  influence  of  the  Dutch  and  Ger- 
man councils  endeavour  to  ftagnate. 

*    Thomas  Harley,  firft  Coufin  and  Secretary   to  Lord 
Oxford. 

I  believe 
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I  believe  I  told  your  Lordfhip  or  the 
Earl  of  Straftbrd,  once  before,  that  Mon- 
jSeur  de  Polignac  is  really  moft  in  the  fecret 
of  his  Court,  though  great  care  is  taken  to 
hide  any  appearance  of  this  difHnction  on 
the  Marefchal's*  account. 

We  are  under  great  impatience  to  hear 
by  your  next  letters,  what  effect  the  laft 
which  you  received  from  this  fide  have  had. 

I  am,  &c. 


To  the  Ear  I  of  Straff  or d. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  February  6th,  1711-12. 
I  HAVE  no  matter  to  trouble  you  upon 
by  this  poft  in  an  office-letter ;  the  feveral 
points  which  I  thought  to  have  fpoke  to, 
and  concerning  which  I  gave  you  expecta- 
tion of  her  Majefty's  mil ructions,  Mr.  Harley 
will  much  better  open  and  confer  with  your 
Lordfhip  and    my   Lordj  Privy  Seal  upon, 
when   he    pafies    through    Utrecht,    which 
the  Queen  has  directed  him  to  do  -3  and  he 
will,  with  Sir  James  Wifhart,  fet  out  from 
hence  on  Friday  next. 

*  D'Uxcllcs. 

Your 
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Your  Lordfhip  will  receive,  with  thefe 
letters,  feme  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  relating  to  the  ftate  of  the  war, 

O 

which  has  been  laid  before  them  in  all  its 
parts*.  Thefe  are  the  effects  of  the  perverfe- 
nefs  of  our  friends,  the  Dutch.  Would  they 
have  been  perfuaded  that  we  were  deter- 
mined to  have  a  reafbnable  peace,  or  a  prac- 
ticable war  for  Britain,  had  they  not  fuffer- 
ed  themfelves  to  be  flattered  by  the  faction, 
that  thofe  who  had  been  dupes,  mould  con- 
tinue fuch  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  we 
might  have  avoided  mowing  to  the  enemy 
our  nakednefs. 

To-morrow  we  go  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  -,  on  Friday  the  laft  refolu- 
tions  will  be  reported,  and  fome  others  taken, 
which  are  to  contain  the  ufe  which  the  Houfe 
propofes  to  have  made  of  the  precedent  en- 
quiry ;  the  whole  will  go  by  a  reprefentation 
to  the  Queen. 

I  thought  it  might  be  of  ufe,  or  at  leafl 
of  entertainment  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  have 
therefore  fent  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which 

*  This  ftatement  fhows  evidently  that  Britain  contributed 
her  due  proportion,  and  that  the  reft  of  the  allies  had  been 
more  or  lefs  deficient. 

Bothmar 
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Bothmar  took  a  fancy  to  write  me  the  other 
day,  together  with  one  of  the  anfwer  which 
I  gave  him.  Surely  there  never  was  a  more 
unhappy  meafure  than  that  which  the  Court 
of  Hanover  has  been  induced  to  take ;  the 
beft  friends  of  that  family  are  fb  far  from 
excufing  this  conduct  to  others,  that  they 
are  alarmed  at  it  themfelves. 

I    am,  &c. 


To  Mr.  Watkim. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  February  7th,  1711-12. 

THE  perfon  who  gives  you  this  letter 
goes  by  the  name  of  Meziere-f-.  He  will 
be  fome  time  at  Utrecht ;  and  whilft  he  is 
there,  the  Count  MafFei  will  own  and  pro- 
tect him.  He  may  very  probably  arrive  at 
the  knowledge  of  facls  and  circumftances, 
which  will  be  of  ufe  to  you  and  to  her  Ma- 
jefty's  Plenipotentiaries.  When  he  writes 
to  me,  I  have  ordered  him  to  put  the  letter 
into  your  hands. 

You  will  pleafe  not  to  take  any  public  no- 

t  This  probably  is  the  veteran  mentioned  in  the  laft  letter  to 
Watkins. 

VOL.  JI.  N  ties 
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tice  of  him,  and  to  ufe  him  kindly  when  he 
waits  upon  you  in  private. 

I  am,  &e. 


To  the  Lords  Privy  Seal  and  Str afford. 
MY  LORDS, 

Whitehall,  February  i6th,  1711. 

THOUGH  I  have  a  great  deal  more  to, 
fay,  in  order  to  explain  clearly  to  your  Lord-: 
fhips  the  prefent  ikuation  of  the  Queen's 
domeftic  affairs,  and  the  meafures  which 
fhe  propofes  your  Lordfhips  fhould  purfne 
towards  effecting  your  great  work,  under 
all  the  difficulties  that  are  thrown  in  the 
way,  than  can  be  contained  in  the  compafs 
of  a  rcafonable  letter;  yet  I  mould,  by  this 
meflenger,  have  entered  into  all  that  detail, 
had  not  the  refolution  been  taken  of  finally 
inflrucling  Mr.  Harley  on  Monday,  in  the 
view  of  difpatching  him  on  Tuefday. 

It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  this  gentleman 
could  have  been  fboner  fent  both  to  Utrecht 
and  to  Hanover ;  but  the  hurry  which  we 
have  been  for  fome  time  in,  is  inexprefTible, 
and  he  was  too  ufeful  to  be  ipared  till 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  w,as  perfectly  fecured 

,  to 
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to  the  Queen's  intereft,  and  to  the  meafures 
of  peace.  I  think  I  may  fay  that  they  are 
abfolutely  fo  now;  and  that,  provided  the 
French  will  concert  a  fcherne  which  is  rea- 
fonable  in  itfelf,  and  what  her  Majefty,  after 
a  fuccefsful  war,  can  juftify  with  honour  the 
acceptance  of,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt 
but  your  Lordfhip's  fervices  will  meet  with 
the  applaufe  of  your  country  ;  and  any  fanc- 
tion  will  be  given  to  all  our  proceedings 
.  which  mall  be  thought  proper. 

The  French  will  fee  that  there  is  a  pofTibi- 
Jity  of  reviving  the  love  of  war  in  our 
people,  by  the  indignation  which  has  been 
expreffed  at  the  plan  given  in  at  Utrecht. 
Their  excufe  for  making  it  fo  fcanty  is,  that 
the  allies  chicane  with  them,  and  agiflent 
dai\s  un  efprit  de  negotiation,  to  ufe  the  very 

words  of  a  letter  of  the  Abbe  de  Polignac, 

o 

which  I  have  feen  ;  now,  if  they  will  try  the 
other  method,  they  certainly  may  get  the 
better  of  thefe  allies,  and  by  the  weight  of 
Britain,  conftrain  them  to  fubmit  to  equal 
terms  of  peace.  Your  Lordmips  will  have 
this  matter  fully  opened  to  you  by  Mr.  Har- 
ley  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Queen 
thinks  proper  that  your  Lordmips  mould 

N  2  let 
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let  the  French  Minifters  know,  that  the 
whole  event  turns  upon  their  manner  of 
proceeding ;  her  Majefty  has  gone  farther 
than  could  be  expected  from  her  in  pro- 
moting a  peace  ;  if  they  will  now  offer  fair- 
ly, it  muft  be  made  in  fpite  of  all  the  arti^ 
fices  employed  to  elude  it.  This  you  will 
pleafe  privately  to  throw  out  to  them,  and  to 
add,  that  you  expect  in  a  day  or  two,  farther 
inftructions  upon  this  head. 

I  hope  my  Lord  Privy  Seal  is  perfectly  re-. 

covered,  and  am, 

My  Lords, 


*T0  the  Earl  of  Str afford* 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  February  19,  1711*12, 

YOU  wonder,  with  reafon,  at  Bothmar's 
folly;  I  am  forry  to  tell  you  that  his  maftep 
feems  very  much  dipped  in  the  fame  fenti- 
ments,  and  that  the  Queen,  but  two  days 
ago,  received  a  letter  from  him,  in  anfwer 
to  her  circular  of  invitation,  wherein  he 
gives  a  kind  of  fanclion  to  all  the  imper- 
tinence which  his  Envoy  has  committed, 
and  is  ready  to  be  guilty  of. 

s 
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The  minutes  of  the  Queen's  direftions, 
Which   are  given  to  Mr.  Harley*,  to  help 

his 

*  "  InflruElicns  to  Mr.  Harley. . 
"  At  THE  HAGUE. 

"  Show  the  Penfionary,  that  nothing  has  happened  here 
which  has  not  been  long  ago  foretold  to  him,  and  to  the  other 
Ministers  of  the  States. 

**  Mention  Bothmar,  Gallas,  and  Buys. 

"  Say  to  him,  that  if  even  now  the  States-General  will  enter 
into  a  clofe  union  with  the  Queen,  explain  the  treaty  of  bar- 
rier, in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fecure  Britain  from  the  ill  con- 
fequences  apprehended  from  it,  and  to  go  hand  in  hand  with 
us  in  the  coiiferences  at  Utrecht,  we  may  obtain  for  the  whole 
alliance  a  fafe  and  advantageous  peace ;  but  that  if  this  meafure 
is  not  taken  by  them*  the  Queen  muft  fave  her  own  country^ 
and  join  with  fuch  of  the  allies  as  will  join  with  her. 

"  With  regard  to  the  war,  fay,  that  the  conduft  of  the  al- 
lies, and  their  oppofitioli  to  the  Queen,  as  well  by  private  in- 
trigues carried  on  among  her  own  fubjefts,  as  by  open  remon- 
ftrancesj  have  naturally  made  the  Houfe  of  Commons  take  the 
matter  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Minifters ;  and  therefore,  that 
he  (the  Penfionary)  muft  for  the  future,  reckon  upon  the 
Queen's  part  of  the  war  no  otherwife  than  according  to  what 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  has  done,  and  is  likely  to  do. 

'*  Touch  the  bufinefs  of  the-  barrier  very  (lightly,  and  avoid 
entering  into  any  detail  upon  that  fubjec~t,  unlefs  the  Penfion- 
ary himfelf  fhould  give  occafion  for  it.  Jn  this  cafe,  fpeak  in 
the  fame  ftyle  and  the  fame  effeft  as  Secretary  St.  John  has 
writ  to  the  Earl  of  Stratford;  and  as  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
fliall  have  voted$  if  their  resolutions  come  ins  time  to  your 
hands. 

"  If  in  difcourfing  with  the  Penfionary*  you  fhall  find  the 
fame  inclinations  ftill  in  him,  as  have  hitherto  difcovered  them- 
felves  in  all  the  Minifters  of  the  States-General,  you  fliall  let 
him  underftand,  that  in  cafe  the  prefent  treaty  is  broken  off, 
the  Queen  wiH  think  it  reafonable  to  infift  that  fome  cau- 
tionary places  be  put  into  her  hands,  as  pledges  that  no  other 
negociation  fliall  be  renewed  by  the  States-General,  without 
herMajefty's  participation. 

"  AT  UTRECHT. 

"  Confer  with  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford;  acquaint  them  how  uneafy  the  French  grow  at  the  di- 
latory methods  of  proceeding,  and  how  impoflible  they  judge 

N  3  it 
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his  memory  in  opening  her  views  to  your 
Lordfhips  and  my  Lord  Privy  Seal,  will 

mow 

it  will  be  to  bring  this  treaty  to  a  timely  and  good  iffue,  nnlefs 
fome  new  rneafure  be  taken  to  carry  the  fame  forward.  That 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  reprefents  the  only  way  of  effecting  this  to 
be,  the  eftabliflimenl  of  a  private,  but  entire  correfpondence 
betwixt  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Queen  and  of  his  matter. 
That  in  this  cafe  the  French  will  open  themfelves,  and  go  as  far 
as  poffible  in  concerting  fuch  a  plan  as  may  be  reafonable  for 
the  fettlement  of  Europe. 

*'  Upon  this  overture,  acquaint  the  Queen's  Minifters,  that 
they  are  to  find  fome  way  of  infinuating  privately  to  the  Abbe 
cle  Polignac,  that  her  Majefty  has  gone  greater  lengths,  all  the 
circumftances  of  her  affairs  confidered,  than  could  have'been 
expected  from  her,  in  advancing  the  peace;  that  the  whoie 
event  now  turns  upon  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  propositions 
which  France  has  to  offer;  that  they  have  received  orders 
tofpeak  confidently  with  him  upon  that  head,  to  concert  with 
him  what  ought  jnflly  to  fatisfy  the  feveral  allies,  and  to  do 
their  utmoft  to  have  it  received.  Let  them  infinuate  to  this 
.  abbot,  and  to  the  other  French  Minifters,  that  the  parliament 
and  the  nation  are  now  brought  to  a  temper  of  fincerely  defiring 
peace;  that  this  good  difpofition  is  principally  owing  to  an  opi- 
nion that  the  Queen  has  certain  afTurances  that  France  will 
givejuft  fatisfaction  to  all  the  allies ;  that  if  in  this  opinion 
our  people  fhould  be  unfortunately  difappointed,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  fear  that  they  may  return  to  the  fame  eagernefs  for  the 
profecution  of  the  war  as  they  have  formerly  fhowed. 
"  AT  HANOVER. 

"  After  having  delivered  the  Queen's  letters,  and  made  the 
ufual  compliments  upon  that  occafion,  take  the  firft  proper 
opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  the  Elector  in  private.  Begin 
where  the  Earl  Rivers  left  off;  and  infinuate  to  him,  that 
though  her  Majefty  has  thought  herfelf  juftly  provoked  by 
the  conduct  of  his  Minifter  here,  yet  fuch  is  her  affection  to 
the  Elector,  and  fuch  her  concern  for  the  intvrefts  of  his  fa- 
mily, that,  inftead  of  giving  the  leaft  mark  of  refentment,  (lie . 
has  chcfe  to  fend  you  to  him,  fully  inftructed  to  open  her  de- 
figns,  and  to  fliow  him  the  real  intereft  of  Britain,  in  the  pre- 
fent  conjuncture.  Proceed  to  give  him  a  true  account  of  what 
has  paffed  here,  expofe  to  him  the  weaknefs  of  thofe  with 
whom  his  minifter  confults.,  and  under  whofe  direction  he 
acts.  Show  him  how  much  weaker  this  faction  muft  ftill  be- 
*  come 
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ihow  you  that  we  apprehend  very  clearly  the 
fituation  which  you  are  in ;  and  I  hope  that 
the  management  which  you  will  have  with 
the  French,  may  produce  fuch  a  fcheme 
as  we  mail  be  able  to  make  the  Queen 
and  Parliament  declare  for,  after  which  I 
concern  myfelf  very  little  what  pli  our  good 
friends  the  Imperialifts  and  Hollanders  take. 

Mr.  Harley  is  fo  fully  in  the  fecret,  that 
what  he  fays  will  be  ten  times  more  diftindt 
than  any  thing  I  can  write,  and  your  Lord- 
mips  will  both  pleafe  to  regard  what  he  mall 
have  the  honour  to  fay  to  you,  as  much  as 
if  I  had  that  of  writing  it. 

I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  I  might  on  this 
occafion  have  been  fent  directly  to  France, 

come  when  a  peace  is  concluded,  and  when  the  natural  ftrength 
of  the  nation,  difencumbered  from  the  burden  of  the  war, 
(hall  be  at  liberty  to  exert  itfelf.  Convince  him  that  his  inte- 
reft  in  the  lucceffion  is  facrificed  to  that  of  a  party;  that;  he 
has  hitherto  been  the  friend  of  both  fides  ;  that  thefe  meafures 
lend  to  fet  him  at  the  head  of  one  in  oppofition  to  the  other* 
make  him  obferve  the  difference  between  this  and  his  former 
cnnduft. 

"  If  thefe  reprefentations  find  due  ingreffion,  endeavour  to 
make  his  Electoral  Highnefs  fenfible  that  the  part  which  Mr. 
Bothmar  has  a&ed,  renders  it  impoflible  for  him  to  have  any 
fhare  of  the  Queen'o  confidence,  or  to  live  in  friendfhip  witt} 
above  one  let  of  people. 

«'  When  you  go  from  Utrecht  to  Hanover,  you  are  to  take 
along  with  you  one  of  the  Queen's  MerTengers,  whom  you 
will  find  attending  the  Plenipotentiaries:  and  as  foon  as  you 
can  make  any  judgment  of  the  fuccefs  of  your  journey,  you 
arc  to  fend  this  melFenger  home  with  your  letters,  and  cot  to 
trull  tnem  to  lue  P°ft«" 

N  4  had 
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had  not  the  Queen's  affairs  been  thought 
to  want  me  here  ;  fuch  a  commifTion  would 
be  attended  with  fome  rifk,  but  I  confefs  I 
fhould  have  undertaken  it  with  pleafure. 
Gaultier  is  to  go ;  he  takes  with  him  a  let* 
ter  which  the  Queen  has  written,  in  an- 
fwer  to  one  me  received  lately  from  the  King 
of  France ;  he  will  be  inftru&ed  to  fpeak  to 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  our  fenfe,  as  you  will 
hear  it  from  Mr.  Harley,  and  afterwards  he 
will  proceed,  I  believe,  to  Utrecht,  where  at 
leaft  -he  will,  in  thefe  refpe&s,  be  of  ufe  ; 
that  he  has,  from  firft  to  laft,  been  in  the 
whole  fecret  of  every  tranfaclion  relating  to 
the  peace  ;  and  that  his  own  fortune  cannot 
fail  of  being  made  if  the  prefent  treaty  fuc- 
ceeds. 

I  am  endeavouring  to  turn  matters  fb  as 
to  remove  Mr.  Watkins,  and  to  place  Mr. 
Harrifon  where  your  Lordfhip  is  fo  good  as 
to  content  that  he  mould  be  :  by  the  next 
poll  I  hope  to  fpeak  with  certainty  upon  this 
head. 

The  cafe  of  Brigadier  Walef  is  very  hard  ; 
the  Queen  thought  fo,  and,  by  my  Lord 
Orrery,  interefted  herfelf  extremely  for  him. 
She  had  at  that  time  the  mortification  to  find 

little 
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little  regard  paid  to  her  reprefentations  by 
the  Dutch,  and  would  not  willingly  expofe 
herfelf  to  a  fecond  refufal ;  but  I  am  em- 
powered to  fay,  that  if  your  Lordmip  can 
by  any  means  obtain  for  him  the  jufUce 
which  he  afks,  it  will  be  very  grateful  to 
her  Majefly.  After  this,  it  would  be  im- 
pertinent to  add  that  I  mould  look  upon  the 
favour  as  done  to  myfelf. 

I  have  feen  lately  fome  inflances  of  Mr. 
Weftcombe's  zeal  for  the  Queen's  fervice, 
and  I  mall  very  readily  ferve  him  in  the 
affair  which  your  Lordmip  mentions. 

As  to  your  purchafe  of  Lord  Portland's 
troop,  I  will  not  be  unmindful,  but  I  mall 
be  of  opinion,  that  you  deferve  as  well  as 
he  that  his  price  mould  be  beat  down  lower. 

I  am,  &c. 


To  Mr.  Harley. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  February  23,  1711-12* 
I  SEND  you  inclofed  the   additional  mi- 
nutes  of  inftru&ion  *,   on  which   you  are 

to 

*  "  Additional  Inftructiotn  to  Mr.  Hurley,  at  Utrecht. 
"  My  Lords  the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries  may  compound 
with  the  Dutch  upon  the  Barrier  Treaty,  in  the  following 

.manner : 

"  That 


I  86'  LETTERS    AND 

to   confer    with    the    Queen's    Plenipoten- 
tiaries at  Utretht,  together  with  fome  other 

papers. 

**  That  they  keep  no  gam  Ton  in  Nieuport,  in  the  time 
of  peace ;  that  the  caftle  of  Ghent,  and  the  town  of  Den- 
dermonde,  remain  in  their  hands ;  but,  in  this  cafe,  befides  the 
fecurities  for  the  Britifh  trade,  mentioned  in  the  project  of 
emendations  to  the  barrier  treaty,  the  Queen  thinks  it  reafon- 
able  to  demand  that  Oftend  be  given  up  to  her  Majefty  as  a 
cautionary  town. 

"  My  Lords  the  Plenipotentiaries  feem,  in  fon.e  of  their 
letters,  to  think  that  the  reafon  why  the  States-General  are  fo 
tenacious  of  that  part  of  the  i  5th  article  of  the  barrier  treaty, 
which  ftipulates  the  equality  of  trade,  is>  becaufe  they  imagine 
that  France  has  yielded  to  the  Queen,  befides  the  afliento,  many 
other  great  advantages  in  commerce :  her  Majefty  therefore, 
that  ftie  may  go  as  far  as  poflible  in  quieting  the  minds  of  the 
Dutch,  and  that  ihe  may  leave  them  without  any  colour  of 
excufe,  if  they  perfift  in  their  oppofition  to  her,  allows  my 
Lords  to  make  this  open  and  fair  declaration  to  them  :  that  fhe 
\\i\\  infift  to  have  the  affient<3  granted  to  her  fubjee~r.s,  and  to 
keep  Port  Mahon  and  Gibraltar.  That  from  thefe  three  points, 
no  extremity  fhall  ever  oblige  her  to  depart ;  and  that,  provid- 
ed the  States-General  will  agree  with  her  upon  thefe  heads,  her 
Majefty  does  then  promife  that  (he  will  join  with  them  in  re- 
ducing the  trade  to  Spain,  and  to  all  the  Spaniih  dominions 
both  in  Europe  and  eifewhere,  in  every  other  refpeft,  to  the 
conditions  under  which  it  was  carried  on  before  the  death  of 
King  Charles  the  Second. 

"  In  order  to  prevent  the  ill  confequences  which  muft 
attend  a  long  negociation,  her  Majefty  would  have  my  Lords 
the  Plenipotentiaries,  either  by  themfelves,  or  by  fome  agent, 
whofe  negociating  will  be  liable  to  lefs  obfervation,  propofe 
to  the  French  minifters,  to  concert  in  confidence  with  them 
that  plan,  upon  which,  as  their  ultimatum,  they  may  be  will- 
ing to  conclude  the  peace.  It  is  thought  that  the  pretence 
of  fettling  the  Britifl)  interefts  in  commerce,  will  give  my 
Lords  the  Plenipotentiaries  a  very  natural  opportunity  of  con- 
fering  with  thofe  of  France.  My  Lords  may  let  them  under- 
ftand,  that  this  proportion  is  at  leaft  as  advantageous  to  their 
Mafter,  as  to  the  Queen;  fince  although  this  fcheme,  when 
it  is  formed,  may  not  anfwer  all  the  ambitious  views  which 
fome  members  of  the  grand  alliance  have,  nor  come  up  to  the 
affected  demands  which  will  be  made,  purely  to  render  the 

treaty 
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papers.  I  now  know  of  nothing  which  you 
can  be  in  want  of  from  me,  except  a  letter 

from 


treaty  impracticable  :  yet  if  it  amount  to  a  real  fectvrity,  and  a 
reafonable  fatisfaftion  for  the  feveral  Princes  and  States  en- 
gaged with  us,  if  it  be  what  her  Majefty  ought  to  expert,  and 
can  juftify,  the  Queen  will  declare  for  peace  upon  the  terms 
of  it,  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  the  greateft  part  of 
the  confederates  will  do  the  fame. 

"  The  following  articles  contain  her  Majefty's  fenfe  on 
the  principal  points  of  the  fcheme  of  peace : 

"  The  enemy  feems  to  grant  the  Dutch  what  they  aik  for 
their  trade,  with  a  refervation  of  fix  Species  in  the  Tarif  of 
1664.  It  is  to  be  endeavoured  that  this  Tarif  may  be  obtained 
for  Holland  without  any  exception.  But  if  it  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, my  Lords  are  without  breaking  to  proceed  to  the  bar- 
rier, and  in  that  cafe,  only  to  prefs  that  the  French  fhcruld 
name  what  thofe  Species  are  which  they  deh'gn  to  referve  out 
of  the  Tarif. 

"  Jt  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  French  aim  at  two  equiva- 
lents, one  for  Dunkirk,  and  another  for  thofe  places  which 
they  yield,  in  order  to  compofe  the  barrier.  My  Lords  are 
to  avoid  this  diftin&ioo,  and  to  treat  for  the  equivalent  in  the 
lump;  Aire,  Bethune,  St.  Venant,  Bouchain,  Douay,  her 
Majefty  thinks,  might  be  reftored  to  France.  If  the  enemy 
infift  on  Lifle  and  Tournay,  the  Queen  will  rather  depart 
from  the  former  than  the  latter. 

"  It  has  bsen  infinuated  here,  that  to  preferve  Tournay  as 
well  as  Lifle,  the  French  would  go  very  far  in  other  concef- 
iions. 

"  The  two  articles  in  the  general  inftruclions  concerning 
Straiburgh  arid  Brifac,  are  to  be  in  lifted  upon. 

"  As  to  the  two  articles  which  relate  to  the  government  of 
Alface,  purfuant  to  the  literal  fenfe  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia, 
and  to  the  fortifications  of  the  ten  Imperial  cities,  thefe  are  to 
be  brought  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  tafte  of  the  Dutch,  and 
of  our  German  allies,  but  my  'Lords  are  to  avoid  breaking 
upon  that.  The  reddition  of  Landau,  as  it  is  exprefled  in  the 
general  inftru&ions,  to  be  infifted  upon. 

'  In  the  article  for  the  demolition,  purfuant  to  the  treaty  of 
Weftphalia,  of  the  fortrerfes  between  Ealle  and  Philipfburg, 
the  fame  rule  is  to  be  obferved,  as  in  the  article  relating  to 
Alface,  and  the  ten  Imperial  cities. 

"  The  Qyeen's  obligation  by  treaty,  as  well  as  by  the  rulrs 

of 
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from  the  Queen  to  the  Eleftoral  Princeisi 
Her  Majeily  is  now  writing  of  it,  and  as 

fooil 

of  good  policy,  require  that  the  barrier  of  the  Portuguefe  be 
fecured ;  their  intefefts  in  the  Weft-Indies*  are  to  be  takeii 
care  of  likewife,  and  it  is  hoped  the  French  will  not  be  over 
difficult  upon  this  head. 

"As  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  it  is  certain  that  the  French  are 
inclined  to  give  him  fatisfaction^  and  the  Queen  muft  therefore 
wot  lofe  any  part  of  the  merit  of  procuring  it  for  him.  My 
Lords  are  purfuant  to  the  feveral  inftructions  which  they  hav^ 
received,  to  confer  confidently  with  his  Minifters,  to  take  all 
opportunities  of  promoting  his  interefts,  and  to  infift,  with  the" 
greateft  firmnefs,  on  every  article  of  his  barrier.  As  to  his 
aggrandizement,  let  his  Minifters,  as  well  as  thofe  of  France, 
feel  that  her  Majefty  cannot  directly  or  formally  ftipulate  any 
thing,  but  will  be  willing  to  connive. 

"  As  to  the  immediate  retreat  of  the  Pretender  out  of  the 
dominions  of  France,  my  Lords  muft  let  the  French  Minifters 
know  that  the  Queen  expects  it,  and  that  it  will  extremely 
contribute  to  the  eafe  of  her  meafures  at  home. 

"  Her  Majefty  fuppofes  there  will  be  no  difficulty*  on  the 
part  of  the  confederates,  in  admitting  the  late  Elector  of  Bava- 
ria to  be  rellored  to  a  ninth  electorate,  and  to  thofe  countries 
which  he  was  in  polTeffion  of  before  the  war,  except  fuch 
parts  thereof  as  have  been  difmembered  in  favour  of  the  Elec- 
tor Palatine. 

'*  Cologne,  the  Queen  takes  for  granted,  it  will  likewife 
bereftored;  and  fhe  thinks  thefe  two  brothers,  who,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  did  fo  much  mifchief,  and  put  us  into 
fo  great  danger,  and  whofe  countries  have*  fince  that  time, 
been  conquered  by  the  confederates,  will,  by  this  fcheme,  be- 
come greater  gainers  at  the  peace  than  they  had  reafon.  to  ex- 
pect to  be. 

"  Naples,  Sicily,  and  the  other  iflands  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, except  Minorca,  the  pofieffion  of  which  muft  remain  to 
the  Queen,  fliould  go  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  but  her  Ma* 
jefty  wifhes,  that,  in  penning  this  article,  the  word  unalien- 
ably  might  be  inferted,  or  fome  other  general  expreffion  ufed, 
to  hinder  a  ceHion  of  any  port  in  thofe  parts  to  the  Dutch, 
which  our  having  of  Port  Mahon  may  prompt  them  to  think 
of,  and  which,  in  this  honey-moon  or  affection,  the  Impe- 
rialilts  are  likely  enough  to  grant.  The  places  on  the  Tuf- 
can  coaft  (hould  go  with  Naples,  Sicily,  and  the  Iflands. 

"  An 
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foon  as  it  is  ready  I  will  not  fail  to  fend  it 
after  you  ;  you  give  me  leave   to  add,  that, 

according 

"  An  expedient,  on  that  article,  by  virtue  of  which  the  moft 
effectual  meafures  are  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  union  of  the 
two  crowns  of  France  and  Spain,  will  prove  a  point  of  the 
greateft  difficulty,  and  it  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence.  None 
can  be  offered  which  will  not  be  liable  to  feveral  objections  j 
but,  befides  that  mentioned  in  the  laft  difpatch  from  my  Lords 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  26th  February,  her  Majefty  thinks 
that  it  might  be  propofed  that  the  entail  of  the  Spanish  crown 
fhould  be  exprefsly  fettled  in  the  treaty,  that  the  cafe  of  Philip 
or  his  children  coming  to  have  a  right  to  the  crown  of  France, 
fhould  be  declared  to  be,  in  all  retpects,  the  fame  as  the  cafe 
of  the  extinction  of  that  branch  ;  that  the  next  fuccefTor  in 
either  of  thefe  cafes,  ihould  be  named  in  the  treaty.  That, 
if  it  is  practicable,  the  ftates  of  Spain  themfelves  may  be  made 
parties  to  this  agreement." 

"  Additional  Minutes  of  Inftruftion  for  Mr.  Harlty,  at  Utrecht. 

"  Befides  the  points  already  mentioned,  it  has  been  thought 
proper  to  add  thefe  which  follow  :  upon  the  news  of  the 
death  of  the  Dauphin,  and  the  nearer  approach  of  that  cafe, 
where  the  fame  perfon  may  have  a  title  to  the  two  crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  :  that  the  entail  of  the  crown  of  France  be 
fettled,  after  the  prefent  Dauphin  and  his  children,  on  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  and  his  children,  and  fo  on  to  the  reft  of  the 
family  of  Bourbon,  exclufive  of  Philip  and  his  iflue. 

"  That  Philip  make  a  formal  renunciation  for  himfelf,  and 
for  }iis  iflue,  of  all  right  to  the  crown  of  France  ;  and  that  the 
cortes,  or  the  ftates  of  Spain,  may  be,  fome  way  or  other,  as 
fiiall  be  found  moft  practicable,  made  parties  to  the  exclufion 
of  the  reft  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  to  the  farther  fettle- 
rnent  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  in  fuch  other  family  as  (hall  be 
agreed  upon. 

'*  The  Queen's  inclination  would  carry  her  to  prefer  the 
Houfe  of  Savoy,  in  this  cafe,  to  any  other;  but  this  fpecific 
declaration  is  not  to  be  made  without  caution,  and  a  rea- 
fonable  aflurance  of  fuccefs. 

'  Thefe  conditions  occur  at  prefent ;  if  any  thing  elfe  can 
be  hereafter  thought  of,  no  doubt  ought  to  be  made  but  it  will 
be  agreed  upon,  fince  Monfieur  de  Torcy  fo  often  repeats  his 
rnafter's  opinion  concerning  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  prevent- 
ing the  union  of  the  two  monarchies,  which  he  judges 

would 
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according  to  my  weak  judgment,  the  fuccefs 
of  your  journey  to  Utrecht,  depends  en- 
tirely on  your  fpeedy  arrival  there. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

P.S.  The  firft  paper  of  minutes  I  put  in- 
to your  hands  at  my  Lord  Treafurer's,  an4 
therefore  fend  you  no  duplicate. 


<To  the  Lords  Plenipotentiaries. 
MY  LORDS, 

Whitehall,  Feb.  23d,  1711-12. 

HAVING  now  entirely  finiihed  Mr.  Har- 
ley's  difpatches,  as  I  could  have  done  fome 
days  ago,  had  it  been  to  any  purpofe,  I  hope 
no  farther  time  will  be  loft  in  his  fetting  for- 
ward; and  I  conclude  my  part  of  the  work 
by  writing  this  letter  to  your  Lordfhips, 
which  my  indifpofition  obliges  me  to  do  by 
another  hand  than  my  own. 

It  is  fo  very  apparent  from  the  conduct  of 

would  be  prejudicial  to  both,  as  well  as  dangerous  to  the  reft 
«>f  Europe. 

"  Particular  care  is,  in  all  event?,  to  be  taken  of  the  Cata- 
lans, Arragonians,  Valencians,  and  of  whoever  elfe  has  de- 
clared on  our  fide,  in  Spain,  during  the  war ;  this  article  is 
juft  in  itfelf,  extremely  honourable  for  the  Queen  to  infift  up- 
on, and  cannot  well  admit  of  much  difficulty  on  the  part  of 
the  French.'* 

the 
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the  Imperialifts  and  of  the  Dutch,  that  they 
will  venture  all  to  break  this  negociationj 
and  to  force  from  the  Queen  the  benefit 
which  fhe  expects  by  it,  that  her  Majeily 
has  taken  the  refolution  of  doing  what  can 
alone  extricate  her  out  of  this  great  emer- 
gency. She  fends  Mr.  Harley  to  your  Lord- 
ihips  fully  informed  of  the  circum (lances  of 
our  domefKc  affairs,  and  fully  inftructed  in 
her  Majefty's  fenfe  how  far  the  enemy  muft 
comply,  in  order  to  form  fuch  a  general  plan 
of  peace  as  the  Queen  will  approve,  and  as 
we  can  obtain  the  concurrence  of  both 
Houfes  to. 

By  the  lights  which  your  Lordmips  will 
better  receive  from  his  mouth,  than  you  can 
from  my  letter,  you  will  pleaie  to  confer 
with  the  Ministers  of  France,  letting  thern 
know,  that  if  they  will  agree  on  a  reafon- 
able  fcheme  for  it,  they  have  it  now  in  their 
power  at  once  to  finim  the  general  peace. 
All  things  are  fo  well  difpofed  here,  that, 
let  the  next  offer  which  they  fhall  make 
meet  with  what  reception  it  will  in  the 
Congrefs,  Britain  will  declare  for  it,  pro- 
vided it  amounts  to  what  in  prudence  and 
honour  we  canjuftify. 

The 
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The  Queen  fuppofes,  that  the  anfwer 
which  the  French'  Minifters  are  to  make 
to  the  demands  of  the  allies,  prefented  I 
fuppofe  this  very  day,  will  be  the  refult  of 
their  conferences  with  your  Lordfhips.  In 
this  cafe,  her  Majefty  thinks"  it  will  be  ex^ 
pedient  to  have  fuch  a  day  appointed  for  the 
delivery  of  the  French  anfwer  (if  pomble)  as 
to  allow  time  to  your  Lordfhips  to  receive 
her  Majefty's  opinion  and  farther  orders  up- 
on It. 

I  pray  God  the  French  may  not  upon  this 
occafion  act  dans  un  efprit  de  negotiation, 
which  they  have  blamed  in  others  ;  if  they 
prove  as  reafonable  in  generals,  as  they  have 
been  in  particulars,  her  Majefty  will  lay  fhe 
proje6l  of  peac^e  before  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament, and  we  mall  have  one  debate  for 
the  whole ;  the  conclufion  of  which,  in  this 
cafe,  will  infallibly  be,  advice  to  her  Majefty 
to  make  the  peace.  Thus,  my  Lords,  would 
our  great  work  be  accomplished  with  ho- 
nour to  our  Miftrefs,  with  fafety  to  our- 
felves,  with  entire  fatisfadtion  to  moft  of 
our  allies,  and  with  reafonable  fatisfaclion  to 
#11  of  them. 

I  cannot   help  thinking  that  the  Queen 

might 
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might  have  contributed  extremely  to  fmooth 
your  way  at  Utrecht,  if  (he  had,  in  this 
critical  point  of  time,  fent  fome  man,  to 
the  Court  of  France,  who  might  have  been, 
thought  in  the  full  fecret  of  his  own ;  I  of- 
fered the  Queen  to  go,  but  I  believe  the 
hieafure  is  thought  a  little  too  bold,  ancj  in- 
ftead  thereof  the  Sieur  Gaultier  will  be  fent 
from  hence  to  Monfieur  de  Torey,  and  from 
him  to  Utrecht*  I  (hall  add  no  more  ;  but 
the  contents  of  this  letter  (how  it  is  not  de- 
figned  as  a  public  difpatch,but  as  a  private  ia- 
ftruclion  to  your  Lordfliips. 

I  arr 


A  Monfieur  de  Cambiague. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  cez$  Fevrier,  V.S.  1711-12; 

JE  vous  prie  d'etre  perfuade  que  Mon- 
fieur de  St.  Jean,  &  le  Secretaire  d'Etat  de 
ce  nom,  ne  font  qu'une  rhcme  perfonne  J 
vous  avez  vu  par  ma  conduite,  il  y  a  quatre 
ans,  que  les  grandes  charges  ne  me  tiennent 
fort  au  coeur,  ne  croyez  done  pas  qu'elles 
foient  capables  de  me  faire  changer  des  fen- 
timens  a  Tegard  de  mes  amis. 

VOL.  II.  O  J'ai 
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J'ai  entendu  beaucoup  de  bien  de  Mon- 
fieur  Forrefter,  mais  il  fuffit  que  vous  le  re- 
commandez,  pour  que  je  tache  de  lui  £tre 
utile. 

Mon  frere  s'eft  trouve,  hereufement  pour 
lui,  chez  un  de  mes  amis  a  Amfterdam, 
lorfqu'il  eft  tombe  malade  de  la  petite  ve- 
role.  II  eft  prefentement  a  Utrecht,  ou 
pourvu  qu'il  faiTe  un  boa  ufage  de  la  fitua- 
tion  avantageufe  dans  laquelle  il  fe  trouve,  il 
pourra  faire  du  progres  dans  la  connoifTancc 
des  affaires  publiques,  &  fe  rendre  de  bonne 
heure  utile  a  fa  patrie.  Lapaix,  parmi  gju- 
fieurs  autres  avantages  qu'elle  nous  apporte ; 
ne  pourra  pas  manquer  de  faire  haulier  lea 
adtions  de  tous  les  fonds.  Je  fuis  fort  aife 
que  vous  vous  trouvez  engage  dans  la  com- 
pagnie  de  la  Mer  du  Sud,  &  je  "ne  doutc 
nullement  que  vous  ne  faifiez  un  gain  tres 
confiderable  fur  vos  debentures. 

Le  pauvre  Monfieur  Calandrini  eft  encore 
a  Paris,  a  ce  que  je  vois,  follicitant  le  pave- 
ment de  ce  qui  lui  eft  du.  J'ai  deja  fait,  & 
je  continuerai  a  faire  des  inftances  pour  lui, 
aupres  les  Miniftres  Francois.  Je  me  flatte 
me  me  qu'il  j  en  a  quelques-un-s  qui  feront 

portes 
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portes  a  lui  rendre  fervice.     On  ne  peut  pas 
etre  avec  une  plus  veritable  eftime. 

Monfieur,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN. 


-•      To  Mr.  Scott. 
SIR,, 

Whitehall,  Feb.  a^th,  1711-12. 

I  SHOULD,  by  a  private  letter,  have 
iboner  given  you  fatisfaction  as  to  the  con- 
tents of  your's  of  the  1 9th  of  January  laft, 
had  my  time  allowed  of  it.  In  other  conn- 
tries,  a  Secretary  of  State  who  difpatches  the 
bufinefs  of  his  province,  difpatches  all  that 
belongs  to  him ;  in  Britain  it  is  very  mttch 
otherwife  ;  and  creating  or  keeping  together 
the  ftrength  which  is  to  fupport  you,  leaves 
you,  during  the  winter  months,  very  little 
leifure  for  the  affairs  of  that  employment,  in 
the  execution  of  which  you  labour  to  be  flip* 
ported. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  *  gave  himfelf,  in  my  opi- 
nion, a  very  ridiculous  air,  when,  imme- 
diately after  your  audience,  he  afked  one  of 

k  The  predeceflbr  of  Mr.  Scott,  though  not  in  the  office  of 
Minifter,  but  Secretary  at  the  Court  of  King  Aoguftus. 

O  a  the 
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the  King.  He  could  have  no  bufmefs  to  fpeak 
upon,  and  if  he  had  any,  he  might,  and  he 
ought,  to  have  conlulted  with  you  before- 
hand. I  know  nothing  of  the  man  more  than 
that  my  Lord  Stair  left  him  in  thofe  parts ; 
and  when  I  came  into  the  northern  bufi- 
nefs,  I  found  him  prying  and  diligent,  which 
made  me  willing  to  leave  him  the  pretence 
of  being  her  Majefty's  Secretary,  that  I 
might,  when  opportunity  offered,  rerribve  him 
with  that  character  to  ibme  other  place.  1 
have  her  Majefty's  leave  to  fend  him  to  Ra- 
tifbon ;  but  if  he  is  in  any  meafures  with 
our  faction  at  home,  and  particularly,  if  he 
has  correfpondence  with  thoie  who  labour 
the  breaking  this  negociation  off,  he  muft  by 
no  means  be  thought  of:  I  therefore  defire 
you,  that  you  will  be  very  clear  and  frank 
upon  this  head,  wherein  the  Queen's  fer- 
vice  is  materially  concerned,  and,  till  I  hear 
from  you,  I  will  defer  fending  him  or  any 
one  elie  to  Ratifbon. 

The  meafures  which  have  been  purfued,, 
are  not  only  right  ia  thernfelves,  but  your 
Accounts  from  hence  will  have  mown  you, 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  given 
their  fanclion  to  them  by  carrying  on  the 
5  fame. 
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fame.  In  fhort,  Sir,  we  will  either  have 
this  peace,  or  a  proportionable  war ;  you 
know  how  impoffible  the  latter  is,  and  you 
will  therefore,  1  believe,  concur  with  me, 
that  the  firft  ought  to  follow,  and  indeed 
muft  neceffarily  do  fo. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letters 
of  the  22d  and  2yth  of  this  month,  N.S. 
which  it  will  not  be  poffible  for  me  to  fay 
any  thing  upon  till  next  poft ;  only  this, 
have  no  apprehenfions  ef  going  too  far  in 
the  affair  you  write  about ;  there  is  nothing 
which  the  Queen  has  more  at  heart,  and 
you  can  make  no  ftep  in  it,  which  be- 
comes her  minifter,  in  which  you  need  fear 

a  dif avowal. 

I  am,  &c. 


A  Menfieur  Mefnager. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  4me  Mars,  V.S.  1711-12. 
J'AI  re9u   votre  lettre  du   I5me    de  ce 
mois,  &  le  Sieur  Gaultier  n'aura  pas  manque 
de  vous  informer,  que  je  lui  ai  fait  fendre 
celle  qui  lui  et6k  addrefl£e.     , 

Je  me  fens  fort  honore  de  1'amitie  que 
O  3  vous 
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vous  me  temoignez ;  je  vous  prie  de  me  la 
confer ver,  &  d'etre  perfuade  que  de  mon 
cote,  je  tacherai  dans  toutes  les  occafions,  de 
vous  montrer  qu'on  ne  peut  pas  etre  plus 
parfaitement  que  je  le  fuis,  Monfieur,  &c. 

P.S.  Le  pafTeport  que  le  Sieur  Gaul- 
tier  m'a  demande  de  votre  part,  a  ete 
d'abord  expedie. 


70  the  "Lord  Plenipotentiaries. 
MY  LORDS, 

Whitehall,  March  the  4th,  1711-12, 
I  FIND  your  Lordlhips,  in  the  private 
letter  of  the  5th  of  this  month,  which  you 
honoured  me  with  by  Couchman,  under 
fome  impatience  for  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Harley ;  and  I  am  very  far  from  wondering 
at  you  for  it,  fjnce  in  your  prefent  fituatioa 
you  run  ri(k  of  having  the  game  taken  out 
of  your  hands  by  others,  and  are  in  no  fort 
able  to  play  it  on  yourfelyes. 

This  evil  circumftance  will  now  be  very 
fpon  cured ;  Mr,  Harley  goes  away  to-mor- 
row, and  your  Lordfhips  will  be  much  bet- 
ter informed  of  the  Queen's  intentions   by 
2  what 
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what  he  will  have  the  honour  to  fay  to  you, 
than  you  could  poffibly  have  been  by  ten 
reams  of  written  inftrudions. 

Gaultier  goes  to  France  to-morrow,  and 
will,  I  hope,  foon  arrive  at  Utrecht,  with 
fuch  orders  to  the  Minifters  of  France  as 
may  enable  them  to  come  up,  in  the  project 
of  peace,  to  what  your  Lordmips  will  ex- 
pect. I  have  given  him  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  your  Lordfhips ;  and  I  hope 
he  will  have,  as  I  verily  think  he  will  de- 
ferve,  your  countenance. 

I  received  yefterday  morning  a  letter  from 
Monfieur  de  Torcy,  dated  on  Thurfday  laft, 
with  the  news  of  the  death  of  the  third 
Dauphin,  within  the  year,  and  with  frefh 
aflurances  that  the  King  perfifts  in  his  firm 
refolution  of  concurring  in  effectual  meafures 
to  prevent  the  union  of  the  two  crowns. 
Mr.  Harley  will  open  the  beft  expedient 
which  the  Queen  thinks  of  to  your  Lord- 
fhips ;  I  (hall  only  fay,  the  deaths  of  the  fa- 
ther and  eideft  Con,  which  only  leave  a  child 
of  two  years  old  between  Philip  and  the 
crown  of  France,  make  it  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  have  this  matter  fettled  without  lofs 
pf  time. 

O  4  The 


100  LETTERS    AND 

The  acknowledgment  of  the  Queen  muft 
be  made  with  a  good  grace ;  and  I  believe 
the  French,  in  their  next  offers,  will  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  as  your  Lordmips  mall 
pleafe  to  dictate.  There  is  another  point 
which  it  is  now  high  time  to  infift  upon  an 
immediate  compliance  with  :  I  mean,  the 
fending  the  Pretender  out  of  France.  Your 
Lordftiips  knpw,  that  in  the  barrier-treaty 
there  is  an  article  to  this  purpole  ;  and  in 
fome  of  our  debates  in  Parliament,  notice 
has  been  taken  of  it  as  a  neglect,  that  he 
was  not  removed  previpufly  to  any  entrance 
upon  a  treaty.  Gaultier  is  inftrudted  to  let 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  know,  that  the  Queen 
^xpecls  no  time  mould  be  loft  herein  ;  and 
her  Majefty  thinks  it  proper  that  your  Lord- 
ihips  mould  fpeak  to  the  fame  effecl:  to  the 
Minifters  of  France  at  Utrecht. 

I  fend  your  Lordfhips  a  copy  of  the  rer 
prefentation,  delivered  this  day  to  her  Ma- 
jefty,  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which 
being  a  piece  likely  to  make  much  noife 
in  the  world,  and  to  have  great  influence 
on  foreign  as  well  as  domeftic  affairs,  I 
thought  your  Lordfhips  would  be  curious  to 
fee  it  as  foon  as  poffible.  The  purport  of 

the 
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the  Queen's  anfwer  was,  "  This  reprefenta*- 
tion  is  another  inflance  of  the  dutiful  a£- 
fe&ion  to  my  fervice,  and  concern  for  the 
intereft  of  our  country,  which  this  Houfe 
of  Commons  has  always  mown  ;  I  will  take 
care  to  give  fuch  orders  as  may  effectually 
anfwer  what  you  defire  in  every  particular." 

Her  Majefty  commands  me  to  let  you, 
my  Lord  Strafford,  know,  that  (he  has  di- 
redted  Mr.  Harley  to  make  a  compliment 
to  the  Penfionary,  as  it  has  been  ufual,  and 
that  me  would  have  your  Lordfliips  take 
fome  opportunity  of  introducing  him  to  this 
miniver  -,  naturally,  he  fhoujd  have  pafTe4 
through  the  Hague,  and  have  taken  that  op- 
portunity, but  your  Lordfhip  not  being  there, 
he  is  ordered  to  proceed  firft  to  Utrecht. 

The  Cabinet  Council,  which  fits  on  Thurf- 
4ay,  will  furnifh  me  with  matter  for  the 
packet  of  Friday. 

I  am,  &c. 


\ 


202  LETTERS    AND 

To  Mr.  Harrlfon. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  March  4th,  1711-12, 
I  "WAS  extremely  pleafed  tp  hear  that  my 
Lords  the  Plenipotentiaries  were  defirous  to 
have  you  fucceed  Mr.  Watkins,  in  cafe  of 
his  removal.  Nothing  could  fuit  my  incli- 
nation more  than  this  opportunity  of  ad- 
vancing you,  which  they  have  given  me ; 
and  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  go  on  to 
preferve,  by  the  fame  means  which  you 
have  acquired,  their  Lordfhips'  good  opinion 

and  favour. 

I  am,  &c. 


De  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 

A  Marli,  le  31  me  Janvier,  1712. 
JE  vois,  Monfieur,  que  la  confiance  ne 
s'etablit  pas  auffi  intierement  qu'il  feroit  a 
defirer  entre  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires 
du  Roi  &  ceux  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne,  a  Utrecht.  Comme  nous  avons  tous 
le  meme  but,  de  parvenir  promptement  a 
la  paix,  je  crois  que  vous  jugerez  a  propos 
d'envoyer  a  Monfieur  1'Eveque  de  Briilol, 

&  a 
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&  a  Monfieur  le  Comte  de  Str afford  des 
inftructions  plus  precifes,  fur  la  maniere  dont 
ils  doivent  concerter  leurs  demarches  avec  les 
Plenipotentiaires  du  Roi. 

11  eft  tres  certafn.  que  fa  Majefte  eft  tres 
difpofee  a  contribuer  de  fon  cote  a  la  prompte 
conclufion  du  traite,  &  lorfque  1'Angleterre 
concourera  de  fa  part,  ce  iera  vainement  que 
les  ennemis  de  la  paix  s'oppoferont  au  reta- 
bliiTement  de  la  tranquillite  generate. 

Je  vous  fupplie  de  croire  que  je  fuis, 
yotre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 

A  Verfailles,  le  8me  Fevrier,  1712. 
RIEN  ne  pouvoit  me  faire  plus  de  plaifir, 
Monfieur,  que  de  voir,  par  la  lettre  que 
vous  m'avez  fait  1'honneur  de  m'ecrire, 
rinutilite  de  toutes  les  demarches  faites  pour 
traverfer  la  paix.  Je  fuis  perfuade  que  le  re- 
tour  de  Monfieur  le  Prince  Eugene  en  Hol- 
lande  achevera  de  defabufer  ceux  qui  efpe- 
roient  encore  que  fa  prefence  &  fa  reputation 
ebranloient  les  fages  refolutions  de  la  Reine, 

&l'on 
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&  Ton  doit,  ce  me  femble,  compter  qu'elles 
auront  bientot  un  heureux  effet,  puifque  l£ 
Roi  veut  auffi,  de  fa  part,  contribuer,  dfc 
tout  fon  pouvoir,  a  la  conclufion  d'un  ouvrage 
auffi  neceflaire  au  bien  general  de  TEurope. 

Je  fouhaite,  Mojifieur,  que  fa  perfection 
me  donne  plus  d'occafions  de  vous  aflurer 
qu'on  ne  peut  etre  plus  veritablement  que  je 
fuis,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


De  Monfieur  de 

A  Verfailles,  le  lome  Mars,  1712, 

DEPUIS,  la  mort  de  Monfeigneur  le 
Dauphin  *,  le  Prince  fon  fils  ame-j-  vient  de 
mourir,  &  le  feul  qui  refle  aujourd'hui 
Dauphin  n'a  que  deux  ans.  Voila,  Mon^ 
fieur,  un  nouveau  fujet  d'alarmes,  &  un  pre- 
texte  a  ceux  qui  ne  veulent  pas  la  paix, 
de  faire  craindre  1'union  des  deux  couronnes 
de  France  &  d'Efpagne  fur  la  tete  d'uiv 
meme  Prince,  le  Roi  Catholique  n'etant 
precede  que  par  un  enfant. 

*  The  Duke  of  Burgundy,  married  to  Maria  Adekide  of 
Savoy  :  flic  died  the  22d,  and  he  the  28th  February. 
f  'The  Duke  of  Britany,  died  the  8th  March, 

Cette 
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Cette  union  feroit  cependant,  auffi  mau- 
vaife  pour  la  France  &  pour  1'Efpagne, 
que  dangereux  pour  le  refte  de  1'Europe  ; 
ainii  le  Roi  perfifte  conftamment  dans  la 
ferme  refblution  de  prendre  toutes  les  me- 
fures  neceffaires  pour  1'empecher,  &  fa  Ma- 
jefte  m'a  commande  de  vous  le  faire  fa- 
voir,  afin  d'en  affurer  la  Reine  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne. 

J'efpere,  Monfieur,  que  les  malheurs  ar- 
rives depuis  peu  de  tems,  a  'la  France, 
n'empecheront  pas  un  bien  ii  grand  qne  Teft 
celui  de  la  paix,  &  que  vous  aurez  1'hon- 
neur  de  conduire  a  fa  perfection  un  ouvrage 
ou  vous  avez  autant  de  part.  Je  fuis,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


A  Monfieur  de  Tcrcy. 
De  Whitehall,  ce  4me  Mars,  V.S.   1711-12. 
J'AUROIS  honte,  Monfieur,  d'avoir  dif- 
fere  fi  long-terns  a  repondre  a  Thonneur  dc 
vos  lettres,  fi  je  ne  croyois  pouvoir  alleguer 
en  ma  juftification  une  raifon  qui  eft  bonne, 
&  que  vous  ne  defappr.ouverez  pas. 

un  mot,  j'ai   voulu  vous  ecrire  avec 

certitude, 
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certitude,  &  pour  cet  effet  11  faloit  attendre 
jufqu'a  ce  que  les  Miniftres  de  TEmpereur, 
&  de  la  republique  d'Hollande,  euflent 
montre  plus  ouvertement  leur  jeu ;  jufqu'a 
ce  que  les  difpofitions  neceflaires  etoient 
faites  parmi  nos  peuples  ;  &  enfin  jufqu'a  ce 
que  la  Reine  avoit  prife  la  feule  refolution 
qui  puifTe  nous  conduire,  en  peu  de  terns,  a 
une  paix  bonne  &  folide. 

J'ai  prefentement  la  fatisfaclion  de  vous 
dire,  Monfieur,  que  cette  refolution  eft  prife, 
£  que  Monfieur  Harley  partira  ce  foir  ou 
demain  avec  les  dernieres  inftru&ions  de  fa 
Majefte  a  Meilieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires. 

Vous  trouverez  bon,  s'il  vous  plait,  que  je 
me  remette  au  Sieur  Gaultier  pour  vous  ex- 
pliquer  plus  en  detail  le  fujet  de  la  com- 
miffion  de  ce  gentilhomme,  &  que  la  Reine 
efpere  que  la  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  fera 
pour  cooperer  avec  elle,  &  pour  eluder  lea 
artifices  de  ceux  qui  fouhaitent  la  continua- 
tion de  la  guerre. 

J'avoir  hier  deffein  a  vous  ecrire  quand 
j'ai  recu  votre  derniere  du  lome  de  ce  mois, 
N.S.  La  Reine  eft  tres  fenfiblement  touchee 
des  malheurs  qui  viennent  d'arriver  a  la 
France,  &  bien  loin  de  vouloir  que  ces  coups 
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de  ciel  retardent  le  progres  de  notre  grand 
ouvragc,  fa  Majefte  va  redoubler  fes  efforts, 
&  faire  en  forte  qu'il  ne  tiendra  qu'a  fa  Ma- 
jefte Tres  Chretienne  de  conclure  la  paix  en 
moins  de  femaines  que  fes  Plenipotentiaires 
ont  deja  pafTes  a  Utrecht. 

La  Reine  me  commande,  Monfieur,  de 
vous  faire  favoir  qu'elle  ne  doute  point  de 
la  ferme  refblution  du  Roi,  de  prendre 
toutes  les  mefures  neceffaires  pour  empecher 
1'union  des  deux  couronnes  fur  la  tete  d'un 
meme  prince,  &  afin  d'6ter  tout  pretextc 
a  ceux  qui  ne  veulent  pas  la  paix,  &  de 
mettre  en  repos  les  efprits  de  ceux  qui  la 
fouhaitent,  fa  Majefte  croit  que  fans  perdre 
du  terns  il  faudra  d'etre  d'accord  fur  cet  ar- 
ticle ;  le  Sieur  Gaultier  vous  communiquera 
ce  qu'on  a  penfe  fur  ce  fujet  ici*.  Je  ne 

puis 

*  Memoir e,  fent  ly  Monjieur  Gaultier^  Marcb  $tb,  1 711-11. 

"  4tne  Mars,  i7?i-ia. 

"  Dcpuis  le  commencement  des  pour-parlers  de  la  paix 
entre  la  Grande  Bretagne  &  la  France,  on  a  toujours  6tabli 
cette  maxime,  qu'il  ne  faloit  pas,  s'il  etoit  poffible,  s'expofer 
aux  evenemens  de  la  campagne ;  la  Reine  continue  dans  cc 
femiment,  &  a  pris  toutes  les  mefures  neceflaires  de  fon  cot6 
pour  conduire  bientot  a  une  heureufe  fin  de  la  negociation 
d'Utrecht. 

"  Par  ce  qui  s'eft  pafle  depuis  quelque  terns  ici,  on  aura  pu 
remarquer  les  bonnes  inclinations  qu'on  a  trouvS  le  moyea 
d'infpirer  a  la  Chambre  des  Communes,  qui  felon  la  conftitu- 
tion  de  ce  gouvernement,  doit  etre  regarde  principalement  dans 
les  affaires  de  guerre  ou  de  paix.  II  ne  fera  pas  difficile  de  faire. 

le 
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puis  point  fmir  ma  lettre  fans  rcndre  a  tfeltii 
qui  aura  1'honneur  de  vous  la  prefenter  le  te- 

moio-nag-e 

o      o 

le  meme  pli  a  1'autre  Chambre.  Apres  qiioi  Ton  peut  s'affurer 
de  la  concurrence  de  la  Reine  &  de  route  la  nation  Britan* 
nique,  pourvu  que  le  projet  pour  la  paix  generate  contienne 
cette  fatisfaftion  raifonnable  &  cette  furete  reelle,  pour  tous 
ks  allies,  qu'on  eft  en  droSt  de  s'attendre. 

"  Monneur  c!e  Harley  panira  demain  pour  tltrecht.  II  eft 
pleinemtnt  inftruit  des  intentions  de  la  E.eine  fur  tous  les  points 
eftentiels  qui  peuvent  etre  difcutes  dans  la  negociation  ;  &  il 
porte  leurs  derniers  crdres  a  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires. 
Ces  Miniftres  font  authorifes  d'entrer  dans  une  6troite  con- 
fiance  avec  ceux  de  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretiennej  &  de  tacher 
de  concert  avec  eux,  de  former  un  plan  pour  le  r6tabliflement 
du  repos  de  1'Europe. 

**  La  Reine  efpere  qu'on  repondra  k  cette  marque  de  fort 
defir  fincere  de  faire  tout  ce  qui  depend  d'elle  pour  termine^ 
ce  grand  ouvrage»  en  donnant  des  Inftrirftions  a  Meffieurs  les 
Plenipotentiaires  de  France  d'eviter  toutes  les  longeurs,  &  d'ac- 
corder  d'abord  les  points  que  les  allies  peuvent  demander  avec 
juftice,  &  pour  lefquels  la  Reine  peut  fe  declarer  avec  hon> 
neur. 

"  Le  trait6  de  commerce  fervira  de  pretexts  pour  couvrir 
cette  negociation  fecrete,  &  le  projet  qui  fera  forme  entre  les 
Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Reine  &  cexix  du  Roi  Tres  Chretien, 
peut  etre  prefentc  aux  allies  dans  le  congres  general  par  ces 
derniers,  comme  1'ultimatum  qu'ils  ont  ordre  d'offrir. 

"  La  Reine  a  ete  ties  feniiblement  touchee  des  malheurs  ar- 
rives depuis  peu  de  terns  a  la  France.  Elle  ne  doute  pas  que 
la  mort  de  ces  Princes  ne  ferve  de  pretexte  a  ceux  qui  fou- 
haitent  la  continuation  de  la  guerre,  mais  elle  croit  que  le 
moyen  le  plus  fur  pour  rendre  leurs  efforts  inutiles,  fera  de 
convenir  fans  perte  de  terns  des  mefures  neceffaires  pour  em- 
pecher  1'union  des  deux  Couronnes.  A  cette  fin,  la  Reine 
croit  qu'on  pourroit  propofer  que  le  Prince  qui  eft  en  pofleffion 
de  la  Couronne  d'Efpagne  fit  une  renonciation  formelle  pour 
lui  &  pour  fes  enfans  de  celle  de  France,  &  que  le  cours  de 
la  fucceflion  de  toutes  les  deux  fut  declare  &  etabli  dans  le 
traite  de  la  paix.  II  feroit  meme  a  fouhaiter  que  le»  cortes 
ou  etats  d'Efj>agne  puflcnt  d'une  maniere  ou  d'autre  con- 
courir  a  cette  aae. 

"  Voici  les  premieres  idees  qu'on  a  eu  fur  ce'fujet ;  fi  dans 
la  fuite  on  pourra  fonger  i  quelque  expedient  plus  folide*& 

plus 
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inoignage  qu'il  a  merite  par  fa  conduite.  II 
a  bien  fervi  le  Roi  fon  maitfe,  &  en  meme- 
tems  il  s'eft  acquis  1'eftime  de  tous  ceux  qui 
ont  eu  a  faire  avec  lui.  Je  fuisj  &c. 

H.  St*  JEAN; 


A  Monfieur  d'Allegre*i 

MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall*  ce4me  Mars,  V;S.  1711-12. 

j'AI  recu  par  le  canal  de  Monfieur  Molo^ 
la  lettre  que  vous  avez  bien  voulu  m'ecrire. 

Pendant  le  fejour  que  vous  fites  dans  ce 
fays  j'ai  con£u  pour  Vous  ees  fentimens 
d'eftime  que  votre  merite  exige  de  tous  qui 
ont  Thonneur  de  Vous  connoitre.  Je  vous  ai 
des  alors  promis  que  je  tacherois  dans  toutes 
les  occasions  de  vous  rendre  fervice,  &  je 
vous  tiens  prefentement  parole.  La  Reine 
confente  a  votre  echange,  &  le  courier  qui 

plus  efficacy  la  Reine  ne  doute  point  que  fa  Majefle  Tres 
Chretienj«e  ne  fcit  pr^te  a  y  confentir,  puifqu'elle  envifage 
cette  union  comme  inauvaife  pour  la  France  &  pour  i'Efpagne, 
auffi-bien  que  dangereufe  pour  le  refte  de  1'Europe. 

*  The  Marquis  d'Allegre,  Lieutenant-general  in  the  French 
fervice;  taken  prifoner  at  the  forcing  the  French  lines  in  1705. 
Application  was  made  in  1 708,  for  his  exchange,  but  with- 
out effefl.  In  this  war,  Marlborough  and  Eugene  divided 
their  prifoners  after  a  viftory ;  Allegre  fell  to  the  fliare  of 
the  latter,  and  was  detained  in  Holland. 

VOL.  II.  P  partira 
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partira  Vendrcdi  prochain,  portera  votre  a<Sle 
de  liberte  a  Utrecht. 

On  eft  peut-etrc  convenu  de  votre  echange 
autre  fois  avec  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Marlbo- 
rough,  mais  la  Reine  n'y  avoit  pas  con- 
fenti. 

Je  fouhaite  comme  vous,  Monfieur,  le 
prompt  retablifTement  du  repos  de  1'Europe, 
&  nous  devons  efperer  que  la  negociation 
qui  a  ete  depuis  quelque  terns  entamee,  aura 
un  heureux  fucces.  Je  fuis,  &c. 


To  the  Earl  of  Straff  or  d. 
My  LORD, 

Whitehall,  March  the  yth,  1711-12. 

THE  conduct  of  the  court  of  Hanovei% 
is  a  melancholy  for  thofe  to  write  upon, 
who  wiOi  well  to  the  Proteflant  fucceflion. 

The  Eleclor  had  till  this  winter,  behaved 
himfelf  fo  that  the  Whig  and  Tory  equally 
courted  him,  and  had  equal  expectations 
from  him  :  he  has  now  placed  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  party,  and  that  too  (whatever 
he  is  made  to  believe)  by  great  degrees  the 
leaft  at  this  time,  and,  whenever  we  fhall 
have  got  rid  of  our  war,  likely  to  be  ftill 
i  w  eaker ; 
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weaker ;  the  landed  intereft  will  then  rile, 
and  the  monied  intereft,  which  is  the  great 
fiipport  of  Whiggifm,  muft  of  courfe  de- 
cline. There  is  fomething  unaccountable 
in  this  matter  ;  the  Elector  will  be  one  time 
or  other  undeceived  :  I  pray  God  it  may  be 
foon  ! 

The  Queen  furely  leaves  nothing  undone 
which   is   in  her  power  to  bring  him  to  a 
right   notion    of  the  true  ftate  of  Britain, 
and  of  his  own  intereft.     My  Lord  Rivers 
went  firft  to   him,    and  opened,    with    the 
greateft  confidence  imaginable,  all  the  views 
which  her  Majefty  had,  the  grounds  of  her 
proceedings,  and  in  a  word,  the  whole  fe- 
cret  of  her  adminiftration ;  the  return  made 
to  this  mark  of  friendmip,  was  fending  his 
minifter  hither,    to  afibciate  with  the   fer- 
vants  which  the  Queen  thought  fit  to  di£- 
grace,to  join  in  open  defiance  to  her  meafures, 
and  even  to  appeal   to  the  nation  in  oppo- 
fition  to  their    Sovereign.      Thefe    affronts 
and   indignities,  our  good  Miftreis  is  how- 
ever willing  to  overlook,  and  once  more  try 
whether  the  film  can  be  taken  off  from  the 
Elector's  eyes,  and  whether  he  will  give  ear 
to  that  true  and  difinterefted  reprefentation 

Pa  of 
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of  things,  which,  in  her  Majefty's  name, 
Mr.  Harley  is  intruded  to  lay  before  him, 
I  own  to  you,  with  my  ufual  franknefs,  that 
I  fuipecT:  they  have  been  made  to  believe  at 
Hanover,  as  I  know  the  Whigs  have  infl- 
nuated  to  their  party  here,  that  the  Queen's^ 
life  is  very  precarious,  and  that  me  cannot 
laft  many  months.  But,  thank  heaven  !  there 
is  as  little  reafon  for  this,  as  for  mofE  of 
their  other  proportions  ;  a-nd  her  Majefty  is- 
I  hope,  at  this  hour,  a  better  life  than  the 
EMor  himfelf. 

Your  Excellency  will  certainly  do  well  to 
let  Count  Sinzendorf  know,  that  the  Queen's 
minifters  defpife  this  correfpondence  with 
Gazetteers*,  fb  much  in  fafhion  of  late,, 
yet  that  her  Majefty  understands  the  inde- 
cency and  difrefpe£t  which  is-  mown  to  herr 
i«  printing  memorials-  and  other  papers  pre- 
fented  to  her,,  and  will  in  a  proper  time,, 
mow  her  refentment  of  this  proceeding.. 

The  politicians  thought,  by  thefe  appeals, 
to  gain  the  people  in  oppofitioa  to  the  Queen; 

*  Notwithflanding  this  afTertion,  Bolingbroke  was  an  occa- 
fional  contributor  to  the  Gazetteers  abroad — the  Amiterdam 
Gazette  of  the  lit  of  March,  N.S.  contained  an  abftracl  of 
Bothmar's  letter  to  his  Lordfiiip,  and  on  2;th  February,  O.S. 
Bolingbroke  ftnt  an-abftraft  of  his  anfwer-. 

kt 
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let  them  have  recourfe  to  the  reprefenta- 
iion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  they 
will  there  fee  how  well  they  have  Succeeded. 
Your  talk  at  Utrecht,  has  indeed  been  of 
SL  moil  difficult  nature.  I  hope  you  are  now 
coming  to  Smoother  ground.  I  have  inflrucl- 
jed  Gaultier  to  make  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
fenfible,  that  this  is  the  critical  time  for 
them  to  make  peace  ;  that  the  Queen  is  far 
from  defiring  it  fhould  'be  retarded  on  ac- 
count of  the  misfortunes  which  have  lately 
happened  to  the  family  of  Bourbon  ;  that  her 
Majefly  is  defirous  to  prevent  the  operations 
of  the  campaign,  though  we  are  in  a  way 
of  taking  the  field  with  great  advantage  j 
.that  the  difpofitions  are  fo  made  among  our 
people,  that  a  reasonable  plan  of  peace  will 
infallibly  meet  with  the  Queen's  open  and 
peremptory  declaration  in  favour  of  it,  as 
well  as  with  the  concurrence  of  the  nation ; 
that  your  Lordfliips,  the  Queen's  minifters 
at  Utrecht,  will,  on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Har- 
ley,  be  informed  in  every  particular  where- 
about France  muft  come  to  form  fuch  a  pro- 
ject as  the  Queen  will  accept,  and  can  juf- 
tify  herfelf  to  her  allies,  to  God,  and  to  all 
the  world.  That  it  remains  on  their  part 

P  3  now 
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now  to  fhow  their  candour  in  avoiding  that 
ipirit  of  negociation,  which  they  have  juftly 
complained  of  in  others,  and  in  yielding 
roundly  at  firft,  what  they  inuft  and  will 
yield  at  laft ;  that  if  they  take  a  contrary 
meafure,  they  run  many  rifques,  and  among 
others,  that  of  feeing  Great  Britain  return 
to  that  eagernefs  for  war,  which  till  this 
year  they  have  mown,  and  which  they  will 
be  better  able  to  fupport  than  ever,  now 
that  they  have  reduced  their  expences  to 
fuch  an  annual  charge  as  may  be  provided 
for  an  100  years  together.  I  know  that  if 
your  Excellency  and  Lord  Privy  Seal,  take 
proper  opportunities  of  talking  to  this  effecl 
to  the  Abbot  Polignac,  the  due  impreffion 
Will  be  made  ;  and  I  believe  it  muft  be  a  rule 
to  your  Lordmip,  to  have  more  confidence 
in  him  than  in  any  of  the  others,  particu- 
larly than  in  Mefnager,  who  is  a  little  fel- 
low, and  a  Dutchman  in  his  inclinations. 

I  am,  &c. 
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To  the  Lords  Plenipotentiaries. 
MY  LORDS, 

Whitehall,  March  2 ad,  1711-12. 

THE  meflenger  was  kept  till  this  evening* 
that  I  might  fend  your  Lordfhips  a  copy  * 
,of  what  I  received  yefterday  from  Monfieur 
de  Torcy,  in  anfwer  to  the  proportion 
which  I  made  him,  by  Monfieur  Gaultier, 
of  an  expedient  for  preventing  the  union  of 
the  two  crowns,  as  well  as  a  copy  of  the  an- 
fwer which  I  mall  make  to  him  to-morrow, 
by  the  Queen's  order. 

Thefe  two  papers  will  furnim  your  Lord- 
fhips  with  materials  upon  this  head,  and  it 
is  her  Majefty's  pleafure  that  you  infift  upon 
the  expedient,  the  particulars  of  which  Mr. 
Harley  will  have  opened  to  you,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  let  the  enemy  fee  that  no  ap- 
prehenfions,  on  one  hand,  nor  no  advantages 
on  the  other,  can  force  or  tempt  the  Queen. 
to  leave  this  efiential  article  infecure. 

What  medium  might  fatisfy  her  Majefty, 
I  am  not  able  at  prefent  to  fay,  but  very 
little  lefs  than  her  firft  thought  will,  I  be- 
lieve, be  judged  fufficient ;  and  your  Lord- 

*  Vide  page  222. 

P  4  (hip 
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(hips  may,  perhaps,  fin4  means  of  knowing 
the  fenfe  of  other  powers  upon  the  fame 
article. 

I  have  fent  Moniieur  Marfchalch*  from 
hence,  I  think,  fully  fatisfied,  and  in  a  temr 
per  to  do  ajl  he  can,  to  make  and  keep  hi$ 
>  matter  fo. 

I  made  him  particularly  fenfible  of  your 
recommendations,  my  Lord  Strafford,  of 
him,  and  I  believe,  you  will  find  him  of 
fome  ufe  to  you.  I  am,  &cf 


A  Monfieur  Marfchalch  de  Eleberjlein. 
MON  CHER  MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  22me  Mars,  V.S.  1711-12. 
JE  n'ai  que  deux  momens  de  terns  pour 
vous  prier  de  faire  remettre  au  Roi  votre 
maitre  1'inclufe,  qui  eft  ma  tres  humble  re-? 
ponfe  a  I'honneur  qu'il  a  bien  voulu  me  faire, 
quand  vous  etes  venu  en  Bretagne. 

Par  le  courier  de  la  femaine  qui  vient,  je 
yous  ecrirai  une  lettre  au  lieu  d'un  billet. 

Je  iuis,  &c. 

f  The  Pruffian  Minifler. 

X 

Au 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C.  217 

Au  Roi  de  Pruffe. 
SIRE, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  2Omede  Mars,  V.S.  1711-12. 

J'AI  recu  avec  tout  ].e  refpecl:  &:  toute  1$ 
foumifiion  pollibfe,  I'honneur  que  votre  Ma- 
jefte  a  daignee  me  faire  par  fa  lettre  du 
ipme  de  Novembre,  que  Monfieur  Mar£- 
chalch  de  Bieberftejn  m'a  rendu. 

Tous  les  ferviees  de  ma  vie  ne  peuvent 
meriter  uiie  ii  grande  grace  que  celle  que 
votre  Majefte  vient  de  me  faire,  en  declarant 
qu'elle  eft  contente  4e  la  conduite  que  j'ai 
tenu  jufques  a  cette  heure  ;  Ja  meilleure  ma- 
riiere  dont  je  pourrai  montrer  ma  reconnoif- 
fance  de  fes  bontes  royales,  fera  de  continuer 
a  faire  des  voeux  pour  TaccroifTement  de  fon 
bonheur  &  de  la  glone,  &  a  chercher  des 
nouvelks  occafions  pour  marquer  de  plus 
en  plus  Tattachement  tres  relpeclueux  avec 
Jequel  je  ferai  toute  ma  vie, 

De  votre  Majefte,  &c. 


To  Mr.  Harley. 

S  I  R, 

Whitehall,  March  the  22 d,  1711-12. 

I  HEARD  this  day  with  great  pleafure, 
the  return  of  the  Falkland,  that  you  had 

gained 
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gained  your  paflage,  and  that  on  Wednefday 
laft  you  was  within  the  Goree,  working  up 
to,  Rotterdam. 

By  the  copies  which  I  fend  in  my  private 
difpatch  to  my  Lords  the  Plenipotentiaries, 
of  the  extract  of  Monfieur  de  Torcy's  me- 
morial, and  of  my  letter  in  anfwer  to  it,  you 
will  fee  on  what  terms  we  ftand  as  to  that 
great  article,  the  preventing  the  union  of 
the  two  crowns.  The  Queen  would  have 
you  fpeak  in  the  fame  language  as  her  other 
miniflers  are  directed  to  do,  very  peremp- 
torily. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  very  hopeful,  that 
when  the  enemy  fee  we  are  determined  ef- 
fectually to  provide  for  that  contingency, 
they  will  be  more  reafonable.  It  will  be 
projier  for  .you  who  came  laft  from  Britain* 
to  fay  to  the  French  Minifters  that  not  only 
the  Queen,  but  all  thofe  who  are  inclined  to 
peace  among  us,  have  built  on  this  fuppon- 
tion,  that  the  King  will  come  into  any  mea- 
fures,  according  to  his  promife,  necelfary  to 
fecure  Europe  againft  fo  exorbitant  a  power 
as  would  be  formed  by  the  union  of  the  mo- 
narchies of  France  and  Spain,  and  that  if, 
at  laft,  they  attempt  to  impofe  trifling  and 

inefficient 
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infufficient  expedients  upon  us,  they  will 
render  the  moft  hearty  friends  to  peace  par- 
tizans  for  the  war,  which  we  (hall  be  bet- 
ter able-  to  annoy  them  in,  when  we  have 
reduced  our  expences  within  that  compafs 
which  we  {hall  be  able  to  fupply. 

You  will  likewife,  whenever  you  fpeak 
with  the  French  Minifters,  affed:  a  fort  of 
negligence  what  becomes  of  the  other  points, 
till  you  hear  how  they  will  agree  to  fettle 
this. 

If  you  fee  Monfieur  Marfchalch,  the 
Pruffian  Minifter,  at  Utrecht,  put  on  an  air 
of  confidence  with  him,  his  mafter  muft  be 
played  off  in  the  courfe  of  this  treaty,  and 
he  can  be  ufeful  to  that  end.  I  think  I  have 
fet  him  as  right  as  one  could  wifh. 

Adieu.  As  long  as  you  may  think  this 
letter,  perhaps  you  will  hardly  receive  fo 
fhort  a  one  from  your  humble  fervant  while 
you  are  abroad. 


De  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 

A  Verfailles,  le  aome  Mars,  1712. 
LES  Plenipotentiaires  du  Roi  recoivent, 
Monfieur,  de  nouveaux.  ordrefs  de  fa  Majefte' 

pour 
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pour  convenir  avec  Monfieur  1'Eveque  dc 
Briftol,  &  avec  Monfieur  le  Comte  de  Straf- 
ford,  des  conditions  qu'elle  peut  accorder  fur 

les  demandes  de  la  Grande  Bretasrne.  • 

o 

Comme  fa  Majefte  ne  faurojt  croire  que 
Meffieurs  vos  Plenipotentiaires  aient  ordre 
4'exiger  des  conditions,  dont  I'effet  cauferoit 
la  ruine  du  commerce  de  fes  fujets,  &  de  la 
navigation  de  fon  royaume ;  elle  eft  per- 
fuadee  que  ces  nouvelles  facilites,  &  pour  la 
Grande  Bretagne  &  pour  les  Princes  dont 
les  intents  lui  font  plus  fenfibles,  avanceroit 
le  fucces  de  la  negociation.  Mais  en  meme- 
terns,  Monfieur,  le  Roi  s'attemj  aufli  a  voir 
moins  de  vivacity  de  la  part  de  Meffieurs 
vos  Plenipotentiaires,  pour  foutenir  les  de» 
mandes  de  la  Maifon  d'Autriche,  des  Etats*- 
Generaux,  &  celles  de  ptulieurs  Princes  de 
1'empire,  qui  ne  fe  plaignent  que  parce  qu'jls 
y  font  excites  par  les  ennemis  de  la  paix. 

Le  moyen  le  plus  efficace  de  Favancer, 
c'efl  que  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne 
donne  aufli  de  nouveaux  ordres  g  Mefiieurs 
fes  Miniftres  a  Utrecht,  &  qu'il  y  ait  defor^ 
mais  de  leur  part,  plus  de  concert  avec  les 
Plenipotentiaires  du  Roi. 

Permettez-moi  de  vous  exhorter  encore 
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de  contribuer  de  tout  votre  pouvoir  a  un  auflt 
grand  bien,  &  faites  moi,  jc  vous  fupplie^ 
Ja  juftice  de  croire  que  je  fuis  tres  parfaite- 
ment,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  ToRcr. 


De  Monjieur  de  Torcy* 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Verfailles,  le  28me  Mars,  1712. 
QUELQUE  plaifir  que  j'aie  de  recevoir 
les  lettres  quc  vous  me  faites  Thonneur  de 
m'ecrire,  je  ne  ferai  plus  enpeine  quand  elles 
feront  retardees,  voyant,  par.  la  derniere, 
que  le  terns  de  votre  filence  eft  employe  fi 
atilement  pour  le  fucces  de  Faffaire  impor- 
tante,  que  j'efpere  que  vons  conduirez  a  unc 
heureufe  fin. 

Le  Sieur  Gaultier  m'a  rendu  compte  de 
toutes  les  mefures  que  vous  avez  prifes  pour 
y  parvenir.  II  part  pour  Utrecht,  ou  je  crois 
fa  prefence  neceflaire  pour  fortifier  runioit 
&  la  confiaiice  etitre  les  Plenipotentiaires 
du  Roi  &  ceux  de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

J'efpere  que  les  derniers-  ordres  que  fa 
Majefte  donne  aux  liens  etabliront  folide- 
tneut  cette  bonne  intelligence,  &  que  vous 

acheverez 
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achevere£  le  refte  a  la  gloire  de  la  Reine 
votre  maitreiTe.  Je  piiis  vous  afTurer,  Mon- 
fieur,  que  le  Roi  lie  fouhaite  pas  moins 
qu'elle,  que  la  paix  puifTe  etre  faite  en  auffi 
peu  de  terns  qne  vous  le  marquez. 

Je   reponds  par  un  memoire*  a  celui  que 

le 

*   "  Riponfe  au  MtMoire  apportt  far  le  Sieur  Gau/tier, 

le  2.$fxe  Mars,    1712. 

*'  Le  Roi  ne  fouhaite  pas  moins  fincerement  que  la  Reine 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne  de  prevenir  les  evenemens  de  la 
campagne,  &  de  convenir,  avant  qu'elle  foit  ouverte,  des  con- 
ditions de  la  paix. 

"  Sa  Majefte  a  remarque  toute  1'habilite  de  la  conduite  fage 
et  prudente,  tenue  pendant  la  feance  du  Parlement,  pourfaire 
connoitre  a  la  Chambre  des  Communes,  que  la  nation  etoit 
abufee  par  les  allies,  qu'ils  profitoient  feuls  d'une  guerre,  dont 
1'Angleterre  ibutepoit  le  poids  principal,  et  dont  elle  ne  pouvoit 
efperer  d'utilite,  qu'en  faifant  bientot  la  paix,  a.  des  conditions 
honorables  etavantageufes  pour  elle.  Comme  1'autre  chambre 
n'a  et6  entrainee  que  par  la  paffion  d'un  parti  turbulent,  et  que 
1'interet  particulier  anime  contre  le  miniftere  prefent,  le  Roi 
s'aflure  que  ceux  qui  conduifent  prefentement,  avec  tant  de 
capacite,  les  affaires  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  fau- 
ront  bien  faire  plier  ce  parti,  et  1'obliger  a  fe  conformer  aux 
veritables  inter^ts  de  la  nation,  lorfque  les  Plenipotentiaires  de 
France  et  d'Angleterre  feront  convenus,  a  Utrecht,  d'un  plan 
de  paix  jufle  et  raifonnable. 

"  Pour  en  avancer  la  conclufion,  fa  Majefte  a  permis  a  fes 
Plenipotentiaires  de  fe  relacher  encore  a  de  nouvelles  facilites, 
dont  ils  informeront  Mr  Harley.  Elle  apprend  avec  plaifir  que. 
la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  1'ait  inftruit  pleinement  de 
fes  intentions,  et  qu'elle  lui  ait  donnc  fes  derniers  ordres,  ne, 
doutant  pas  que  cette  Princefle  ne  renferme,  dans  les  bornes 
de  la  juftice,  et  de  la  droite  raifon,  les  termes  vagues  de/a- 
tisfaftion  raifonnable  et  dufuretes  reef  les,  que  fes  allies  etendent 
nonfeulement  aux  demandes  les  plus  outrees  qu'ils  font  acluelle- 
ment  (i),  mais  encore  a  celles  qu'ils  n'ont  pas  imagines,  et 

qu'ils 

( i)  The  demands  of  the  allies  were  in  fubftance  as  follows  : 
The  Emperor  demanded,  ift,  The  ratification  of  all  decrees  of 

the 
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le  Sieur  Gaultier  m'a  remis  de  votre  part. 
Ce  feroit  un  bien  de  pouvoir  mettre  en  ufagc 

Texpedient 

qu'ils  fe  refervent  de  faire,  a  deflein  apparemment  d'allonger  la 
ncgociation.  L'ordre  principal  que  le  Roi  avoit  donne  a  fes 
Plenipotentiaires  lorfqu'ils  font  partis  pour  Utrecht,  ctoit  d'eta- 
blir  une  6trpite  confiance  entre  eux  et  les  Miniftres  de  la  Reine 

de 

the  empire  (meaning,  particularly,  thofe  againft  the  electors  of  Ba- 
varia and  Cologne),  a.  The  reftitution  of  all  places  ceded  by  Au- 
ftria,  by  the  treaties  of  Munfter,  Nimmegen,  and  Ryfvvick.  3.  The 
reftoratipn  of  the  domains  of  the  Duke  of  Loraine.  4.  The  mo- 
narchy of  Spain. 

The  affociated  circles  demanded  the  reftoration  of  all  places 
ceded  by  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  or  otherwife. 

Great  Britain  demanded,  i.  The  acknowledgment  of  the  fuccef- 
fion  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover.  2.  The  departure  of  the  Preten- 
der from  the  territories  of  France.  3.  A  treaty  of  commerce. 
4.  The  demolition  of  Dunkirk.  5.  Ceffion  of  St.  Kitt's,  New- 
foundland, Nova  Scotia  (then  called  Acadia)  and  Hudfon's  Bay. 
6.  A  juft  and  reafonable  fatisfa&ion  for  all  her  allies.  7.  The  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  electoral  dignity  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover. 
8.  The  abrogation  of  the  4th  article  in  the  treaty  of  Ryfvvick, 
which  relates  to  religion,  and  a  greater  liberty  to  the  Proteftants 
in  France.  9.  Satisfaction  to  the  Houfe  of  Hamilton  and  Colonel 
Douglas. 

The  States-General  demanded,  i.  The  ceffion  of  the  Spaniflt 
Netherlands  to  the  Emperor.  2.  Menin,  Lille,  Douay,  Tournay, 
Bethune,  Bouchaine,  &c.  to  the  States,  and  Fumes,  Ypres,  Va- 
lenciennes, to  them,  or  to  any  other  power  except  France.  3.  Treaty 
of  commerce,  as  fettled  by  that  of  Rylwick,  with  the  tariff  of  1664. 
4.  The  reftoration  of  the  principality  of  Orange  to  whom  it  may 
belong. 

Portugal  demanded  the  ceffion  of  a  pretended  right  to  Marig- 
nan,  &c. 

Pruffia  demanded,  i.  The  acknowledgment  of  his  royal  dignity. 
a.  The  reftoration  of  the  principality  of  Orange,  with  the  eftates 
of  Chalon,  Chatel,  Belin,  &c.  in  Burgundy,  the  foveicignty  of 
Neufchatel.  3.  In  commerce,  the  fame  advantages  as  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

Savoy  demanded,  i.  The  fncceffion  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  after 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  2.  Exilles,  Feneftrelles,  Fort  Dauphin,  &c. 
as  a  barrier. 

Treves  demanded  the  reftoration  of  Treves,  and  the  poflefiion 
of  the  grand  priory,  caftle,  and  abby  of  Palermo. 

Munfter  and  Wertembcrg  demanded  the  expences  of  the  war, 
and.  the  latter  required  the  Jordfliip  of  Wifcnftmrg,   which  be- 
longed 
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Texpedient  que  vous  propoferez  pour  erri- 
pecher  a  jamais  le  grand  inconvenient  de 

i'uniorj 

X          V      -» 

de  la  Grande  Bretagne  ;  fes  nie-mes  ordres  feur  orit  6t6  reiteres 
plufieurs  fois,  et  nouvellement  encore  depuis  1'arrivee  du  Sieur 
Gaulrier.  Mefreurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  d' Angleterre  en  ayanf 
de  pareils,  et  fa  Majefte  comptant  beaucoup  fuf  requite,  et 
fur  les  lumieres  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  le  plan 
neceflaire  pour  le  retabiiffement  du  repos  de  1'Europe  doit  etre" 
bientot  forme.  Les  Plenipotentia;res  de  France  en  abregeront 
certainement  toutes  les  longueurs.  Le  Roi  s'aflure  aufii  que  la 
Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  aura  donn^fes  ordres  bien  pre- 
cis a  Meflieurs  les  Picnipotentiaires  d'ecarter  toutes  les  de- 
mandes  injuftes  de  fes  allies  qui  ne  peuvent  former  que  desem- 
barras.  Le  projet  du  traite  de  commerce  a  faire,  a  ete  envoy6 
d'Utrecht,  le  Roi  le  fait  examiner.  II  eft  tres  a  propos  qu'il 
ferve  de  pretexte  a  une  negocistion  pafticuliere^  cependant  fa 
Majefte  ne  veut  rien  omettre  pour  favorifer  le  commerce  de  la 
nation  Angloife,  en  tout  ce  qui  dependra  d'elle,  et  qui  ne  fera 
pas  abfolument  contraire  aux  intefets  de  fa  Majefte  et  a«  com- 
merce de  fes  fujets.  Le  Roi  croit  auffi  que  rien  n'eft  plus  con- 
forme  aux  intentions  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  et  aux 
afiurances  que  cette  Princefle  lui  donne,  de  vouloir  faire  revivfe 
la  bonne  correfpondance  entre  les  deux  nations.  Le  dernier  ar- 
ticle du  memoire  demande  certainement  une  grande  difcuflion, 
et  d'etre  murement  examine.  La  matiere  eft  fi  importante,  qu'on 
ne  doit  pas  s'arr^ter  aux  premieres  idees.  Plus  elles  font  fpe- 
cieufes,  plus  il  eft  dangereux  de  fe  kiifcr  tromper  par  la  facilite 
qu'on  croit  trouver  a  les  fuivre.  La  France  rte  pent  jamais  con- 
fentir  a  devenir  province  del'Efpagne,  &  1'Efpagne  penferade 
meme  a  1'egard  de  la  France;  il  eft  done  queftion  de  prendre 
des  mefares  folides  pour  empecher  1'union  des  deux  mo- 
narchies; mais  on  s'ecarteroit  abiolument  du  but  qu'on  fe 
propofe,  &  1'on  tomberoit  en  des  maux  infinis  pifes,  s'il  eft 
poflible,  que  celui  qu'on  veut  una^imement  fiviter,  fi  Tori  con- 
trevenoit  aux  lois  fondamentales  du  Royaume.  Suivantces  lois< 
le  Prince  le  plus  prpche  de  la  Couronne,  en  eft  hefitier  necff* 

longed  to  Bavaria,  with  Montbeliard,  and  fatisfaflion  for  New  Bri- 
fac,  &c. 

Heffe  Caflel  demanded  the  fortrefs  of  Rhinfels,  &c.  with  the  abo- 
lition of  the  45th  article  in  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick,  together  with 
bis  expences  in  the  war. 

Moft  of  the  allies  referred  a  power  of  increafing  their  demands. 

faire/ 
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Turnon  des  couronnes  de  Frahde  &  d'Ef- 
pagne,  mais  il  ne  faut  pas  dans  ces  occafions 

batir 

faire,  c'eft  un  patrimoirte  qu'il  revolt  rii  du  koi  fon  pfedecef- 
feur»  ni  du  peuple,  mais  du  benefice  de  la  loi,  en  forte  qu'un 
Roi  ceflant  de  vivre,  1'autre  lui  fuccede  fuffitotj  fans  attendre 
le  ccinfentement  de  qui  que  ce  foit.  II  fuccede,  non  comme 
heritier,  mais  comme  le  Monarque  du  royatime,  dont  la  feig- 
neurie  lui  nppartient,  non  par  choix,  mais  par  le  feul  droit  de 
fa  naifiance ;  ii  n'eft  redevable  de  fa  Couronne  ni  au  teftament 
de  fon  predecefleur,  ni  a  aiicun  edit,  ni  a  aucun  decret,  hi 
enfin  a  la  liberalite  de  perfonne,  mais  a  la  loi,  cette  loi  eft 
regardee  comme  I'ouvrage  de  cehii  qui  a  etabli  toutes  les  mo- 
narchies, &  nous  fommes  perfuades  en  France  que  Dieu  feul  la 
pent  abolir. 

"  Nulle  f enonciation  ne  peut  done  la  detruire,  &  fi  le  Roi  d'Ef- 
pagne  donnoit  la  ftenne  pour  le  bien  de  la  paix  &  par  obeiflance 
pour  le  Roi  fon  grandpere,  on  fe  tromperoit  en  la  recevant 
comme  nn  exp6dient  fiiffifant  pour  prevenir  le  mal  qu'on  fe 
propofe  d'eviter.  Ce  feroit,  au  contraire,  la  fource  des  plus 
grands  maux,  &  ce  feroit-  ouvrir  la  porte  a  des  guerres 
inteftines  dans  le  royaume,  dont  le  feu  embraiferoit  encore 
toute  1'Europe.  II  faut  done  chercher  d'autres  expediens  pour 
empecher  a  jamais  une  union  egalement  dangereufe  a  la 
France,  a  TEfpagne,  &  a  toute  1'Europe.  Le  leu  Roi  d'E- 
fpagne,  Charles  II,  avoit  fagement  pfevu  1'inconvenient  de 
la  reunion  des  deux  monarchies,  il  y  avoit  auffi  remedie  par 
fon  teftament,  car  en  meme-tems  qu'il  appelie  Philippe  V, 
alors  Due  d'Anjou,  a  la  fucceffion  de  fes  royaumes,  il  de- 
clare que  fi  ce  Prince,  heritant  la  Couronne  de  France  en 
prefere  ia  jouiflance  a  celle  de  la  Monarchic  d'Efpagne,  la  fuc- 
ceffion de  cette  monarchic  doit  pafler  a  Monfieur  le  Due  de 
Berry,  &  fi  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Berry  fuccede  a  la  Couronne 
de  France,  1'Archiduc,  fecond  fils  de  1'Empereur,  eft  appele, 
par  le  meme  teftament  a  la  fucceffion  d'Efpagne,  le  fils  aine 
de  1'Empereur  etant  exclus  par  la  meme  raifon  d'empecher 
1'union  de  la  Couronne  Imperiale  avec  celle  d'Efpagne.  De- 
puis  que  le  Roi  Philippe  V  regne,  il  a  declare  &  fait  enregitrer 
dans  les  confeils  d'Efpagne  que  les  defcendans  de  la  Reine 
Anne  d'Autriche  devoient  fucceder  a  la  couronne  d'Efpagre 
au  defaut  des  defcendans  de  la  feue  Reine  Marie  Therefe. 
Aufli  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Orleans,  fuccederoit  au  defaut  de 
Monfieur  le  Due  de  Berry.  Cette  difpofition  conforme  aux 
lois  &  de  la  France  &  de  1'Efpagne,  pourroit  etre  confirmee 
par  le  trair6  de  paix,  autorifee  nouvellement,  s'il  etoit  necef- 

VOL,  II.  Q  faire 
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batir  fur  le  fable,  &  prendre  inutilcment  bieit 
de  precautions  pour  aflurer  des  acles  qul 
d'eux-memes  feroicnt  nuls.  En  voulant  evi- 
ter  un  mal,  on  tomberoit  en  d'autres  beau- 
coup  plus  dangereux.  Je  vous  fiipplie,  done,, 
de  bien  examiner,  de  votre  cote,  cette  ma- 
tiere  importante,  &  de  compter,  comme 
j'ai  1'honneur  de  vous  le  marquer,  que  1'union 
des  deux  monarchies  feroit  mi  mal  plus 
grand  pour  la  France,  que  pour  1'Angle- 
terre,  &  pour  les  autres  etats  de  1'Europe* 
Comme  vous  paroiflez  fatisfait  du  Sieur 
Gaultier,  je  crois,  Monfieur,  que  vous  ferez 
bienaife  d'apprendre  que  le  Roi  lui  a  donne 
une  Abbaye.  Je  vous  fupplie  d'etre  per- 
fuade  qu'on  ne  peut  etre  plus  parfaitement 
que  je  fuis,  Monfieur,,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


feire,  par  les  cortes  ou  etats  du  Royaume  d'Efpagne.  Elle 
aflureroit  la  feparation  perpetuelle  des  deux  monarchies,  elle 
i\f.  feroit  plus  fujette  aux  inconvcniens  d'une  renonciation  qui 
ne  pent  jamais  etre  folide,  etant  faite  contre  les  lois.  Comme 
cette  renonciation  n'eft  propofee  dans  le  memoire  que  le  Sieur 
Gaultier  a  remis  que  comme  une  premiere  id6e,  il  faut  aufii 
recevoir  cette  nouvelle  propofition  comme  une  premiere  idee, 
&  fonger  ferieufement  aux  moyens  de  s'alTurer  contre  une  re- 
union t'galement  dangereufe  a  toute  1'Europe  ( i )." 

(i)  This  memoir  is  a  curious  explanation  of  the  diviae  and  in- 
defeafible  right  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  which,  however,  yielded 
to  the  ncceHity  of  the  times. 


A  Monfieur 
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A  Monfieur  de  T^orcy. 
De  Whitehall,  ce  231116  Mars,  V.S.  1711-12. 

JE  repondois  avant-hier,  a  votre  lettre  du 
zome  de  ce  mois,  N.S.  dans  le  terns  qu'un 
courier  m'apporta  celle  du  28me,  avec  le  me- 
rnoire  de  la  meme  date. 

La  Reine  croit  que  le  Sieur  Gaultier  vous 
aura  donne  fatisfaclion  fur  les  points  contenus 
dans  la  premiere  ;  &  fa  Majefte  m'a  com- 
mande  fans  perte  de  terns,  de  vous  com- 
muniquer  fes  fentimens  a  Tegard  de  Tarticle 
de  1'  union  des  deux  monarchies,  fur  lequel 
votre  derniere  depeche  roule  principalement. 
Les  facilites  qui  ont  ete  apportees  d'ici  a  la 
conclufion  d'une  paix  generale,  ont  ete  plus 
grandes  qu'on  auroit  pu  attendrede  la  ReiiiCj 
ou  que  tout  autre  puiflance  auroit  pu  contri- 
buer. 

Le  premier  motif  que  fa  Majefte  a  eu  de 
faire  toutes  ces  avances,  a  ete  une  ferme  con- 
nance  etablie  fur  des  aflurances  fi  Ibuvent 
repetees  de  la  part  de  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chre- 
tienne,  qu'elle  confentiroit  a  prendre  toutes 
les  mefures  necefTaires  pour  empecher  a  ja* 
mais  cette  union  fi  dangereufe  a  toute  1'  Eu- 
rope, 

L'expedient 
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Inexpedient  que  le  Sieur  Gaultier  a  etc  irr- 
ftruit  de  propofer,  eft  le  feul  qui  paroit  a  la 
Reine  capable  de  d'onner  la  moindre  efpe- 
rance  de  prevenir  cet  inconvenient ;  &  fa 
Majefte  obferve,  que  la  proposition  contenue 
dans  votre  memoire  lie  fait  que  con-firmer 
&  rendre  la  Reine  &  fes  allies  parties  a  un 
plan,  qui  a  ete  &  qui  eft  prefentement  plus- 
que  jamais  1'objet  de  leurs  craintes. 

II  n'eft  pas  neceflaire  que  j'entre  dans  le 
detail  des  objections  fur  lefquelles  on  peut 
infifter.  Vous  etes,  Monfieur,  trop  eclaire 
pour  ne  les  pas  voir  dans  toute  leur  etendue^ 
&  dans  toute  leur  force.  La  Reine  compte 
trop  fur  1'equite  du  Roi  votre  maltre,  & 
fur  le  defir  fincere  qu'il  a  temoigne  pour  la 
paix,  pour  pouvoir  s'imaginer  qu'il  deman- 
dera  qu'elle  fe  eontente  d'une  furete  anfli 
peu  folide  que  celie  qui  eft  propofee  dans 
le  memoire,  ou  qu'elle  foufFre  que  le  cas 
puifTe  arriver  que  celui  qui  fera  en  poffeffion 
de  la  couronne  d'Efpagne,  auroit  le  droit  de- 
fucceder  a  la  couronne  de  France..  Qmi 
nous  afrureroit  alors  que  ~ce  Prince  ne  fe 
.  ferviroit  de  fa  puiffance  pour  confer ver  1'une 
&  pour  acquerir  1'autre,  phi  tot  que  de  mon- 
ger une  moderation  fans  exemple  ? 

3  Nous- 
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Nous  voulons  bien  croire  que  vous  etes 
perfuades  en  France  que  Dieu  feul  peut 
abolir  la  loi  fur  laquelle  le  droit  de  votre 
fuccefliow  eft  fonde  ;  mais  yous  nous  per- 
mettrez  d'etre  perfuades  dans  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne,  qu'un  Prince  peut  le  departir  de  fon 
droit  par  une  ceflion  volontaire  ;  &  que  ce- 
lui  en  faveur  de  qui  cette  renonciation  fe 
fait,  peut  etre  juftement  foutenu  dans  fes 
preventions  par  les  puhTances  qui  deviennent 
garants  du  traite. 

Enfin,  Monfieur,  la  Reine  me  commande 
de  vous  faire  favoir  que  cet  article  eft  d'une 
ii  grand  confequence,  tant  pour  elle,  que 
pour  le  refte  de  1'Europe,  tant  pour  le  fiecle 
prefent,  que  pour  la  pofterite,  qu'elle  ne 
confentira  jamais  a  continuer  les  negocia- 
tions  de  paix,  a  moins  que  1'expedient  qu'elle 
a  propofe  ne  (bit  accepte,  ou  quelque  autre 
egalement  folide. 

Je  depeche,  demain,  un  courier  a  Mef- 
fieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  pour  leur  com- 
muniquer  les  ordres  de  la  Reine  fur  ce  fu- 
jet,  &  je  dois  vous  dire,  qu'ils  ne  pourront 
accepter  aucun  plan  pour  la  paix  generale, 
tout  railbnnable  qu'il  puifle  etre  a  d'autres 

egards, 
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egards,  s'ils  ne  recoivent  fatisfaction  fur  les 
moyens  d'empecher  cette  union. 

Ce  feroit  en  effet  de  batir  fur  le  fable, 
&  prendre  inutilement  bien  des  precautions, 
que  de  faire  la  paix  &  de  n'avoir  pas  pre- 
venu  un  danger  auffi  grand  &  aufli  probable 
que  celui-ci. 

On  voit  avec  beaucoup  de  fatisfaclion 
que  vous  fouhaitez  que  cette  nouvelle  pro*- 
pofition  ne  foit  regardee  que  comme  une 
premiere  idee ;  faifons  tout  ce  que  nous 
pourrons  de  part  &  d'autre,  afin  que  les  fe- 
condes  idees  s'approchent  de  plus  pres,  &  ne 
laiffons  pas  imparfait,  un  ouvrage  qui  a  et6 
tellement  avance  malgre  cette  oppofition  vive 
&  generale. 

Je  me  rejoui  de  ce  qu'il  a  [pin  au  Roi  de 
recompenfer  les  fervices  du  Sieur  Gaultier 
en  lui  donnant  une  Abbaye  ;  il  ne  manquera 
pas  d'etre  utile  a  Utrecht ;  ce  qu'il  y  a  de 
certain,  eft  qu'il  y  trouvera  les  Miniftres  de  la 
Reine  dans  la  difpofition  d'abreger  la  nego-f 
ciation.  Je  vous  prie  d'etre  perfuade  que 

Je  fuis,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN, 
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De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR,    v< 

De  Whitehall,  ce  241116  Mars,  V,S,  1711;  N»S.  1712. 

J'AI  trouve  a  propos  d'arreter  le  courier 
que  j'avois  refblu  de  depecher  hier,  pour 
attendre  la  lettre  que  Monfieur  le  Grand 
Treforier  fe  donne  Fhonneur  de  vous  ecrire. 

Dans  ce  terns,  nos  lettres  du  3ome,  N.S. 
font  arrives  d'Utrecht,  par  lefquelles  je  vois 
qu'il  y  a  eu  quelque  petit  different  entre  les 
fentimens  de  vos  Plenipotentiaires  &  des 
notres  fur  Implication  de  cet  article  qui 
promet  un  avantage  de  15  per  cent,  fur 
toutes  les  marchandifes  du  cru  &  de  la  ma- 
nufacture de  la  Grande  Bretagne.  J'efpere 
que  les  depeches  que  j'enverrai  demain  ap- 
planiront  cette  difficulte. 

Pourvu  que  nous  puiffions  nous  accorder 
fur  les  moyens  d'empecher  Tunion  des  deux 
monarchies,  on  doit  efperer  que  les  autres 

points  feront  regies  a   la  fatisfadion   com- 
mune. 

Ceux  qui  fouhaitent,  tant  ici  qu'ailleurs,  la 

continuation   de  la  guerre,  &  qui   fe   font 

oppofes  a  1'ouverture  des  conferences,  auront 

un  beau  fujet  dc  triomphe  en  cas  que  Texpe- 

Q  4  dient 
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client  a  cet  efFet  ne  foit  pas  proportionne  au 
danger  auquel  1'Europe  fe  trouve  expofee. 

Le  Sieur  Prior  m'a  montre  la  lettre  qu'ii 
a  re£u  de  votre  part.  Soyez  perfuade,  Moiw 
fieur,  que  la  Reine  a  nulle  intention  d'en- 
trer  en  conteflation  fur  les  interets  d'uq 
Cardinal  de  Bouillon  *,  Sa  Majelt6  fou- 
haite  d'accommoder  les  difBrents  qui  fub* 

iiftent,  et  de  ne  pas  creer  de  nouveaux, 
Je  fuis,  &c. 

Hf  St,  JEAN. 


A  Monfieur  k  Comte  de  MaffeL 

De  Whitehall,  ce  26me  Mars,  V.S.  1711-12. 

VOUS  n'aurez  pas  manque  d'apperce-? 
voir,  Monfieur,  par  la  conduite  des  Pleni- 
pptentiaires  de  la  Reine,  qua  ces  Meffieurs 
put  etc  inftruits  d'ayancer  les  interets  de 
fon  Alteflfe  Royale,  dans  la  conjoncture  pre- 
fente  le  plus  qu'il  leur  fera  poffible. 

De  moil    cote,   foyez  perfuade  que  rien, 

*  The  Qardinal  was  difgraced  by  Louis  XIV,  in  1700, 
without  affigning  any  reafon  ;  though  it  is  probable  that  his 
attachment  to  his  friend  Fcnelon,  Archbifhop  of  Cambray, 
then  under  profecution  for  having  adopted  the  contemplative 
tenets  of  the  Quietefts,  drew  upon  him  the  difnleafure  of  the 
Court.  In  1710,  efcorted  by  his  nephew,  the  Prince  d'Au- 
vero  ne,  he  fled  from  France  to  the  army  of  the  allies. 
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jie  (era  neglige  pour  procurer  des  ordres 
convenables  de  la  Reine,  &  pour  les  ren* 
forcer,  le  rnieux  que  je  puis  dans  la  com- 
munication que  j'en  donne  a  nos  Miniftres 
que  font  a  Utrecht, 

Vous  connoiffez  affez  la  Bretagne,  la  con- 
ftitution  de  notre  governement,  &  la  fitua^ 
tion  prefente  de  nos  partis,  pour  fentir  toutes 
les  difficultes  &  tous  les  dangers,  que  ceux 
qui  font  dans  les   affaires,   a  1'heure   qu'il 
eft,  doivent  effuyer,     C'eft  par-la  que  vous 
aurez  auffi,  une  idee  jufte  des  detours  qu'il 
faut  qu'ils  prennent,  &  des  mefures  qu'ils 
out  a  garder  prefque  dans  chaque  pas  qu'ils 
avancent.      En  meme-tems,  1'Empereur  & 
les    Etats-Generaux,    loin    de    nous    favoir 
bon    gre   des   efforts  que  nous  avons    faits 
juiques  ici,    courent    rifque  de  tout  boule- 
verfer,    plutot   que  de  concourir  de  bonne 
grace  a  faire  la  paix,  meme  apres  qu'il  eft 
clevenu  indubitable,  par  le  precede  denotre 
Chambre-Baife,    que   la  guerre  ne  pourra 
plus  etre  [foutenu  fur  Tancien  pied.     Je  ne 
vois  dans  de  telles  circonftances  qu'un  expe- 
dient qui  nous  puiife  tirer  d'affaires,  &  em- 
pecher  la  continuation  d'une  guerre  qui  fera 
dorenavant  languiffante,  c'eft  le  meme  dont 
jious  nous  fommes  fouveut  entretenus,  que 

la 
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la.  Reine,  que  foil  Altefle  Royal e,  &  les 
autres  puiflances  qui  fouhaitent  une  paix 
raifonnable,  s'uniflfent  etroitement  enfemble, 
qu'ils  s'entendent  &  qu'ils  s'entr'aident  fur 
leurs  interets  particuliers,  &  en  cas  que  Ja 
France  leur  donne  fatisfaclion  fur  ces  points 
&  fafle  des  offres  avantageufes  aux  autres 
allies,  pourquoi  ne  pas  ie  declarer  pour  un 
plan  qui  retablira  le  repos  de  1'Europe  ? 

Vous  avez  certainement  eu  grande  raifon 
devous  appuyer  fur  1'article  fixieme  de  votre 
traite,  &  je  ne  doute  point  que  nos  Miniftres 
ne  fe  fervent,  tant  aupres  des  Francois 
qu'aupres  des  Hollandois,  des  inftances  que 
vous  avez  fait  pour  montrer  la  juftice,  & 
meme  la  neceffite  qu'il  y  a  de  procurer  a 
fbn  Altefle  Royale,  une  convenable  indem- 
nifation  des  droits  qu'il  pourra  perdre. 

J'ecris  aujourd'hui  an  Garde  du  Seau- 
Prive,  &:  au  Comte  de  StrafFord,  fur  ce  fii- 
jet;  &  je  fais  qu'en  les  excitant  a  travail- 
ler  pour  vos  interets,  je  fais  ma  cour  a  la 
Reine,  ma  maitreffe. 

Faites-moi  la  juftice  de  croire  que  je  fuis 
&c. 

Je  vous  prie  de  bien  faire  mes  compli- 
mens  a  Monfieur  le  Marquis  du  Bourg. 

A  Monfieur 
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A  Monjieur  Marfchalch. 
De  Whitehall,  ce  26me  Mars,  V.S.   1711-12. 

J'AI  vu,  Monfieur,  avec  beaucoup  de 
plaifir,  par  votre  lettre  du  19-30016  de  ce 
mois,  que  vous  etiez  arrive  en  Hollande, 
/&  que  vous  efperiez  vous  rencjre  le  lende- 
main  a  Utrecht.  Vos  boas  offices  y  feront 
d'une  grande  utilite  dans  la  corjonclure  pre- 
fente  ;  ceux  qui  fouhaitent,  pour  leurs  avan- 
tages  particuliers,  la  continuation  de  la 
•  guerre,  ne  fe  rebutent  pas  ;  de  1'autre  cote, 
les  Francois  font  tres  capables  de  fe  roidir, 
&  de  tacher  de  pronter  de  la  defunion  des 
allies.  II  faut,  mon  cher  Monfieur,  que  les 
bien-intentionnes  s'oppofent  dans  ces  deux 
cas,  &  aux  uns  &  aux  autres. 

Vous  vous  fbuviendrez  peut-etre  de  ce  que 
j'ai  eu  rhonneur  de  vous  dire  des  fentimens 
(le  la  Reine  fur  1'article  de  1'union  des  deux 
Monarchies.     Je  fuis  perfuade  que   le  Roi 
votre  maitre  envifagera  cet  article  comme 
Je  point  eifentiel   de  toute   la   negociation, 
&  qu'il  croira  qu'il  ne  faut  jamais  confentir 
que  le  cas  puiffe  arriver,  que  le   Prince  qui 
fera  fur  le  trone  d'Efpagne,  foit  appelle  par 
de  fucceflion  a  celui  de  France :  cette 

maxime 
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maxime  etant  une  fois  pofee,  il  en  refalte, 
par  une  confequence  neceffaire,  que  nous 
devons  etablir  la  fucceflion  de  la  Couronne 
de  France  dans  le  Traite  futur,  a  Pexclufion 
du  Roi  Philip,  &  d'exiger  de  lui  une  renon- 
ciation  en  faveur  de  Monfieur  de  Berry,  &c. 
Les  Franyois  ne  manqueront  pas  de  re- 
pondre,  que  ce  feroit  fe  troraper  que  d'accep- 
ter  une  telle  renonciation,  parce  qu'etant 
faite  centre  cette  loi  divine,  fur  laquelle  la 
fucceffion  de  leur  Couronne  eft  etablie,  elle 
feroit  nulle ;  peut-etrfe  propoferont-ils  que 
nous  confirmions  le  teftament  de  Charles  I T, 
par  lequel  Philip  aura  fon  choix,  dans  le  cas 
de  la  Mort  du  Roi  &  du  Dauphin  de  France 
de  celle  des  deux  Couronnes  qui  lui  con- 
viendra  le  mieux.  &  s'il  veut  resrner  en 

'  O 

France,  le  Due  de  Berry  iuccedera  a  la  mo- 
narchic d'Efpagne. 

Mais  un  expedient  de  cette  nature  feroit 
en  meme-tems  &  peu  folide  &  honteux 
pour  les  allies  ;  ce  feroit  confirmer  un  tefta- 
ment, qui  a  ete  &  qui  eft  prefentement  plus 
que  jamais,  1'objet  de  nos  juftes  craintes. 

Philip,  difent-ils,  ne  peut  pas  renoncer  a 
fbn  droit  de  fucceder  a  la  Couronne  de 
France,  comment  done  renoncera-t-il  a  la 

Couronne 
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Couronne  me  me  fi  elle  tui  tombe  en  par- 
tage ;  &  s'il  ne  peut  pas  renoncer  a  la 
Couronne,  comment  aura-t-il  ce  choix^  que 
Je  teftament  fuppofe  r 

Soyons  fermes  fur  ce  point,  tout  horn  me 
peut  faire  une  cefllon  volontaire  de  fon  droit, 
&  ceux  qui  font  garands  d'un  accord  peu- 
vent  juftement  foutenir  les  pretenfions  de 
celui  en  faveur  duquel  une  refignation  vo- 
lontaire aura  ete  faite  ;  fur  le  premier  plan, 
Finteret  de  la  maifon  de  Bourbon,  s'ac- 
cordera  avec  Finteret  general  de  FEurope; 
fur  Fautre,  nous  n'avons  que  la  vie  d'tm 
Gar9on  de  trois  ans  pour  toute  furete. 

Je  vous  ecris  avec  ouverture,  &:  peut-etre 
avec  chaleur,  fur  cet  article,  mais  vous 
m'excuferez  quand  vous  confiderez  qu'a 
moins  que  nous  prevenions  cette  union,  nous 
jetons,  en  faifant  la  paix,  les  femences  de 
nouvelles  guerres,  &  le  fondement  d'uii  pou- 
voir  qui  ne  peut  pas  manquer  d'etre  dange- 
reux  a  toute  FEurope.  Je  fuis,  &c. 
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To  the  Lords  Plenipotentiaries* 
MY  LORDS, 

Whitehall,  March  26th,  1711-12* 

.  I  CANNOT  be  forry  that  the  French 
are  fo  near  agreeing  with  the  Minifters  of' 
Pruffia ;  I  wifh  to  hear  that  our  interefts, 
thofe  of  Savoy,  and  thofe  of  the  empire, 
were  likewife  adjufled.  If  this  was  done, 
and  reafonable  offers  made  to  the  reft  of  the 
confederates,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  but 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  would  addrefs  the 
Queen,  to  declare  for  peace  upon  fuch  a  plan* 
When  1  fay  this  to  your  Lordmips^  I  frill 
fuppofe  the  great  article,  the  preventing  the 
union  of  the  two  crowns,  adjufted  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  fecure  Europe  from  that 
fatal  contingency  which  is  now  more  than 
ever  to  be  apprehended. 

To  the  reflections  contained  in  my  letter 
to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  upon  his  propofition, 
I  cannot  forbear  adding  another  grofs  ab- 
iurdity,  which  occurs  to  me  as  I  write.  In 
cafe  the  Duke  of  Anjou's  right  to  the  Crown 
of  France  comes  to  take  place,  he  is  not 
to  enjoy  both  ;  how  can  he  choofe  if  he  can- 
not renounce  either  ?  And  can  he  renounce 

the 
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the  Crown  of  France,  and  not  the  right 
to  it  ?  I  believe  it  will  be  worth  your  Lord- 
fhips'  while  to  ufe  more  than  ordinary  painsr 
with  fuch  of  the  allies  particularly  as  are 
nearett  coming  to  an  agreement,  to  render 
them  firm  upon  this  article.  The  Pruffian 
minifter  might  furely  be  managed,  and  I 
think  that  a  lure  might  be  held  out  to  thole 
of  Savoy,  which  they  will  not  fail  to  ttoop 
at.  I  mean  the  impoffibility  of  their  matter's 
family  ever  fucceeding  to  the  crown  of  Spain, 
if  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon  are  to  retain 
a  right  to  both  the  crowns,  and  the  chance 
which  they  may  have,  by  a  proper  expedient, 
of  fitting  on  the  Spanifli  throne. 

MafFei  writ  me  a  letter  fome  time  ago,  to 
claim  the  performance  of  thofe  promifes  of 
good  offices  which  had  been  often  made 
him.  I  have  anfwered  him,  that  he  fees 
and  knows  the  difficulties  which  we  labour 
under,  and  the  meafures  which  we  have  to 
keep ;  but  I  was  fure  it  would  be  your  Lord- 
fhip's  care  to  advance,  according  to  the 
Queen's  intentions,  '  his  matter's  interefl 
wherever  your  interpofition  might  be  ufe- 
ful ;  and  that  you  would  live  with  him  and 
his  colleagues  in  great  terms  of  confidence. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Harley  is,  I  make  no  doubt,  long  be- 
fore this,  with  your  Lordfhips  ;  and  I  hope 
he  has  fully  explained  the  Queen's  defires 
and  views  to  you,  at  leaft  he  is  as  amply 
inftru&ed  in  them  as  I  am  able  to  inform 
him  ;  the  conduct  of  this  matter  is  in  fo  good 
hands  that  I  am  hopeful  an  anfwerable  event 
may  be  expected ;  the  truth  is,  the  impatience 
of  the  peaceable  among  us  runs  high,  and 
the  hopes  of  the  warriors  rife  by  delay. 

If  your  Lordfhips  are  able  to  fettle  any 
plan  with  the  French,  which  may  be  the 
foundation  of  a  reafonable  peace,  her  Ma- 
jefty  thinks  that  it  may  be  proper  and  ex* 
tremely  ufeful  that  the  Earl  of  StrafFord 
fhould  himfelf  come  over  upon  that  occafion, 

I  am,  &c. 


To  Colonel  King. 

Whitehall,  Marchagth,  1712. 
I  AM  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the 
letters  which  I    have    received   from  you, 
and  for  the  inftruclive  accounts  which  you 
have  tranfmitted  to  me. 

The  hurry  in  which  I  live,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  your  fituation,  mult   eompofe 

my 
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my  apology  for  not  correfponding  punctually 
with. you;  my  filence  could  proceed  from 
no  other  reafon,  fince  I  have  the  trueft 
value  for  your  merit ;  and  the  warmeft 
affection  for  your  perlbn. 

Colonel  Butler  goes  from  hence  to  Lif- 
bon,  and  from  thence  to  Gibraltar ;  to  his 
care  I  commit  this  letter,  and  wherever  you 
are,  *  he  will  probably  convey  it  to  you. 
The  Duke  of  Argyle  is  arrived  here  fome 
days  ago ;  by  his  report  of  things,  it  ap- 
pears how  necefTary  that  order  was  which 
lent  him  to  Port  Mahon,  I  make  no  difpute 
but  the  Queen  will  find  the  fame  good  fruit 
from  my  Lord  Portmore's  infpecHon  of  Gib- 
raltar*. 

Let,  me  hear  from  you  as  often  as  you 
can,  and  be  perfuaded  that  your  welfare  and 
profperity  are  fincerely  at  the  heart  of 
Your  ever  faithful,  &c. 


*  Beetfon,  in  his  Political  Index,  has  inferted  the  Earl  of 
Portmore  Governor  of  Gibraltar  in  1706,  and  the  Duke  of 
as  Governor  of  Minorca  in  1709. 
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¥o  the  Earl  of  Portmore. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  March  29*,  1712. 

I  CANNOT  refufe  Colonel  Butler,  who 
is  going  to'his  regiment,  to  give  yourLord- 
mip  the  trouble  of  a  letter,  which  may  ferve 
as  his  introducer  to  you.  His  own  merit 
will  fufficiently  recommend  him  to  your 
Lordfhip's  favour,  when  he  has  the  honour 
of  being  known  to  you  ;  in  the  mean  time, 
I  flatter  myfelf  that  I  mall  be  fo  happy  as 
to  procure  him  your  patronage. 

I  take  it  that  he  will  be  under  Mr.  Stan- 
wix,  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Gibraltar  ; 
and  if  your  Lordfhip  mould  fo  think  fit,  he 
might  naturally  be  Lieutenant-governor 
there.  I  fuppofe  that  there  cannot  be  any 
objection  to  this  upon  the  account  of  the 
perfon  who  now  has  that  employment.  We 
hope  foon  to  hear  that  your  Lordmip  has 
put  things  into  fome  order  at  Gibraltar, 
where  hitherto  they  have  been  in  the  utmoft 
confulion,  and  under  the  loofeft  manage- 
ment ;  little  has  been  done  at  any  time  on 
the  fide  of  Portugal ;  and  I  doubt  that  no- 
thing is  to  be  hoped  for  now,  lince  the 
2  Queen 
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Queen  has,  on  the  application  of  her  Com- 
mons, determined  no  longer  to  take  the 
entire  load  of  that  war  upon  herfelf,  but  to 
infift  that  his  Imperial  Majefty  and  the 
States-General  do  furnifK  for  the  future  their 
thirds  towards  the  fupport  of  it. 

Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon  will,  in  this 
cafe,  be  all  that  we  have  left  to  mow  for 
thofe  immenle  fums  which  have  been  ex- 
pended, and  for  that  blood  which  has  been 
med  in  thofe  parts.  By  retaining  of  thefe 
places,  we  may  hope  to  acquire  fome  recom- 
pence  to  Britain ;  from  the  gratitude  of  thofe 
for  whom  we  have  wafted  ourfelves,  I  would 
not  expecYfo  much  as  thanks. 

I  flatter  myfelf  that  I  fhall  have  foon  the 
happinefs  of  feeing  your  Lordmlps  here ; 
wherever  you  are,  I  remain, 

My  Lord,  with  much  truth  and  refpeft, 
Your  Lordfhip's,  &c. 


De  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

J'AI  re9u,  par  le  courier  revenu  de  Lon- 
dres,  les  lettres  que  vous  m'aves  fait  1'hon- 
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neur  de  m'ecrire  le  2$me  et  le  24me  de 
Mars j  V.S»  et  j'ai  remarque,  avec  beaucoup 
de  plaifir,  que  vons  contiez  que  les  condi- 
tions du  traite  de  paix  feroient  bientot  re- 
glees  a  la  fatisfaclion  commune,  fi  Ton  pou- 
voit  s'accorder  fur  les  moyens  d'empecher 
la  reunion  des  monarchies  de  France  et 
d'Efpagne. 

Je  crois,  Moniieui\  qu'il  ne  doit  pas  etrc 
impoffible  de  trouver  un  expedient  dont 
toute  1'Europe  a  egaiement  interet  de  con- 
venir,  et  puifque  vous  ne  vous  arretez  pas 
uniquement  a  celui  que  le  Sieur  Gaultier 
m*avoit  propofe  de  votre  part,  j'efpere  que 
les  fecondes  idees  feront  plus  heureufes  que 
ne  Font  ete  les  premieres ;  fi  elles  ne  vous 
plaifent  pas  encore  entierement,  ayez  la 
bonte  de  me  communiquer  ce  qu'on  pour- 
roit  y  ajonter,  ou  bien  en  retrancher  ;  enfin, 
Monfieur,  travaillons  vivement  et  fa'ns  pre- 
vention, a  raccompliirement  d'un  ouvragc 
auffi  important  que  celui  de  la  paix. 

Comme  la  principale  difficulte  qui  s'op- 
pofe  encore  a  ia  concluiion  eft  Tembarras  de 
trouver  des  furetes  fuffilantes  pour  empecher 
la  reunion  pernicieufe  des  monarchies  de 
France  et  d'Efpagne,.  le  Roi  propofe  de  con- 

venir 
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venir,  par  le  traite  de  paix,  dont  toutes  les 
puiiTances  de  1'Europe  feront  garants,  que  fi 
jamais  le  Roi  d'Efpagne,  Philippe  V,  ou  le 
Prince  fon  fils,  ou  celui  de  leurs  enfans 
qui  leur  {ucoedera  au  royaume  d'Efpagne, 
ou  I'heritier  le  plus  prochain  et  prefomptif, 
jo.u  le  fuccefTeur  de  la  couronne  de  France 
qui  1'a  prefere  a  la  couronne  d'Efpagne,  celle 
d'Efpagne  appartiendra,  de  plein  droit,  au 
Prince  dont  il  fera  convenu  par  le  meme 
jtraite  pour  la  pofleder  ;  que  non-feulement  le 
Roi  Philippe  fignera  et  ratifiera  cette  condi- 
tion du  traite,  mais  encore  que  toutes  les 
puiflances  de  1'Europe  s'engageront  avec  la 
France,  a  maintenir  cet  article,  en  forte  que 
il  le  Prince  de  la  maifon  de  France,  qui  reg- 
nera-eii  Eipagne,  veut  exercer  fon  droit  fur 
la  couronne  de  France,  dans  le  cas  que  je 
viens  de  marquer,  il  foit  oblige  de  renoncer  a 
fes  droits,  &  a  ceux  de  fes  defcendans  fur 
TEfpagne,  d'en  fortir  &  de  palTer  en  France, 
avec  tous  fes  enfans,  Princes  &  PrincefTes. 
Que  s'il  prefere  la,  couronne  d'Efpagne  a 
pelle  de  France,  ou  a  la  qualite  d'heritier  & 
de  fucceiTeur  immediat  de  la  couronne  de 
France,  il  foit  oblige  de  renoncer,  en  fa^ 
yeur  de  la  branche  qui  fuivra  de  plus  pres 
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la  fienne,  &  qui  fera  demeuree  en  France, 
a  fes  droits  &  a  ceux  de  fes  enfans  fur  la 
meme  couronne  de  France,  en  forte  que, 
ce  cas  arrivant,  le  Roi  Catholique,  ou  celui 
qui  regneroit  en  la  place,  auroit  feulement 
le  choix,  comme  etant  Tame ;  mais  il  ne 
pourroit  pofTeder  les  deux  monarchies  en- 
lemble,  ou  heriter  celle  de  France  &  laiffer 
celle  d'Elpagne  a  Tun  de  ies  enfans. 

Si  vous  demandez,  Monfieur,  quelle  pre- 
caution Ton  prendra  pour  aflurer  une  renon- 
ciation  que  je  vous  ai  reprefente  comme 
contraire  a  Tordre  etabli  en  France  pour  la 
fucceffion  a  la  courqnne,  je  repondrai,  pre- 
mierement,  qu'il  n'y  pas  lieu  de  croire  que 
le  Roi  d'Efpagne  choilifle  la  couronne  d'Ef- 
pagne  preferablement  a  celle  de  fes  peres, 
par  mille  raifons,  aiiees  a  comprendre,  &  trop 
longues  a  deduire.  Secondement,  que  s'il 
etoit  affez  mal  confeille  pour  faire  un  pa- 
reil  choix,  la  precaution  la  plus  fure,  feroit 
celle  que  vous  infinuez,  Monfieur,  par  'la 
lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  Fhonneur  de 
m'ecrire ;  c'eft  a  dire,  1'engagement  folen- 
nel  que  toutes  les  puiffances  de  1'Europe 
prendront,  par  le  traite  de  paix,  de  maintenir 

une 
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une  difpofition  faite  en  vue  de  conferver  la 
liberte  &  la  tranquillite  commune. 

Puifque  la  claufe  du  teftament  du  feu  Roi 
d'Efpagne  Charles  II,  qui  appelle  Monfieur 
le  Due  de  Berry,  paroit  un  nouvel  obftacle  a 
la  paix,  plutot  qu'un  expedient  capable  d*em- 
pecher  1'union  des  deux  Monarchies,  il  femble 
qu'on  pourroit  convenir  du  Roi  de  Portugal, 
.pour  transferer  fur  fa  tete  la  couronne  d'Ef- 
pagne, auffitot  que  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  feroit 
appele  a  la  fucceffion  de  France,  &  qu'il 
1'auroit  prefere  a  la  monarchic  d'Efpagne. 

Le  mariage.du  Roi  de  Portugal  avec  une 
Princeffe  de  la  maifon  d'Autriche,  ferviroit 
de  pretexte  a  la  difpofition  a  faire  en  faveur 
de  ce  Prince ;  &  s'il  ne  convient  pas  de 
penfer  a  lui  pour  etre  Roi  d'Efpagne,  on 
pourrroit,  fur  le  meme  fondement,  choifir 
le  Prince  qui  epouferoit  Tune  des  Archi- 
duchefles  fillcs  de  1'Empereur  Jofeph. 

Enfin,  le  Due  de  Savoye  etant  appele, 
par  le  teftament  des  derniers  Rois  d'Eipagne, 
au  defaut  de  la  Maifon  d'Autriche,  il  pour- 
roit auffi  etre  choiii.  Mais  commc  un  Roi 
d'Efpagne,  maitre  de  Piemont  &  de  la  Sa- 
voye, feroit  un  voifin  dangereux  pour  la 
France,  le  Roi  fe  verroit  oblige  de  dernander 
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pour  barriere,  non-feulement  la  reftitutioit 
des  places  d'Exilles  &  de  Feneftrelles,  mais 
encore  la  ceffion  de  la  Savoye  &  du  comte 
de  Nice. 

Pour  afTurer  encore  plus  folidement  le  re- 
pos  de  TEurope,  on  pourroit  convenir,  par 
le  traite  de  paix,  que  les  mefures  prifes 
pour  empecher  Funion  des  deux  monarchies 
feroient  re9ues  &  confirmees  par  les  cortes 
ou  etats  des  rojaumes  d'Efpagne. 

Je  fouhaite,  Monfieur,  que  ce  plan  foit 
conforme  aux  vues  &  aux  fcntimens  de  la 
Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  &  je  ne  puis 
m'empecher  de  Tefperer,  puifque  c'eft  de 
vous  que  vient  la  penfee  de  faire  garantir 
les  renonciations  par  les  puiflances  qui  llg- 
neront  le  traite  de  paix,  &  certainement  il 
n'y  a  point  de  meilleures  precautions  a 
prendre  pour  aflurer  la  validite  de  ces  acles, 
que  de  le  ftipuler  par  un  traite  folennel, 
dont  toute  1'Europe  a  interet  de  maintenir 
Texecution. 

JLe  Roi  m'ordonne  d'avertir  Meffieurs  les 
Plenipotentiaires  de  ce  que  j'ai  1'honneur  de 
vous  ecrire ;  6c  j'efpere,  Monlieur,  que  1'union 
&  la  bonne  intelligence  entre  fa  Majefte  & 
la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  ie  forti- 

fieront 
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fieront  tous  les  jours,  de  maniere  que  les 
ennemis  de  la  paix  n'auront  pas  fujet  de 
triompher. 

Vous  aurez  le  plaifir  de  les  faire  taire,  & 
je  ne  defire  pas  moins  celuj  de  trouver  les 
occafions  des  vous  marquer  que  je  fuis,  tres 
parfaitement,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

A  Marli,  le  8me  Avril,  1712. 

DE  TORCY. 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  6me  Avril,  V*S.  1712. 

JE  reponds  a  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez 
fait  1'honneur  de  m'ecrire  le  8me  de  ce  mois, 
N.S.  &  que  j'ai  reyu  par  le  meme  courier 
qui  m'avoit  apporte  votre  precedente. 

Soyez  perfuade,  Monfieur,  que  nous  con- 
tinuerons  ici  a  travailler  vivement  &  fans 
prevention  a  1'accompliffement  du  grand 
ouvrage  de  la  paix  -,  les  conditions  de  laquelle 
feront  bientot  reglees  a  la  fatisfaclion  com- 
mune, fi  Ton  peut  s'accorder  fur  les  moyens 
d'empecher  la  reunion  des  monarchies  de 
France  £c  d'Efpagne. — -Vous  voyez,  Mon- 
fieur, que  je  perfifte  dans  mon  fentiment. 

Chacun 
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Chacun  de  nos  allies  a  fes  vues  particu- 
lieres,  elles  ne  font  pas  toutes  peut-etre  ren- 
fermees  dedans  les  bornes  de  la  raifon ;  il 
y  en  a  auffi  beaucoup  qui  font  irepugnantes 
les  nnes  aux  autres  ;  a  ces  points  il  ne  .  faut 
pas  regarder  de  fi  pres,  &  des  facilites  de 
part  &  d'autre  ne  manqueront  pas  de  reduire 
tous  ces  differents  a  un  milieu  jufte  &  equi- 
table. Mais  1'article  de  1'union  des  deux  mo- 
narchies eft  d'une  nature  &  d'une  importance 
telle  qu'on  n'y  peut  faire  le  moindre  faux- 
pas,  qu'il  ne  devienne  fatal ;  &  tous  les 
avantages  qu'il  eft  poffible  de  ftipuler  fe- 
roient  payes  trop  cher,  en  'acceptant  un  .ex- 
pedient peu  folide  pour  obvier  a  un  danger  fi 
reel. 

Je  vous  avone,  Monfieur,  que  les  fecondes 
idees  font  plus  heureufes  que  les  premieres, 
&  qu'elles  applaniffent  beaucoup  de  diffi- 
cultes,  en  meme-tems  qu'elles  diffipent  beau- 
coup  de  nos  craintes  ;  pour  eviter  tout  equi- 
voque, &  pour  prevenir  le  moindre  mefen- 
tendu  fur  un  fujet  fi  delicat,  vous  me  per- 
mettrez  d'expiiquer  le  fens  dans  lequel  fa 
Majefle  cntend,  &  les  termes  clont  vous  vous 
fervez,  &  le  plan  que  vous  propofez  par 
ordre  du  Roi. 

Vous 
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Vous  propofez  done,  que  le  Prince  qui 
regne  prefentement  en  Efpagne  n'attende 
pas  felon  votre  premier  projet,  que  la  cou- 
ronne  de  France  lui  revieime  pour  faire  fon 
choix  de  celle  des  deux  qu'il  veut  preferer 
a  1'autre  ;  mais  que  d'abord  qu'il  eft  devenu 
ou  fucceffeur  immediat,  ou  heritier  prcfomp- 
tif  de  la  couronne  de  France,  il  foit  oblige 
de  declarer  fon  option,  &  vous  etabliflez  la 
meme  regie  pour  fes  defcendans. 

Or,  Monfieur,  la  Reine  croit  que  Tobjec- 
tion  qui  a  etc  faite  a  votre  premiere  propo- 
(ition,  aura,  en  quelque  fa^on,  lieu  a  1'cgard 
de  celle-ci;  car  dans  aucun  des  deux  cas 
que  vous  pofez,  comment  TEurope  fera-t- 
elle  afluree  que  cette  option  fe  fera  ?  Toutes 
les  puiffances,  direz-vous,  feront  garantes  de 
cet  accord  ;  une  telle  garantie  pourra  veri- 
tablement  former  une  grande  alliance  pour 
porter  la  guerre  contre  le  Prince  qui  voudra 
violer  les  conditions  du  traite ;  maig  nous 
cherchons  plutot  les  moyens  d'empecher, 
que  ceux  de  foutenir,  des  nouvelles  guerres. 

Enfni,  Monfieur,  ne  faut-il  pas  avouer, 
qu'il  ne  fe  trouve  aucun  expedient  qui  puifTe 
efFeclivement  mettre  1'Europe  a  couvert  du 
danger  qui  la  menace  par  la  reunion  des 

deux 
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deux  monarchies,  a  moins  que  le  Prince  qui 
eft  prefentement  en  pofTeflion  d'Efpagne,  ne 
fafle,  desa  cette  heure,  fon  choix,  &  a  moins 
que  felon  le  choix  qu'il  fera,  1'ordre  des  deux 
iuccerlions  ne  fok  etabli  dans  le  traite"  de  Ig. 
paix  generate. 

C'eft  avec  une  tres  grande  fatisfactibn 
que  la  Reine  obferve  que  ce  plan  n'eft  pas 
fort  eloigne  de  celui  que  fa  Majefte  Tres 
Chretienne  lui  a  fait  communiquer.  Rai- 
fonnons,  en  premier  lieu,  s'il  vous  plait,  fiir 
la  fuppofition  que  le  Prince  fufdit  preferera 
la"  couronne  de  fes  ancetres  a  celle  d'Elpagne. 
It  n'y  a  dans  la  nature  qu'un  feul  cas  qui 
puiffe  arriver  pour  lui  rendre  la  proportion 
que  nous  faifons  moins  avantageufe  que  celle 
que  vous  faites.  Pardonnez-moi,  Monfieur, 
fi  je  fais  deux  fuppofitions  tres  defagreables, 
mais  neceflaires  pour  reclairciiTement  de  la 
queftion  que  nous  diicutons. 

Si  le  jeune  Dauphin  veiipit  a  mourir,  le 
Prince  dont  nous  parlous  feroit  iucceffeur  im- 
mediat  de  la  couronne  de  France  ;  dans  ce 
cas  done,  il  ne  pourra  rien  perdre  en  failant 
choix  de  la  couronne  de  France  des  a  pre- 
lent. 

Sa  Majelle  Tres  Chretienne  (que  Dien 

conferve 
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conferve  tongues  annees !)  venant  a  deceder, 
le  meme  Prince  feroit  heritier  prefomptif  de 
la  couronne  de  France  :  dans  ce  cas  que  per- 
dra-t-il  pour  avoir  fait  fon  choix  de  la  ma- 
niere  que  la  Reine  le  ibuhaite  ?   Dira-t-on 
qu'il  courre  rifque  de  quitter  1'Efpagne,  &  de 
ne   pas   acquerir   la   France  ?    Vous  voyez, 
Monfieur,  qu'il  feroit  expofe  au  meme    in. 
convenient  felon  le  plan  que  vous  avez  dreflfe. 
De  tout  ce  que  je  viens  de  dire,  la  Reine 
Croit,  Monfieur,  qu'il  refulte,  qu'il  eft  egale- 
ment  avantageux  au  Prince  dont  il  s'agit,  de 
ehoHir  la  couronne  de  France  prefentement, 
ou  de  le  faire  dans  aucun  des  deux  circon- 
ftances  marquees  dans  votre  lettre,  &  vous 
ferez,  fans  doute,  convaincu  que  la  iurete  de 
F Europe  fera  infiniment  mieux  etablie  d'une 
maniere  que  de  Tautre. 

Si  nous  raifonnons  fur  la  fuppofition  que 
ce  Prince  choifira  la  couronne  d'Efpagne,  il 
eft  inconteftable,  premierement,  qu'il  vaut 
mieux  &  pour  lui,  &  pour  nous,  que  cette 
declaration  fe  faffe  pendant  le  congres  d'U- 
trecht,  que  dans  tout  autre  terns.  Seconde- 
ment,  que  la  garantie  des  puifTances  de  1'Eu- 
rope  fera  beaucoup  plus  capable  d'empecher 
qu'il  retourne  en  France  centre  la  renoncia- 

tioa 
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tion  formelle  qu'il  aura  fait  de  ce  droit,  que 
de  le  contraindre  d'abandonner  une  couronne 
dont  il  fera  en  poffeffion,  &  de  fe  departir 
d'une  pretenfion.  a  laquelle  il  n'aura  pas  re- 
nonce. 

Je  vous  ai,  Monfieur,  reprefente  le  plus 
diftinclement  qu'il  m'a  ete  poffible,  les  fen- 
timens  de  la  Reine  fur  le  contenu  de  votre 
derniere  lettre.  Sa  Majefte  ne  cherche  que 
la  furete  commune,  le  Roi  Tres  Chretien  a 
le  memes  vues.  Au  nom  de  Dieu,  pour 
vouloir  raffiner  dans  la  negociation,  ne  per- 
drons  point  les  fruits  que  nous  fommes  prets 
a  cueillir.  Que  le  Roi  votre  maitre,  &  la 
Reine  ma  maitreiTe,  partagent  la  gloire  de 
donner  la  paix  a  TEurope,  &  que  ceux  qui 
fouhaitent  de  rompre  les  conferences  par  les 
evenemens  de  la  campagne  trouvent  leurs 
projets  renverfes  par  la  prompte  conclufion  du 
traite. 

D'un  cote  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne 
peut  affurer  la  pofleflion  paifible  de  la  cou- 
ronne d'Efpagne  a  fbn  petit-fils,  de  Tautre, 
elle  peut  fortifier  la  fucceffion  de  celle  de 
France,  empecher  a  jamais  1'union  de  1'em- 
pire  avec  1'Efpagne,  &  procurer  a  fbn  roy- 
aume  des  avantages  tres  confiderables ;  des 

deux 
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deux  cotes  elle  peut  delivrer  1'Europe  de  fes 
craintes,  &  donner  la  derniere  main  a  un 
ouvrage  auffi  glorieux  que  celui  d'une  paix 
definitive,  fure,  &  durable. 

Par  les  lettres  de  Meffieurs  les  Plenipoten- 
tiaires  du  i2me  de  ce  mois>  N.S.  je  vois 
que  nous  devons  attendre  en  peu  de  jours 
1'arrivee  du  Sieur  Gaultier,  &  qu'il  appor- 
tera  avec  lui  le  plan  de  la  paix  generale  qui 
a  ete  forme  a  Utrecht.  Nous  nous  flattens 
que  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  s'expliquera 
la-deffus  d'une  telle  maniere  que  la  Reine 
puhTe  faire  les  declarations  necelfaires  pour 
rendre  fur  le  fucces  de  nos  negociations.  Je 
vous  dirai  en  homme  qui  fouhaite  fincere- 
ment  la  paix,  que  les  facilites  qu'on  peut 
attendre  de  la  Reine  dependent  de  la  refo- 
lution  qui  fefa  prife  touchant  le  grand  ar- 
ticle de  la  reunion  des  deux  monarchies. 

Je  vous  fupplie  d'etre  perfuade  queje  fuis 
avec  toute  la'  confideration  &  toute  Feftimc 
poffible, 

Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN. 
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To  the  Earl  of  Sir  afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  April  8,  1712. 

I  THANK  you  moft  heartily,  for  the 
clear  account  which  you  are  pleafed  to  give 
me,  of  the  fituation  in  which  the  feveral  in- 
tercity of  the  allies  at  this  time  ftand. 

When  I  undertook,  in  oppofition  to  all  the 
confederates,  in  oppofition  to  a  powerful  tur- 
bulent faction  at  home,  in  oppofition  even 
to  thofe  habits  of  thinking,  which  mankind 
had  contracted  by  the  fame  wrong  principle 
of  government,  purfued  for  twenty  years,  to 
make  a  peace,  the  utmoft  vigour  and  re- 
folution  became  necefTarv*  I  think  thefe 

•* 

might  have  been  carried,  in  fome  inftancea, 
to  a-higher  pitch,  and  by  that  means,  the 
negociation  might  have  been  fhortened  ;  but 
as  it  is,  we  have  flood  our  ground  ;  your  ac- 
counts mow  the  general  plan  not  to  be  infu- 
perably  difficult  ; .  and  what  you  will  receive 
by  this  mefTenger  from  me,  mows  that  the 
great  article,  on  which  the  whole  event  of 
the  treaty  turns,  has  been  brought  to  fome 
degree  of  maturity. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  receive  a  letter  from 
4 
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me  by  Devenifh,  and  in  his  behalf;  the 
Queen  would  be  glad  to  do  this  poor  devil 
good,  and  me  leaves  it  to  you,  that  me  may 
not  be  expofed  on  his  account,  to  intereft 
herfelf  in  vain.  I  do  not  yet  ftir  in  the 
affair  of  the  troop  of  guards,  becaufe,  when 
you  come  over  hither,  I  think  that  may  be 
better  done,  and  your  purfe  in  great  meafure 
faved. 

As  to  the  poft  of  Lieutenant-general,  in 
the  army  of  Flanders,  you  Lordfhip  may  be 
named  to  it,  if  you  pleafe,  as  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  will  acquaint  you  ;  but  none  be- 
ing named  in  the  lift,  except  fuch  as  muft 
actually  ferve,  which  the  bufmefs  cut  out 
for  you,  makes  it  impoflible  that  you  mould, 
you  are  not  contained  in  the  order. 

I  am  heartily  forry,  that  your  Lordmip 
loft  by  Adams.  I  know  how  to  pity  fuch 
misfortunes,  fmce  I  made  a  fhift  to  lofe 
4000!.  by  Lund,  the  other  day,  though  I 
never  was  worth  1500!.  in  the  World  be- 
forehand*. I  am,  &c. 


*  When  Boli ngbroke  went  into  voluntary  «xile,  in 
the  amount  of  the  wreck  of  his  fortune  was,  according  to  his 
own  ftatement,  only  i  j,oool. 
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To  Mr.  Cadogan. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  April,  8,  1712. 

I  HAVE  done,  (ince  I  received  your  laft 
letter,  as  I  always  did  before,  that  is,  I  have 
promoted  your  intereft  as  far  as  my  power 
reached.    The  reafon  why  I  delayed  writing 
to  you,  was  becaufe  I  was  unwilling  to  fay 
nothing;    and  on  the  other  hand,    I    will 
never  give   any  man,  efpecially  him  I  pro- 
fefs  a  friendfliip  for,   either  falfe  hopes  or 
falfe   fears.      The   Duke  of  Ormond  was, 
when  the  Queen  declared  him  General  of 
her  army  in  the  Netherlands,  as  much  in- 
clined to  do  juftice  to  your  merit,  and  as 
much  prepared  to  ferve  you,  as  it  was  pof- 
fible   for   yourielf  to  have   wifhed.     Some 
accident  or  other  prevented  the  declaration 
of  general  officers  of  that  army,  for  a  week 
or  two ;  in  the  mean  while,  his  Grace  re- 
ceived the  compliments  of  every  man  who 
was  to  ferve  under  him,  but  yourfelf.     This 
feemed  fo  particular,  that  the  Duke  was  a 
little  (hocked  at  it,  but  the  Queen  was  more 
fb,  and  this  is  the  only  reafon  why  you  have 
not  been  named  at  firft,  and  why  you  do- 
not 
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hot  Hand  upon  at  leaft  as  good  a  bottom  as 
TOU  ever  did. 

After  fpeaking  with  the  plainnefs  that  be- 
comes a  fincere  friend,  and  which  the  cir- 
cumftance  requires,  I  am  to  tell  you,  that 
the  Duke  goes  oVer  difpofed  to  live  well 
with  you,  and  to  be  your  friend ;  you  may 
confirm  him  in  thefe  fentirnents,  or  oblige 
him  to  take  another  pli,  the  whole  will  turn 
on  the  firft  fteps  you  take,  I  have  loaded 
myfelf  with  the  blame  of  your  neglecting  to 
write,  by  faying,  that  you  expedted  to  hear 
from  me  if  you  was  to  ferye  on,  and  that  I 
believed,  fince  you  had  received  no  account 
from  me,  you  took  it  for  granted,  your  ap- 
plications would  not  be  welcome.  As  to 
thofe  apprehenfions  under  which  you  lay, 
concerning  your  regiment,  there  has  not 
been  this  year  any  ground  for  them ;  your 
employment  in  the  Tower  *  is  not,  you  fee, 
given  from  you  ;  in  mort,  my  opinion  is,  that 
you  may  be  as  well  in  this  administration,  as 
you  was  in  the  laft  ;  I  am  fure  my  wifhes  are 
fo,  my  endeavours  have  been,  and  mail  be 
fo. 

I  have  given  orders  to  have  this   letter 

*  Cferk  of  the  Ordnance. 

S  3  forwarded 
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forwarded  to  you  with  all  pofTible  fpeed; 
make  the  proper  ufe  of  it,  and  be  perfuaded 
that  I  am,  and  wilr  continue 

Your's,  &c. 


T&  the  Lord  Plenipotentiaries. 
MY  LORDS, 

Whitehall,  April  8,  1712. 

THIS  private  letter  incloies  a  letter 
which  I  received  fome^days  ago,  from  Mon- 
fieur  de  Torcy,  and  my  anfwer,  by  her  Ma- 
jefty's  order.  The  prefent  flate  of  the  dil- 
pute  between  us,  upon  that  important  ar- 
ticle, concerning  the  expedient  for  prevent- 
ing the  union  of  the  two  monarchies,  ap- 
pears fo  fully  by  what  has  paffed  between 
this  minifter  and  myfelf,  that  I  have  nothing 
to  add.  Your  Lordmips  will  not  .fail  to 
think  of  new  arguments  to  back  fo  jufl  a 
caufe. 

My  Lord  Treafurer^s  indifpoiition  hinder- 
ed me  from  difpatching  the  French  Courier, 
as  I  mould  otherwife  have  done,  on  Sun- 
day night.  To-morrow,  he  will,  I  hope,, 
fet  out  for  Verfailles ;  and  upon  the  anfwer 
which  the  Queen  receives  to  what  he  car- 
ries, 
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ries,  will  the  manner  in  which  Gaultier  is 
to  fiicceed  here  depend. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  the  facility  which  her 
Majefty  furnifhes,  by  yielding  up  the  1 5  per 
cent,  and  the  declaration  which  fhe  makes, 
that  fhe  will  confent  to  fettle  the  Spariifh 
and  Weft  India  trade,  on  the  bottom  on 
which  they  flood  in  the  time  of  King 
Charles,  muft  give  the  well-intentioned  in 
Holland,  a  fair  opportunity  of  drawing 
their  republic  into  the  Queen's  meafures. 
Certain  it  is,  we  can  go  no  farther  to  pleafe 
them. 

I  forgot  by  laft  poft  to  mention  to  your 
Lordfhips,  that  the  fervices  which  Mr. 
Drummond  has  done,  have  drawn  upon 
him  the  utmoft  rage  of  our  faction  here,  and 
of  their  allies  abroad,  and  though  he  has 
not  writ  to  me  upon  the  fubjecl:,  yet  I  know 
that  they  have  united  their  force  to  diftrefs 
him.  Your  Lordfhips  will  pleafe  to  give 
him  your  countenance  and  protection  where- 
ever  he  may  want  them  ;  and  to  aflift  one 
who  has  no  fault,  but  that  which  your 
Lordfhips  are  more  guilty  of  than  any  two 
men  I  know — ferving  your  Queen  and  coun- 
try above  all  other  intereft. 

I  am,  my  Lords,  &c. 
S  3  A  Monfieur 
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A  Monjkur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  jime  d'Avril,  V.S. 

J'AI  etc  oblige  d'arreter  le  courier  jufques, 
aujourd'hui  dans  Fefperance  que  le  Gran4 
Treforier,  feroit  en  etat  de  repondre  a  Mion-. 
neur  de  votre  lettre;  mais  comme  la  de- 
fluxion  fur  fes  yeux  qui  Ten  a  empeche  de- 
puis  cinq  jours,  continue  encore,  je  ne  difFere 
plus  a  vous  envoyer  la  lettre  ci-jointe  *. 

Nous  attendons  1'arrivee  du  Sieur  Gaul- 
tier  avec  impatience,  nous  ferons  bien  mal- 
heureux  de  part  &  d'autre,  fi  la  reponfe  que 
nous  donnerons  a  ce  qu'il  nous  apporte,  & 
la  reponfe  que  vous  donnerez-  a  cc  que 
j'ecris,  ne  faflent  pas  la  paix.  Je  fuis,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN. 


To  Mr.  Harley. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  April  izth,  1712. 
I  SEND  you  inclofed,  ^a  copy  of  my  di£, 
patch    to    the   Lords    Plenipotentiaries,   by 
which  you  will  fee,  that  the  Queen  goes  fo 

*  6th  April. 

far 
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far  in  her  conceffions,  in  order  to  bring  the 
Dutch  to  reafon,  that  they  muft  remain 
without  colour  of  excufe,  if  they  refufe  to 
comply,  arid  to  enter  heartily  into  our  mea- 
fures. 

J  have  by  her  Majefty's  directions,  ac- 
quainted Mr.  Van  Hulft,  with  the  fubftance 
of  what  I  writ,  and  he  fends  the  account 
to  the  Penfionary  ;  the  Queen  would  have 
you  talk  conformably  to  this  minifter,  to  Mr. 
Duyvenvoerde,  and  to  whom  it  may  be  pro- 
per, 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  yours  of  the  I5th 
and  1 6th,  N.S.  you  will  have  feeii  by  my 
former  letters  to  the  Plenipotentiaries,  on 
what  terms  we  are  with  the  French,  as  to 
the  great  article  ;  the  return  to  my  lafl  let- 
ter to  Monfieur  Torcy,  Gaultier's  arrival, 
whom  we  expect  every  day,  and  the  refo- 
lution  of  the  Dutch  upon  this  day's  difpatch, 
will  determine  the  fate  of  our  negociations. 

I  inclofe  to  you,  my  Lord  Treafurer's 
letter.  The  moment  we  hear  from  France, 
you  mail  hear  from  us. 

I  am,  &c. 


S  4 
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<fo  the  Earl  of  Sir  afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  April  1 6,  1712. 

ON  Monday,  after  the  Cabinet  was  rifen, 
Fry,  the  meffenger,  arrived  with  your  Lord- 
fhip's  of  the  22nd,  N.S.  from  the  Hague,, 
and  with  the  other  difpatches. 

The  twp  cardinal  points,  on  which  the 
whole  event  of  our  prefent  negociation  turns, 
are  the  effecT:  which  the  communication 
of  the  Queen's  ultimatum,  concerning  the 
differences  between  her  and  the  States-Ge- 
neral will  have ;  and  4the  resolution  which 
will  be  taken  in  France,  upon  the  plan 
tra.nfmitted  from  Utrecht,  and  upon  my  laft 
letter  to  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.  If  the 
Dutch  come  to  their  fenies,  and  clofe  with 
the  Queen,  we  mall  treat  on  a  better  foun- 
dation, and  may  hope  to  carry  the  enemy 
far  enough  in  their  conceffions ;  fince  we 
have  brought  them  almoft  to  that  point* 
fingly,  and  under  the  diiadvantage  of  con- 
tefting  with  our  allies,  at  the  fame  time  as 
we  have  treated  with  them. 

If  the  French  give  the  Queen  Satisfaction 
in  that  great  article  of  the  union  of  the 
two  crowns,  whatever  pli  may  be  taken  by 

)  the 
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the  States,  the  peace  will  be  made  and  abun- 
dantly juftined. 

It  will  b&  hard,  my  Lord,  if  we  fail  in 
both,  my  hopes  are  that  we  fhall  fucceed  in 
both ;  in  that  very  few  days  will  fhow  us 
what  we  are  to  depend  upon.  In  all  cafes, 
that  firmnefs,  by  means  of  which  we  have 
waded  through  fo  many  difficulties  this  win-  % 
ter,  will  fupport  us  under  more. 

I  am  very  heartily  glad  to  hear  that  a 
jealoufy,  which  thinking  men  have  had  on 
this  lide  of  the  water  for  fome  time,  has 
found,  at  laft,  ingreffion  among  the  Dutch 
minifters.  Thefe  people  may  find,  indi- 
rectly, their  account  in  joining  with  the  Im- 
perialifts,  but  their  direct  and  permanent 
intereft  lies  another  way.  Something  of 
this  fort  was  faid  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
before  he  went  from  hence  ;  I  have  again 
given  him  the  fame  hint,  and:  I  hope  he  will 
be  upon  his  guard. 

What  the  Penfionary  means,  by  faying 
that  there  muft  be  a  written  plan  exhibited 
by  the  French,  before  the  States  can  pro- 
ceed to  adjuft  the  points  on  which  they  re- 
folve  to  infift  with  the  Que6n,  I  am  at  a 
lofs  to  difcover.  If  we  unite,  that  union 

will 


266  LETTERS    AND 

will  influence  the  enemy  to  the  common  acU 
.  vantage  ;  and  therefore,  a  better  proportion 
may  be  expected  from  him,  after  they  have 
fubmitted  to  the  Queen,  than  before. 

The  difficulty  which  your  Lordmip  re- 
prefents,  may  very  well  perplex  them,  but 
reftoring  a  confidence  with  our  court  is  a 
fure  way,  and  the  only  fure  one,  of  deliver- 
ing themfelves  ;  had  they  any  genius,  like 
that  of  John  de  Witt  amongft  them,  we 
fhould  not  fee  them  ftand  quaking  in  this 
uncertain  temper,  but  on  the  contrary,  they 
would  take  their  party  at  once.  The  lead-? 
ers  of  our  faclion  here,  feem  extremely  de-? 
jecled  ;  the  Queen's  good  health  is  probably 
one  occafion  of  their  uneafinefs.  I  hope, 
that  another  proceeds  from  their  feeling  a 
defertion  of  their  allies  in  Holland  coming 
on. 

My  public  letter  will  be  very  dry  by  this 
port,  my  next  is  likely  to  be  of  more  impor-i 
tance. 

I  am,  &c. 
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To  the  T)uke  <f  Ormond. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  April  16,  1712, 
[  AM  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  your 
<r  ace's  letter  from  Harwich,  and  the  good- 
jiefs  with  which  you  admitted  the   excufe 
which  I  made  you  in  my  former. 

As  I  have  nothing  in  command  froVn 
her  Majefty  to  write  to  you  upon,  I  mall 
by  this  poft,  trouble  your  Grace  with  no 
public  letter ;  a  private  one  you  will  allow 
me  to  write  to  you,  whenever  I  have  an 
Opportunity,  or  whenever  fuch  matter  may 
offer  itfelf,  as  cannot  properly  be  trufted  to 
the  courfe  of  an  office.  I  find  by  very  cer- 
tain intelligences  from  Holland,  that  the 
Dutch  Minifters  are  not  without  their  fears 
of  their  new  General  *.  They  begin  to 
confider  that  he  is  a  Papift,  and  a  Ger- 
man, at  leafr.  in  intereft.  That  the  Em- 
peror, his  mafter,  has  nothing  to  lofe  on 
the  fide  of  the,  Netherlands  •,  that  a  battle 
won  may  give  ground  for  infifting  on  higher 
terms  than  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  is  now 
likely  to  obtain;  that  a  battle  loft,  may  ftill 

*  Prince  Eugene,  on  whom  the  Dutch  conferred  the  -com- 
jpand,  upon  the  dtfmiffioa  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

contribute 
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contribute  to  prolong  the  war,  and  that  in 
either  cafe,  the  expence  of  blood  will  fall  to 
the  fhare  of  the  Queen  and  States. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  thefe  reflections 
have  occafioned  private  directions  to  their 
General,  to  ufe  more  caution  than  the  Prince 
will  perhaps  approve.  This  meaiure,  your 
Grace  fees,  is  not  very  confident  with  the 
compliment  made  him  by  Moniieur  Lath- 
mar  *,  in  the  name  of  the  States,  of  an  un- 
limited command. 

We  hardly  think  the  enemy  would  have 
taken  the  pofts  in  which  they  now  are,  if 
they  had  not  had  a  profpecl:  of  fubfifting  in 
them,  till  there  is  forage  on  the  ground.  -  I 
aik  pardon  for  beginning  to  make  remarks 
on  a  fubjecl  fo  far  out  of  my  way.  The 
Queen  will  foon  hear  from  your  Grace,  in 
what  fituatioii  the  armies  are,  and  what  is 
likely  to  be  done  in  the  field.  I  natter  my- 
felf  that  in  return,  we  fhall  very  foon  be 
able  to  inform  you  in  what  ftate  our  ne- 
gociations  are,  and  what  fuccefs  may  rea- 
lonably  be  expecled  in  the  congrefs. 

I  am,  &c. 

*  A  Deputy  of  the  States-General. 

To 
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To  the  Earl  of  Str afford. 

MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  April  22d,  1712. 

THIS  morning  Barlow  brought  me  your 
Excellency's  of  the  joth,  N.S.  and  I  am 
commanded  by  the  Queen  to  acquaint  you, 
that  by  Friday's  packet,  a  mefTenger  mall  be 
difpatched  to  you  with  her  farther  orders. 

The  perfon  expected  is  not  yet  arrived ; 
till  we  have  feen  him,  we  cannot  be,  on 
moft  heads,  very  explicit. 

I  am,  &c. 


Hague,  April  2yth,  1712,  N.S. 
ON  Monday,,  at  two  o'clock,  I  arrived  at 
Rotterdam,  and  came  that  evening  to  this 
place.  I  went  the  next  morning  to  vifit 
the  Peniionary,  according  to  my  inftructions, 
and  acquainted  him  with  what  her  Majefty 
had  ordered  me  to  fay  to  him,  which  he  re- 
ceived as  he  ought  to  do,  and  made  great 
profeffions  of  duty  and  refpecl  to  her  Ma- 
jefty, and  that  the  States  depended  on  her^ 

and 
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and  were  fare  .that    fhe  would    not    leaV& 
them,  but  would  fee  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace  for  her  allies  ;  but  faid  that  he  believ- 
ed that  we  knew  more  of  what  was  done^ 
relating  to  the  peace  than  they  did.     I  told 
him,  that  I  believed  that  he  would  have  rea- 
fon  to  be   fatisfied  with  what  her  Majefty 
did  in  this  negociation. 

I  told  him  the  intentions  I  had  to  live  in 
good  correfpondence  with  the  Generals  of 
the  allies,  and  particularly  with  thofe  of 
the  States,  and  defired  his  good  offices  there- 
in, which  he  atifwered  with  great  civility. 

O  J 

I  denred  to  know  of  him  what  refolutions 
they  were  come  to  as  to  the  operations  of 
the  campaign ;  he  told  me,  they  were  not 
come  to  any  particular  refolution,  but  had 
left  it  to  their  Generals,  who  could  berr.  judge 
what  was  to  be  done,  when  they  were  in 
the  field.  This  was  all  that  he  would  tell 
me.  Prince  Eugene  went  from  this  place 
on  Saturday  laft,  to  the  army,  which  is  now 
encamped  near  Douay.  My  Lord  StrafFord 
is  this  moment  come  from  Utrecht. 

I  hope  to  leave  this  place  to-morrow,  and 
to  go  to  Ghent.     The  horfes  and  recruits, 

with 
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with  the  clothing,  are  landed  at  William- 
ftadt. 

I  fend  you  here,  Sir,  inclofed,  the  copy 
of  a  letter  that  I  received  from  Mr.  Cado- 
gaiij  and,  if  her  Majefty  pleafes,  I  am  very 
willing  that  he  fhould  be  employed. 

I  fend  you  too  an  abftracl  of  Mr.  Lum- 
ley's*  This  is  all  that  I  have  to  trouble  you 
with,  being,  with  great  truth,  Sir,  &c. 

ORMOND. 


"To  the  Duks  of  Qrmond. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  April  22ct,  171  r. 
I  HAVE  this  moment  received  your 
Grace's  letter  of  the  3Oth,  N.S.  and  her  Ma- 
jefty  commands  me  to  let  you  know,  that 
on  Friday  a  meffenger  (hall  be  diipatched  to 
your  Grace,  with  her  inftructions  upon  what 
pafled  whilft  you  was  at  the  Plague. 

The  (hortnefs  of  this  letter  ought  to  make 
fome  amends  for  the  length  which  that  may 
probably  be  of.  1  am,  &c. 
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To  the  Lord  Privy  Seal. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  April  22d,  1712. 

I  HAVE  nothing  at  prefent  to  trouble 
your  Lordihip  with,  but  my  thanks  for  your 
letter  of  the  29th  of  this  month,  N.S.  which 
Barlow  brought  me  this  afternoon,  and  a 
communication  of  her  Majefty's  intention 
to  fummon  a  cabinet  on  Thurfday,  wherein 
the  orders  will  be  given  for  the  difpatch 
which  you  may  expect  by  the  packet  of  Fri- 
day. 

We  are  in  hourly  expectation  of  our  Mer- 
cury. Till  he  arrives,  we  cannot  take  a 
final  refolution,  and  when  he  arrives,  1  think 
we  muft. 

Mr.  Breton,  who  is  going  to  Berlin,  has 
orders  to  renew  the  negociation,  where  my 
Lord  StrafFord  left  it,  concerning  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  Liturgy  of  our  Church,  in 
Pruffia.  If  the  Minifrers  of  that  Court  en- 
ter into  the  matter  with  the  fame  good- 
will as  they  once  exprefled,  it  may  be  pro- 
per, by  fending  Mr.  Csefar  over,  and  by 
other  expedients  of  the  like  nature,  to  help 
this  good  work  forward.  I  can  hardly  fee 
3  any 
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any  effect  of  fending  him  now,  but  giving 
him  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  his  friends  at 
the  Queen's  or  the  Envoy's  expence. 

I  am,  &c. 


To  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  April  25th,  1712. 

UPON  what  is  contained  in  your  Grace's 
letter  of  the  3oth,  N.S.  and  in  the  Earl  of 
Straffbrd's  of  the  fame  date,  her  Majefty 
commands  me  to  fay  that  me  is  defirous  to 
hear  from  your  Grace  particularly  on  what 
foot  the  Dutch  have  fettled  the  command. 
The  expreffion  in  my  Lord  Ambaffador's 
letter  is  a  little  ambiguous,  and  leaves  it 
doubtful  whether  the  States  took  the,  fame 
refolution  in  relation  to  your  Grace,  as  they 
had  done  before  in  relation  to  the  Prince, 
or  whether  they  barely  gave  you  a  copy  of 
that  which  they  had  come  to,  in  his  favour. 

A  fecond  point  concerning  which  I  am 
to  apprize  your  Grace  of  the  Queen's  fenti- 
ments,  is,  the  quality  of  the  forces  which 
are  to  compofe  your  army,  for  the  Earl  or 
StrafFord  feems  to  fpeak  of  it  as  a  determina- 

VOL.  II.  T  tion 
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tion  taken  at  the  Ha^ue,  that  two  armies 

o 

are  to  be  formed.  Her  Majefty,  my  Lord, 
inclines  to  be  of  opinion,  that  all  the  troops, 
whether  fubjedls  or  foreigners,  belonging  to 
her,  mould  be  immediately  under  your 
Grace's  command  ;  there  may  have  been 
formerly  reafbns  for  ufmg  a  different  method, 
but  there  leems  at  prefent  to  be  fome,  of 
a  very  ftrong  nature,  for  taking  this,  and 
perhaps  they  may  every  day  grow  ftronger. 
There  can  be  no  need  for  ^me  to  enter 


into  the  grounds  which  we  have  in  this  con- 
juncture, to  be  jealous  of  Prince  Eugene's 
conduct;  your  Grace  fees  and  knows  them 
all  better  than  I  can  repeat  them.  But  on 
this  occasion,  the  Queen  directs  me  to  inform 
your  Grace,  that  fhe  thinks  you  are  to  be 
more  cautious  for  fome  time,  of  engaging  in. 
an  action,  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  a  very  appa- 
rent and  considerable  advantage,  becaufe  you 
will  be  daily  ftrengthened  by  the  arrival  of 
the  Imperial  troops.  It  is  but  juft  that  thefe 
mould  have  their  part^  if  any  thing  of  that 
kind  is  to  happen. 

The  great  article  of  preventing  the  union 

of  the  two  monarchies  is  not  yet  entirely 

fettled  ;  our  expedients  are  hard  of  digeflion 

4  to 
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to  the  French  ftomachs.  If  this  was  got 
over,  I  fhould  not  fee  any  formidable  diffi- 
culty in  our  way. 

I  fend  this  meflenger  by  Oftend,  and 
fhall  expecl  him  back  by  the  fame  paffage, 
as  the  moft  expeditious. 

I  am,  &c. 

What  I  omitted  in  my  letter,  I  muft  fap- 
ply  in  this  poftfcript,  and  I  do  it  with  much 
pleafure :  the  Queen  commands  me  to  fay, 
that  you  Grace  defiring  Mr.  Cadogan  mould 
ferve  under  you,  me  approves  of  him. 


De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 

A  Marli,  le  a6me  Avril,  1712. 

ON  s'approche  aifement,  Monfieur,  lorfque 
de  part  &  d'autre,  les  intentions  font  finceres, 
&  le  defir  egal  de  parvenir  au  meme  but.  J'ai 
vu  avec  beaucoup  de  plaifir,  par  la  lettre  que 
vous  m'avez  fait  1'honneur  de  m'ecrire  le 
6me  de  ce  mois,  V.S.  que  le  plan  que  je 
vous  ai  propofe  applanit  beaucoup  de  diffi- 
cultes,  &  qu'il  diffipe  beaucoup  de  fujets  de 
craintes. 

J'efpere  auffi,  que  la  reponfe  que  vous 
T  z  m'avez 
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m'avez  faite,  confommera  rouvra°;e   com- 

'     '  C? 

mence.     Suivant    ce   que   vous    m'ecrivez, 
•Monfieur,  la  feule  difference  qu'il  y  ait  entre 
la  proportion  que  je  vous  ai  faite  par  ordre 
du    Roi,   &    le   projet  de  la    Reine,    roule 
uniquement  fur  le  terns  ou  le  Roi  d'Efpagne 
declarera  le  choix  qu'il  voudra  faire,  on  dc 
conferver    fes   droits    fur    la    couronne    de 
France,  ou  de  garder  ceile  d'Efpagne.     Dans 
ma  proportion,  le  moment  pour  opter  etoit 
remis  au  terns  ou  ce  Prince  deviendroit  ovt 
fuccefTeur  immediat,  ou  heritier  prefomptif 
de  la  couronne  de  France,  &  la  mem'e  con- 
dition  etoit  marquee  a  1'egard  de  fes  de- 
fcendans.     Vous  obfervez,  Monfieur,  qu'en 
differant  jufqu'alors  un  choix  li  efTentiel  au 
repos  de  TEurope,  elle  ne  fera  pas  afluree 
qu'il  fe  fafTe,  fi,  malheureufement,  roccafion 
en  arrive  jamais,  que  la  garantie  de  toutes 
les  puiiTances  qui  auront  part  au  traite,  for- 
mera  bien  une  alliance  fuffifante  pour  faire 
la  guerre  au  Prince  qui  violeroit  les  condi- 
tions de  la  paix,  mais  que  le  but  qu'on  doit 
prefentement  fe  propofer,  eft  d'empecher  le 
renouvellement  de  la    guerre,    &    non    de 
chercher  les  moyens  de  foutenir  celles  qui 
pourroient   naitre   a   cette  occafion.     Vous 

concluez 
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concluez  done,  que  pour  .  empecher  la  re- 
union des  monarchies  de  France  &  d'Ef- 
pagne,  il  eft  neceiTaire  que  le  Roi  Catho- 
lique  declare,  des  a  prefent,  fon  choix,  fans 
attend  re  le  cas  malheureux  que  nous  efperons 
n'arrivera  point,  .mais  qu'il  faut  cependant 
fuppofer  &  prevoir,  &  que  ce  choix  etabliife 
1'ordre  des  fucceffions  dans  le  traite  de  la 
paix  generale. 

Vos  obfervations,  Monfieur,  &  la  confe- 
quence   que  vous  en  tirez,  ibnt  egalement 
juftes,  il  faut  que  le  Roi  Catholique  calme 
1'inquietude  de  1'Europe,  en  declarant  des  a 
prefent  le  parti  qu'il  prendra  fi  la  fucceilion 
eft    jamais   ouverte    en   fa    faveur.     A    la 
verite,  il  aura  peut-etre  quelque  peine  a  de- 
clarer des  a  prefent  aux  Efpagnols  qu'il  les 
abandonneroit  pour  pailer  en  France,  fi.  Tun 
des  deux  cas  que  vous   fuppofez,  arrivoit. 
Une  nation    incertaine    du   maitre    qu'elle 
aura,  peut  devenir  moins  fidele  envers  celui 
qui  regne  acluellcment ;  mais  cet  inconve- 
nient doit  ceder   au    bien    general.     Ainfi, 
Monfieur,  le  Roi  approuvant  votre  propofi- 
tion,  depeche  un  courier  en  Efpagne,  &  fa 
Majefte  ecrit  au  Roi  fon  petit-nls,  pour  lui 
faire   connoitre   la   neceffite  de   prendre  fa 
T  3  refolutron 
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refolution  fur  le  choix  qu'il  voudra  faire, 
&  de  le  declarer,  en  fort  qu'elle  foit  inferee 
dans  le  traite  de  la  paix  generale,  &  qu'elle 
en  fafle  une  condition,  dont  toute  1'Europe 
fera  garante. 

J'elpere,  Monfieur,  que  le  Roi  d'Efpagne 
fe  conformera  aux  conieils  du  Roi,  mais  s'il 
arrivoit,  ce  que  je  ne  puis  croire,  qu'il  ne 
voulut  pas  y  deferer,  fa  Majefte  prendroit 
tou^es  les  mefures  que  la  Reine  de  la  Grand 
Brei?o;ne  jugeroit  a  propos  pour  determiner 
neceflairement  &  meme  par  la  force,  le  choix 
du  Roi  Catholique,  &  pour  affurer  a  1'Eu- 
rope  la  paix,  dont  1'ouvrage  paroit  prefente- 
ment  fi  avance. 

Je  fuis  periuade  qu'on  ne  fera  pas  oblige 
d'en  venir  a  cette  extremite,  mais  le  Roi 
veut  que  je  vous  informe  de  la  refolution 
qu'il  prendroit  en  ce  cas,  comme  etant  une 
jiouvelle  preuvede  fa  bonne  foi,  &  du  verita- 
ble defir  de  fa  Majefle  pour  la  prompte  con- 
clufion  d'une  paix  fure  &  iblide. 

Je  la  regaide  comme  tres  avancee  pre- 
fentement  que  la  principale  difficulte,  qui 
pouvoitla  rendre  encore  douteufe,  paroit  ap- 
planie.  Mais  il  faut  cependant  s'attendre  a 
de  nouvelles  traverfes,  de  la  part  de  ceux 
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qui  votidront  rompre  les  conferences.  Je 
crois,  Monfieur,  que  le  moyen  le  plus  fur  de 
renverfer  leurs  deffeins,  feroit  que  la  Reine 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne  fit  propofer  prefente- 
ment  line  fufpenfion  d'armes  ;  car  ils  fondeat 
leurs  efperances  fur  les  evenemens  de  la 
campagne  ;  &  comme  je  vois,  par  votre  let- 
tre,  que  fa  Majefle  Britannique  eft  difpofee  & 
faire  les  declarations  neceffaires  pour  afTu-rer 
le  fucces  des  negociations,  il  me  femble  que 
la  propofition  d'une  fufpenfion  pourroit  fa  ire 
de  ces  declarations. 

J'ai  retenu  ici  le  Sieur  Gaultier,  quelques 
jours  de  plus  qu'il  n'y  devoit  demeurer,  paree 
que  j'attendois  vos  reponfes,  &  que  j'ai  cru 
neceflaire  qu'il  fut  inflruit  de  vos  fentimens 
avant  de  pafler  en  Angleterre. 

Te  vous  informerai,   Monfieur,  des  inten- 

«f  • 

lions  du  Roi  fur  les  demandes  de  vos  allies ; 
j'efpere  que  le  plus  difficile  etant  comme 
regie,  vous  ne  confiderez  plus  que  la  jufticc 
&  la  folidite  de  la  paix,  &  que  la  Reine  de 
la  Grande  Bretagne,  agiflant  par  ces  grands 
motifs,  donnera  les  premieres  marques 
qu'elle  a  d'etablir  avec  le  Roi  une  parfaite 


intelligence. 


J'ai  re^u,  Monfieur,  par  le  meme  courier, 
T4  la 
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la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  1'honneur  de 
m'ecrire  le  lime  de  ce  mois,  V.S.  Je  fuis 
fache  bien  de  rincommodite  de  Monfieur  le 
Grand  Treforier,  &  je  fouhaite  ardemment 
qu'il  en  foit  bientot  delivre.  •  II  eft  tres  im- 
portant que  ceux  qui  ont  en,  comme  vous  & 
comme  lui,  la  principale  part  a  1'ouvrage  de 
la  paix,  ayent  la  gloire  de  1'achever.  J'ef- 
pere  que  nous  en  verrons  bientot  le  fucces, 
&  je  vous  fupplie  de  croire  qu'en  quelque 
terns  que  ce  foit,  perfonne  ne  fera  plus  veri- 
tablement  que  je  fuis,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


A  Monfieur  de 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  agme  Avril,  1712. 
LE  plan  que  vous  aviez  propofe  dans  votre 
lettre  du  8me  Avril,  nous  paroifToit  applanir 
beaucoup  de  difficultes,  &  diffiper  beaucoup 
de  fujets  de  craintes ;  mais  a  force  d'avoir 
mal  entendu  les  intentions  du  Roi,  &  mal 
explique  celles  de  la  Reine,  nous  nous  trou- 
vons  prelentement  plus  eloignes  que  nous 
avions  efpere  d'etre,  d'un  accord,  fur  le 
grand  article  de  la  paix. 

II  eft  bien  vrai  que  la  feule  difference  qu'il 

y  ait  entre  la  proportion  que  vous  m'avez 

I  faite 
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faite  par  ordre  du  Roi  dans  ie  fens  que  nous 
1'avons  compris,  &  celle  que  je  vous  ai  en- 
voyee  par  ordre  de  Ja  Reine,  roule  unique- 

ment  fur  le  terns  ou  le  Prince  dont  il  s'asrk, 

o 

fera  Ton  choix,  ou  de  conferver  fes  droits  fur 
la  couronne  de  France  en  renoncant  a  celle 
d'Efpagne,  ou  de  garder  celle  d'Efpagne 
en  renon9ant  a  celle  de  France. 

Dans  votre  lettre  du  26me  Avril,  le  Roi 
Tres  Chretien,  content  que  ce  choix  iera 
fait  &  declare  des  a  prefent,  mais  vous  n'y 
propofez  pas,  Monfieur,  que  1'execution 
accompagnera  F  option  ;  ce  qui  eft  ablblu- 
ment  neceilaire  pour  rendre  cette  paix  de- 
finitive. L'Abbe  Gaultier  explique  tout 
autrement  les  intentions  du  Roi ;  &  j'obferve 
que  vous  dites,  qu'il  faut  que  le  Prince  qui 
regne  en  Efpagne,  calme  1'inquietude  de 
1'Europe  en  declarant  des  a  prefent  le  parti 
qu'il  prendra,  fi  la  fucceflion  de  la  France 
eft  jamais  ouverte  en  fa  faveur  -,  de  cette 
maniere  notre  grand  ouvrage  ne  fera  pas 
beaucoup  avance  par  la  dermere  propofition. 

Si  nous  Favions  entendu  felon  I'explication 
que  vous  en  donnez  prefentement,  vous 
voyez,  Monfieur  que  nous  ferions  tombes 
dans  une  tres  grande  abfurdite  ;  puifqu'en 

rejctant 


282  LETTERS    AND 

rejetant  votre  projet,  nous  aurions  t  drefle 
im  autre,  centre  lequel  toutes  les  objections 
que  nous  avons  faites,  &qui  ont  etc  trouvees 
en  France,  meme  jufles  &  bien  fondees, 
auroient  egalement  lieu.  Car  quoique  le 
Prince  qui  regne  en  Efpagne,  opte  des  a 
cette  heure,  quelle  plus  grande  furete  1'Eu- 
rope  aura-t-elle,  fi  Texecution  de  cette  option 
eft  remife  a  un  autre  terns  r  En  ofFrant  qu'il 
fera  oblige  de  declarer  fon  choixdes  a  prefent, 
vous  etes  convenu  deja  que  ni  ]es  ftipula- 
tions  d'un  traite,  ni  la  garantie  des  puiflances 
cngagees  dans  cette  guerre,  foient  capables 
d'ailurer  que  Toption  fe  fera  ;  comment  done 
pouvons-nous  conclure  qu'elles  foient  capa- 
bles d'aflurer  quand  aucun  des  cas  arrivera, 
que  nous  fommes  a  regret  obliges  de  prevoir 
&  de  fuppofer,  il  quittera  une  couronne 
pour  s'en  tenir  a  1'autre,  felon  Je  choix 
qu'il  aura  fait,  &  qui  aura  etc  infere  dans 
lc  traite  de  la  paix  generale  ? 

La  Reine  a  fouvent  declare  qu'il  lui  feroit 
impoffible  de  fe  contenter  d'aucun  expedient, 
qui  ne  fut  tres  folide,  fur  un  article  d'une 
aum  grande  importance  que  celle  de  la  re- 
union des  deux  Monarchies ;  faire  autrement, 
ce  feroit  perdre  les  fruits  de  tout  le  fang  que 
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les  allies  ont  verfe  dans  le  cours  de  cette 
guerre  ;  ce  feroit  enfin,  trahir  la  caufe  com- 

o 

mune  de  1'Europe,  &  expofer  tant  le  fiecle 
prefent,  que  ceux  qui  font  a  venir,  a  un  des 
plus  grands  dangers  que  i'lmagination  puifie 
former. 

Sa  Majefte  fbuhaite  (mcerement  la  paix ; 
elle  la  fouhaite  raifonnable  pour  la  France  ; 
mais  pour  parvenir  a  ce  but,  il'faut  que 
1'interet  de  la  France  ne  foit  pas  rendu  in- 
compatible avec  la  furete  generale.  II  faut 
faire  en  forte  que  le  moment  ne  piufTe  jamais 
arriver,  dans  lequel  le  meme  Prince  aura  & 
]a  couronne  d'Efpagne  fur  fa  tete,  &  fa  fuc- 
ceflioa  ouverte  a  celle  de  France. 

Si  ce  Prince,  dont  nous  parlons,  ne  fc 
contente  pasde  TEfpagne,  ou  fi  la  France  ne 
veut  point,  en  fe  paffant  de  lui,  trop  affbiblir 
fa  fucceffion,  faut-il  pour  cela  que,  la  paix 
fake,  nous  vivions  les  armes  a  la  main,  & 
dans  une  attente  continuelle  de  voir  renou- 
veller  la  guerre  ?  La  Reine  n'y  peut  jamais 
confentir,  &:  fa  Majefte  croit  qu'il  n'y  a  pas 
un  des  allies  qui  voudra  fe  loumettre  a  une 
aufli  dure  un  condition. 

Pour  montrer,  pourtant,  q^.Vlle  eft  prete 
^  contribuer  tout  ce  qui  depend  d'elle,  a 
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la  fatisfaclion  de  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne, 
fans  bleffer  fon  honneur,  &  fans  facrifier  fes 
interets,  &  ceux  des  fes  confederes,  la  Reine 
m'ordonne,  Moniieur,  de  vous  propofer  un 
expedient,  par  ou,  le  Roi  Philippe  pourra 
confer ver  fes  droits  fur  la  couronne  de  fes 
ancetres,  &  trouver  .  un  dedommagement 
ponr  1'Efpagne,  qu'il  fera  oblige  dans  ce  cas 
d'abandonner. 

Sa  Majefte  propofe  done,  que  ce  Prince  fe 
retire  avec  la  famille  immediatement  de 
1'Efpagne  ;  que  le  Due  de  Savoye  s'y  tran- 
fporte  en  meme-tems  avec  la  fienne,  & 
qu'il  prenne  poffeffion  de  cette  Monarchic 
&  des  Indes ;  que  le  Roi  Philippe  jouifTe 
du  royaume  de  la  Sicile,  des  etats  hereditaires 
de  fon  Alteile  Royale,  avec  le  Montferrat, 
Mantouan,  &  en  cas  qu'il  vienne  a  fucceder 
a  la  couronne  de  France,  que  la  Sicile  re- 
tourne  fous  1'obeuTance  de  la  maifon  d'Au- 
triche,  mais  que  les  autres  etats  lui  reflent 
&  foient  cdeformais  regardes  comme  des 
provinces  de  la  France/ 

La  Reine  fouhaiteroit  que  cette  propofi- 
tion  parut  venir  de  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chre- 
tienne, etre  un  efFet  de  fa  moderation,  & 
un  facriiice  qu'elle  veut  bien  faire  pour  tirer 
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FEurope  de  Fembarras  ou  elle  fe  tronve,  & 
pour  retablir  la  tranquillite  generale. 

Sa  Majefte  croit  avoir  donne  prefente- 
ment  toutes  les  facilites  qui  dependent  d'elle, 
a  la  conclufion  de  la  paix,  &  n'avoir  rieii 
demande  que  ce  qui  eft  neceffaire  a  Faccom- 
pliflement  de  cette  promefTe  que  le  Roi 
Tres  Chretien  a  faite,  quand  il  s'eft  de- 
clare pret  a  prendre  toutes  les  mefures  juftes 
&  raifbnnables  pour  empecher  que  les  cou- 
ronnes  de  France  &  d'Efpagne  foient  jamais 
reunies  fur  la  tete  d'un  meme  Prince. 

La  Reine  me  commande  d'ajouter  qu'elle 
efpere  que  la  propofitioii  que    je  viens    de 
faire  par  fon   ordre  fera   acceptee.      Mais 
qu'en  tout  cas  elle  infifte  que  la  reponfe  que 
vous  m'enverrez  foit  categorique  &   finale, 
Les  circonftances  ou  nous  nous  trouvons, 
auffi-bien  que  la  faifon  de  Fannee,  ne  fuifreiit 
pas  que   nous  reflions  plus  long-terns  dans 
Fincertitude,  fi  nous  aurons  la  guerre  ou  la 
paix.     Le  Parlement,  auquel  fa  Majefte  a 
promis  la  communication  de  ce  qui  fe  trai- 
teroit  au  fujet  de  la  paix,  deviendra  impa- 
tient, &  la  Reine  ne  pourra  pas  fe  difpenfer 
de  lui  donner  part  de  la  reponfe  qu'elle  re- 
cevra  a  cette  lettre.   Les  armees  font  en  cam- 
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pagnc,  &  les  evenemens  d'une  journee  peu- 
vent  entierement  changer  la  face  de£  affaires* 
toute  difpofee  que  la  Reine  fe  trouve  a  faci- 
liter  la  negociation  de  la  paix,  &  a  epar- 
gner  I'efFufion  de  iang,  elle  lie  peut  pour- 
tant  pas  fe  declarer  pour  une  fufpenfion 
d'armes  avant  qu'elle  fache  la  refolution  du 
Roi  Tres  Chretien  fur  1'expedient  propofe 
pour  prevenir  la  reunion  des  deux  monar- 
chies. 

Si  je  ne  vous  dis  rien,  Monfieur,  fur  le  plan 
de  la  paix  gene  rale  *  que  1'Abbe  Gaultier 

nous 


*  The  reader  will  obferve,  that  in  the  following  Paper,  the 
letter  O  prefixed,  fignifies  the  offers  or  conceflions  of  France, 
communicated  in  confidence  to  the  Britifti  Miniftry,  by  M.  de 
Torcy;  D,  the  further  demands  of  Great  Britain  for  herfelf 
and  her  allies ;  and  /?,  the  reply  of  the  King  of  France  to  thofc 
further  demands. 

GENERAL  PLAN  FOR  PEACE.   . 
Pair  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

O.  ( i )  Le  Roi  promct  de  confentir  fans  difficulte  a  tout 
ce  qui  eft  contenu  dans  les  articles  i,  2,  3,  4,  &  5,  des  de- 
mandes  ipccifiques  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

(2)  Le  Roi  fera  demolir  toutes  les  fortifications  de  Dun- 
kerque,  tant  celles  de  la  ville  que  de  la  citadelle,  les  Ryfbancs, 
&  autres  forts  du  cote  de  la  mer,  &  dans  trois  autres  inois 
celles  du  c6te  de  terre ;  a  compter  du  jour  de  I'&change  des 
ratifications,  le  tout  a  fes  depens,  &  avec  promefle  de   ne 
les  point  reparer  en  tout   ni  en  partie. 

(3)  Le  Rei  c6dera  1'Ifle  de  St.  Chriftophe  a  la  Grande 
Bretagne,  com  me  aufft  Terreneuve,  3   condition  que  la  villa 
de  Plaifance  fera  rafee ;   que  le  droit   de  pecher  &  f6cher  la 
morue  franchement  &  librement  fur  la  dite  Ifle  de  Terre- 
neuve, demeurera  aux  Francois  clans  les  memes  lieux  ou  ils 
o.it  coutv.rne  de  le  faire.     Les  petites  ifles  adjacentes,  &  les 
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nous   a   aufli   apporte,   c'eft   parce    que   la 

Reine 


plus  voifines  de  Terreneuve,  feront  pareillement  cedees  a. 
1'Angleterre,  bien  entendu  que  1'Ifle  du  Cap  Breton,  & 
autres  du  golphe  &  embouchure  du  fleuve  de  St.  Laurent, 
dont  la  France  eft  acluellement  en  pofleffion,  demeureront  an 
Roi. 

(4)  Le  Roi  cedera  la  province  de  PAcadie  avec  la  villc 
de  Port  Royal,  &  ce  qui  en  depend,  a  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
comme  auffi  les  Detroits  &  la  Baye  de  Hudfon. 

(5)  II  fera   permis  aux  Franqois  qui  fortiront  des  pays 
ei-deffus  cedes  a  la  Grande  Bretagne,  dans  I'Amerique  Se.<- 
tentdonale,  d'en  retirer  leurs  effets,  auffi-bien  qu'a  fa  Majefte 
d'en  retirer  le  canon,  &  toutes  les  munitions  de  guerre. 

D.  L'Angleteire  demande  que  la  ville  de  Plaifance  lui  de- 
meure  en  1'etat  ou  elle  eft. 

Que  le  canon  &  les  munitions  de  guerre  de  la  Baye 
d'Hudfon  demeurent  a  1'Angleterre. 

R.  Sa  Majefte  ofFre  de  laifler  fubfifter  les  fortifications 
de  Pjaifance  en  cedant  cette  place  a  1'Angleterre;  d'accorder 
la  demande  faite  des  canons  de  la  Baye  de  Hudfon,  de  ccder 
de  plus  les  ifles  de  St.  Martin  &  de  St.  Barthelemy,  d'aban- 
donner-meme  le  droit  de  pecher  &  de  fecher  les  morues  fur  la 
cote  de  Terre  "Neuve,  fi  les  Anglois  veulent  reftituer 
1'Acadie,  moyennant  ces  nouveiles  ceffions  propoftes  comme 
tin  equivalent. 

En  ce  cas  fa  Majefte  confentiroit  que  la  riviere  de  Stv 
George  ftrvit  de  limites  a  I'Acadie,  ainfi  que  1'Angleterre  1'a 
pretendu. 

Si  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  cette  couronne  refufent  d'entrc 
tlans  aucun  expedient  fur  la  reftitution  de  I'Acadie,  le  Roi 
plutot  que  de  rompre  la  negociation,  veut  bien  accorder  les 
demandes  qu'ils  ont  faites ;  c'elt  a  dire,  laifler  Plaifance  for- 
tifiee,  &  rendre  les  canons  de  la  Baye  d'Hudfon  ;  bien  entendu, 
que  i'offre  de  ceder  les  ifles  de-  St.  Martin  &  de  St.  Barthe- 
lemy, &  celles  de  defifter  du  droit  depecher  &  de  fecher  la 
morue  fur  la  cote  de  Terreneuve,  feront  nulles  &  cenfe>s 
comme  n'ayant  point  ete  faites. 

(6)  II  fera  nomme  apres  la  paix  des  commiflaires  de  part 
d'autre,  tant  pour  regler  dans  1'efpace  d'un  an  les  limites  entre 
le  Canada  ou  Nouvelle  France  d'une  part,  &  I'Acadie  &  les 
terres  de  la  Baye  d'Hudfon  de  Tautre,  que  pour  convenir  i 
Paimable  de  tons  les  dedommagemens  juftes  &  raifonnables 
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Reine  ne  regarde  pas  les  differents  qui  s*y 

rencontrent 


pretendus  de  part  &  d'autre  pour  tous  les  torts  re$us  au  pre- 
judice du  circle  de  la  paix  &  de  la  guerre. 

(7)  Les  limkes  etant  une  fois  regiees,  il  fera  defendu  reci- 
proquement  aux  fujets  de  1'une  &  de  1'autre  couronne  de  paffer 
les  dites  limites  pour  aller  par  mer  ou  par  terre  les  uns  chez 
les  autres,  comme  auffi  de  troubler  le  hegoce  des  fujets  de 
chaque  nation  entr'eux,  &  d'inquieter  les  nations  Indiennes 
aliiees  ou  foumifes  a  1'une  ou  1'autre  des  dites  couronnes. 

O.  (8)  Le  Roi  permettra  que  la  maifon  d'Hamilton,  le 
Colonel  Charles  Douglas,  &  autres,  lui  reprefentent  leurs 
droits  &  preventions  particulieres,  &  leur  fera  bonne  juftice. 

D.  Que  le  Due  de  Richemond  puifle  heriter  de  fa  mere. 

R.  Le  Due  de  Richemond  ayant  obtenu  du  Roi  des  lettres 
de  naturalite,  jouira  lorfque  la  paix  fera  faite,  du  privilege 
attache  a  la  grace  q'ue  fa  Majeft£  a  bien  voulu  lui  accorder. 

D.  Que  le  4me  article  du  Traite  dc  Rifwic  foit  aboli,  &  que 
le  Roi  ne  s'oppofe  pas  a  ce  que  dans  1'empire  toutes  les 
affaires  de  religion  foient  regiees  conformement  au  Traite  de 
Mu  niter. 

R.  Le  Roi  veut  bien  en  confideration  de  1'Angleterre,  que 
cette  affaire  foit  reglee  avec  1'Empire,  fa  Majefte  n'ayant  pas 
intention  de  deroger  aux  Traitcs  de  Weflphalia  fur  le  fait  de 
religion. 

O.  (9)  Le  Roi  promet  aunom  du  Roi  d'Efpagne,  fon  petit- 
fils,  que  Gibraltar  &  le  Port  Mahon  demeureront  entre  les 
mains  des  Anglois. 

D.  Qu'il  foit  cede  a  1'Angleterre  une  etendue  de  terre  de 
deux  portees  de  canon  autour  de  Gibraltar,  &  toute  I'llle  de 
Minorque. 

R.  C'ett  avec  beaucoup  de  peine  que  le  Roi  a  fait  confentir 
le  Roi  d'Efpague  a  laiflcr  Gioraltar  aux  Anglois,  1'intention. 
de  ce  Prince  etant,  comme  il  s'en  eft  explique  plufieurs  fois, 
de  ne  pas  ccder  un  pouce  de  terrain  en  Efpagne.  II  fera  plus 
difficile  encore  d'obtenir  de  lui  la  moindre  complaifance  fur 
un  point  aulli  important,  a  prefent  qu'on  le  pre(Te  de  renoncer 
a  fes  droits  fur  la  couronne  de  France,  &  qu'on  veut  qu'il  re- 
garde  1'Efpagne  comme  le  feul  patrimoine  qu'il  puifle  laifler 
a  fes  defcendans. 

Ainfi  cette  demande  nouvelle  fera  certainement  refufee,  & 
le  pouvoir  que  fa  Majefte  a  rec,u  du  Roi  Catholique  eft  direfte- 
ment  contraire  a  cette  pretenfion. 

Comme  il  ne  s'eft  pas  explique  fur  la  ceffion  entiere  de 
rifle  de  Minorque,  le  Roi  veut  bien  employer  fes  offices  pour 
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rencontrent,    comme    trop   difficiles    a   etre 

ajuftes, 


1'obtenir,  comme  un  efpece  ('/equivalent  du  terrain  que  les 
Anglois  demandent  aujourd'hui  autour  de  Gibraltar ;  &  des  a 
pn-fent  fa  Majefte  promet  que  1'Ifle  de  Minorque  entiere  leur 
lera  cedce  en  cette  confederation; 

0.  ( 10)  LesAnglois  auront  apres  la  paix  conclue,  la  Traite  des 
Negres  aux  Indes  Occidentals,  autrement  le  pafte  d'affiento 
des  negres,  aux  memes  conditions  que  cette  convention  a  ete 
faite  par  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  aux  Francois ;  en  forte  que  la  Cotn- 
pagnie  qui  fera  etablie  pour  cet  effet  en  Angleterre  aura  la 
prerogative  de  faire  repofer,  vendre,  &  debiter  fes  negres  dana 
toutes  les  places  &  ports  de  I'Amerique,  fur  la  Mer  du  Nord, 
dans  celui  de  Buenos  Ayres,  &  generalement  dans  toutes  les 
places  &  ports  dont  1'er.trce  etoit  permife  aux  vaifleaux  de  la 
Compagnie  formee  en  France,  fous  le  nom  de  I'Affiento. 

D.  Que  les  Francois  ne  puiflent  retirer  leurs  efFets  de 
I'Affiento  que  fur  des  vaifleaux  Anglois  ou  Efpagnols. 

R.  Les  interefles  a  la  Compagnie  de  I'Affiento  s'en  tiendront 
precifement  aux  termes  de  leur  traite,  par  confequent,  ils 
ne  pourront  faire  de  commerce  direcl  aux  Indes,  fous  pre- 
texte  de  retirer  leurs  effets.  Ils  les  perdroit-nt  abfolument 
s'ils  etoient  obliges  d'employer  pour  les  charger  d'autres 
vaifleaux  que  ceux  de  leur  Compagnie. 

La  paix  ayant  pour  objet  de  procurer  le  bien  commun  des 
Francois  &  des  Anglois,  il  ne  feroit  pas  jufte  qu'un  des 
premiers  avantages  qu'elle  doit  procurer  a  1'Angleterre,  f ut  ait 
prejudice  de  la  nation  Franc,oife.  Si  les  Anglois  veulent 
traiter  des  efFets  de  la  Compagnie  Franc_oifc,  on  levera,  par 
cet  expedient,  1'inconvenient  qu'ils  apprehendent. 

0.  (i  i)  Le  dit  pafte  fera  pour  le  tenne  de  trente  ans,  &  il 
fera  affigne  u  la  Compagnie  Angloife  de  1'affiento  une  etendue 
de  terrain  fur  la  Riviere  de  la  Plata,  fur  lequel  elle  pourra 
non-feulement  rafralchir  fes  negres,  mais  les  garder  en  furet* 
jufqu'a  ce  qu'ils  foient  vendus,  fuivant  les  conditions  qui 
feront  ftipulees  par  la  convention  qui  doit  etre  paflee  pour 
1'affiento;  &  pour  empccher  qu'il  ne  foit  abufe  de  cette  per- 
miHion,  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  nommera  un  otficier  pour  y  veiller, 
a  1'infpeflion  duquel  les  interefles  a  la  dite  compagnie,  & 
geaeralement  tons  ceux  qu'ils  employeront  pour  en  faire  le 
fervice,  feront  foumis. 

/).  Que  ce  terrain  foit  au  choix  des  Anglois,  &  que  1'In- 
fpefteur  Efpagnol  foit  fupprime. 

R.  On  fait  en  Angleterre  quelles  font  les  demandes  qui  ont 
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ajultes,  pourvu  que  1'article  de  la   reunion 

fait 

ice  faites  au  Roi  fur  cet  article ;  fa  Majefte  les  a  obtemies  dvr 
Roi  fon  petir-fils,  avec  beaucoup  de  peine  ;  elle  ne  peut  Jui 
demandei  ni  permettre  en  fon  nom  tie  nouvelles  additions  a  ce 

3u'il  a  deja  c£d&  en  faveur  de  la  paix  ;    fi  les  Anglois  croyent 
evoir  infifter  pour  obtenir  de  nouvtrux  avantages,  il  faut 
qu'ils   trnitent    direftement   avec    les   Plenipotentiaries   d'Ef- 
pagne,  &   pour  cet  effet  qu'on   leur   accorde   incel'amment 
les  paflej-orts  neceflaires  pour  fe  rendre  a  Utrecht. 

(12)  Tous  les  avantages,  droits,  &  privileges,  qui  font 
deja  accordes,  ou  qui  pourrcnt  etre  accordes  dorenavant  par 
1'Efpagne,  aux  fujets  de  la  France,  ou  de  quelque  autre 
nation  que  ce  foit,  feront  pareillement  aux  fujets  de  la  Reine 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

(13)  Sa  Majefte  promet  pareillement  que  toutes  les  mar- 
chandifes  du  cru  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  qui  des  ports  d'Ef- 
pagne, ou  feront  faites  les  expeditions  des  vaifTeaux  pour  les 
Indes   Efpagnoles,  pafleront  aux  Indes,  feront  exemptes  dc 
tous  droits,  tant  de  ceux  d'entrce  &  de  fortie  d'Efpagne,  que. 
de  ceux  d'entree  dans  les  Indes. 

(14)  Tous  les  articles  ci-dtflus  feront  en'iendus  dans  le  traitc 
de  paix  de  la  maniere  la  plus  ample  &  la  plus  convenable,  &: 
on  y  ajoutera  toutes  les   claufes  de  ceflations  d'hoftilites,  & 
autres  furetes  reciproques  ftlon  1'ufage   ordinaire  des  traitcs 
precedent?,  qui  feront  rappelles  pour  avoir  leur  ancienne  force 
&  vigueur,  a  i'exception  des  chofes  auxquelles  celui-ci  aura 
deroge,  &  cette  claufe  fera  mife  a  la  fin  de  chaque  inftrument. 

Pour  le  Due  de  Savoye. 

O,  (i)  Son  droit  &  fon  rang  a  la  fucceffion  d'Efpagne 
feront  declares  &  reconnus  conformement  au  teftament  de 
Charles  II. 

D.  On  demande  que  cet  article  foit  mis  en  ces  termes : 
Le  Rang  du  Due  de  Savoye  a  la  fucceflion  d'Efpagne  fera 
conferve  a  fon  Altefle  Royale,  fuivant  fon  droit. 

K.  Le  Roi  veut  bien  a  ia  confideration  d'Angleterre,  pafler 
cet  article  comme  elle  le  demande,  nonobflant  1'interet  que  fa 
IViajede  peut  avoir  de  rappeller  &  de  citer  en  cette  occafion 
le  teftament  de  Charles  II. 

O.  (a)  Le  Roi  lui  rencira  la  Savoye  &  le  Comte  de  Nice, 
avec  ieurs  dependances. 

(3)  Le  Roi  lui  cedera  de  plus  Exilles  &  Feneftrelles  avec 
la  V  allee  de  Pragcias. 

D.  Son  Altefle  Royale  demande  en  outre  les  vallees  au-delu 
*in  Muju  Gent- vre  y  compris  celle  de  Chateau  Dauphin,  le 

Fen 
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foit  line  fois  pafTe  ;  &  parce  que  fi  nous  ne 

fommes 


Fort  Barraux,  &  le  territoire  qui  va  de  ee  Fort  jufques  aux 
confins  de  la  Savoye,  comine  il  eft  porte  dans  le  41116  article  d© 
fes  dernandes  fpecifiques,  les  villages  au-dela  du  Rhone  du 
cote  de  la  Savoye,  le  droit  de  garnifon  dans  Monaco,  & 
le  domaine  direct  de  Manton  &  de  Roquebrune. 

R.  Le  Roi  ne  peut  croirc  que  1'Angleterre,  defirant  fin- 
cerement  la  conclufion  d'une  paix  ferme  &  folide,  veuille 
donner  lieu  a  de  nouvdles  guerres  en  admettant  au  Due  de 
Savoye  les  portes  de  la  France.  II  ri'a  ni  droir,  ni  meme 
pretexte  apparent  pour  demander  comme  il  fait,  une  partie 
ciu  Dauphine.  Il  ne  peut  appuyer  fur  aucun  fondement 
jufte  &  raifonnable  la  pretenlion  qu'il  forme  fur  les  biens 
d'un  tiers  tel  que  le  Prince  de  Monaco ;  ainfi  fa  Majefte 
croit  beaucoup  faire  de  laifler  a  la  consideration  de  1'Angle- 
terre,  Exilles,  Fencftrelles,  &  la  Vallee  de  Pragclas  au  Due 
de  Savoye* 

Elle  avoit  meme  lieu  de  juger  par  les  premieres  propositions 
que  Ton  connoiflbit  en  Angleterre,  que  ce  Prince  auroit  du 
fe  contenter  de  la  restitution  de  la  Savoye,  &  du  Comt£  de 
Nice,  fans  demander  encore  ces  deux  places,  qui  ne  peuvent 
lui  appartenir  par  aucun  autre  titre  que  celui  de  la  guerre, 
&  de  la  bienfeance. 

O.  (4)  Les  ceffions  dans  le  Milanez  &  autrcs  faites  a  fon 
Altefle  Royale,  par  1'Empereur  Leopold,  feront  confirmees. 

(5)  Son  AltelFe  Royale  pourra  faire  telles  fortifications 
qu'il  lui  plaira  dans  les  lieux  acquis  par  les  precedents  traites, 
ians  neanmoins  deroger  a  celui  de  Turin,  fait  en  1696. 

D.  Qu'elle  aura  le  pouvoir  de  fortifier  tous  les  lieux 
qu'il  lui  plaira,  nonobftant  le  Traite  de  Turin. 

R.  L'intention  de  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye  eft  appa- 
remment  de  fortifier  Pignerol.  L'interet  de  la  France  n'a 
pas  change  depuis  le  traite  fait  a  Turin,  en  1696.  II  n'eft 
pas  moins  important  qu'il  1'etoit  alors  d'empScher  que 
Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye  ne  fortjfie  cette  ville,  on  peut 
meme  dire  que  le  peril  en  feroit  plus  grand,  ce  Prince  ac- 
querant  encore  Exilles,  &  Feneftrelles,  &  fa  puiflance  etant 
augmentee  du  cote  de  1'ltalie. 

L' Angleterre  devenant  amie  de  la  France  ne  doit  pas 
moins  s'interefier  a  fon  repos,  &  a  la  tranquillite  de  fes 
j)rovinces,  qu'a  1'aggrandiflement  inutile  de  Monfieur  le 
Due  de  Savoye. 

O.  (6;  Le  commerce  de  France  en  Ptedmont,  &  de  Piedmont 
en  France,  fe  lera  fuivant  le  Trait£  de  Turin. 

U  a  (7)  Sou 
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ibmmes   pas  aflez  heureux  pour  reuffir   en 
traitant  de  cet  expedient,  ce  fera  une  peine 

fort 


(7)  Son  Altefle  Royale  pourra  vcndre  librement  la  Baronie 
des  Eflarts,  &  autres  biens  &  effets  qu'elle   peut  avoir  en 
France. 

(8)  Le  Roi  confent  que  fon  Altefle  Royale  augmente  fes 
domaines  en  Italie  autant  qu'il  lui  plaira. 

Pour  la  Pru/e. 

O.    (i)   Le  Roi  de  Prulfe  fera  reconnu  par  la  France. 

(2)  Le  Roi  le  laillera  jouir  paifiblement  de  la  fouverainete 
«les  Comtes  de  Neufchatel  &  de  Valengin,  avtc  promefle  de 
ne  le  jamais  troubler  dans  cette  pofieflion,  &  de  ne  donner 
imcime  efpece  d'affiftance  a  ceux  qui  voudront  la  lui  dif- 
puter. 

D.  Que  les  Comtes  de  Neufchatel  &  de  Valengin  foient  re- 
connus  Membres  du  Corps  Helvetique,  du  confentement  de  fa 
Majefte. 

R.  Cette  nouveaute  ne  depend  pas  du  confentement  du 
Roi,  tout  le  Corps  Helvetique  eft  interefle  a  cette  propofition. 
Elle  ne  feroitpas  unanimement  re$ue  de  tons  les  membres  qui 
le  compofent;  plufieurs  auroient  interc-t  de  s'y  oppofer,  & 
peut-etre  meme  tous  les  Cantons  Proteflans  ne  feroient  pas 
du  meme  avis. 

Les  Comtes  de  Neufchatel  &  de  Vallengin  font  allies  des 
Suifles.  Le  Roi  promettra  de  les  reconnoitre,  &  de  les 
trailer  en  cette  qualite. 

O.  (3)  Les  fujets  de  la  couronne  de  Prufle  jouiront  pour  le 
commerce  en  France  des  memes  avantages  qui  feront  ac- 
cordes  aux  fujets  de  fa  Majefte  Britannique  &  des  Etals-Ge- 
neraux,  a  condition  de  la  reciprocite. 

(4)  Le  Roi  favprifera  de  tout  fon  pouvoir  les  pretenfions  de 
la  Prufle  fur  la  ville  &  le  canton  de  Gueldres,  la  viile   &  le 
pays  d'Ercklens,  qu'elle  demande,  pourvu  qu'il   n'en   coute 
a  la  France  aucun  dedommagement  envers  ceux  qui  conteft- 
cnt  cette  polTeflion  a  la  Prutfe. 

(5)  Lc  Roi  donnera  jufqu'a  douze  cents  mille  livres,  mon- 
noie  de  France,  a  ce  Prince  pour  acheter  fes  droits  fur  la 
principaute  d'Orange. 

D.  Qu'on  lu-i  laifle  1'option  de  Targest  qu'on  lui  ofFre,  ou 
de  la  liziere  qu'il  demande  en  Tranche  Comtc.  II  offre  feule- 
ment  de  laifler  au  Roi  le  Chateau  de  Joux  au  moyen  d'un 
equivalent ;  de  plus  que  les  terres  de  la  Maifon  de  Chalons 

lui 
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fort  inutile   que  de   negocier  fur  les  autres 
points.  Je  fuis,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN. 


lui  foient  ajugees,  &  que  tous  les  edits  &  arre'ts  rendus  contre 
les  Proteftans  d'Orange  foient  cafles. 

R.  Le  Roi  croit  beaucoup  faire,  &  donner  une  marque  de 
fa  confideration  particuliere  pour  1'Angleterre,  en  donnant 
douze  cents  mille  francs  a  ce  Prince,  fous  pretexte  d'acheter 
des  droits  dont  fa  Majefte  fait  qu'elle  ne  peut  fe  fervir 
valablement,  contre  les  pretendans  a  la  Principaute  d'Orange. 

Jl  n'eft  done  pas  queftion  du  choix  entre  cette  offre,  &  une 
pretenfion  auili  mai-fondee  que  celle  de  la  pretendue  liziere, 
que  les  Miniftres  de  Prude  out  demandee  en  Tranche  Comte. 

La  fomme  de  1,200,000  livres  offerte  a  leur  maitre  eft  im 
present  que  le  Roi  veut  lui  faire  pour  le  bien  de  la  paix, 
&  le  cblorer  feulerr/ent  du  pretexte  d'acheter  fes  droits  fur 
la  principaute  d;Orange  :  car,  autrement,  fa  Majefte  n'avoit 
point  d'autre  rcponfe  a  faire  que  d'aflurer  qu'elle  laifleroit 
aux  pretendans  la  liberte  de  pourfuivre  leurs  droits  fur  la 
principaute  d'Orange  par-devant  les  tribunaux  qui  en  doivent 
juger. 

Cette  reponfe  eft  la  feule  qu'elle  puiflc  faire  au  fujet  des 
terres  de  la  Maifon  de  Chalons,  dont  aucune  n'a  mfime  I'appa- 
rence  de  fouverainet^,  &  par  confequent  nul  pretexte  de  fe 
fouftraire  a  la  jurifdiciion  des  juges  ordinaires. 

Sa  Majefte  ne  rend  compte  a  perfonne  des  edits,  &  des 
arrets  qu'elle  donne  pour  1'ordre  interieur  de  fon  royaume. 

(6)  Si  ce  Prince  accepte  les  conditions  ci-deilus,  le  Roi  lui 
donnera  le  titre  de  Majefte. 

(7)  Le  Roi  confent  &  demande  lui-meme  que  les  treizc 
cantons  foient  compris  dans  la  paix  generale. 

Pour  le  Portugal. 

O.  Le  Roi  convertira  en  traite  delinitif  le  traite  provifionel 
conclu  entre  la  France  &  le  Portugal  on  1700,  en  fe  refer- 
vant  la  navigation  libre  du  Fleuvc  des  Amazones,  qui  doit 
«-tre  libre  entre  les  deux  nations. 

D.  Que  les  avantages  qui  lui  out  etc  promis  par  la  Maifon 
d'Autriche  tant  en  Efpagne  qu'aux  indes,  lui  foient  ac- 
cordes;  favoir,  les  villes  de  Badajos,  Alcantara,  Albuquerque, 
&  Valencia,  dans  1'Eftremadure ;  celles  de  Bayona,  Vigo, 
Tuy,  &  Guardia,  dans  la  Galice. 

Que  tout  ce  qui  eft  entre  la  Riviere  dc  la  Plata  &  le  Brazil, 
U  3  liu 
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To  the  Earl  of  Straff  or  d. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  April  29th,  1712. 
THE  fame   complaint  as   you    make  in 
your  letter  of  the  6th  of  May,  N.S'.  which 
I  received  this  morning,  you   will,  I  fear, 

have 


lui  foit  cede,  enforte  que  cette  riviere  ferve  de  limitcs  aux 
deux  etats. 

Que  le  Roi  Philippe  V  lui  cede  pour  barriere  Coria,  Ciu- 
dad  Rodrigo,  Puebla  de  Canabria,  &  Monterey,  avec  leurs 
dependancts. 

Enfaite  que  1'Efpagne  paye  ce  qui  eft  du  a  1'ancienne 
compagnie  Portr^iife  de  1'Affiento,  dont  1'Angleterre  &c  ies 
Etats-Generaux  font  g?rants.  Enfin  que  la  France  lui  cede  Ies 
Terres  du  Cap  de  Nord  dans  I'Amerique  Meridionale, 
nonobftant  tout  traite  provifionel  ou  definitif. 

R.  Si  le  Roi  de  Portugal  avoit  conquis  i'Efpagne,  ou  con- 
tribue  par  des  armees  puiflantes  a  la  foumettre  a  1'Archiduc, 
il  ne  formeroit  pas  des  demandes  plus  hautes  que  cedes  qui  font 
contenues  danscet  article..  Le  RoiCatholique  n'accordera rien 
aux  Portugais  en  Efpagr.e. 

Jl  n'y  a  pas  d'apparence  qu'il  foit  plus  facile  fur  Ies  de- 
mandes  qu'ils  font  dans  Ies  Indes.  C'eft  un  article  a  dif- 
cuter  entre  Ies  Plenipotentiaires  d'Efpagne  &  ceux  de  Por- 
tugal, aufii-bien  que  ies  comptes  a  regler  de  ce  qui  eft  du  a, 
Tancienne  compagnie  Portugaife  de  1'Affiento. 

II  faut  feulemert  obierver  que  fi  Ies  pretenfions  des  Por- 
tugais etoient  ecoutees,  le  Roi  Catholique  auroit  feulement 
le  nom  de  Roi  d'Efpagne,  mais  qu'en  effet  fon  royaume  feroit 
partage  avec  un  ennemi  puiflant.  Que  pour  acheter  un  etat 
mcertain  &  dang-.reux,  on  veut  1'obliger  a  renoncer  a  fes 
droits,  &  a  ceux  de  fes  defcendans  fur  la  monarchic  de 
France. 

Le  Roi  fait  beaucoup  pour  Ies  Portugais  en  confentant  que 
le  traite  provifionel  cor.clu  a  Lifbonue  en  1700,  foit  convert! 
en  traite  definitif.  C'eft  tout  ce  que  fa  Majefle  peut  leur 
accofder ;  ils  n'oat  pas  demande  d'avantage  en  fignant  le 
traite  de  Jigue  offenfive  avec  elle,  &  avec  le  Roi  d'Efpagne. 

Pour 
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Jhave  occafion  to   repeat ;  our  office-letters 
are    extremely    barren,   and   fo   they    muft 

continue, 

Ponr  r»  Maifcn  a' A.ttriche,  &  pour  I1  Empire. 

O.  (i)  Le  Rhin  fervira  de  limites  entre  ia  France  &  1'Em- 
pire,  de  forte  que  le  Roi  rendra  Brifac  &  le  Fort  de  Key],  en 
1'etat  cm  iis  font,  cedera  Landau  en  1'ctat  ou  il  eft,  rafera  tous 
les  forts  qu'il  pofsede  au-dela  du  Rhin  &  dans  le  Rhin,  y 
compris  le  Fort  Louis,  aulli-bien  que  ceiui  de  la  Pile  pres 
de  Stralbourg,  a  condition,  &  non-autrement,  que  ie  Roi  reti- 
endra  tout  ce  qu'il  pofsede  en  dec.ii  ce  fteave,  conlormemeut 
au  traite  de  Ryfwic. 

D.  Que  Stralbourg  foit  rendu,  Huningue,  &  le  Neuf  Brifac 
rafes. 

Que  1'Alface  ne  demeure  a  la  France  que  fuivant  1'inter- 
prctation  que  1'Empire  &  la  Maifon,  d'Autiiche  donnent  au 
fens  litferal  du  traite  de  Munfter. 

R.  Le  Roi  confervera  Strafbourg  cede  a  fa  Majefte  non- 
feuiement  en  confequence  des  droits  que  la  ccifion  de  i'Alface 
lui  donnoit  fur  cette  ville,  mais  encore  comine  en  ('change  de 
Fribourg,  de  Brifac,  &  du  droit  de  garnifon  dans  Philipibourg 
acquis  a  fa  Majefte  par  les  traitcs  de  Weftphalie  &  de 
Nimegue. 

Les  fortifications  de  Neuf  Brifac  fubfifteront,  cette  place 
£tant  ntceflaire  pour  la  barriere  de  la  France,  lorfqu'elle  rend 
a  la  Maifon  d'Autriche  le  vieux  Brifac. 

11  n'y  a  point  d'autre  interprelation  a  donncr  au  traite  de 
Munfter  fur  la  poflcfiion  de  TAlface,  que  le  fens  entendu 
par  les  ambaffcdeurs  &  miniftres  qui  ont  figncs  les  traitcs  dc 
Nimegue  &  de  Ryfwic. 

O.  (2)  Le  Roi  reconnoitra  1'Eltfteur  d'H^nover. 

(3)  L'Ele6teur  de  Treves  fera  rctabli  clans  la  poireflioti  de 
fa  ville  de  Treves,  &  gencralement  de  tout  ce  qui  lui  ap- 
partient. 

D.  II  demande  fon  retabiifTement  dans  !e  Grand  Piieurc  de 
Caftiile,  &  la  reftituliondes  fruits  qu'il  pretend  n'avoir  etc  que 
fequeftres. 

R.  Le  Roi  promet  d'obtenir  du  Roi  d'Efpagne  que  le  Grand 
Prienre  de  Caftiile  foit  rendu  a  I'Eleftcur  de  Treves. 

Quant  a  la  reititurion  des  fruits,  fa  Majefte  promet  fes  of- 
fices  pour  la  procurer,  ne  fachant  pas  quel  eft  fur  ce  fujet 
1'ufage  d'Efpagne,  &  c'eft  encore  un  point  a  difcuter  avcc 
les  Pleninotenti  ures  de  cette  couronne. 

0.  (4)  Le  Roi  confentira,  fi  I'En-.pire  le  juge  u  propos, 
'  U  4  que 
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continue,  till  we  get  out  of  this  uncertain 
ftate,  till  we  know  what  the  French  will 

do 

/ 

que  le  Langrave  de  Hefle  Cartel  foit  mis  en  pofieffion  de 
Rhynfels,  St.  Goar,  &:  Kalz,  a  condition  que  la  religion  foit 
confervce  en  1'etat  ou  elle  eft. 

D.  On  demande  que  1'article  de  Ja  religion  foit  aufli  dedd6 
par  1'Empire. 

R.  Comme  cette  affaire  particuliere  regarde  effeftivement 
1'empire,  le  Roi  confent  qu'elle  foit  remife  a  fa  decifion. 

O.  (5)  Pour  ce  qui  regarde  la  Maifon  d'Autriche  en  partir 
culier,  le  Rci  promet  que  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  lui  cedera  les 
Royaumes  de  Naples  &.de  Sardaigne,  lesquatre  places  de  Tof- 
cane,  &  quant  au  Duche  dc  Milan  ce  qui  n'en  fera  point  cede 
au  Due  de  Savoye. 

Les  Pays-Bas  Efpagnols,  a  1'exception  de  la  ville  &  du 
territoire  de  Gueldres,  qui  doivent  demeurer  a  la  Prufle,  comme 
il  eft  ci-deflus  explique. 

D.  On  demande  la  Sitilc  pour  la  Maifon  d'Autriche. 
R.  Le  Roi  £  leRoi  d'Efpagne  font  non-feulement  engages 
envers  PElccleur  de  Baviere  a  Je  r£tablir  dans  fes  etats,  mais 
encore  a  le  dedommager  des  pertes  qu'il  a  faites  pendant  le 
cours  de  la  prefente  guerre. 

C'eft  en  cette  confideration  que  le  Roi  Catholique  lui  a, 
cede  les  Pays-Bas  Efpagnols,  s'il  faut  que  1'Electeur  s'en  de-r 
fifte  pour  le  bien  de  la  p.aix,  le  Roi  &  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  font 
obliges  a  lui  donner  un  autre  dedommagement.  Le  royaume 
tie  Sicile  eft  le  feul  etat  dont  1'Efpagne  puiiTe  difpofer  en 
faveur  de  ce  prince,  &  pour  fatisfaire  aux  engagements  pris 
avec  lui. 

II  eft  d'autant  plus  neceflaire  de  ftipujer  cette  condition 
qu'il  paroit  que  1'Empire  s'oppofe  a  ion  retabliflement  dans 
le  rang  de  premier  Eiccleur,  &:  que  Ton  demande  que  le  Haut 
Palatinat  foit  conferve  a  1'Elecleur  Pclatin,  &  aprcs  lui  au 
Prince  Charles  de  Neuburg,  fon  frere,  pour  ne  retourner 
jqu'apres  la  mort  de  ces  Princes  a  1'Elefteur  de  Baviere  ou  a  fes 
enfans. 

0.  (6)  Le  tout  a  condition  que  les  Elefteurs  de  Cologne 
&  de  Baviere  feront  retablis  dans  ieurs  efats,  dignites,  biens, 
meubles,  &c. 

D.  On  ne  s'oppofera  pas  a  ce  que  le  Duche  de  Baviere 

{bit  rendu  a  Monlieur  I'Eiecteur  de  ce  nom,  &  qu'il  foit  un 

neuvitme  &  dernier  Eledeur,  a  condition  qu'il  renonce  aa 

JJaut  Palatinat,  &  a  la  dignitc  de  premier  Elefteur,  fans  pou- 

5  vpir 
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do  upon    the  great  article,  and  till  we  fee 
what  pli  the  Dutch  will  at  laft  take. 

I  inclofe 
/ 

voir  efperer  d'y  parvenir  qu'apres  le  mort  de  I'Ele&eur  Fala- 
tin,  &   du  Prince  Charles  fon  frere. 

Et  quant  a  1'Elefteur  de  Cologne,  lorfqu'il  fera  r£tabli  dans 
fes  etats,  il  fera  difpofe  fuivant  le  defir  des  allies,  de  lagarnifon 
qui  fera  mife  ou"  non  dans  la  ville  de  Bonn. 

R.  Quoique  cette  condition  foit  injurieufe  a  I'Elefteur  de 
Baviere,  le  Roi  veut  bien  y  confentir,  moyennant  le  dedom- 
magement  du  royaume  de  Sicile,  parce  que  le  titre  de  Roi 
etfacera  ce  qu'il  y  a  d'offei^ant  dans  la  place  de  dernier  Elec- 
teur,  qu'on  veut  lui  donner  au  lieu  du  premier  rang  qu'il 
avoit  dans  le  College  Electoral. 

Sa  Majefte  propofe  que  les  fortifications  de  Bonn  foientra- 
f£es,  &  cet  expedient  lui  paroit  plus  convenable  que  de  mettre 
dans  cette  place  une  garnifon  qui  ne  depende  pas  de  1'Elec- 
teur  de  Cologne.  / 

O.  (7)  On  accorder?.  reciproquement  un  pardon  general  aux 
fujets  de  toutes  les  parties  de  la  Monarchic  Efpagnole,  qui  au- 
ront  dans  cette  guerre  des  partis  differens,  avec  reftitution  des 
biens  &  honneurs. 

Pcur  les  Elats-Giniraux. 

(1)  Les  Pays-Bas  Catholiques  hors  ce  qui  en  reftera  au  Roi, 
a  1'exception   fufdite   de  Gueldrcs,    appartieridront  en  pro- 
priete  a  la  Maifon  d'Autriche. 

(2)  La  barriere  fera  formee  des  Pays-Bas  Efpagnols,  tels 
que  les  Allies  les  occupent  aujourd'hui,  aux  quels  on  ajoutera 
Luxembourg,  en  refervant  la  principaute  de  trente  mille  ecus 
de  rente,  donnee  par  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  a  Madame  la  Prin- 
cefTedes  Ur(i,n3,  Namur,  Charleroy,  Nieuport,  Ypres  &  fa  cha- 
tellenie,    Fwrnes   &    Furnambach,  la  Knoque,  Menin  &   fa 
verge,  a  condition  que  Lille  en  I'etat  ou  elle  eft,  avec  fes  de- 
pendances,  fera  rendue  a  la  France,  pour  equivalent  de  la 
demolition  de  Dunkerque  &  Tournay,    avec   le   Tournefis, 
Douay,  Bethune,  Aire,  St.  Veiiant,  &  Bouchain,  en  I'etat  bii 
ils  font,  avec  leurs  dependances  ;  comme  aufli  tout  le  canon  k 
les  munitions  de  guerre  qui  s'y  trouveronr,  en  echange  des 
places  que  la  France  ajoute,  pour  fortifier  la  barriere,  &  de 
celles  qui  feront  cedees  par  I'Elecleur  de  Baviere,  qui  les 
pofscde  aduellement. 

D.  Outre  les  places  offertec;  pour  la  barriere,  on  demande  la 
ceflion  de  Tournay,  &  de  Tournefis,  auffi-bien  que  de  Conde, 
du  canon  &  des  munitions  de  guerre  qui  font  dans  les  places 
fcdces. 

Pe 
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I  inclofe  a  copy  of  the  laft  letter  which 
I  have  received  from  the  Marquis  de  Torcy, 

and 

De  plus,  une  renoncialion  a  perpetuite  pour  tous  Rois, 
Princes,  &  Princefles  du  fang  royal  de  France,  a  tous  droits 
prcfens  &  a  venir,  cu  pofiibles,  fur  ce  qui  comrofera  la  bar- 
riere, en  tout  ou  en  partie. 

On  refufe  de  convenir  de  la  principaute  accordee  ou  refervee 
a.  la  Princeffe  des  Urlins. 

R.  Le  Roi  infifte  fur  la  reftitution  de  Tournay,  &  du 
Tournefis,  comme  efTentieiks  pour  aifurer  la  barriere  dont  ia 
France  a  befoin  du  cote  des  Pays-Bas. 

Cette  barriere  ell  d'autant  plus  importante  que  la  pu'uTance 
de  la  Maifon  d'Autriche'devient  formidabie  par  la  reunion 
de  tant  d'etats  confidtrables  en  la  perfsnne  du  me'me  Prince, 
Tout  eft  a  craindre  d'un  voifin  auffi  dangereux,  plus  applique 
a  fes  affaires  qu'aucun  de  fes  predecefleurs,  qui  fe  fait  honneur 
de  marcher  fur  les  traces  de  Charles  V,  &  ne  difiimule  pas 
le  dcffein  qu'i!  a  de  s'agrandir.  On  ne  pent  douter  'auffi  qu'U 
ne  foit  fortement  aide  par  la  republique  d'Hollande,  I'expe-, 
vience  ayant  fait  voir  que  bien  loin  de  craindre  le  pouvoir 
de  la  Maifon  d'Autriche,  ce^te  r6publique  fait  confifter  fa  gloire 
&  fa  furete  a  multiplier  le  nombre  des  etats  de  cette  puif- 
fante  maifon. 

La  meme  raifoa  d'afiurer  la  frontiere  du  royaume  demande 
que  le  Roi  conferve  la  place  de  Conde,  &  fa  Majefle  ne  doitr 
pas  fe  relacher  fur  cet  article. 

Comme  eile  en  connoit  parfaitementtmites  les  confequences, 
elle  reifentira  vivement  le  plailir  que  PAngieterre  lui  fera  de 
contribuer  a  la  reftitution  de  Tournay  &  du  Tournefis,  &  de 
faire  cefier  toutes  demandes  au  fujet  de  Cond/j :  et  pour  en 
donner  des  marques  rceiies  a  cette  couronne,  fa  Majefte  veut 
bien  s'engager  que  fi  Tournay  &  le  Tournefis  lui  font  refti- 
tues,  que  tosntes  demandes  au  fujet  de  Conde  ceflent,  &  qu'elie 
conferve  auili  cetle  place  par  la  paix.  Elleatcordera  en  ce  cas, 
a  la  pure  conlideration  de  i'Angieterre,  de  ccmbler  le  Port  de 
Dunkerque,  quoique  fa  Ivlajefte  connoia'ant  le  prejudice  que 
cette  conduion,  fi  fortement  demandee  par  les  Anglois,  iui 
cauferoit,  ait  toujours  refufe  de  1'accorder. 

Elle  confenrira  de  plus  a  faire  d-3mo'.ir  les  fortifications  de 
Pergh  Sc.  Vinofe,  avec  le  Fort  Francois  qui  en  depend,  &• 
meme  s'il  eft  neceflaire  a  ceder  cette  ville  ra.iee  au  Prince  a  qui 
ies  Pays-Eas  appartiendrcnt. 

£l;e  conientira  pareiliement  u   laiGtr  le  canon  &  Ies  muni- 
2  tious 
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and  another  of  my  anfwer  to  him,  which 
will,  I  hope,  be  diipatched  to-night  or  to- 
morrow morning.  Copies  have  been  already 
transmitted  to  your  Lordfhip  of  the  feveral 
letters  which  preceded  theie,  fo  that  your 
Lordfhip  and  Lord  Privy  Seal  are  as  fully 
apprized  of  this  under-plot,  as  we  are  who 
fit  in  the  cabinet  here.  The  whole  event 
of  our  treaty  turning  on  this  article  of  the 
reunion,  I  mould  not  think  our  affairs  in  a 
very  good  fituation,  had  I  not  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Treafurer  knows,  that  this  ex- 
pedient, or  fomething  very  near  to  it,  will 

tions  de  guerre  qui  fe  trouveront  dans  les  places  qu'elle  ce- 
dera,  a  condition  que  le  canon  &  les  munitions  de  guerre  de- 
meureront  auffi  dans  les  places  qui  lui  feront  cedees  &  appar- 
tiennent  a  fa  Majefte". 

La  condition  doir  etre  reciproque,  ou  de  laifTer  toute  1'ar- 
tillerie,  &  ce  qui  en  depend  dans  les  places  cedees,  tant  de  la 
part  du  Roi  que  de  celle  de  fes  ennemis,  ou  de  regier  la  quan- 
tite  qui  en  fera  laifle  dans  chacune  de  ces  places. 

La  renonciation  demandee  au  Roi  eft  une  claufe  tiree  des 
preliminaires  de  1 709.  II  y  auroit  heaucoup  de  raifons  de  la 
rejeter  comme  inutile,  &  mume  comme  abfurde,  mais  fa  Ma- 
jefte"  veut  bien  1'accorder. 

Comme  la  principaute  refervee  par  la  Princefle  des  Urfins, 
n'interefle  en  rien  les  affaires  publiques,  le  Roi  fouhaite  que 
la  diftkulte  fur  cet  article  puifle  etre  levee. 

O.  (3)  Pour  le  commerce  d'Efpagne  &  des  Indes,  il  fera 
comme  il  etoit  fous  le  regne  de  Charles  II ;  &  pour  celui  de 
France  il  fera  comme  il  eft  ftipule  par  le  Traite  de  Ryfwic  ; 
&  on  fuivra  le  Tarif  de  1664,  a  1'exception  de  quatre  genres 
de  marchandifes,  aux  conditions  dont  on  conviendra. 

D.  On  fe  referve  a  waiter  des  quatre  genres  de  marclian- 
difes. 

R.  Le  Roi  1'approuve. 

be 
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be  clofed  with  by  the  French  Court.  I  may 
tell  you,  in  the  utmoft  confidence,  that  the 
firft  hint  was  given  by  him,  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  Council,  and,  by  feveral  expreffions 
which  dropped  from  him,  when  alterations 
were  ftarted,  I  could  plainly  find,  that  he 
knew  what  would  be  inoft,  and  what  leaft 
agreeable  at  Verfailles.  I  have  turned  Gaul- 
tier  round  all  manner  of  ways,  and  I  think 
I  difcover  by  him,  that  they  will  not  be  ob- 
flinate  in  France,  againft  any  expedient  of 
this  nature.  I  flatter  myfelf  that  a  little 
more  or  a  little  lefs  in  the  equivalent,  will 
be  the  principal  difference  between  us.  What 
I  fay  concerning  the  Treasurer's  part  in  this 
matter  is  only  founded  upon  conjecture,  for 
I  do  afTure  you,  I  am  not  in  this  part  of  his 
fecret ;  it  is  therefore  only  for  yourfelf ;  but 
your  Lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  give  my  Lord 
Privy  Seal  communication  of  the  two  let- 
ters. 

Your  judgment  as  to  the  Dutch  is  un- 
doubtedly right ;  and  I  believe  you  will  be  of 
opinion  that  after  the  fleps  which  the  Queen 
has  made  towards  them,  it  is  not  at  all  re- 
pugnant to  our  intereft,  that  they  delay  fet- 
tling a  plan  of  the  general  peace  with  us ; 

fince, 
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fince,  if  France  and  we  agree  about  the 
article  for  preventing  the  union  of  the  two 
monarchies,  we  {hall  certainly  go  on  to  ad- 
juft  with  the  French  the  heads  of  the  future 
treaty ;  and  this  may  be  done  with  a  much 
better  grace,  if,  after  repeated  incitations  to 
open  their  minds,  the  Minifters  of  Holland, 
mould  continue  frill  filent,  than  it  could  be 
if  they  had  freely  declared  their  fentiments, 
and  entered  into  a  formal  concert  with  your 
Lordfhips. 

The  fame  apprehenfions  which  your  Lord- 
mip  has  concerning  Prince  Eugene,  are  en- 
tertained here,  and  I  fend  you  the  copy 
of  a  letter  which  I  diipatched  by  exprefs 
to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  former  letter,  wherein  you 
gave  an  account  of  what  had  parted  whilft 
you  was  at  the  Hague,  with  his  Grace. 

Gaultier  feems  to  me  extremely  fearful 
of  any  action  on  that  fide,  and  he  has,  I  be- 
lieve, ten  times  fince  his  arrival,  ufed  this 
expreffion  :  that  he  hoped  nothing  would  be 
attempted  by  our  army,  till  we  faw  what 
refolution  his  court  would  take  upon  the 
overture  now  made  to  them. 

Hohen- 
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Hohendorf*  knew  you  very  ill,  if  he 
thought  to  impofe  by  fuch  a  tale  as  he  drefled 
up  to  your  Lordihip.  Several  letters  from 
Vienna  have  fallen  into  my  hands,  and  it  is 
prodigious  to  obferve  in  all  of  them,  how 
much  rage  they  exprefs,  that  we  prefume 
to  emancipate  ourfelves  from  the  flavery 
which  we  have  been  under.  I  am,  &c. 


To  the  'Earl  of  Peterborough. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  May  2d,  1712. 

SEVERAL  of  your  Lordfhip's  letters  are 
come,  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  to  my  hands, 
fome  of  them  are  without  any  date,  the 
fremeft  is  of  the  23d  laft  month,  from  Ve- 
nice. 

It  would  be  a  real  and  a  very  great  mor- 
tification to  me,  if  I  imagined  your  Lord- 
Ihip  had  entertained  the  leafr.  doubt  of  that 
friend fhip  which  I  profefs  to  have  for  you  ; 
my  habits  at  Court  have  neither  taught 
me  to  ihow  what  I  do  not  feel,  nor  to  hide 
what  I  do ;  and  my  love  and  my  hate  are  fo 

*  Adjutant-general  to  Prince  Eugene's  command. 

far 
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far  from  not  appearing  in  my  words  and 
actions,  that  they  generally  fit  in  my  very 
face. 

As  I  endeavour  to  do  this  juflice  to  my 
own  heart,  fo,  my  Lord,  you  muft  give  me 
leave  to  do  the  fame  to  thofc  friends  whom 
you  left  behind  you  ;  and  who,  I  dare  anfwer 
for  them,  have  the  fame  efieem  for  your 
merit,  the  fame  affection  for  your  perfon, 
and  the  fame  zeal  for  your  fervice,  which 
they  ever  had.  But,  my  Lord,  in  all  your 
experience,  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  you 
never  palled  through  fuch  a  fcene  of  con- 
fufion  and  difficulty,  as  this  winter  has  af* 
forded  us;  and  though  we  have  kept  one 
point  of  view  ileadily  in  fight,  and  worked 
towards  it,  yet  have  been  forced  to  ihift  our 
courfe,  and  try  different  meafures,  almoft 
every  day. 

Faction  can  invent  nothing;  more  ruinous 

I     O 

to  the  public,  the  rage  of  woman  nothing 
more  barbarous  towards  particular  men,  than 
fome  of  the  intrigues  which  have  been  lately 
carried  on.  At  the  fame  time,  a  nice  nego* 

o 

eiation  has  been  on  foot,  wherein  not  Bri- 
tain alone,  but  all  Europe,  not  the  prefent 
age  alone,  but  pofterity  are  deeply  concern- 
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cd ;  and  this  with  an  enemy,  who  wants  no 
inclination   to  take  advantages,  nor  ikill  to 

o 

manasre  them. 
o 

To  thefe  caufes,  and  to  others  of  a  near 
refemblance  to  thefe,  be  pleafed,  my  Lord, 
to  attribute  the  ftate  of  darknefs  and  un- 
certainty, which  you  complain  you  have 
been  left  in.  The  Queen  has,  from  week 
to  week,  expected  the  moment  when  her 
affairs,  and  the  great  bufinefs  now  in  agi- 
tation, would  require  the  employing  you  in 
a  poll  worthy  of  your  talents,  and,  I  believe, 
agreeable  to  your  wifhes.  That  moment  is 
not  very  far  off,  and  I  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  has  already  hint- 
ed to  your  Lordfhip,  what  you  are  to  expecl. 

The  Duke  of  Savoy  will  find  the  Queen 
is  the  beft  friend  he  and  his  family  have,  and 
therefore,  that  more  confidence  in  her,  and 
lefs  uneafinefs  of  temper,  would  have  be- 
come his  character  better. 

The  alarm  which  we  had  concerning  the 

o 

Prince  Electoral  *,  made  a  great  impreffion 
upon  her  Majefty,  and  under  thefe  firft  ter- 
rors, the  refolution  was  taken  of  giving  your 
Lordfhip  a  commiflion,  which,  I  perceive, 
*  Of  Saxony  renouncing  Protcftant'fm. 

you 
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you  do  not  very  much  relim.  Mackenzie 
was  pitched  upon  by  the  Eleclorefs  Dowa- 
ger, and  trufted  with  her  letters,  and  with 
thofe  of  the  Proteftant  minifters ;  ib  that  if 
he  had  been  guilty  of  any  indifcretion,  we 
fhould  not  be  anfwerable  for  it  ;  but,  I  hope, 
before  this  time,  your  Lord  (hip  has  received 
.  another  account  of  the  adventure  with  his 
fervant. 

As  to  my  own  part,  my  Lord,  in  Parlia- 
ment, or  out  of  it,  as  I  will  always  deferve 
your  friendship,   fo  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  mall 
always  have  it.     But,  my  Lord,  as  to  my 
conducl  in  the  negociation  for  a   peace,  I 
mall   want  no  juftincation.      I  have,  it  is 
true,  acled  as  boldly  in  the  promoting  that 
good    work,  as  your  Lordfliip  ufed  to  do, 
where    you   thought    the    intereft   of  your 
f  country   at  flake  ;  and   I  tell  you,  without 
,  any  Gafconade,   that  I  had  rather  be  ba- 
,  niflred.  for  my  whole   life,  beeaufe  I   have 
helped  to   make  the  peace,  than  be  raifed 
.to ;the  highefl  honours,  for  having  contri- 
buted ,  to '  obftrucl:    it  *  ;    however,   God  be 

.    •    ;    •  •  -  -  • 

This  paffage.  is   remarkable,  on  account  of  the  event 

-  verifying , ''the' alfertion.      Upon  the  return  of  the  Whig  ad- 

]  mJ'iiltration,  at  the^acceffion  of  George  I,  Bolingbroke  was 

impeached  for  helping  to  make  the  peace,  and  adually  went 

.  into  j.  voluntary  exile. 

VOL.  II.  X  praifed! 
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praifed !  we  run  no  rifque  of  this  kind ; 
the  eyes  of  mankind  are  opened,  and  they 
begin  to  fee  the  faJfehood  of  that  fyftem  of 
politics,  on  which  we  have  acted  fo  many 
years  together. 

I  inclofe  this  letter  to  Mr.  Cole,  who  will 
convey  it  to  your  Lordfhip,  wherever  you 
may  happen  to  be.  No  man  loves  you  bet- 
ter, or  honours  you  more  than 

Yours,  &c. 


To      r.  Drummond. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  May  2nd,  1712. 

THE  misfortune,  which  a  combination 
of  ill  people  and  ill  accidents,  is  likely  to 
bring  upon  you,  gives  me  a  moil  fenfible  af- 
fliction ;  your  friends  will  not  change  with 
your  fortune,  and  you  may  depend  upon  the 
beft  fervices  which  we  are  able,  on  this  fide 
the  water,  to  do  you. 

I  believe  my  Lord  Treafurer  gave  thefe 
aflurances  to  Mrs.  Drummond  at  her  depar- 
ture ;  and  when  you  have,  as  well  as  you 
tan,  wound  up  your  bottoms  in  Holland,  I 

hope 
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hope  you  will  feel  the  effefts  of  his  friend- 
Jhip  in  Britain* 

I  doubt  George*  has  been  extravagant, 
and  if  he  has,  thofe  who  blame  him  ought 
to  accufe  themfelves.  If  my  father  fhould 
not  anfwer  the  bills  he  has  drawn,  I  will  not 
fail  to  fee  them  paid,  and  I  give  you  my 
word,  that  the  balance -of  his  account  fhall  be 
made  good  to  you.  There  is  another  debt, 
which  he  ow.es  you,  and  which  he  can  ne- 
ver fatisfy  ;  I  mean  his  debt  of  gratitude, 
for  all  the  kindnefs  which  you  fhowed  him 
in  his  illnefs ;  but  I  -hope  he  will  be  ever 
your  fervant ;  and  fhow,  at  leaft,  he  does 
not  want  the  inclination,  though  he  may 
the  powers. 

As  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  people's 
minds  in  Holland,  I  can  only  fay,  that  the 
Queen  (as  well  as  her  fervants)  is  heartily 
forry  to  find,  that  they  will  continue  the 
bubbles  of  a  faction  here.  It  is  impoffible 
for  her  Majefty  to  go  farther  than  fhe  has 
lately  done,  in  her  offers  to  purchafe  a  good 
underftanding  with  them ;  but  if  this  good- 
nefs  of  hers  does  not  meet  with  a  fuitable  re- 
turn from  them,  fhe  will  think  herfelf  tied 

*  Bolingbroke's  younger  brother. 

X  2  by 
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by  no  obligation  to  them,  and  they  muft 
{land  as  well  as  they  can  by  themfelves.  In 
this  cafe,  they  will  have  their  own  minifters 
to  reproach,  who,  in  order  to  ferve  a  mif- 
taken  policy,  and  keep  up  the  ferment  againft 
peace,  have  never  acquainted  them  with  the 
feveral  propofals  made  by  the  Queen,  nor 
given  a  true  .  reprefentation  of  facts  to 
them*. 

Our  fcheme  is  fettled,  and  neither  the 
States-General,  nor  their  allies,  the  junto  of 
Whigs,  can  force  us  to  depart  from  it. 

In  all  times,  and  in  all  circumftances,  I 
am,  and  will  faithfully  continue,  Sir,  &c. 


To  the  Earl  of  Sir  afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  May  3,  1712. 

I  KEPT  the  poft  back,  in  expectation  of 
letters  from  your  fide,  and  I  have  this  morn- 
ing received  thofe  of  the  loth,  N.S. 

To  what  I  laid  in  my  laft,  upon  the  great 
article,  I  can  now  add,  that  Gaultier  has 

*  It  was  then  generally  believed  that  Buys  never  commu- 
nicated to  his  employers,   what  pafled  between  him  and  the 
~  Queen's  Minifters,  to  induce  the  States-General  to  co-ope- 
rate with  her  Majefty. 

.  <•••  owned 
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owned  to  me,  'he  experts,  our  expedient 
will  be  accepted  in  France;,  he  fuppofes  they 
may  endeavour  to  mend  the  equivalent. 

The  French  have  undoubtedly  a  great  ad- 
vantage in  treating  in  their  own  language, 
and  I  can  eafily  believe,  that  fome  of  the 
expreffions  in  my  letters  to  Monfieur  de 
Torcy,  may  have  been  either  faint,  impro- 
per, or  ambiguous ;  but  furely  the  whole 
tenor  of  them  makes  it  plain,'  that  we  never 
intended^  to  feparate  the  option  and  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  option.  But  how  doubtful  fo- 
ever  my  former  difpatches  may  have  been, 
my  laft,  [I  hope,  they  will  underftand.  At 
leaft,  I  cannot  deliver  the  Queen's  fenfe  iq. 
plainer  terms. 

We  have  confidered  the  point  of  a  cefla- 
tion  of  arms  ;  if  the  enemy  agree  to  our  laft 
proportion,  it  will  be  immediately  granted  ; 
an  hour's  time  will  regulate  all  the  differ- 
ences which  are  between  us,  in  the  articles 
relating  to  Britain  ;  and  then  I  entirely  con- 
cur with  your  Lordfhip,  that  her  Majefty 
ought  to  take  upon  her  the  part  of  media- 
trice,  as  well  for  her  own  honour,  as  for  the 

o-ood  of  the  negociation.     In  the  difcourfe 

.  ^ 

which  I  have  had  with  the  Treafurer  upon 

X  3  this 
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this  head,  we  agreed  that  Dunkirk  ought  to 
be  put  into  our  hands,  and  Ipres  into  the 
hands  of  the  Dutch,  as  pledges  for  the  eva-^ 
cuation  of  Spain,  during  the  fufpenfion.  The 
French  would,  I  believe,  as  foon  confent  to. 
give  the  former  undemolilhed  to  the  Queen, 
as  to  be  at  the  expence  of  razing  the  works, 
and  ruining  the  harbour  ;  and  in  this  refpecl, 
I  think  the  intention  of  her  Majefty,  is  to  act 
as  the  Dutch  mall  deferve,  by  their  beha- 
viour at  her  hands. 

Your  Lordfhip  and  Lord  Privy  Seal,  will 
turn  in  your  thoughts,  whether  the  two 
places  abovementioned  are  fufficient  fecu-r 
rities  to  grant  an  armiftice  upon.  It  has  aU 
ways  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  mathematical 
demonftration,  that  it  was  worth  our  while, 
on  fuch  an  occafion,  to  accept  any  thing 
which  is  more  than  we  can  probably  con- 
quer within  the  time  for  which  the  fufpen^ 
fion  is  confented  to. 

Surely  we  may  be  eafy  enough  about  the 
Dutch,  and  it  feems  now  to  be  their  bufmefs 
more  than  the  Queen's  to  enter  into  our  mea- 
fures  ;  the  appearance  of  intimacy  with  them 
will  have  fome  good  efFe6t  perhaps  in  France, 
and  if  they  fhould  take  the  right  turn,  our 


peace 
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peace  will  have  the  better  grace  to  the 
world ;  but  if  they  fhould  not,  I  think  we 
may  render  the  terms  of  the  treaty  more  fo- 
lidly  advantageous  to  Britain. 

I  am  to  dine  with  my  Lord  Treafurer  this 
day,  and  I  will  not  fail  to  fpeak  to  him 
concerning  your  money;  I  mall  fee  my  Lord 
Chamberlain  at  the  fame  time,  and  to  him  I 
will  fpeak  about  your  plate. 

This  curfed  eafterly  wind  keeps  the  mef- 
fenger,  whom  I  difpatched  on  Friday  was 
fe'nnight,  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  with  the 
letter  whereof  you  have  the  copy,  flill  at 
Dover. 

This  misfortune  makes  me  a  little  dif- 
quieted  in  my  mind. 

I  find  the  Queen  continues  hi  her  re- 
folution  of  fending  for  your  Lordmip  over, 
as  foon  as  me  is  ready  to  communicate  to 
her  Parliament,  the  general  plan  of  peace. 

I  am,  &c. 


X4 
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To  Mr.  Harley. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  May  the  3d,  1712. 

I  THIS  morning  received  the  favour  of 
your  letter  of  the  I  ith,  N.S.  from  the  Hague, 
and  am  very  glad  to  find  by  what  you  write 
to  my  Lord  Treafurer,  as  well  as  to  me, 
that  the  Dutch  are  at  laft  in  a  way  of  re- 
covery from  that  frenzy,  which  their  Whig 
friends  communicated  to  them. 

You  are,  Sir,  an  excellent  phyfician,  and 
I  wifh  you  as  good  fuccefs  at  Hanover,  as 
you  have  had  at  the  Hague.  I  fear  you 
will  find  as  much  occafion  of  your  {kill,  and 
of  your  flrongeft  medicine. 

By  Tuefday's  poft  you  will  have  inftruo 
tions  on  this  head. 

I  am,  &c. 


To  the  Earl  rf  Str  afford, 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  May  the  6th,  1712. 
WE  expect  at  the  end  of  this  week,  the, 
anfwer  from  France.   Her  Majefty  confiders 
that  upon  this  anfwer,  her  final  refolution: 

mufl 
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mufl  be  taken,  and  me  therefore  judges  it 
indifpenfably  neceflary  that  your  Lordfhip 
fhould  be  here. 

,  It  will  be  fome  trouble  to  your  Lordfhip 
to  run  backward  and  forward  in  fo  much 
hafte,  but  we  are  at  the  crifis  of  our  fate,  and 
nothing  muft  be  neglected,  which  may  con- 
tribute to  procure  a  good  event  to  this  ne- 
gociation. 

If  the  French  agree  with  us,  I  believe 
your  Lordfhip  will  return  to  Holland,  forti- 
fied with  the  .7refolutions  of  both  Houfes  of 

KM 

Parliament ;  and  will  carry  fuch  particular 
and  pofitive  infrruc*tions,  as  will  fhorten  the 
work  at  Utrecht,  and  render  this  treaty  more 
honourable,  as  well  as  more  advantageous  to 
our  nation,  than  any  that  hiftory  records. 

I  beg  your  Lordfhip  to  be  perfuaded,  that 
among  all  your  friends  whom  you  will  find 
here,  you  will  be  embraced  by  none  more 
fmcerely  nor  more  affectionately,  than  by, 

My  Lord,  &c. 
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De  Monjieur  de 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Verfailles,  le  131116  Mai,  1712. 

J'AI  re9u  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait 
Fhonneur  de  m'ecrire,  &  j'ai  etc  bieu  fache 
de  voir  qu'il  y  eut  autant  d'eloignement  que 
vous  me  le  marquez  entre  la  proportion  que 
vous  m'aviez  fait  par  ordre  de  la  Reine,  & 
la  reponfe  que  le  Roi  m'avoit  commande  de 
vous  faire  ;  faute  de  s'entendre,  on  a  mal- 
*heureufement  perdu  un  terns  dont  tous  les 
momens  font  precieux,  &  prefentement  il 
faut  avoir  une  nouvelle  decifion  du  Roi 
d'Efpagne,  fur  un  plan  qui  avoit  ete  propofe 
dans  un  fens  different  de  celui  que  vous  1'avez 
entendu. 

Je  vous  avoue,  Moniieur,  que  je  crain- 
drois  que  cette  explication  ne  produifit  de 
nouveaux  embarras  du  cote  de  la  Cour  de 
Madrid,  fi  le  Roi  n'avoit  refolu  de  furmon- 
ter  toutes  les  difficultes  que  fa  Majefle  pourra 
trouver,  fur  un  article  qui  doit  faire  le  fon- 
dement  de  la  paix,  &  de  facrifier  meme  les 
interets  de  fa  maifon,  pour  le  retablifTement 
de  la  tranquillite  generale.  C'eft  done  pour 
applanir  ces  difficultes  que  le  Roi  fait  au- 
5  jourd'hui 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C.  3115 

jourd'hui  deux  propositions  au  Roi  fon  petit 
fils. 

La  premiere  de  renoncer,  par  le  traite  de 
paix,  pour  lui  &  pour  fes  defcendans,  a  fes 
droits  fur  la  Couronne  de  France,  &  de  fe 
contenter  de  1'Efpagne  &  des  Indes. 

La  feconde  de  conferver  fes  droits  fur  la 
Couronne  de  France,  mais  de  ceder  en  meme- 
tems  1'Efpagne  &  Ies  Indes  a  Monfeigneur 
le  Due  de  Savoye,  &  de  fe  contentir  en 
^change  des  etats  que  Monfieur  le  Due  de 
Savoye  pofsede  aujourd'hui ;  c'eft  a  dire,  de 
la  principaute  de  Piemont,  des  Duches  de 
Savoye  &  du  Montferrat,  &  du  Comte  de 
Nice,  Enfin  de  conferver  le  royaume  de 
Sicile,  dont  le  Roi  Catholique  eft  encore  le 
maitre,  a  condition  toutefois,  que  s'il  par- 
venoit  un  jour  a  la  Couronne  de  France,  il 
conferveroit  feulement  Ies  etats  appartenans 
aujourd'hui  a  Monfeigneur  le  Due  de  Savoye, 
&  qu'en  ce  cas  le  royaume  de  Sicile  appar* 
tiendroit  a  la  Maifon  d'Autriche. 

II  feroit  a  fouhaiter  que  le  Roi  put  favoir, 
des  a  prefent,  Ies  intentions  du  Roi  fon  petiN 
fils,  fur  1'une  ou  fur  1'autre  de  ces  deux  al- 
ternatives, mais  il  faut  neceflkirement  at- 

tendre/ 
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tendre  le  retour  du  courier  que  fa  Majefte 
depeche  a  Madrid. 

Elle  m'ordonne  cependant  de  vous  aflurer, 
que  le  traite  tie  paix  fe  fera  fur  le  fonde- 
ment  de  Tune  ou  de  1'autre  des  proportions  ; 
c'eft  a  dire,  que  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  renoncera 
a  fes  droits  fur  la  Couronne  de  France,  pour 
conferver  feulement  1'Efpagne  &  les  Indes. 
Ou  bien,  qu'il  confentira  a  1'echange  de 
1'Efpagne  &  des  Indes,  avec  les  etats  de 
Monfeigneur  le  Due  de  Savoye,  aux  condi- 
tions que  je  viens  de  vous  marquer. 

Vous  devez  done,  Monfieur,  regarder  ce 
que  je  vous  ecris,  par  ordre  du  Roi,  comme 
la  reponfe  finale  que  vous  demaudez,  &  qui 
doit  lever  toute  incertitude  fur  la  paix,  ¥ou 
fur  la  continuation  de  la  guerre. 

II  paroit,  Monfieur,  que  la  paix  feroit  eiir 
core  plus  certaine,  fi  Ton  convenoit  d'une 
fufpenfion  d'armes  prefentement  que,  de  part 
&  d'autre,  on  peut  efperer  une  heureufe 
conclufion  j  mais  il  faut  laifTer  a  la  prudence 
de  la  Reine  d'examiner  ce  qu'elle  croira  de 
plus  convenable  au  bien  general,  qu'elle  fou- 
haite  autant  que  perfbnne.  II  feroit  tres  fa- 
cheux  que  quelque  evenement  veut  troubler, 

pendan^ 
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pendant  la  campagne,  les  bonnes  difpofitions 
que  Ton  voit  prefentement  au  retablifTement 
du  repos  public. 

J'efpere  que  vous  y  donrierez  bientot  la 

derniere  main,  &  je  vous  fupplie  de  croire 

qu'on  ne  peut  vous  honorer  plus  parfaite- 

ment,  ni  etre  plus  veritablement,  que  je  fuis, 

Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORC.Y. 


A  Monfieur  de  'Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  lome  Mai,  V.S.  1712. 
J'AI  recu  hier   au   foir  votre    lettre   du 
i3mede  ce  mois,  N.S.  &  ce  matin  j'enai 
fait  la  lecture  a  fa  Majefte. 

L'Abbe  Gaultier  vous  rendra  compte  des 
ordres  que  je  viens  dans  ce  moment  de  de- 
pecher  au  Due  d'Ormond  ;  la  Reine  fe  re- 
pofe  fur  la  bonne  foi  de  fa  Majefte  Tres 
Chretienne,  &  n'attend  que  la  communi- 
cation que  le  Roi  lui  donnera  de  la  refolution 
qu'il  prendra  au  retour  du  courier  que  vous 
avez  depeche  a  Madrid,  pour  farre  toutes 
les  declarations  neceflaires  a  conclure  le 
grand  ouvrage  4e  la  paix.  Je  fuis,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN. 

A  Mon- 
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A  Monfteur  le  Comte  de  MaffeL 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  lorae  Mai,  V.S*   1712* 

VOUS  ne  ferez  pas  furpris,  dans  1'etat  ou 
la  negociation  de  la  paix  fe  trouve,  &  dans 
la  faifon  de  1'annee,  tie  favoir  que  la  Reine 
s'eft  determinee  a  ne  lailfer  plus  long-terns  des 
affaires  d'une  auffi  grande  importance  que 
la  continuation  de  la  guerre,  ou  la  retabliffe* 
ment  du  repos  de  1'  Europe,  dans  T  incerti- 
tude. 

Le  Comte  de  Strafford  a  recu  les  ordres 
de  fa  Majefte  de  fe  rendre  inceffamment  a  la 
cour,  il  ne  reftera  ici  que  peu  de  jours,  & 
il  apportera  avec  lui  en  Hollande  des  in- 
ftruclions  decifives. 

Dans  utie  auffi  grande  crife,  la  Reine  fou- 
haite  d'avoir  aupres  d'elle  un  Miniftre  de  fon 
Alteife  Royale,  dont  les  interets  lui  font  auffi 
chers  que  les  {iens  propres;  &  elle  m'a  com- 
mande,  Monfieur,  de  vous  dire,  qu'elle  croit 
qu'il  eft  abfolument  neceflaire  que  vous  vous 
rendiez  ici,  fans  perte  d'un  moment  de  terns. 

Comme  vous  devez  retourner  a  Utrecht 
avec  le  Miniftre  de  la  Reine,  &  que,  par 
confequent,  votre  fejour  a  Londres  fera  tres 

court, 
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court,  vous  ne  vous  embarrafferez  apparem- 
ment  pas  d'aucun  equipage. 

La  Reine  ne  doute  point  que  fon  Altefle 
Royale  n'approuve  votre  ..conduite,  fi  vous 
avez  befoin  d'aucunes  excufes,  fa  Majefte  les 
feroit  pour  vous. 

Je  dois  ajouter  que  la  negociation  etant 
comme  fufpendue  a  Utrecht,  la  Reine,  croit 
qu'il  ne  fera  pas  difficile  de  trouver  des  pre- 
textes  pour  le  voyage  que  vous  allez  faire. 
En  tout  cas  fa  Majefte  efpere  que  nous 
fommes  fi  pres  du  denouement  de  nos  grandes 
affaires,  qu'il  n'eft  pas  d'une  forte  grande 
importance  quelles  impreffions  cette  de- 
marche peut  former  fur  les  efprits. 

Je  fuis,  &c. 


To  the  Duke1  of  Ormond. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  May  10th,  1712* 

YOUR  Grace's  letters  of  the  i8th,  N.S. 
came  this  morning  to  my  hands,  and  upon 
them  the  little  I  have  to  fay  is  contained 
in  my  public  difpatch. 

The  occafion  of  fending  the  meffenger, 
proceeds  from  advices  which  the  Queen 

received 
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received    laft    night    from   the    Court    of 
France. 

Her  Majefty,  my  Lord,  has  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  we  fhail  come  to  an  agreement 
upon  the  great  article  of  the  union  of  the 
two  monarchies,  as  fooii  as  a  courier,  fent 
from  Verfailles  to  Madrid,  can  return ;  it 
is  therefore  the  Queen's  pofitive  command 
to  your  Grace,  that  you  avoid  engaging  in 
any  fiege,  or  hazarding  a  battle,  till  you 
have  farther  orders  from  her  Majefty.  I 
am,  at  the  fame  time,  directed  to  let  your 
Grace  know,  that  the  Queen  would  have 
you  difguife  the  receipt  of  this  order ,  and 
her  Majefty  thinks  that  you  cannot  want 
pretences  for  conducting  yourfelf  fo  as  to  an- 
fwer  her  ends,  without  owning  that  which 
might,  at  prefent,  have  an  ill  efFecl:,  if  it 
was  publicly  known  *. 

The  Queen  cannot  think  with  patience 
of  facrificing  men,  when  there  is  a  fair  pro- 
fpe6t  of  attaining  her  purpcfe  another  way ; 
and  befides,  me  will  not  fuffer  herfelf  to  be 
expofed  to  the  reproach  of  having  retarded, 


*  This  order  formed  the  principal  article  in  Bolingbroke's 
impeachment ;  it  feems  to  be  now  generally  agreed,  that  her 
Majefty  determined  upon  the  meafure  without  conlulting  her 
Council. 

by 
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by  the  events  of  the  campaign,  a  negocia- 
tion  which  might  otherwife  have  been  as 
good  as  concluded  in  a  few  days. 

I  fhall  very  foon  difpatch  another  exprefs 
to  your  Grace  j  and  am,  with  true  refpe<5t, 
My  Lord,  &c. 

P.S.  I  had  almoft  forgot  to  tell  your 
Grace,  that  communication  is  given  of  this 
order  to  the  Court  of  France ;  fb  that  if 
the  Marefchal  de  Villars  *  takes,  in  any 
private  way,  notice  of  it  to  you,  your  Grace 
will  anfwer  accordingly. 

If  this  order  is  changed  on  either  fide, 
we  fhall,  in  honour,  be  obliged  to  give  no- 
tice of  it  to  the  other. 


To  the  Lords  Plenipotentiaries. 
MY  LORDS, 

Whitehall,  May  loth,  1712. 

THE  letters  of  the  ijth  and  of  the  i8th 
N.S.  arrived  this  morning,  and  I  have  the 
honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lordmips'  joint 
difpatch. 

The  intent  of  this  is  to  acquaint  your 

*  Commander-in«chief  of  the  French  army  in  Flanders. 

VOL.  II.  Y  Lordmips, 
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Lord-fhips,  that  her  Majefty  has  thdught 
proper  to  fend  for  the  Count  MarFei  over, 
he  has  credentials  to  the  Queen,  and  is 
therefore,  of  the  three  *,  the  only  one  we 
could  well  call  for. 

Her  Majefty  looks  upon  the  great  article 
to  be  fo  near  adjufted  between  her  and 
France,  that  fhe  hopes  my  Lord  StrafFord, 
whofe  flay  here  will  be  extremely  mort,  will 
carry  back  fuch  inftruclions,  as  may  enable 
him,  in  conjunction  with  your  Lordfhip,  my 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  to  fmrm  that  great  and 
good  work  which  you  are  employed  in,  to 
the  advantage  of  all  the  allies,  even  of  thole 
who  have,  with  the  greateft  obftinacy,  op- 
pofed  every  ftep  towards  peace. 

As  the  Duke  of  Savoy  may  be  extremely 
concerned  in  the  new  fettlement  of  Europe, 
according  to  the  fcheme  which  your  Lord- 
fhips  are  already  apprized  of,  her  Majefty 
has  thought  it  abfolutely  neceflary,  to  have 
his  Minifter  here  for  a  few  days  ;  and  I  in- 
<:lofe  to  your  Lord/hips  the  letter  which  I 
write  by  the  Queen's  order  to  this  Gentle- 
man, as  well  as  the  copy  of  it. 

* 

*  Minifters  of  Savoy ;  the  other  two  were  Du  Bourg  and 
MeUarede, 

Not 
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Not  being  fure  that  my  Lord  StrafFord 
will  be  at  Utrecht  when  this  letter  arrives, 
I  omit  anfwering  his  private  letter  of  the 


I  am,  &c. 


To  Mr.  Harley. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  May  loth,  1712. 

OUR  letters  from  Holland  arrived  this 
morning,  and  late  laft  night  we  received  an 
exprefs  fn3m  Verfailles. 

Thefe  feveral  difpatches  have  given  us  all 
fo  much  to  do,  that  I  believe  you  will  not 
have  any  thing  from  my  Lord  Treafurer  by 
this  meflenger  ;  and  I  (hall  only  tell  you,  that, 
Couchman  will  be  difpatched  to  you  on 
Tuefday,  with  frefh  inftruftions,  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  you  are  to  open  the  matter  of 
peace  to  the  Elector.  ' ; ... 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  Whigs  here  do 
not  guefs  at  the  true  reafon  of  your  loitering 
in  Holland ;  few  or  none  of  them  imagine 
that  we  are  juft  ready  to  enable  you  to 

Y  2  Ipeak 


324  LETTERS    AND 

fpeak    positively  and    fatisfaclorily  of  the 
peace. 

I  think  there  can  be  no  difpute  but  the 
a6l  *  muft  be  prefented  to  the  Princefs  So- 
phia, and  notice  taken  of  it  to  the  Elector ; 
but  the  fage  Mr.  Tilfon  -f  will  advife  you  ia 
this  knotty  point  of  form. 

I  confefs,  I  begin  to  wifh  that  the  Dutch 
may  continue  ftill  dully  obftinate,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  the  Queen's  meafures,  fince  we  do 
not  want  them  either  to  make  or  fupport  the 
peace,  and  fince  it  will  be  better  fettled  for 
England  without  their  concurrence  than 
with  it.  Does  it  not  make  your  blood  curdle 
in  your  veins,  to  hear  it  folemnly  contefted 
in  Holland,  whether  Britain  mail  enjoy  the 
affiento,  an  advantage  which  the  enemy  have 
yielded  to  us  ? 

I  am,  for  ever,  &c. 


*  For  fettling  the  precedency  of  the  Princefs  Sophia,  of 
the  Eleftor  her  fon,  and  the  Elecloral  Prince,  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge. 

t  George  Tilfon,  Undersecretary  ia  Bolingbreke's  of- 
fice. 
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30  Mr.  Harley. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  May  17*,  17 ia* 

I  SEND  Couchman  with  the  difpatches 
of  this  day,  and  you  will  keep  him  or  other- 
wife,  as  you  (hall  think  fit. 

My  Lord  Treafurer  tells  me,  that  he  is 
not  of  opinion  that  you  fhould  proceed  to 
Hanover,  till  we  receive  the  laft  anfwer 
which  we  expect  on  the  article  of  Spain, 
and  which  cannot  be  here  before  the  3Oth 
of  this  month,  O.S. 

Thus,  Sir,  you  perceive  that  as  tired  as 
you  are  of  Holland,  you  are  likely  not  fb 
foon  to  leave  that  country. 

France  is  fo  unwilling  to  lofe  the  profpecT: 
of  having  Philip  fucceed  to  that  Crown, 
that  a  new  expedient  has  been  propofed  to 
them  by  the  Queen. 

We  offer  that  Philip  (evacuating  imme- 
diately Spain  and  the  Weft-Indies,  and  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  taking  pofleflion  thereof) 
(hall  have  the  principality  of  Piedmont,  the 
duchies  of  Montferrat  and  Savoy,  and  the 

Y  3  county 
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county  of  Nice,  together  with  the  kingdom 
of  Sicily,  which  ifland  is  to  revert  to  the 
Houfe  of  Aufbria,  in  cafe  Philip  fucceeds  to 
the  Crown  of  France. 

Upon  this  proportion  Monfieur  Torcy 
writes,  that  the  King  has  fent  to  his  grand- 
fon,  and  that  he  promifes  her  Majefty  that 
the  peace  mall  be  built  either  on  this  or  on 
the  other  alternative,  viz.  that  Philip  keep 
Spain  and  the  Indies,  renouncing  all  right 
to  France,  and  confenting  to  the  eftablim- 
ment  of  this  fuccefiion,  exclufive  of  himfelf 
and  children. 

You  fee,  Sir,  that  whatever  expedient  be 
accepted  at  Madrid,  the  point  of  preventing 
the  union  of  the  two  monarchies  is  provided 
for ;  but  I  ought  to  tell  you,  that  we  make 
little  doubt  but  that  the  intereft  of  France 
and  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  will  prevail, 
and  that  by  confequence  Philip  will  choofe 
to  evacuate  Spain.  As  foon  as  the  choice 
he  makes  is  communicated  to  the  Queen, 
her  Majefty  will,  I  believe,  lay  as  much  as 
/he  thinks  proper  of  the  plan  of  peace  before 
her  Parliament,  and  what  relates  to  the 
intereft  of  our  country,  will  be  at  that  time 
i  determined, 
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determined.  The  Queen  may  then  act  the 
part  of  mediatrice  with  more  glory .  than 
ever  any  of  her  predeceilbrs  did. 

This,  and  this  only,  can  render  either  the 
people  you  are  with,  or  thofe  you  are  going 
to,  reafonablc. 

On  the  report  which  my  Lord  StrarTord, 
who  arrived  here  the  day  before  yefterday, 
has  made  by  word  of  mouth,  as  well  as 
upon  the  contents  of  the  latter  difpatches 
from  Utrecht,  her  Majefty  is  fully  determin- 
ed to  let  all  negociations  fl-eep  in  Holland ; 
fince  they  have  neither  fenfe,  nor  gratitude, 
nor  fpirit  enough  to  make  a  fuitable  return 
to  the  offers  lately  fent  by  the  Queen,  and 
communicated  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  ;  her 
Majefty  will  look  on  herfelf  as  under  no  ob- 
ligation towards  them,  but  proceed  to  make 
the  peace  either  with  or  without  them. 

I  mention  this  to  you,  becaufe  the  rule 
prefcribed  to  my  Lord  Privy  Seal  for  his 
conduct,  till  farther  orders,  is,  that  he  ab- 
folutely  decline  treating  with  the  Minifters 
of  the  States,  either  on  the  fubjecl:  of  the 
amendments  to  the  barrier- treaty,  or  of  the 
general  plan  of  peace,  or  on  any  other  iub- 
jedl  whatfoever. 

Y  4  I  believe 
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I  believe  you  will  take  the  hint  5  and  go- 
vern yourfelf  accordingly  and  I  wi(h  you  joy 
of  the  leifure  you  are  likely  to  have. 


Jo  the  Duke  ofOrmond.  . 

MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  May  lyth,  1712. 

I  HAVE  little  to  fay  to  your  Grace  by 
this  poft,  and  the  lefs  becaufe  my  letter  is 
not  trufted  to  the  conveyance  of  a  meflenger 
from  Holland  to  the  army.  Yours  of  the 
2oth,  N.S.  I  have  received,  and  her  Majefty 
is  impatient  to  hear  that  mine,  with  which 
Barton  was  difpatched,  came  fafely  and  early 
to  your  Grace's  hands. 

Her  Majefty  is  glad  to  find  that  the  Elector 
of  Hanover  does  fo  much  juftice  to  your 
Grace ;  and  we  all  hope  that  this  Prince 
will  think  his  intereft,  and  that  of  the  com- 
mon caufe,  beft  placed  in  thofe  hands  where 
the  Queen  mall  think  fit  to  lodge  them. 

The  uncertainty  under  which  Prince  Eu- 
gene feems  fo  uneafy,  will  not,  I  believe, 
be  of  a  long  duration,  and  the  anfwer  which 
your  Grace  gave  him,  was  worthy  of  your, 
felf. 

True 
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True  glb^  efults  from  obeying  the  Prince 
one  ferves  punctually,  and  promoting  the 
intereft  of  one's  country  fteadily,  in  prefe- 
rence to  all  other  conlklerations  of  private 
honour  or  advantage. 

This  maxim  the  Queen  is  aflured  that 
your  Grace  has  at  heart,  and  from  hence  fhe 
muft  be  infinitely  the  more  at  eafe  in  this 

ticklim  and  important  conjuncture   of  af- 
fairs, 

I  am,  my  Lord, 


i 

A  Monfieur  Marfchalch. 

De  Whitehall,1"  ce  lyme  Mai,  1712. 

NOTRE  ami  Breton  m'a  fait  beaucoup 
de  juftice  en  vous  afTurant,  comme  il  n'aura 
pas  manque  de  faire,  que  je  me  fouviens  de 
vous,  Monfieur,  avec  toute  reftime  eft  toute 
TarFeclion  poflible. 

Confervez-moi,  s'il  vous  plait,  1'honneur 
de  votre  amitie,  &  foyez  perfuade  que  je 
tacherai,  en  tout  terns  de  la  meriter. 

La  Reine  n*a  jamais  eu  intention  de 
communiquer  aucune  chofe  &  fon  parlement, 
comme  le  bruit  en  a  couru  felon  ce  que  vous 
me  marquez  dans  votre  lettre  du  ryrnc  de 

ce 
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ce  mois,  N.S.  Nous  pouvons,  je  crois,  nous 
flatter  que  cette  communication  fe  fera  dans 
peu.  II  s'agit  de  voir  quel  parti  i'ennemi 
prendra  fur  le  iujct  du  grand  article  de  la 
reunion  des  deux  couronnes. 

Sa  Majefte  a  fait  a  la  verite,  Monfieur,  de 
grandes  avances  pour  renouer  ces  liaifons 
d'amitie  &  de  confiance  avec  les  Etats-Ge- 
neraux  qui  out  fubfifte  depuis  le  commence- 
ment de  fon  regne,  &  qui  ne  pouvoient  pas 
etre  rompus  plus  mal-a-propos  que  dans  la 
conjondture  prefente.  Mais  vous  ne  devez 
pas  la-deffus  prendre  le  moindre  ombrage. 
La  Reine  n'entrera  dans  aucun  engagement 
qui  ne  fbit  agreable  aux  interets  du  Roi  votre 
rnaitre,  &  pour  vous  paiier  avec  franchife, 
je  ne  vois  pas  que  les  Hollandois  repondent 
^  la  Reine  d'une  maniere  a  1'engager  a  leur 
montrer  beaucoup  de  complaifance.  Ces 
Meffieurs  ne  voyent  pas,  meme  a  1'heure 
qu'il  eft,  que  la  Reine  gouverne  dans  la 
Grande  Bretagne,  &  que  leurs  amis  de  la 
faction  font  egalement  fans  pouvoir  &  fans 
credit. 

Vous  me  demandez,  Monfieur,  fi  je  crois 
que  la  negociation  durera  long-terns  ?  je  vous 
reponds  quej'elpere  que  le  Comte  de  Straf- 

ford 
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ford  rapportera  avec  lui  le  denouement  de  la 
piece. 

Dans  ce  moment  un  de  nos  couriers  me 
remet  votre  lettre  du  24016,  N.S.  ayez,  je 
vous  conjure,  1'efprit  en  repos  fur  la  conduite 
que  la  Reine  tiendra  a  1'egard  de  la  Majefte 
Pruffienne. 

La  paix  ne  fe  peut  jamais  faire  du  con- 
fentement.  de  notre  cour,  fans  qu'elle  foit 
bonne  pour  tous  les  allies  ;  mais  la  maniere 
dont  le  Roi  eft  entre  dans  les  mefures  de  la 
Reine,  engage  fa  Majefte  de  veiller  a  fes 
interets  avec  un  foiii  tout  particulier.  C'eft 
de  quo!  j'ofe  vous  repondre,  &  vous  lavez 
que  je  me  pique  d'etre  homme  d'honneur 
aufli-bien  que  votre,  &c. 


To  Mr.  Breton*. 
DEAR  WILL, 

Whitehall,  May  the  zyth,  1712. 

I  CAN  yet  have  nothing  of  bufmefs  to 

write  to  you  upon,  and  therefore,  you  (hall 

receive  by  this  pofl  no  formal  office-letter 

from  me;  but  as  my  Lord  StrafFord,  who  ar- 

*  Brigadier- general  William  Breton,  Ambaflador  to  Berlin. 

rived 
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rived  here  the  day  before  yefterday,  tells 
me  you  are  about  this  time  proceeding  on 
your  journey  to  Berlin,  I  cannot  neglecl  to 
fend  you  by  this  private  difpatch,  my  hearty 
and  moft  fervent  good  wifhes. 

I  am  apt  to  think,  you  may  find  fomc 
little  umbrage  taken  by  the  Pruflian  mini* 
fters,  as  if  the  Queen  was  entered  into  new 
engagements  with  the  States-General  about 

D     O 

the  barrier  of  the  latter,  which  they  will 
apprehend  mull:  be  prejudicial  to  their  pre- 
tenfions  on  Gueldres. 

You  may  fafely  affure  them  that  there 
is  no  fuch  thing,  that  the  Queen  has  in- 
deed done  all  in  her  power,  and  more  than 
might  perhaps  have  been  expected  from  her, 
efpecially  after  fome  late  tranfactions,  to  re- 
new a  good  underftanding  with  that  repub-» 
lie  ;  but  that  her  Majefty  will  in  no  cafe 
enter  into  meafures  contrary  to  the  King  of 
Pruflia's  interefls. 

You  may  at  the  fame  time,  to  the  King 
himfelf,  iniinuate,  that  her  Majefty's  cori- 
defcenfions  have  not  met  with  very  fuitable 
returns  from  the  States. 

Perhaps  fome  afFecled  confidence  of  this 
kind,  may  give  you  occafion  to  dive  into 

3  the 
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the  intrigue  which  has  been  carrying  on  in 
the  North,  and  which  the  Court  of  Berlin 
have  certainly  had  their  mare  of. 

I  am  got  into  bufinefs  before  I  was  aware, 
though  when  I  began  my  letter  1  thought 
of  none,  and  therefore  Mr.  Harrifbn  is  di- 
rected to  take  the  fafeft  method  of  lending 
this  after  you. 

Dear  Sir,  adieu;  may  health  of  body, 
peace  of  mind,  and  every  other  fort  of  hap- 
pinefs,  be  your  perpetual  lot. 


70  the  Lord  Privy  Seal. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  May  24th,  1712. 
YOUR  Lordmip  will  give  me  leave  to 
trouble  you  with  a  private  letter  at  this  time, 
when  there  is  fo  little  matter  for  a  public 
difpatch.  Our  negociation  is,  in  fome  fort, 
fufpended  till  we  know  in  form  and  peremp- 
torily, which,  of  the  alternatives  propofed 
will  be  adhered  to  at  Madrid,  and  this  com- 
munication we  expecl  to  receive  on  Thurf- 
day,  or  Friday  next  at  farthefl.  In  the  mean 
while,  to  forward  every  thing  as  much  as 
poffible,  I  inform  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  by 

her 
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her  Majefty's  command,  of  the  points  to 
which  me  defires  the  King's  aflent,  as  ne- 
ceiTary  to  enable  her,  and  to  induce  her  Par- 
liament, to  make  fuch  declarations  as  will 
effectually  fecure  the  iuccefs  of  our  nego- 
ciation. 

The  copy  of  my  letter  to  him,  and  of  the 
memorial  inclofed  in  it*,  will  furnciently  ap- 
prize your  Lordmip  of  the  Queen's  views. 

Laft  night,  the  Count  de  MafFei  met,  at 
the  Lord  Chamberlain's  lodgings,  at  Ken- 
fington,  with  the  Lord  Treafurer,  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth,  and  myfelf.  We  there  open- 
ed to  him,  according  to  the  Queen's  direc- 
tions, the  expedient  which  has  been  offered, 
and  which  we  hope  will  be  accepted,  by 
which  his  mafter  is  to  fucceed  immediately 
to  the  throne  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  your 
Lordfhip  eafily  judges  how  he  received  the 
overture,  and  the  expectations  which  were 
given  him. 

The  impatience  for  peace  here,  is  at  leaft 
equal  to  the  want  we  lie  under  of  it,  and  I 
believe  an  indifferent  one  would  be  wel- 
come. 

*  The  following  letter  and  memorial. 

The 
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The  Whigs  feem  to  have  flattered  them- 
felves,  that  our  treaty  with  France  is  at  a 
ftand  ;  they  exult  not  a  little  in  that  belief, 
and  for  my  part,  I  am  pleafed  that  they  do 
fo.  If  we  receive  the  anfwer  we  almoft 
depend  upon,  the  furprize  of  mankind  will 
add  to  the  Queen's  triumph,  and  the  ene- 
my's confufion.  I  am,  &c. 


De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  24016  Mai,  V.S.  1712. 

PAR  le  rapport  que  le  Comte  de  Straf- 
ford,  qui  vient  d'arriver  depuis  peu  de  jours 
a  la  cour,  a  fait  a  la  Reine,  tant  de  Tetat 
de  la  negociation  d'Utrecht,  que  de  la  fitua- 
tion  de  Tefprit  dans  laquelle  il  a  JaifTe  les 
miniftres  des  puiffances  alliees,  fa  Majefte 
s'eft  confirmee  dans  la  penfee,  qu'elle  avoit 
auparavant  eu,  que  pour  parvenir  a  la  paix 
generale,  il  eft  devenu  necefTaire  qu'elle  fc 
declare  d'une  autre  maniere  qu'elle  a  fait 
jufques-ici. 

Vous  favez  deja,  Monfieur,  que  la  Reine 
ne  pourra  pas  fe  difpenfer  de  donner  la  com- 
munication qu'elle  a  promife  a  fon  Parle- 

ment, 
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ment,  touchant  la  negociation  de  la  paix, 
d'abord  qu'elle  recevra  la  decifion  du  Roi 
Philippe.  CTeft  auffi  le  terns  dans  lequel  il 
faudra,  ou  que  la  negociation  ibit  abfolu- 
ment  rompue,  ou  que  la  Reine  fe  trouve  en 
etat  de  la  conduire  a  une  heureufe  fin, 
malgre  toutes  les  oppositions  qu'on  y  pourra 
apporter. 

C'eft  pourquoi,  Monfieur,  j'ai  ordre  de  la 
Reine  de  VOus  communiquer  les  demarches 
qu'elle  eft  refolue  de  faire ;  pourvu  que  le 
Roi  Tres  Chretienne  veuille  les  lui  rendre 
praclicables. 

Sa  Majefte  declarera  a  Ton  Parlement,  & 
a  tous  fes  allies,  premierement,  qu'elle  efl 
convenue  avec  le  Roi  Tres  Chretienne,  des 
interets  de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

Secondement  qu'elle  regarde  ceux  des 
autres  puifTances  engagees  dans  la  guerre 
avec  elle,  coitime  faciles  a  etre  ajuftes, 
puiique  le  Roi  offre  a  la  plupart  d'entre  eux, 
a  peu  pres,  ce  qu'ils  ont  demande,  &  a  tous 
une  fatisfaclion  jufte  &  raifonnable. 

Troinemement,  qu'elle  va  travailler  a  1'ac- 
commodement  de  fes  allies ;  &  que  pour 
prevenir  toutes  les  traverfes  que  les  evene- 
mens  de  la  campagne  pourroient  caufer  a  la 

negociatioa 
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hegociation    de  la   paix,  elle    eft  convenue 
avec  le  Roi  d'une  fulpeniion  d'armes. 

Voila,  Monfieur,  les  meiures  que  la  Reine 
m'a  commande  de  vous  faire  lavoir  qu'elle 
eft  de  fon  cote  prete  a  prendre,  &  vous 
trouverez  dans  le  memoire  *  ci-joint  les  con- 

*  Memoire; 

**  Toucbant  f  Amerique-Septenirionale. 

**  Pour  terminer  toutes  les  difputes  fervenues  &  1'egard  de 
rAmerique-Septentrionale,  la  Reine  propofe, 

"  .Prcmiercment,  Que  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  lui  cede 
1'ile  de  Terreneuve,  avec  Plaifance,  &  les  fortifications,  artil- 
lerie,  &  munitions  y  appartenantes,  les  petites  iles  adjacentes» 
&  les  plus  proches  a  Tile  de  Terreneuve,  comme  aufli  Nova 
Scotia  ou  1'Acadie,  felon  les  limites  anciennes. 

"  Secondement,  Que  les  fujets  de  fa  Majefte  Tre"s  Chretienne 
continuent  de  p£cher  £  de  fecher  leur  poiflbn  fur  la  partie  de 
Terreneuve  qui  s'appelle  le  Petit-Nort,  mais  point  dans  au- 
cune  autre  partie  de  la  dite  lie. 

"  Troijiemement,  Que  les  fujets  de  fa  dite  Majefl6  puiflenl 
jouir  en  commun  avec  ceux  de  la  Reine  de  1'iledu  Cap  Breton. 

"  Quatriememtnt,  Que  les  iles  dans  le  Golf  de  St.  Laurent,  & 
dans  i'embouchure  de  la  riviere  de  ce  nom,  qui  font  prefente- 
ment  occupees  par  les  Fra^ois,  demeurent  a  fa  Majefte  Tres 
Chretienne,  mais  exoreflement  a  condition,  que  fa  dite  Majeft6 
s'engage  de  ne  pas  clever,  ou  permettre  qu'on  eleve  aucune 
fortification  dans  ces  iles,  ou  dans  celles  du  Cap  Breton.  Sa 
Majefte  la  Reine  s'engageant  aufli  de  ne  point  fortifier,  ni 
.laiffer  fortifier  dans  les  iles  adjacentes  &  les  plus  proches  de 
Terreneuve,  ni  dans  celles  du  Cap  Breton* 

•'  Cinqitiemement)  La  Reine  infifte  d'avoir  le  canon  &  les 
munitions  de  guerre  dans  tous  les  forts  &  places  de  la  Baye  & 
«les  Detroits  de  Hudfon. 

"  Toucbant  It  Commerce. 

"  Comme  il  y  a  quelques  difficultes  qui  font  furvenues,  & 
f[U5  empechent  de  mettre  la  derniere  main  au  traite  de  commerce 
emreles  deux  royaumes  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  &  de  la  France, 
aulfi-tdt  qu'il  feroit  a  fouhaitter,  a  caufe  de  plufieurs  droits  ex- 
ceffifs  etablis  dans  Its  dits  royaumes  j  &  comme  il  eft  utile  aux 
fujets  de  part  &  d'autre,  que  le  commerce  entre  les  deux  na- 
tions foit  ouvert  &  ait  fon  effet  le  plutot  qu'il  fera  ppffible,  la 
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ditions  fur  lefquelles   Sa  Majefte  confent  a 
faire  des  avances  ii  importantes,  &  des  de- 
clarations 


Reine  auroit  la-deflus  plufieurs  propofitions  a  faire  a  fa  Majefte 
Tres  Chretienne;  mais  comme  ces  points  pourroient  etred'une 
plus  longue  difcuffion  que  la  crife  ou  nous  nous  trouvons  pre- 
fentement  ne  le  permet,  la  Reine  beaucoup  plus  portee  a  af- 
furer  le  repos  general,  que  fes  avantages  particuliers,  fe  con- 
tente  de  faire  deux  demandes  qu'elle  croit  ne  pouvoir  fouffrir 
aucune  difficulte  : 

"  Premier ement,  Qu'en  cas  qu'on  ne  tombe  pas  d'accord  fur 
fes  points  en  difpute  touchant  le  commerce,  des  commifTaires 
foient  nommes  des  deux  cotes,  qui  s'afTeiiibleront  a.  Londres 
pour  examiner  &  regler  les  droits  &  les  pofitions  qu'on  doit 
payer  dans  chaque  royaume;  &  qu'on  les  ajufte  de  telle  ma- 
niere  que  par-l;i  le  commerce  entre  les  deux  nations  foit  en- 
courage &  elargi. 

*'  Secondement,  Qu'aucun  privilege  ou  avantage,  par  rapport 
au  commerce  de  la  France  ne  fera  accorde  a  aucu'ne  nation 
£trangere,  qui  ne  fera  pas  accorde  en  meme-tems  aux  fujets  de 
fa  Majefk-  la  Reine  dela  Grande  Bretagne.  De  meme  aucune 
privilege  ou  avantage  par  rapport  au  commerce  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne  ne  fera  accorde  a  aucune  nation  ctrangere,  qui  nc 
fera  pas  accord^  en  meme-tems  aux  fujcts  de  fa  Majefte  Tres. 
Chretienne. 

"  Touchant  la  fufpenfion  iFartnes. 

*'  La  Reine  confentira  a  uue  fufpeniion  d'armes  pour  le 
tcrme  de  deux  mois  a  condition, 

"  Premier ement,  Que  dans  le  dit  terme  ['article  qui  rcgarde 
Ja  reunion  des  deux  monarchies  fera  ponftuellement  &  entiere- 
ment  Execute,  c'eft-a-dire,  ou  que  le  Roi  Philippe  renoncera 
dans  cet  efpace,  pour  lui  &  pour  fes  defcendans,  a  fes  droits  fur 
la  couronne  de  France,  &  confentira  que  cette  renonciation  foit 
tnferee  dans  le  traitedepaix  future;  ou  qu'il  fortira  d'Efpagne 
avec  fa  famille  dans  ce  terme,  cedant  ce  royaume  &  les  Indes 
a  Monfeigneur  le  Due  de  Savoye  ;  toutes  conditions  marquees 
dans  ma  lettre  du  29  d'Avril  (V.S.)  &  acceptees  par  celle  de 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  du  18  de  ce  mois  (N.S.) 

"  Secondemrnt,  Que  la  garnifon  Francoife  fortira  de  la  ville  &• 
c'rtadelle  de  Dunkerque,  &  des  forts  qui  en  dependent,  &  que 
les  troupes  de  la  Reine  y  entreront  du  jour  que  la  fufpenfion 
d'armes  commencera ;  &  que  cette  place  demeurera  entre  les 
mains  de  la  Reine  jufqti'a  ce  que  les  Etats  Generaux  ayent 
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tlarations  fi  decifives.  Comme  ces  demandes 
ont  etc  dreflees  dans  le  deflein  de  faciliter 
le  grand  ouvrage  de  la  paix,  &  non  pas  de 
o-asrner  aucun  nouvel  avantage,  la  Reine  fe 

o   c>  o   ' 

promet  que  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  y 
confentira* 

Nous  ibmmes  prefentement  dans  la  plus 
gran.de  crife  ou  1'  Europe  s'eft  trouvee  depuis 
plufieurs  annees  ;  &  la  reponfe  que  je  re- 
cevrai  a  cette  depeche,  nous  doit  rendre  ou 
la  paix  certaine,  ou  nous  plonger  dans  les 
malheurs  de  la  guerre  ;  car  vous  voyez,  Mon- 
iieur,  qu'il  faut  au  retour  de  ce  courier  que 
la  lufpenfion  d'armes  foit  ouvertement  de- 
claree  entre  la  Grande  Bretagne  &  la  France, 
ou  que  notre  armee  commence  fans  plus 
perdre  de  terns  les  operations  de  la  cam- 
pagne.  Au  lieu  de  craindre  le  dernier,  je 
veux  "me  flatter  que  le  premier  de  ces  deux 


confenti  a  donner  ^  fa  Majefle  Tres  Chretienne  un  equivalent 
pour  la  demolition  de  cette  place,  dont  elle  foit  contente. 

"  Bitn  entendu  que  dans  ce  cas,  fa  Majeftc  Tres  Chretienne 
fera  obligee  de  demolir  routes  les  fortifications  de  cette  place, 
de  combler  le  port,  &  de  miner  les  eclufes  de  la  maniere  que 
les  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Reine  1'ont  demande". 

"  'Jroifiemement)  En  cas  que  les  E'ats-Generaux  confenient 
en  meme-tems  que  la  Reine,  a  une  fufpenfion  d'armes,  il  pa- 
roit  raifonnable  de  leur  accorder  la  liberte  de  mettre  garnifon 
dans  Cambray  du  jour  que  la  dite  fufpenfion  aura  fon  effet. 

«  A  Whitehall,  le  24  Mai  (V.S.)  1712." 
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cas  arrivera.  Les  ordres  qui  ont  tte  envoye'f 
au  Due  d  Ormonde,  apres  Parrivee  du  courier 
qui  mapporta  votre  lettre  du  \$me  de  ce  mots, 
N.S.  aufli-bien  que  la  resolution  que  fa  Ma- 
jefle  vicnt  prefentement  de  prendre,  eft  un, 
marque  fi  eflentielle  de'fa  bonne  foi,  de  fon 
defir  fincere  de  la  paixe  &  de  la  confiance 
qu'elle  a  dans  fa'Majefte  Tres  Chretienne, 
que  nous  devons  nous  promettre  que  le  Roi 
y  repondra  de  la  me  me  maniere,  &  qu'avec 
le  repos  general  nous  verrons  revivre  en  tres 
peu  de  femaines,  la  bonne  intelligence  entre 
deux  nations  qui  peuvent  etre  Tune  a  Tautre 
les  amies  les  plus  utiles,  par  les  memes  rai- 
fbns  qu*elles  ont  etes  les  ennemies  les  plus 
redou  tables. 

La  Reine  me  commande  d'ajouter  qu'elle 
efpere,  qu*en  meme-tems  qu'elle  recevra  la 
reponfe  a  cette  lettre  vous  me  donnerez  part 
que  le  Chevalier  a  commence  fon  voyage. 
Je  fuis,  &c. 

H.  ST.  JEAN. 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C.-  341 

To  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  May  ayth,  1712. 
I  RECEIVED  laft  night  the  honour  of 

D 

your  difpatch  of  the  4th  of  June,  N,S.  and 
am,  in  anfwer  to  it,  commanded  by  her  Ma- 
jefty  to  acquaint  your  Grace,  that  the  affecl- 
ed  alarm  and  the  clamour,  raifed  with  fo 
much  induftry,  both  here  and  in  Holland  *, 

*  Conferences  about  the  Duke  of  Ormond* s  not  attacking  the 
Enemy. 

A  la  Haye,  le  3me  Juin,  1712. 

"  Leurs  Hautes  Puiflances  ayant  fait  inviter  tous  les  miniftres 
prefents  des  Hauts  Allies  de  fe  vouloir  rendre  a  la  chambre  or- 
dinaire du  Congres,  on  y  comparu ;  &  apres  s'etre  afiis  pele- 
mele,  Monfieur  de  Broekhuifen,  a  la  tete  des  Deputes  des  Etats- 
Generaux,  du  Confeil  d'Etat,  &  des  Plenipotentiaires  de  1'etat 
d'Utrecht,  tant  qu'ils  en  font  prefents  ici,  propofa  que  la  rai- 
fon  pour  laquelle  on  avoit  prie  Meflieurs  les  miniftres  des  allies 
de  s'aflembler  etoit  vine  lettre  que  1'etat  avoit  re9ii  de  fes  D6- 
putes  a  1'armee,  par  laquclle  ils  marquoient  que  dans  un  con- 
feil  de  guerre  tenu  le  zSme  de  Mai,  on  avoit  cru  etre  en  etat 
d'attaqner  1'ennemi  avec  beaucoup  d'avantage,  mais  que  le 
Due  d'Ormond  s'en  etoit  excufc,  declarant  d'aroir  ordre  de 
ne  battre  point ;  fur  quoi  on  avoit  demands  de  lui,  fi,  au- 
moins,  il  ne  pourroit  pas  coxivrir  avec  fon  armee  nn  fiege 
qu'on  feroir,  mais  qu'il  avoit  repondu  de  n'avoir  point  d'ordre 
il'aller  en  aucune  maniere  offenfivement ;  que  1'etat  avoit  lieu 
d'etre  extremement  furpris  d'une  telle  conduite,  &  particuliere- 
mentde  ce  que  ce  Due  refufant  de  marcher  avec  1'autre  armee 
des  allies  jufques  a  1'ennemi,  &  dans  le  point  de  le  pouvoir 
attaquer,  s'etoit  declar£  ainli,  que  fur  cela  leurs  Hautes  Puif- 
fances  avoient  ordonne  a  leurs  Deputes  a  1'armee  de  tacher  con- 
jointement  avec  le  Prince  de  Savoye,  de  porter  le  Due  d'Or- 
mond a  changer  de  refolution,  &  a  concourir  avec  les  autres 
allies  a  tout  ce  qu'on  trouvera  bon  &  convenable  pour  atta- 
quer 1'ennemi,  bien  qu'on  ne  s'en  promettoit  pas  un  grand 

Z  3  etfet 


342  LETTERS    AND 

upon  what  has  fo  lately  patted  between  your 
Grace,  Prince  Eugene,  and  the  Dutch  De- 
puties, 

effet,  que  cependant  on  avoit  aufli  ordonne  a  1'Envoye  de  cet 
etat  a  la   cour  Britannique  de  fe  plaindre  de  cette  maniere 
d'agir,  &  de  prier  que  les  qrdres  foient  changes,  afin  que  le  Due 
d'brmond    puifle  concourir  vigoureufement  aux   operations 
de  la  campagne.     En  meme-tems  on  avoit  ordonne  aux  PlenU 
potentiaires  de  1'etat  a  Utrecht,  de  s'en  plaindre  a  my  Lord 
Eveque  de  Briftol,  ce  qu'ils  avoient  fait  hier  avant  midi ;  que 
celui-ci  avoit  voulujuftilier  au  commencement  cette  demarche, 
rnais  qu'etant   prefie  par  les  raifons  des  Plenipotentiaires  de 
1'etat,  il  s'etoit  a  la  fin  declare  de  la  maniere  fuivante,  felon 
les  propres  paroles  de  la  relation  des  fufdits  Plenipotentiaires, 
qu'il  avoit  ordre  de  fa  Keine  de  leur  declarer  de  la  maniere  la 
plus  folennelle,  '  Dat  dewyl  haar  Majefteit  hadde  gezien  dat 
alle  haare  avances,  aan  den  ftaat  gedaan,  fo  kwalyk  waaren- 
beantword,  en  dat  den  ftaat  over  het  werk  van  de  vreede  met 
haare  Miniflers  geen  concert  hadde  willen  maaken,  haar  Ma- 
jefteit haare  zaaken  alleen  zoude  moeten  doen  (i).'     Que  les, 
Plcnipotentiaires  ayant  repondu  la-deflus,  a  la  decharge  de 
1'etat,  avec  beaucoup  de  foudement,  my  Lord  Eveque  s'etoit 
roidi  dans  fa  foutenue,  &  a  la  fin  explique  encore  dans  les 
termes  fuivants ;  *  Dat  haar  Majefteit  zich  niet  achtede  te  wezen 
onder  eenige  obligatie,  hoedanig  die  zoude  zyn,  ten  regard  van 
den  Staat(2).'     Outre  cela  les  memes  plenipotentiaires  man-, 
dpient,  dans  une  feconde  lettre,  que  le  dit  Lord  Eveque,  dans 
une  autre  converfation,  avoit  declare,   '  Dat  de   koninginne 
meende  in  ftaat  en  bevocgt  te  wezen,  naar  alle  gedaane  avances 
van  de  vreede  te  mogen  maken,  met  of zonder  den  Staat  (3).* 
Le  dit  Monfieur  de  Brockhuifen  ajoutoit  a  tout  ceci,  que  cette 
declaration  de  1'Eveque  pouvoit  fervir  d'apologic  a  1'Etat  erx- 
vers  tous  ies  allies,  de  n'avoir  jamais  fair  aucune  demarche,  a 
1'egard  de  la  paix,  fans  la  communication  de  fes  allies,  avec 
afliirance  d'y  vouloir  continuer  toujours ;  que  dans  cet  inci- 

(i)  That  fince  her  Majefty  had  feen  all  her  advances  to  the  States 
fo  ill  feconded,  and  that  the  States  would  not  a£l  in  concert  with  her 
Minifters,  in  the  work  of  peace,  her  Majefty  would  attend  to  her  own 
tntercft  alone. 

(a)  That  her  Majefty  fliould  not  confider  herfelf  as  under  any  obli- 
gation whatever,  with  regard  to  the  States. 

(j)  Thst  the  O^ucen  onfidcred  herfelf  to  be  in  condition  and  un- 
<3er  the  obligation,  after  all  her  advances,  to  make  peace  with  or  with- 
out the  States. 

dent, 
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puties,  gives  her  Majefty  no  uneafinefs  what- 
foever. 

Her  orders  were  founded  on  the  moft  juft 
as  well  as  prudent  confiderations  ;  you  have. 
obeyed  them  with  that  firmnefs  which  be* 

<lent  Petat,  fous  I'approbation  dcs  allies,  avoit  refolu  d'ordonner 
encore  une  fois  a  fon  Miniftre  a  Londres  de  faire  la-deflus  de 
fortes  remontrances  a  la  decharge  de  PEtat,  qui  n'a  jatnais  re- 
fufe  de  parler  &  d'aller  de  concert  fur  la  paix,  avec  tous  les 
allies,  &  que  ce  qui  fe  pafle  a  cette  heure  6toit  contraire  aux 
declarations  faites  a  Londres  aux  miniftres  d'etat,  &  a  celles 
des  miniftres  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  faites  ici,  de  forte  qu'on 
infifteroit  aupres  de  la  Reine  a  la  revocation  de  1'ordre  donne 
au  Due  d'Ormond,  &  a  ce  que  fa  Majefte  ne  fe  fepare  point 
<le  fes  allies  ;  finiflant,  le  dit  Moniieur  de  Brockhuifen  difoit 
que  cette  communication  fe  faifoit  aux  miniftres  des  allies 
pour  apprendre  aufli  leurs  fentimens  &  reflexions  la-defTus. 

*'  Sur  cela  Monfieur  le  Comte  de  Sinzendorf  prit  la  parole, 
&  en  fe  plaignant  de  1'incident  arrive,  il  loua  la  refolution  de 
1'etat,  difant  que  pendant  prefque  fix  annees  qu'on  avoit  traite 
fur  la  paix,  PEmpereur  &  cet  etat  avoit  toujours  ete  pretes  a. 
tcouter  les  proportions,  &  en  dernier  lieu  d'apprendre  les  fen- 
timens de  la  Reine,  s'otfrant  d'entrer  en  tout  ce  qui  pourroit 
aucunement  etre  convenable,  bien  que  meme  avec  une  ceffion 
d'une  partie  de  fes  droits,  mais  que  jufqu'ici  on  n'avoit  pas  en- 
core cu  la  moindre  communication  fur  ce  point  ;  au  refte  le 
dit  Comte  croyoit  qu'on  pouvoit  6crire  aux  miniftres  d'autres 
allies  qui  font  a  Londres,  de  foutenir  &  d'appuyer  le  muiiftre 
de  Petat  dans  fa  remontrance,  &  que  pour  lui  il  etoit  en  pou- 
voir  de  le  faire  ians  nouvel  ordre  de  PEmpereur  fon  maitre. 

"  Monfieur  de  Bothmar  prit  la  parole  apres  lui,  &  fe  con- 
forma  entierement,  otFrant  aufli  d'ecrire  au  miniftre  de  fon 
maitre  a  Londres  de  concourir  aux  fufdits  remontrances. 
Les  miniftres  du  Roi  de  Prufle  fe  dcclareYent  vouloir  faire 
fidelle  rapport  de  ce  qui  fe  paflbit,  ne  doutant  pas  de  recevoir 
bientot  des  inftruftions  convenables  dans  ce  cas  qui  fembloit 
prefler,  &  que  fa  Majeftc  concourroit  toujours  a  ce  qui  pour- 
roit convenir  a  la  bonne  union  des  allies.  Les  miniftres  du 
Roi  de  Pologne,  de  PElefteur  Palatin,  de  Hcfle,  &c.  fe  coiifor- 
merent  aux  fentiineis  fufdits,  aprcis  quoi  on  fe 
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comes  you,  and  me  majces  no  doubt  but 
will  continue  to  do  ib. 

The  final  orders  which  your  Grace,  with 
fb  much  reafon,  impatiently  expects,  cannot 
be  difpatched  to  you  before  Friday,  and  at 
that  time  I  queftion  not  but  they  will  beTent. 
In  the  mean  time,  my  Lord,  I  am  to  let  you 
know,  that  her  Majefly  approves  of  your 
Grace's  propofal  of  taking  the  camp  men- 
tioned in  your  letter,  in  order  to  cover  the 
liege  of  Quefnoy,  if  Prince  Eugene  and 
the  States  perfift  in  the  defign  of  attacking 
that  place. 

You  are  my  Lord  farther  to  find  the  moir. 
plaufible  pretence  you  can  of  fending  a  trum- 
pet to  the  Marefchal  Villars.     You  are  to 
l!  inform  that  General  of  the  true  ftate  of  this 

affair ;  you  are  to  acquaint  him,  that  we 
mall  not  continue  long  in  this  uncertain  con- 
dition, iince  in  four  or  five  days  you  ex- 
pect to  hear  from  hence  that  the  peace  is 
fecure,  or  to  receive  orders  to  enter  im- 
mediately upon  action,  in  both  which  cafes, 
your  Grace  will  not  fail  to  write  again  to 
him.  You  are  to  conclude,  by  faying,  that 
fmce  this  fufpsnce  will  be  foon  removed, 

you! 
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you  hope  he  will  not  oblige  you  to  come  to 
any  aclion,  either  to  defend  yourfelf,  or  to 
join  with  Prince  Eugene's  army,  which  you 
muft  necefTarily  do  if  he  is  attacked. 

This,  rny  Lord,  is  the  fum  of  what  the 
Queen  commands  me  to  write  to  your  Grace* 
to  this  I  have  nothing  to  a^d,  but  my  fin- 
cere  ailurances  of  being,  with  the  utmoft  re- 
gard, my  Lord,  &c. 

May,  28,'  1712. 

THOUGH  I  had  writ  to  your  Grace  laft 
night,  yet  finding  we  were  to  have  a  battle 
in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  this  day,  upon 
the  very  order  given  to  you,  I  thought  it  pro- 
per to  delay  the  exprefs  till  the ,  fortune  of 
the  day  was  declared,  and  the  Queen  was 
pleafed  to  approve  my  thought.  Your  Grace 
will  receive  inclofed,  the  queflion  moved 
by  the  Whigs  in  our  Houfe  *,  arid  the  num- 
bers both  for  and  againft  it.  You  will  like- 
wife  receive  the  addrefs  propofed  by  us,  and 
carried  without  a  divifion  -J-. 

*  An  addrefs  to  her  Majefty  for  the  orders  feat  to  the  Duke 
of  Ormond,  and  to  order  him  to  aft  offenfively. 

f  Expreffing  a  confidence  in  her  Majefty's  promife,  to 
communicate  the  terms  of  peace  before  it  was  concluded,  and 
they  would  fupport  her  againft  all  perfons,  at  home  or  abroad, 
who  ihould  endeavour  to  obftruft  it. 

The 
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The  debate  was  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on 
the  fame  [point ;  and  we  fucceeded  thereby 
a  majority  of  28  j  I  may  add,  the  fpirit  which 
was  mown  both  above  and  below  flairs,  is 
more  confiderable,  and  a  better  omen,  even 
than  the  majority  by  which  we  prevailed. 

Your  Grace  will  likewife  have  two  letters 
for  the  Marquis  de  Torcy,  that  from  me  is 
open,  and  you  will  pleafe  to  fend  them  with 
your  own  to  the  Marefchal,  if  the  French 
and  Dutch  mould  be  fo  unrealonable  as  to 
prefs  on  to  a  fiege  without  your  concurrence, 
and  to  refufe  to  flay  fo  few  days  as  you  ex- 
pect your  final  order  in.  I  am,  &c. 

I  miflook  in  faying  two  letters  for  the 
Marquis  de  Torcy,  one  is  fealed  for  the  Ma- 
refchal, which  your  Grace  will  pleafe  to  fend 
with  the  other,  in  cafe  you  are  obliged  to 
fend  at  all. 


T<9  the  LordPrhy  Seal. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  May  28th,  1712. 

THIS  letter  ferves  only  to  inclofe  a  copy 
of  my  dilpatch  to  the   Duke  of  Ormond, 

and 
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and  of  that:  to  the  Marquis  de  Torcy,  to- 
gether with  the  refult  of  our  debates  this  day 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

The  Lords  were  on  the  fame  proportion, 
and  we  fucceeded  there  by  *  majority  of 
twenty-eight.  I  think  the  fpirit  mown  on 
this  occafion,  muft  convince  every  one,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  that  it  is  a  vain  en- 
terprize,  to  go  about  to  force  the  Queen  from 
the  resolutions  fhe  has  taken,  and  from  the 
meafures  fhe  is  engaged  in. 

Van  Boriele  *  has,  I  know,  a  letter  from 
the  States  to  deliver  to  the  Queen,  on  occa- 
fion of  what  pafTed  at  the  army,  and  of 
the  declaration  made  by  your  Lordfhip  at 
Utrecht ;  he  will  probably  have  his  audience 
to-morrow.  I  am,  &c. 


'To  the  Earl  of  Peterborough. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  May  27th,  1712. 
MY   letter  of  the  2d  inftant,  will  have 
given  your  Lordfhip  the  expectation  of  re- 
ceiving, in  a  mort  time,  orders  of  confe- 

*  A.  Van  Borfele,  Lord  of  Geldermalfen,  Ambaflador  from 
the  States-General, 

quence, 
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quencc,  and  a  commiffion  very  agreeable  tu 
you ;  I  hope  that,  by  the  end  of  this  week, 
the  courier  will  be  difpatched,  and  that  you 
will  find  the  ifFue  of  our  negociation  to  be 

o 

iiich,  as  makes  amends  for  all  the  pains 
taken,  all  the  dangers  run,  for  all  the  pub- 
lic reflexions  of  iome,  and  all  the  private 
jealoufies  of  others,  which  we  have  been 
forced  to  bear,  without  anfwering  the  firft, 
or  undeceiving  the  laft. 

Count  MarTei  is  arrived  here  from 
Utrecht,  as  the  Earl  of  Stratford  was  fome 
days  before.  Thefe  journeys  occafion  much 
peculation,  and  your  Lordfhip  will  to  be 
fure  hear  much  of  them,  efpecially  at  the 
Court,  to  which  I  find,  by  your  letter  from 
Venice  of  the  2oth  of  May,  you  was  going  ; 
"but  the  lefs  is  faid  on  thefe  fubjecls,  by  any 
of  the  Queen's  Mimfters,  until  the  whole  is 
ready  to  break  out  into  the  world  at  once, 
the  better.  Perhaps,  the  furprize  may  add 
to  the  merit,  as  well  £3  facilitate  the  fuccefs 
of  her  Majefty's  meafures. 

Though  this  part  of  my  letter  is  writ  in 
cypher, 'I  dare  not  be  more  explicit,  and  I 
believe,  I  am  enough  fo  to  give  your  Lord- 
fhip 
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ftiip  an  idea  of  what  is  doing,  and  of  what 
we  prefume  is  as  good  as  done. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  have  heard  of  a  great 
conteft  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  concerning  a 
bill  fent  up  by  the  Commons,  which  confti* 
tuted  a  commiffion  of  enquiry  into  the  na- 
ture and  value  of  King  William's  grants, 
and  which  was  looked  upon  as  the  firft 
flep  towards  the  refumption  of  them. 

In  our  Houfe,  an  order  has  been  carried 
for  cpnfolidating  this  acl  with  one  of  fupply, 
and  it  is  not  without  much  difficulty  that  we 
prevailed  to  diflblve  this  order,  and  to  fend 
the  two  bills  feparately  from  our  Houfe  to 
yours. 

The  Court  was  obliged  to  endeavour  to 

o 

carry  the  acl  of  enquiry  ;  our  Friends  among 
the  Commons  expected  this  from  us ;  and  in- 
deed, I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  grantees 
themfelves  would  have  found  their  account 
in  letting  it  pafs  ;  my  Lord  Portland  muft  be 
excepted,  for  the  principal  aim  was  againft 
his  exorbitant  unmerited  eftate.  We  could 
have  turned  this  matter  fo  as  to  have  iaved 
our  friends,  and  at  little  or  no  expence  to 
have  rendered  thefe  pofTeffions  as  fecure  and 
valuable  to  them  as  their  paternal  fortunes ; 
2  whereas, 
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whereas,  the  bill  being  loft,  I  am  afraid  frorfi 
the  fpirit  I  fee  raifed,  that  it  will  hang  like 
the  fword  of  Damocles,  in  the  air,  and  per- 
haps fooner  or  later  fall  and  do  execution. 

The  Duke  of  Leeds  was  fo  much  of  this 
opinion,  that  he  came  warmly  into  the 
bill.  I  cannot  exprefs  to  you  what  a  part 
my  Lord  Nottingham  acted ;  his  fon  voted 
for  tacking  it  to  the  money-bill ;  and  he,  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  oppofed  it  when  fepa- 
rated  from  it.  Your  Lordmip  having  very 
meritorioufly  a  fhare  in  thefe  grants,  I 
thought  it  not  improper  to  give  you  this  ac- 
count ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  let  you 
know  that  your  friends  had  taken  the  ne* 
cefTary  care  of  your  interefts.  I  am  forry 
Mackenzie  has  been  imprudent  in  the  con- 
duel  of  a  matter  which  required  the  utmofl 
caution ;  but  the  Queen  will  be  able  mortly 
to  interpofe  with  more  weight  and  authority 
in  this,  and  every  thing  elfe,  than  fhe  has 
hitherto  been.  A  duplicate  of  this  letter  is 
fent  to  Vienna,  as  your  Lordmip  defires ; 
either  there  or  at  Venice  it  will,  I  hope, 
find  your  Lordmip. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 

P.S. 
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P.S.  I  vifit  Parfon's  Green  very  often,  and 
have  indulged  myfelf  in  all  thofe  pleafures 
which  fhady  walks  and  cool  retreats  infpire. 
There  wanted  nothing  but  the  matter  to 
make  me  willing  to  continue  ever  there. 


A  Mon/leur  de 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  zSme  Mai,  1712. 

LA  Reine  m'a  commande  de  vous  ecrire 
cette  lettre  pour  vous  informer  que  les  re- 
montrances  qui  viennent  d'etre  faites  a  fa 
Majefte  de  la  part  des  Etats-Generaux,  fur 
le  refus  du  Due  d'Ormond  ou  d'attaquer 
1'armee  de  France,  ou  d'entreprendre  ancim 
fiege,  n'ont  eu  autre  efFet  que  celui  de  faire 
renouveller  les  memes  ordres  au  dit  Due. 
Mais  en  cas  que  le  Prince  Eugene  &  les 
Deputes  de  1'Etat,  ce  qui  n'eft  pas  fort 
vraifemblable,  s'opiniatroient  a  vouloir  af- 
fieger  quelque  place,  quoique  Farmee  de  la 
Reine  n'y  concourut  pas,  le  Due  d'Ormond 
doit  alors  prier  Moniieur  le  Marefchal  de 
ne  rien  entreprendre  centre  eux,  &  de  ne 
pas  Tobliger  par-la  a  venir  a  une  action. 

Dans  tres-peu  de  jours  nous  recevrons 
4  la 
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la  derniere  refolution  de  fa  Majefte  Trea 
Chretienne,  &  la  decifion  du  Roi  Philippe, 
la-defTus  la  Reine  fera  les  declarations  men- 
f  ionnees  dans  ma  lettre  du  241116;  de  ce  mois, 
{pi  nous  tireront  de  1'incertitude  dans  la- 
quelle  nous  fommes ;  ou  elle  donnera  ordre 
a  fon  General  d'agir  le  plus  vigoureufement 
qu'il  le  pourra. 

Un  delai  fi  inconfiderable  ne  peut  etrc 
d'aucun  prejudice  a  vos  interets  :  c'efl  pour- 
quoi  la  Reine  ne  veut  point  douter  que  Mon- 
£eur  le  Mareichal  ne  fe  croit  oblige  d'em- 
pecher  une  aclion  generale  en  ne  pas  allant 
aux  allies,  comme  le  Due  d'Ormond  en  a 
deja  empeche,  en  refufant  d'aller  a  Tarmec 
de  France. 

J'envoie  cette  lettre  a  Monfieur  le  Due 
d'Ormond,  afin  qu'il  la  faffe  remettre  avec 
celle  qu'il  a  ordre  d*ecrire  au  Marefchal  de 
Villars,  qui  ne  manquera  pas  de  vous  la  fairs 
tenir.  Je  fuis,  Monfieur,  &c. 

H.  St. 


A  Mon* 
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,  A  Monfleur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  yme  Juin,  V.S.  171*. 

JE  vous  ecris  cette  lettre  a  part,  pour 
vous  repeter  qu'on  ne  peut  pas  prendre  plus 
de  confiance  que  la  Reine  fait  dans  la  bonne 
foi  de  fa  Majefle  Tres  Chretienne. 

Elle  envifagc  cette  confiance  reciproque 
entre  les  deux  cours  comme  1'unique  moyen 
de  retablir  le  repos  de  TEurope. 

La  Reine  regarde  auffi-bien  que  le  Roi, 
la  fufpenfion  d'armes  comme  abfolument  ne- 
ceffaire  ppur  oter  aux  ennemis  de  la  paix, 
les  moyens  d'en  empecher,  ou  d'en  retarder 
la  conclufion ;  mais,  Monfieur,  vous  confi- 
derez,  s'il  vous  plait,  qu'il  n*efl  ni  1'interet 
du  Roi,  ni  de  celui  de  la  Reine  que  les 
chofes  reftent,  a  cet  egard,  fur  le  pied  qu*elles 
font  prefentement.  II  ne  vous  conviendra 
peut-etre  pas  que  le  Marefchal  de  Villars 
refle  dans  1'inaftion,  pendant  que  le  Prince 
Eugene  fait  le  fiege  de  Quefnoy,  &  il  ne 
fera  pas  de  1'honneur  de  la  Reine  que  le 
Due  d'Ormond  devienne  un  paiiible  fpec- 
tateur  de  ce  qui  fe  pafTera  entre  1'armee  de 
France,  &  celle  des  allied,  avant  qu'il  puifle 

VOL.  III.  A  a  declarer 
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declarer  hautement  que  la  fufpenfion  d'armes 
eft  accordee.  \ 

Vous  dites,  Monfieur,  que  ce  n'eft  pas  une 
menace  a  faire  aux  Hollandois  que  de  leur 
declarer  que  les  troupes  Angloifes  garderont 
la  ville,  la  citadelle,  &  les  forts  de  Dun- 
kerque;  mais  permettez-moi  de  vous  faire 
obferver,  que  e'en  fera  une  que  de  leur  de- 
clarer que  la  Reine  ne  vent  plus  agir  centre 
la  France,  que  fa  Majefte  Tres  Ohretienne 
ne  leur  a  laifle  nulle  excufe  pour  colorer 
leur  opiniatrete,  &  qu'enfin  il  faut  qu'ils  fe 
depechent  a  faire  leur  accommodement,  ou 
qu'ils  courent  rifque  d'avoir  fur  le  dos  un 
fardeau  qu'ils  ne  font  pas  en  etat  de  fup- 
porter. 

L'Abbe  Gaultier  vous  ecrira  fur  le  fujet 
du  Chavalier. 

II  ne  me  reftfc  que  de  vous  aflurer  que  j$ 
fuis,  avec  un  tres  parfaite  eftime, 

Monfieur,  &c. 

H.  St.  JEAN. 
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De  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Verfailles,  le  8me  de  Juin,  1714. 
J'EUS  Fhonneur  de  vous  ecrire  le  i8me 
du  mois  dernier,  que  le  Roi  voulant  aplanir 
la  principale  difficulte  qui  s'oppofoit  au  reta- 
blifTement  de  la  tranquillite  generale,  faifoit 
deux  proportions  au  Roi  d'Efpagne,    1'unc 
de  renoncer,  pajr  le  traite  de  la  paix,  pour 
lui  &  pour  fes  defcendans,  a  fes  droits  fur  la 
Couronne  de  France,  &  de  fe  contenter  de 
1'Efpagne  &  des  Indes ;  Fautre  de  conferver 
fes  droits  fur  la  Couronne  de  France,  mais 
de  ceder  1'Efpagne  &  les  Indes  a  Monfeig- 
neur  le  Due  de  Savoye,  &  de  fe  contenter 
en  echange    des  etats  que  Monfeigneur  le 
Due  de  Savoye  pofsede  aujourd'hui,  en  con- 
fervant  auffi  le  royaume  de  Sicile.     Je  vous 
marquai,  Monfieur,  que  fa  Majefte  depechoit 
un  courier  a  Madrid,  pour  etre  plus  prompte- 
ment  informee  des  intentions   du   Roi  foil 
petit- fils,  fur  Tune  ou  fur  Tautre  de  ces  deux 
propofitions  alternatives ;  &  qu'elle  m'ordon- 
noit  cependant  de  vous  affurer,  que  la  paix 
fe  feroit  fur  le  fondement  de  Tune  ou  de 
J'autre. 

A  a  2  J'ai 
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J'ai  vu  par  la  reponfe  dont  vous  m'avez 
honore  le  2 1  me  du  meme  mois,  que  la  Reinc 
fe  repofoit  entierement  fur  la  bonue-^foi  du 
Roi,  &  qu'elle  attendoit  la  communication 
que  fa  Majefle  lui  donneroit  de  fes  refolutions 
au  retour  du  courier  depeche  a  Madrid :  fa 
Majefte  voulant  alors  faire  toutes  les  decla- 
rations neceffaires  pour  la  conclufion  d«j 
Touvrage  de  la  paix. 

Le  courier  porteur  d'une  decifion  auj(!i 
important,  eft  arrive ;  &  le  Roi  d'Efpagne 
3  ecrit  au  Roi,  &  declare  bien  precifement 
a  TEuvoye  de  fa  Majefte  aupres  de  lui,  qu'il 
s'en  tenqit  a  la  premiere  proportion,  favoir, 
de  conferver  1'Efpagne  &  les  Indes,  &  dq 
renoncer,  par  la  paix,  pour  lui  &  pour  fes  der 
fcendans,  a  fes  droits  fur  la  Couronne  de 
France. 

Voila  done  le  principal  obftacle  qui  s'op- 
pofoit  a  la  paix,  furmonte  j  &  la  Reine  verra, 
Monfieur,  qu'ell?  ne  s'eft  point  trompeq 
dans  la  confiance  qu'elle  a  prife  en  la  bonne- 
foi  du  Roi. 

Sa  Majefle  attend  prefentement  que  cette 
Princeffe  aplaniire,  de  fon  cote,  le  refte  des 
difficultes  que  les  ennemis  de  la  paix  vou- 
drpient  foutenir  encore  pour  empecher  la 
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COnclufion  de  cc  grand  ouvrage.  Et  comme 
Vous  m'aflurez,  Monfieur,  qu'au  retour  du 
courier  fa  Majefte  Britannique  devoit  faire 
toutes  les  declarations  necefTaires  a  cet  efFet, 
le  Roi  croit  que  la  premiere  &  la  plus  pref- 
fante  eft  d'aflurer  une  fufpenfion  d'armes,  ou 
gene  rale  ou  tout  au  moins  entre  les  armees 
mutuellement  dans  les  Pays-Bas,  &  qui  dure 
ljufqu'&  la  conclufion  de  la  paix. 

Sa  Majefte  eft  perfuadee  que  ce  fera  aufli 
le  fentiment  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne,  les  ordres  donnas  a  Monfieur  le  Due 
d'Ormond,  ne  laiflant  pas  lieu  de  douter  des 
intentions  de  fa  Majefte  Britannique. 

Plus  je  vois  de  diipofitions  a  la  paix,  & 
plus  je  defire  le  moment  de  pouvoir  vous 
feliciter  fur  la  perfe&ion  de  ces  ouvrages, 
&  de  vous  affurer  a  cette  occafion  qu'on  ne 
peut  etre  plus  veritablement  que  je  fuis, 
Monlieur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


De  Monfieur  de 

MONSIEUR, 

A  Marli,  ce  lome  Juin,  1712. 

J'AI  re^u  ce  matin,  par  le  courier  que 

vous  m'avez  depeche,    la  lettre  que   vous 

A  a  3  m'avez 
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m'avez  fait  1'honneur  de  m'ecrire  le 
Mai...5me,  Juin,  avec  le  memoire  que  vous 
y  avez  joint,  &  j'ai  lu  Tun  &  1'autre  au 
Roi.  Sa  Majefle  a  vu,  avec  beaucoup  de 
plaifir,  les  fg.ges  difpontions  que  la  Reine  de 
la  Grande  Bretagne  a  faites  pour  conduire 
au  plutot  1'ouvrage  de  la  paix  a  une  heu- 
reufe  conclufioh.  J'efpere,  Monfieur,  que 
les  resolutions  de  fa  Majefle  Britannique 
feront  bien,  fecondees  par  la  prompte  deci- 
fion  du  Roi  d'Efpagne,  dont  je  vous  en- 
voyai  la  nouvelle  avant  hier,  &  que  le  cou- 
rier, La  Vigne,  comptoit  de  vous  remettre 
aujourd'hui  entre  les  mains. 

Je  n'ai  done  plus  lieu  de  craindre  que  la 
negociation  foit  rompue,  malgre  les  oppofi- 
tions  que  les  ennemis  de  la  paix  y  pour- 
ront  encore  apporter.  II  femble  qu'ils  veu- 
illent  en  tenter  les  derniers  moyens,  s'il  eft 
vrai,  comme  les  lettres  de  Tarmee  en  afTurent 
depuis  deux  jours,  qu'ils  invefHflent  le  Quef- 
noy  a  deifein  d'en  faire  le  fiege.  I^es  ordres 
que  vous  avez  envoyes  a  Monfieur  le  Due 
d'Ormond  font  &  poiitifs,  que  le  Roi  ne  peut 
croire  que  la  Reine  approuve  une  pareille 
entreprife,  &  encore  moins  que  fes  troupes 
foient  employees  a  la  faire  reuilir.  Sa  Ma- 

jefte 
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jefte  m'a  cependant  commande  de  vous  en 
ecrire,  &  de  vous  demander,  Monfieur,  cc 
que  fera  1'armee  de  la  Reine,  lorfque  Mon- 
fieur le  Marefchal  de  Villars  tentera  le  fe- 
cours  de  la  place,  en  cas  qu'elle  foit  afliegee. 

Vous  voyez  que  fi  Ton  ne  convient  in- 
cefTamment  de  la  fufpenfion,  nous  pourrons 
nous  strouver  indifpenfablement  engages  a 
quelque  grand  evenement.  J'efpere  de  votre 
prudence  &  de  vos  foins,  que  nous  1'evite- 
rons,  &  que  rien  ne  troublera  la  perfection 
d'un  ouvrage  auffi  pres  de  fa  fin. 

J'elpere  auffi  que  les  reponfes  *  que  j'ai 

Thonneur 

*  "  Reponfes  du  Roi  au  mlmolre  envoy e  de  Londres,  le  $me  jfuin^ 


"  Article  premiere,  Sa  Majefte  confent  de  ceder  a  la  Reinc 
de  la  Grand  Bretagne  Tile  de  Terreneuve  avec  la  ville  de  Plai- 
fance,  fortifiee,  mais  1'artillerie  &  les  munitions  dont  cette  place 
ell  pourvue,  en  ieront  retirees,  &  ne  feront  pas  comprifes  dans 
la  celiion  qui  fera  faite  de  la  place  &  de  1'ile,  car  clles  ne  font 
attachees  ni  a  Tune  ni  a  1'autre,  &,  pour  ufer  d'une  compa- 
raifon  commune,  on  pent  regarder  I'artillerie  &  les  munitions 
d'une  place,  comtne  les  meubles  d'une  maifon  qu'un  parti- 
culicr  emporte  lorfqu'il  cede  cette  meme  maifon  par  un  contrat 
volontairg.  Les  lies  adjacentes  a  celle  de  Terreneuve,  n'ont 
ete  ni  demandees  ni  promifes,  par  les  articles  fignes  a  Londres, 
an  mois  d'Odlobre  dernier  :  comme  ils  ont  fervi  de  regie 
au  commencement  &  au  progres  de  la  negociation  prefen^ 
1'intention  du  Roi  eft  de  fuivre  exa&ement  cette  m£me  regie, 
comme  la  plus  fure  pour  parvenir  a  la  conclufion  du  traite,  & 
fa  Majefle  eft  perfuadee  que  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
ndelle  a  fa  parole,  n'infiftera  pas  fur  une  demande  nouvelle,  & 
qui  ne  fc  tjouve  pas  dans  la  convention  fignee  au  nom  de  cette 
Pruicefle.  Lc  Roi  veut  bien  ajouter  a.  cette  convention  la 
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1'honneur  d'envoyer  a  votre  memoire,  ne 
fbrmeront  aucun  nouvel  embarras,  &  que  la 

Reine, 

ceffion  de  I'Acadie  felon  fes  anciennes  lirnites,  ainfi  qu'elle  eft 
dernandee  par  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

*«  Seconds,  Les  articles  fign6s  a  Londres  refervent  aux  fujets 
du  Roi  ia  faculte  de  pecher  &  de  fecher  les  morues  fur  I'ile  de 
Terreneuve;  une  difpofition  faite  de  gre  a  gre  ne  fe  peut  re- 
ilraindre  ni  recevoir  de  changement  que  ceux  qu'on  juge  re- 
eiproquement  etre  conformes  a  1'utilitc  commune.  Sur  ce  fon- 
dement,  le  Roi  offre  a  1'Angleterre  de  lui  laifler  1'artillerie  & 
les  munitions  de  Plaifance,  les  iles  adjacentes  a  celle  de  Ter- 
reneuve, d'entredire  aux  Francois  la  liberte  de  pecher  &  de 
fecher  la  morue  fur  la  cote  de  cette  ile,  meme  fur  la  partie 
nominee  le  Petit  Nord,  d'ajouter  a  ces  conditions  la  ceffion 
des  iles  de  St.  Martin  &  de  St.  Barthelemy,  voifines  de  celle 
de  St.  Chriftophe,  fi,  moyennant  cette  offre  nouvelle,  la  Reine 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne  content  a  reftituer  I'Acadie,  dont  la  Ri- 
viere de  St.  George  feroit  delormajs  les  limites,  ainfi  que  les 
Anglois  le  pretendoient  autrefeis.  II  eft  done  au  choix  de  la 
Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  ou  de  s'en  tenir  aux  articles  fignes 
a  Londres,  ou  d'accepter  1'echange  que  fa  Majefte  propofe. 
En  ce  dernier  cas,  fa  Majefte  apporteroit  toutes  les  facilites  qui 
dependroient  d'elie  pour  terminer,  a  la  fatisfadion  de  1'Angle- 
terre,  1'afFaire  de  ce  ranqon  de  Tile  de  Nieves. 

"  Troi/teme,  Comme  un  des  principaux  fruits  de  la  paix  ferar 
s'U  plait  a  Dieu,  TinteUJgence  parfaite  que  le  Roi  fe  propofe 
d'etablir  entre  fes  fujets  &  ceux  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne,  il  faut  ecarter  toutes  les  propofitions  capables  de 
troublcr  cette  heureufe  union  ;  1'efperance  n'a  fait  que  trop 
voir,  qu'il  £toit  coaime  impoflible  de  la  conferver  dans  les  lieux 
pofledes  en  commun  par  la  nation  Franqoife  &  la  nation 
Angloife ;  ainfi  cette  feule  raifer.  fuffiroit  pour  empecher  la 
Majefte  de  confentir  a  la  propofition  de  laifler  les  Anglois  pof- 
feder  en  commun  Pile  du  Cap  Breton  avec  les  Fran9ois.  Mar, 
uue  raifon  plus  forte  s'oppofe  encore  a  cette  propofition,  & 
romme  on  ne  voit  que  trop  que  les  nations  les  plus  amies  de- 
viennent  fouveot  ennemies,  il  eft  de  la  prudence  du  Roi  de  fe 
referver  la  poffeffion  de  la  feule  ile,  qui  lui  ouvriia  deformais 
reotree  de  la  riviere  de  Saint  Laurent.  Elle  feroit  abfolument 
ferroee  aux  vaifleaux  de  fa  Majefte,  fi  les  Angtois,  maitres  de 
1'Acadie  &  de  Terreneuve,  pofledoient  encore  Tile  du  Cap 
Bretoa  en  commun  avec  les  Francois,  &  le  Canada  feroit  perdu 
pour  la  France  au  premier  cvenement  qui  tenouvelleroit  entre 

les 
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Reine,qui  a  recu  tant  de  marques  de  la  bonne 
foi  du  Roi,  continuera  de  prendre  la  meme 

confiance 

les  deux  nations  la  guerre,  que  Pieti  detournera  pour  lone-terns! 
mais  le  moyen  le  plus  afiur6  de  la  prevenir  eft  cte  penfcr  fouvent 
qu'eile  peut  renaltre. 

**  Quatrilme^  On  ne  diflimulera  pas  que  c'eft  par  la  meme 
raifon  que  le  Roi  veut  fe  referver  la  liberte,  naturelie  &  com- 
mune a  tons  les  fouverains,  d'elever  dans  les  jies  du  Gotphe 
,&  dans  1'embouchure  de  la  riviere  de  Saint  Laurent,  aufli-biea 
que  dans  Tile  du  Cap  Breton,  tdles  fortifications  que  fa  Ma- 
jefte  jugera  necellaires.  Ces  ouvrages,  faits  uniquement  pour 
la  furete  du  pays,  ne  pourront  jamais  mitre  aux  iles  &  aux 
provinces  voifines.  II  eft  jufte  qne  la  Reine  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne,  ait  la  meme  liberte  d'elever  les  fortifications,  qu'elle 
jugera  n£ceflaires,  foit  dans  I'Acadie,  foit  dans  1'lle  de  Ten-e- 
ndive, &  fur  cet  article  le  Roi  ne  pretend  rien  exiger  de  con- 
traire  aux  droits  que  la  propriete  &  la  poffeffion  donneront  na-« 
turelleroent  a  cette  Princefle. 

*'  Cinquieme)  Le  Roi  veut  bien  par  une  confide'rarion  par- 
ticuliere  pour  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  lui  laiffer  le 
canon  &  les  munitions  de  guerre  qui  fe  trouveront  dans  les 
forts  &  places  de  la  Baie  &  des  IX'troits  d'Hudfon,  nonob- 
ftant  les  fortes  raifons  que  fa  Majefte  auroit  de  les  retirer,  Si- 
de ies  tranfporter  ailleun. 

*'  Article  du  Commerce. 

'*  Comme  le  Roi  defire  fincerement  que  toutecaufe  de  4ivi- 
iiOH  entre  fa  Majefte  &  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  celfe 
au  plutot,  il  lui  feroit  trts  agreable  de  voir  terminer  a  Utrecht 
entre  fes  Plenipotentiaires  &  ceux  ci'Angteterre  toute  difpute 
fur  le  commerce  ;  mais's'il  eft  impoffibie  que  les  difHcultes  fur 
cette  matiere  foient  aplanies  avant  la  conciufion  de  la  paix, 
plutot  que  de  la  retarder,  fa  Majefle  confent  aux  deux  de- 
mandes  faites  au  nom  de  cette  Princefte. 

"  La  premiere,  de  nommer  des  Commiffaires,  qui  s'aflem- 
bleronta  Londres  pour  examiner  &  regler  Ie5  droits  &  impoii- 
tions  qui  feront  payes  dans  chaque  royaume. 

"  La  feconde,  que  la  France  &  1'Angleterre  s'engagent  r6- 
ciproquement  a  donner  aux  fujets  de  rune  cu  de  1'autr-e  cou- 
ronne,  les  mcmes  privileges  &  avantages  dont  elles  favoriferoat 
^uelque  nation  etrangere  tjue  ce  foit. 

"   Article  de  la  Sufpenjiott  d"  Annzs. 

tl  Un  terme  axiffi  court  que  celui  de  deux  moi<;,  laiferoit 
auK  ennemis  de  la  paix  Pefpcrance  de  pouvoir  trou bier  encore- 
la. 
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confiance  en  fa  Majefte,  fans  infifter  fur  des 
demandes  qui  ne   ferviroient  qu'a  marquer 

des 

la  negociation  avant  la  fin  de  la  campagne.  Le  Roi,  perfuade 
,des  bonnes  intentions  de  la  Reine  de  la    Grande  Bretagne, 
eftime  qu'il  eft  du  bien  commun  d'etendre  ce  terme  a  quatre 
mois: 

"  Premiere,  II  doit  fuffire  pour  achever  de  furmonter  toute* 
les  difficultes  du  traite.  la  principale  etant  deja  levee  par  la  re- 
folution  ferme  que  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  a  prife  de  renoncer,  pour 
lui  &  pour  fes  defcendans,  a  la  couronne  de  France,  &  de 
conferver  1'Efpagne  &  les  Indes,  &  cette  renonciation  fera  in- 
feree  dans  le  traite  de  paix. 

•"  Seconde,  Apres  avoir  r6tabli  le  recommencement  &  le  cour« 
de  la  negociation,  fur  la  bonne-foi  &  fur  une  confiance  mu- 
tuelle,  dont  on  reflent  les  heureux  effets,  il  faut  en  bannir 
la  defiance  &  jufqu'a  I'apparence  de  foup$on  lorfqu'on  ap- 
proche  du  but,  ou,  de  part  &  d'autre,  on  s'eft  propofe  de  par- 
venir.  Le  Roi  laifle  a  1'equite  de  la  Reine  d'Angleterre  de  juger 
fi  la  demande  de  mettre  garnifon  Angloife  dans  Dunkerque, 
pendant  la  fufpenfion  d'armes,  n'a  rien  d'offenfant  pour  lui, 
&  fi  le  public  n'en  regarderoit  pas  la  propofition  comme  un 
doute  de  1'exaftitude  de  fa  Majefte  a  fatisfaire  a  fes  promefles. 
Elle  fait  que  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  eft  bien  cloignee 
de  cette  penfee,  ayant  re9u  trop  de  preuves  du  contraire. 
Aufli  le  Roi  la  confiderant  depuis  long-terns  comme  amie 
malgre  la  continuation  de  la  guerre,  eft  perfuadee  qu'elle  fe  de- 
liftera  d'une  pareille  demande,  non-feulement  inutile,  mais 
capable  de  produire  uneffet  entierement  oppofe  aux  intentions 
de  cette  Princefle.  Car  il  eft  certain,  que  1'objet  qu'elle  fe 
propofe,  eft  d'obliger  les  Hollandois  a  donner  promptement 
au  Roi  un  equivalent  des  fortifications  de  Dunkerque,  que  fa 
Majefte  promel  de  faire  demolir.  II  faut  done  vaincre  leur 
opiniatrete,  &  leur  faire  voir,  que  s'ils  perfiflent,  le  dom- 
mage  en  tombera  fur  eux.  Mais  ce  n'eft  pas  une  menace  a 
leur  faire,  que  leur  declarer  que  le  troupes  Angloifes  garderont 
la  ville,  la  citadelle,  &  les  forts  de  Dunkerque,  jufqu'a  ce 
que  les  Etats-Generaux  aient  donneau  Roi  un  equivalent  dont 
fa  Majefte  puifle  6tre  fatisfaite.  Biles  porteroit  feulc  la  peine 
des  nouveaux  obftacles  qu'ils  fufciteroient  a  la  paix,  &  c'eft 
,par  des  voies  oppofee-qu'il  faut  contraindre  cette  rfcpufc^gue  a 
devenir  plus  flexible.  Comme  1'intention  du  Roi  efFveri- 
tablement  deprefler  la  demolition  de  Dunkerque  generalement, 
fa  Majeft6  propofe  qu'imraediatenient  apresla  fignature  du  traitp 

de 
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des  ibupcons,  dont  je  fuis  perfuade  que  le 
»  cceur  de  fa  Majefte  Britannique  eft  inca- 
pable. 

Vous  pouvez  TafTurer,  Monfieur,  que  le 
Chevalier  eft  pret  a  partir  d'un  moment  a 
1'autre,  il  ne  refte  plus  que  de  favoir  ou  il 
doit  aller,  &  en  quel  lieu  il  fera  en  furete. 
Je  vous  avoue  que  je  ne  fais  mil  Prince 
qui  veuille  le  recevoir,  dans  la  crainte  de 
deplaire  a  la  Reine  ou  a  d'autres  puiflances. 
Quel  que  explication  fur  ce  fujet  feroit  abfo- 

de  paix  avec  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  un  corps  de 
troupes  Angloifes  vienne  camper  fous  Dunkerque,  &  que  ces 
troupes,  dont  le  nombre  fera  fixe,  travaillent  conjointement 
avec  les  fiennes  a  rafer  toutes  les  fortifications.  La  condition 
d'en  combler  le  port  &  de  ruiner  les  eclufes,  depend,  comme 
le  Roi  s'en  eft  explique,  de  la  reftitution  que  fa  Majefte  a  dc- 
mandee  de  Tournay  &  de  Tournefis.  Elle  renouvelle  encore 
le  me'rrte  engagement.  La  ruine  des  eclufes  caufera  celle  du 
pays  des  environs  de  Dunkerque,  amis  &  ennemis  en  fouf- 
riront  egalement.  Le  Roi  fouhaiteroit  d'epargner  cette  defo- 
lation  inutile,  que  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  n'a  peut- 
etre  pas  aflez  confiderce.  Sa  Majefte  veut  qu'elle  lui  foit  en- 
core expofee,  quoiqne  refolue  a  faire,  fur  cet  article,  ce  qut 
conviendra  le  plus  a  cette  Princefle,  moyennant  la  reftitution 
de  Tournay  &  de  Tournefis. 

**  Troifetme,  La  paix  eft  neceflaire  a  toute  1'Europe,  le  Roi 
la  defire  comme  un  bien  general,  &  fa  Majefte  regarde  la  fuf- 
penfion  d'armes  comme  un  moyen  prefque  neceflaire  pour  y 
parvenir.  Mais  elle  refuferoit  toute  fufpenfion,  elle  romperoit 
meme  la  negociation  de  la  paix,  fi  1'une  &:  1'autre  dependoient 
d'admettre  une  garnifon  Hollandoife  dans  Cambray,  pendant 
quelque  intervalle  de  terns  que  ce  peut-etre.  Elle  ne  confentira 
jamais  a  une  propofition  aufli  contraire  a  fon  honneur,  a  foa 
interet,  &  au  bien  de  fon  royaume. 
"Fait  a  Marli,  le  lome  Juin,  1712. 

"DfiToRCY." 

4.  lument 
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lument  nfecflaire,  &  je  vous  fupplie  <Je 
la  faire  favoir  par  FAbbe'  Gaultier,  fi  vous 
ne  jugez  pas  a  propos  de  me  la  donner  vous- 
meme. 

Je  fuis  plus  qtie  perfonne,  &  tres  parfaite- 
ment,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


A  Monfteur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  6me  Juin,  V.S.  1712. 
JE  vous  renvoie  La  Vigne,  qui  m'a  ap- 
porte  votre  lettre  du  8me  Juin,  N.S.  dans 
laquelle  vous  marquez  que  le  Roi  Philippe 
s'en  tenoit  a  la  premiere  propoiition,  lavoir, 
de  conferver  1'Eipagne  &  les  Indes,  &  de 
renoncer,  par  la  paix,  pour  lui  &  pour  fe 

defcendans,  a  fes  droits  fur  la  couronne  de 
France. 

J'ai  auffi  re9u  votre  lettre  du  lome  de  ce 
mois,  en  reponfe  a  celle  que  je  me  fuis 
donne  1  honneur  de  vous  ecrire  Je  24016  du 
mois  pafle,  V.S. 

La  Reine,  Monfieur,  m'a  commande  de 
vous  faire  favoir>  que  quoique  votre  der- 
nier memoire  n'ai  pas  repondu,  felon  ion 

attente, 
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attente,  aux  demandes  que  jc  vous  ai  fait ;  fa 
Majefte  n'a  pas  laifle  de  fe  rendre  aujourd'hui 
au  Parlement,  &  de  lui  faire  toutes  ,les  de- 
clarations necefTaires  pour  rendre  cette  na» 
tion  unanimement  portee  a  la  paix,  &  pour 
oter  a  tous  ceux  qui  en  out  1'incljnation,  le 
pouvoir  de  plus  traverfer  la  conclulion  de 
notre  grand  ouvrage. 

La  Reine  n'a  point  parle  aux  deux  Cham- 
bres  de  la  fufpenfion  d'armes,  mais  elle  m'a 
commande  de  vous  communiquer  la-defTus, 
&  fur  quoi  fes  refolutions  font  fondees. 

Le  commencement  &  le  cours  de  cette 
negociation  orit  ete  etablis  fur  la  bonne  foi 
de  part  &  d'autre  :  la  Reine  fe  repofe  en- 
tierement  fur  celle  du  Roi ;  elle  croit  lui  en 
avoir  donne  des  preuves,  elle  eft  prete  a  lui 
donner  des  nouvelles ;  mais  il  y  a  des  certains 
cas,  ou  entre  les  parens  les  plus  proches, 
entre  les  amis  les  plus  intimes,  la  prudence 
demande  qu'on  prenne  toutes  les  precautions 
les  plus  exadtes. 

L'expedient  pour  prevenir  la  reunion  des 
(ieux  monarchies  de  France  &  d'Efpagne,  eft 
le  point  capital  de  notre  negociation ;  &  fa 
fe  departiroit  plutot  de  tous  ccux 

dont 
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dont  nous  fommes  convenus,  que  de  laifler 
celui-ci  dans  1'incertitude. 

Elle  en  eft  reponfable  a  fes  peuples,  a  fes 
allies,  au  fiecle  prefent,  &  a  la  pofterite. 

Sur  ce  fondement,  Monfieur,  la  Reine 
efpere  que  fa  Majefle  Tr£s  Chretienne  nc 
trouvera  rien  ote^ant  dans  les  demandes 
qu'elle  fe  trouve  obligee  de  renouveller,  & 
qui  font  continues,  dans  le  memoire  ci- 
joint  *. 


*  **  Articles  propofis  par  fa  Majefte  la  Reine  de  la  Grande 
Brelagne  pour  une  fufpenfion  aarmes  entre  les  armies  qui 
Jont  prefentement  dans  les  Pays-Bas. 

«*  Article  premier,  La  Reine  confentira  a  une  fufpenfion 
d'armes  pour  le  terme  de  deux  mois,  lefquels  pourront  etre 
prolonges  a  trpis  pu  a  quatre  mois. 

"  Second-:,  Pendant  le  terme  de  cette  fufpenfion,  on  tachera 
de  eonclure  le  traite  de  la  paix  generate  j  an  moinsl'article  qui 
regarde  la  reunion  des  deux  monarchies  fera  ponftuellement 
execute;  c'eft  a  dire,  le  Roi  Philippe  renoncera  dans  cet  ef- 
pace  de  terns,  dans  toutes  les  formes,  pour  lui  &  pour  fes 
defcendans,  a  la  couronne  de  France;  cette  renonciation 
fera  acceptee  par  le  Roi  Tres  Chretien,  &  ratifi.ee  de  la  ma- 
uiere  la  plus  folennelle  par  les  etats  du  royaume  de  France. 
La  fucceflion  a  la  dite  couronne  fera  declaree  &  adjugee  apres 
le  Dauphin  &  fes  defcendans  a  Monfeigneur  le  Due  de  Berry 
&  fes  defcendans,  &  fucceffivement  aux  autres  Princes  de  la 
Maifon  de  Bourbon,  a  1'exclufion  abioluc  du  Roi  Philippe  §c 
des  fiens. 

«f  Le  Due  de  Berry  &  le  Due  d'Orleans?  renonceront,  pour 
eux  &  pour  leurs  enfans,  a  tout  droit  fur  la  Couronne  d'Ef- 
pagne  ;  les  etats  de  ce  royaume  accepteront  &  confentiront  a 
cette  renonciation,  de  la  maniere  qu'il  conviendra  (i  i. 

"  Toutes  les  parties  ci-deflus  mentionnees  conviendront, 
par  des  a6les  authentiques,  de  reconnoitre  pour  fuccelTeur  a 

(i)  H.B.  Voyez  la  lettre  de  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  ecrite  de  Marli, 

ie  tme  Avrii. 

la 


CORRESPONDENCE,    &C.  367 

Je  depeche  mi  courier  a  Monfieur  le  Due 
d'Ormonde  avec-  la  copie  de  ce  que  j'ai 
1'honneur  de  vous  communiquer.  En  cas 
que  le  Roi  trouve  a  propos  d'accorder  ce 
que  la  Reine  demande,  vous  n'aurez,  Mon- 
iieur,  qu'a  figuer  ces  articles,  &  les  envoy- 
er  a  ce  General,  qui,  eu  meme-tems  qu'il 
prendra  pofleffion  de  Dunkerque,  declarera 

la  couronne  d'Efpagne  apres  le  Roi  Philippe  &  fes  deft-en* 
dans,  le  Prince  dont  on  tombera  d'accord  dans  le  traite  de  la 
paix  future. 

*'  Troi/ume,  La  garnifon  Fran9oife  fortira-de  la  ville?&  ci- 
tadelle  de  Dunkerque,  &  des  torts  qui  en  dependent,  &  les 
troupes  de  la  Reine  y  entreront  du  jour  que  la  -fufpanfion. 
d'armes  commencera ;  &  cette  place  demeurera  entre  les  mains 
de  la  Reine,  jufqu'a  ce  que  les  Etats-Generaux  aient  confenti 
a  donner  a  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  un  equivalent  pour 
la  demolition  de  cette  place,  dont  elle  foit  cpntente.  Biea 
entendu  oue  dans  ce  cas,  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  fera 
obligee  dc  demolir  tontes  les  fortifications  de  cette  place,  de 
combler  le  port,  &  de  ruiner  les  eclufes,  de  la  maniere  que 
les  Plenip->tentiaires  de  la  Reine  1'ont  demande. 

"  Qutur.c^c,  Comme  les  demandes  de  la  Reine  n'pnt  pour 
objet  que  d'avoir  une  efpcce  de  gage  pour  aflurer  I'execution 
de  1'article  qui  regarde  la  reunion  des  deux  monarchies,  fa 
Majefte  ne  pretend  pas  en  aucun  fa9on  fe  me'ler  ni  troubler 
le  gouvernement  civil  de  la  ville  de  Dunkerque  ;  mais  au  con- 
traire,  elle  m'ordonne  de  promettre  de  fa  part,  qu'elle  dop- 
nera  tous  les  ordres  qui  feront  neccfiaires,  afin  que  toutes  les 
chofes  demeurent  &  foient  fur  le  meme  pied  qu'elles  font 
acluellement ;  que  les  vaifleaux  du  Roi,  &  ceux  des  particu- 
liers,  auront  la  liberte  de  fortir  &  d'entrer  dans  le  port  toutes 
les  fois  qu'il  leur  conviendra,  fans  qu'on  les  en  puifle  empe- 
cher  fous  quelque  prctexte  que  ce  puifle  etre  ;  &  que  tous  les 
vaifleaux  du  Roi,  &  autres  appartenants  aux  particuliers,  & 
tous  leurs  effets,  feront  autant  en  furete  qu'ils  font  prefente- 
ment. 

»•  Fait  a  Whitehall,  ce6mejuin  (V.S.)   1712. 

«  H.  St.  JEAN." 

aux 


LITTERS    AND 

aux  allies  qu'il  a  ordre  de  ne  plus  agir  centre 
la  France. 

Le  Comte  de  StrafFord  partira  des  le 
commencement  de  la  femaine  prochaine  pour 
fe  rendre  a  Utrecht :  les  inftru&ions  qu'il 
portera  avec  lui  mettront  les  Plenipbten- 
tiaires  de  la  Rfiine  en  etat  de  ne  plus  garder 
les  mefures,  aux  quelles  ils  ont  etc  jufqu'ici 
obliges  de  fe  foumettre.  Ils  pourront  doren- 
avant  fe  joindre  ouvertement  a  ceux  de  fa 
Majefle  Tres  Chretienne,  pour  donner  la 
loi  a  tous  ceux  qui  ne  voudront  pas  fe  fou- 
mettre a  des  conditions  juft.es  &  raifonnables, 
C'eft  auffi  ce  qu'ils  ne  manqueront  pas  de 
faire,  &  c'efl  par  ce  moyen  que  nous  pour- 
rons  en  peu  de  terns  parvenir  a  la  fin  de  tous 
nos  tra'vaux. 

Je  vous  depecherai  un  autre  Courier  dans 
le  terns  que  le  Comte  de  StrafFord  quittera;, 
la  cour,  pour  vous  informer  des  ordres  dont 
il  fera  charge.  Je  fuis,  &c. 

H.  St,  JEAN. 

Je  ne  doute  point  que  la  paix  ne  fe  puifle 
faire  a-peu-pres  fur  le  plan  que  1' Abbe  Gaul- 
tier  nous  a  apporte. 
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To  the  Duke  ofQrmond. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  June  the  7 th,  1712. 

ALL  your  Grace's  letters  are  come  fafe  to 
my  hands,  and  have  been  laid  before  her 
Majefty.  I  am  now  to  anfwer  fuch  parts  of 
them  as  I  have  received  the  Queen's  orders 
upon. 

The  firft  point  I  am  to  mention,  is  the 
fatisfa&ion  with  which  her  Majefty  hears 
the  account  of  that  exact  obedience  which 
your  Grace  has  paid  to  her  orders. 

The  Queen  commanded  me  particularly 
to  take  this  notice  to  you,  and  to  exprefs  her 
confidence  that  you  will  proceed  in  the  fame 
manner. 

Inclofed,  your  Grace  will  receive  copies  of 
two  letters,*  and  a  memorial,  which  will  be 
difpatched  this  day  to  the  Marquis  de  Torcy. 
They  have  been  prepared  by  the  Queen's 
order,  in  anfwer  to  the  laft  exprefs  which 
came  from  France,  and  you  will  perceive 
by  them,  my  Lord,  that  her  Majefty  infifts 
on  the  execution  of  the  article  relating  to 

o 

Spain,  and  on  the  delivery  of  Dunkirk,  as 

points  without  which  (he  will  not  declare 

VOL.  II.  B  b  /or 
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for  a  cefTation  of  arms  in  the  Netherlands. 
At  the  fame  time  your  Grace  will  find  that 
her  Majefty  is  pofitively  refolved  to  continue 
no  longer  on  the  prefent  foot.    This  matter, 
therefore,  is   now  brought  to  a  very  Ihort 
illue.     If  thefe  conditions  are  accepted,  and 
fent  figned  by  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  arid  Dun- 
kirk put  into  your  poffefiion,  you  are  pub- 
licly to   own,  that,  you  can  no  longer  ad: 
againft  the  French.      If  they  are  not  con- 
fented  to,  you  are  entirely  free  from  reftraint, 
and  at  liberty  to  take  all  reafonable  meafures 
that  are  in  your   power  for  annoying   the 
enemy. 

My  Lord  StrafFord  will  be  going  hence 
in  the  beginning  of  next  week,  and  we 
hope  he  will  find  the  Dutch  become  more 
tractable  than  hitherto  they  have  been ;  in 
which  cafe  the  Queen  will  do  her  utmoft 
to  fettle  the  terms  of  a  celfation,  and  a 
peace  too,  in  the  befl  manner  for  them.  It 
is  with  the  greateft  regret,  that  her  Ma- 
jefty  finds  herfelf  conftrained  to  come  to 
fuch  extremities  with  her  allies.  But  what 
remedy  has  me  left,  when  either  fhe  muft 
follow  this  courfe,  or  fubmit  to  be  ufed 
worfe  than  any  petty  Prince,  and  have  the 

negociation> 


if~.  •     d 
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negotiation  wrefted  out  of  her  hands,  for  no 
other  reafon,  but  becaufe  fome  benefit  is  like- 
ly to  accrue  to  her  fubjecls  by  the  peace  ? 

I  obferve  by  your  Grace's  letters,  that  you 
have  been  preiTed,  I  may  fay  indecently,  to 
give  an  account  what  orders  you  had  receiv- 
ed. The  Dutch  Minifter  queftioned  me  in 
much  the  fame  manner,  but  I  anfwered  him, 
by  demanding  what  the  private  inftru6lions 
are  which  the  States  have  given  to  their  De- 
puties and  Generals. 

It  is  probable  that  Marefchal  de  Villars 
may  receive  the  orders  which  will  be  fent 
him  from  Verfailles,  within  a  day  after  this 
letter  may  come  to  your  hands.  Your  Grace 
will  therefore  lofe  no  time  in  acquainting 
him,  that  you  are  in  expectation  of  receiv- 
ing from  his  court  that  which  muft  deter- 
mine your  proceedings  ;  and  that,  according 
to  the  King's  refolution,  you  are  either  to. 
look  upon  yourfelves  on  both  fides  as  freed 
from  any  reftriclive  orders,  and  in  full  liberty 
of  acling  againft  each  other,  or  that  you 
are  openly  to  declare  for  a  cellation,  whilft 
the  beft  means  pofiible  are  ufed  to  prevail  on 
the  reft  of  the  allies  to  do  the  fame  ;  but  the 
B  b  2  Queen's 
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Queen's  declaration,  however,   is  to  be  po~ 
fitive. 

Your  Grace  is,  to  be  fure,  informed  of 
the  endeavours  ufed  by  the  States  to  debauch 
the  troops  in  her  Majefty's  pay  from  her,  and 
to  borrow  money  for  carrying  on  their  fub- 
fiftence.  She  makes  no  doubt  but  your  Grace 
is  on  your  guard,  and  that  you  will  take  the 
be  ft  precaution  to  make  them  fteady  to  her 
Majefty's  intereft,  and  to  prevent  any  fur- 
prize.  I  mall  not  fail  to  let  the  feveral 
Minifters  know,  in  what  manner  the  Queen 
will  refent  any  ftep  of  this  kind ;  and  I  be- 
lieve your  Grace  will  do  well  to  fpeak  the 
fame  language  to  the  Generals  of  the  foreign 
corps  paid  by  the  Queen.  Among  other 
things,  they  will,  I  believe,  reflecl:  twice  on 
the  arrears  which  are  due  to  moft  of  them. 

Thefe,  my  Lord,  are  all  the  inftruclions 
which  1  am  at  prefent  directed  to  tranfmit 
to  your  Grace,  and  thefe  are  of  fuch  a  na» 
ture,  tjiat  I  lofe  no  time  in  fending  the 
courier  away,  though  he  for  France  is  not 
yet  gone.  I  am  ever,  my  Lord,  &c. 

P,S.  I  forgot  to  fay  in  my  letter,  and 
therefore  I  fay  it  here,  that  in  cafe  France 


ajr     ees 
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agrees  with  the  Queen,  and  your  Grace,  by 
confequence,  refufes  publicly  to  a6t  againfl 
them,  I  think  the  allies  will  have  little  rea- 
fon  to  complain,  fince  Dunkirk  is  fomething 
more  valuable  than  Quefnoy,  and  fince  a 
town  delivered  up,  is  more  cheaply  acquired 
than  a  town  taken  by  fiege. 


To  Mr.  Harley. 

SIR, 

Whitehall,  June  yth,  1712. 

I  RECEIVED  this  morning,  with  my 
Lord  Privy  Seal's,  the  favour  of  your's  of 
the  1 4th  inftant,  N.S.  from  Utrecht. 

Time  has  lain  heavy  no  doubt  on  your 
hands ;  Holland  is  never,  I  believe,  a  very 
agreeable  place  to  one  of  your  temper,  but 
in  this  ferment,  it  muft  be  particularly  dif- 
agreeable  to  you  on  many  accounts. 

Our  whole  attention  has  been  given  for 
feveral  days,  to  the  fecuring  of  the  negocia- 
tion  in  the  Queen's  hands,  which  the  grate- 
ful Dutch,  and  the  honeft  Whigs  (for  the 
Imperialifts  are  not  worth  naming)  make 
fo  many  efforts  to  wreft  from  her.  At  the 
fame  time,  we  have  been  working  with 
B  b  3  France 
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France  to  fecure  a  public  fufpeniionof  arms, 
a  private  one  being  neither  fafe  nor  honour- 
able to  continue  any  longer.  My  difpatches 
to  my  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  the  papers  from 
the  office,  will  fufficiently  apprize  you  how 
thefe  matters  at  prefent  {land.  I  am  fan- 
guine  enough  to  believe,  that  all  will  go 
well,  but  furely  never  negociation  laboured 
under  fo  many  unnatural,  as  well  as  unne- 
cefTary  difficulties. 

I  thank  you  for  your  intelligence  from 
Amfterdam,  and  am  glad  to  hear  that  Hop 
fucceeded  no  better  in  his  embafly  * ;  this 
ieems  to  be  the  utmoft  pitch  that  paffion  and 
rage  can  carry  thofe  people  to,  unlefs  they 
fhould  go,  as  fome  have  been  faucy  enough 
to  infmuate,  fo  far  as  to  attempt  leizing  the 
Britim  troops  in  Flanders.  The  provocation 
indeed  is  great,  the  Queen  treats  for  herfelf 
and  them,  when  they  refufe  to  concert  with 
her;  and  this  peace,  if  it  takes  effect,  will 
contain  fome  articles  beneficial  to  Britain. 
I  mould  have  been  glad  you  had  fpecified 
who  the  Ministers  are  that  confented  to  take 
their  matters  troops  from  the  Queen ;  one 

*  To  Prince  Eugene,  to  concert  with  him  the  beft  means, 
of  gaining  over  the  Generals  of  the  auxilliary  troops  in  the 
Flanders  army,  and  to  provide  for  their  fubiiftence. 
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of  them  I  can  eafily  guefs  at.  All  I  know 
is,  that  in  this  cafe  the  Queen  may  very  juftly 
think  herfelf  freed  from  all  obligations  of 
treaty,  or  of  any  other  kind ;  and  I  think 
fhe  will  gain  more  by  the  breach,  than  fhe 
could  by  the  union  with  fuch  allies.  I  have 
informed  my  Lord  Treafurer  that  you  are 
alive  ;  he  received  the  news  with  much  fa- 
tisfadtion.  The  Houfe  of  Lords  is  this  mo- 
ment in  debate  on  the  Queen's  fpeech,  and 
his  Lordfhip,  while  I  am  writing  to  you, 
may  very  probably  be  employed  in  wiping 
off  fbme  of  the  dirt,  which  that  fcavenger 
Wharton  throws  at  him.  I  go  to  him  from 
hence,  and  perhaps  he  may  write  to  you  by 
this  mefTenger. 

By  Tuefday's  poft,  you  will  receive  your 
orders  to  proceed  to  Hanover,  and  you  will 
have  another  letter  for  the  Elector ;  what 
jnftruclions  her  Majefty  may  think  fit  to  fend 
yon,  fhall  be  fent  at  the  fame  time. 

I  have  ordered  my  brother  to  ftay  and 
wait  on  you  to  Hanover ;  I  hope  you  will 
forgive  the  liberty  I  take,  of  putting  the 
young  fellow  under  your  protection. 


Bb4  To 
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To  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  June  i,ith,  1712. 
I  DISPATCH  this  meffenger  in  hafte  to 
your  Grace,  with  fome  additions  to,  or  rather 
explanations  of,  the  laft  orders  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  tranfmit  to.  you.  On  the  fup- 
pofition  that  your  Grace  will  receive,  from 
the  court  of  France,,  an  acceptance  of  the 
conditipns  propofed  by  her  Majefty  for  a  fuf» 
penfion  of  arms  ;  the  Queen  directs  .  that 
your  Grace  mould  coniider  with  yourfelf, 
how  to  take  poflemon  .of  Dunkirk,  in  the 

•  £jitTtlJj>*'  '•*••/  *  *  A  *  i 

fafeft  and  befl  manner,  #nd  this,  not  only 
with  refpedt  to  the  enemy,  but  to  the  allies, 
Her  Maj-efty  thinks  it  proper  and  necefTary, 
that  your  Grace  mould  likewife  know  of 
Marefchal  Villars,  what  facility  he  can  give 
on  his  part  to  your  Grace  in  this  matter,  and 
how  you  may  befl  obviate  fuch  difficulties 
as  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Deputies  may 
create. 

What  has  pafTed  lately  here,  makes  the 
Queen  fo  abfolutely  miftrefs  of  her  own  con-? 
duel,  and  cuts  off  to  fuch  a  degree  all  hopes 
pf  breaking  through  her  meafures,  that  we 

hope 
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hope  to  find,  at  the  army  and  every  where 
elfe,  more  eafe.  and  compliance  than  we 
have  hitherto  met  with;  but  however,  it  is 
good  to  fuppofe  the  worft,  and  to  omit  no 
precaution  in  an  affair  fo  nice  in  its  nature, 
of  fo  great  importance  to  the  Queen's  ho- 
nour, and  to  the  intereft  of  her  kingdoms. 

Should  the  French  not  comply  with  the 
articles  propofed  by  her  Majefty,  your  Grace 
then  underftands  yourfelf  to  be  at  liberty  to 
ad:  as  if  no  reftriclive  orders  had  been  ever 
fent  you,  and  you  will  let  the  Mareichal 
know  as  much. 

I  have  time  to  add  no  more,  but  my 
afTurance  of  being,  with  the  utmofl  fin- 
cerity,  my  Lord,  your  Grace's,  &c. 


To  the  Lord  Privy  Seal. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  June  I4th,  1712. 
MY  former  letters  will  have  apprized 
your  Lordfhip  of  the  Queen's  laft  declara- 
tions to  France,  about  a  ceflation  in  the  Ne- 
therlands ;  and  with  this  packet  I  am  to  ac- 
quaint .you,  that  France  has  agreed  to  our 

propofals, 
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propofals,  making  only  one  alteration,  'and 
one  addition,  which  are  not  confiderable. 

The  Duke  of  Ormond,  may,  therefore, 
probably  make  a  detachment  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  Dunkirk ;  and,  in  tjiat  cafe,  the 
alarm  will  not  be  feigned,  but  real  on  the 
part  of  the  Dutch  :  a  pledge  given  to  the 
Queen  and  none  to  them,  and  that  pledge, 
Dunkirk,  will,  I  fuppofe,  be  a  morfel  of 
hard  digeflion.  They  have,  however,  no 
reafon  to  make  complaints  againfl  any,  but 
their  Whig  allies ;  deluded  by  whom  into 
falfe  hopes  of  breaking  her  Majefty's  mea- 
iures,  they  are  likely  to  fuffer  in  reputation, 
and  perhaps  otherways. 

Give  me  leave  to  congratulate  with  vour 

o  * 

Lordfhip  on  the  prefent  happy  fituation  of 
affairs,  and  on  the  figure  which  our  miftrefs 
makes  ;  who  from  a  ftate  of  fubje6lion  to 
her  allies,  is  come  to  give  them  the  law,  and 
to  carry  the  fate  of  Europe  in  her  hand  ; 
who  obliges  France  to  enter  into  en^a^e- 

O  —      O 

rnents,  and  to  give  pledges  to  her,  and  is 
herfelf  under  none  to  France. 

I  hope  the  proceedings  o£  our  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  and  the  furrendering  of  Dun- 
kirk into  her'Majefty's  hands,  will  efFeclually 

undeceive, 
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undeceive  the  States,  and  humble  their 
pride  ;  in  which  cafe,  the  Queen  will  do  her 
utmoft  for  them  ;  and  although  the  ambi- 
tious views  which  they  have  propofed  of  late 
years  to  themfelves,  will  not  be  anfwered, 
yet  much  more  will  come  to  their  fhare 
than  they  had  reafon  to  expect,  or  was  ever 
intended  for  them,  even  by  the  late  King. 

Left  any  difficulty  ilrould  arife,  to  op- 
pofe  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  taking  pofTeffion 
of  Dunkirk,  we  are,  a  la  four  dine ,  getting 
fome  few  battalions  and  mips  ready,  to  do 
it  from  hence,  and  perhaps  this  had  been 
the  beft  method  we  could  have  refolved  upon 
at  firft. 

Many  reports  have  come  to  me,  like  thofe 
contained  in  the  letter  writ  to  your  Lordmip 
from  Amfterdam  ;  and  although  I  can  very 
eafily  believe,  that  iuch  extremities  may 
have  been  thought  of,  yet  I  confeis,  I  cannot 
apprehend  that  the  projectors  will  dare  to 
attempt  to  execute  what  they  contrive.  It 
is  however  good  to  be  on  one's  °;uard,  and 

o  o 

in  fo  critical  a  conjuncture,  the  Queen's  fer-r 
vants  cannot  be  too  vigilant. 

with  fincere  refpecl,  my  Lord,  &c, 

4  ft 
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70  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  June  I4th,  1712. 

THOUGH  my  letter  is  fhort,  yet  I 
thought  the  importance  of  it  deferved  to  have 
a  mefTenger  difpatched  on  purpofe. 

Your  Grace  has  feen  what  I  writ  by  the 
Queen's  order  to  France,  on  the  fubject  of 
the  cefTation  ;  the  courier  returned  laft  night, 
and  hcrMajefty's  demands  are  complied  with 
to  her  fatisfaction.  If  therefore,  my  Lord, 
your  Grace  has  any  difficulties,  as  we  fore- 
fee  feveral  which  may  arife,  in  taking  pof- 
feffion  of  Dunkirk,  you  may  keep  your  army 
entire,  and  our  meafures  are  ready  here  for 
fending  over  troops  for  that  fervice. 

Nothing  can  be  more  dreadful  to  the 
Dutch,  than  this  town  in  Englifh  hands. 
Confider,  therefore,  the  temper  they  are  in, 
and  if  you  are  likely  to  have  the  leaft  dif- 
turbance  on  this  account,  keep  the  fecret, 
fend  your  accounts  to  the  Queen,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  the  troops  mall  be  ready 
to  enter  the  place  from  hence.  We  will 
find  means  of  concerting  things  fo?  that 
your  declaration  for  a  fufpenfion  mall  be 

exactly 
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exactly  timed  with  the  evacuation  of  Dun- 
kirk. We  expecl:  impatiently  to  hear  from 
you.  Monlieur  de  Torcy  having  fent  me 
word,  that  he  difpatched  copies  to  your 
Grace  of  what  he  writ  to  me. 

If  you  have  taken  poffeffion,  well ;  if 
you  have  not,  we  lhall  be  able  to  do  it 
from  hence  ;  and,  perhaps,  in  the  ferment, 
you  had  better  lie  {till,  and  }et  Dunkirk  be 
pofleffed  nrft,  and  the  clamour  happen  after- 
wards. On  your  next  letters,  we  mall  take 
our  meafures ;  I  hope  they  may  come  to- 
morrow. I  am  ever,  my  Lord,  &c. 


To  the  Duke  of  Qrmond. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  June  2Oth,  1712. 
THE  inftruclions  necefTary,  in  this  critical 
conjuncture,  to  be  given  to  your  Grace,  are 
fuch  as  her  Majefty  has  thought  to  deferve 
fending  the  Earl  of  Strafford  on  purpofe  to 
the  army.  He  will  fet  out  to-morrow,  and 
make  all  poffible  halte  to  your  Grace,  but 
in  the  mean  time,  I  thought  it  expedient  to 
fend  Smith  back  to  you  with  this  notice, 
and  the  account  of  what  has  been  done 

here 
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here  upon  your  letters,  and  the  difpatch  re- 
ceived at  the  fame  time  from  the  Marquis 
de  Torcy.  Betides  what  you  will  find  in 
my  letter*  to  this  Minifter,  I  told  the  gentle- 
men who  were  with  me  this  morning, 
that  the  Queen  would  look  upon  herfelf  as 
acquitted  from  all  obligations  of  arrears  of 
fubfidies  or  pay,  to  that  Prince  whofe  troops 
fhould  refufe  to  obey  your  orders  without  he- 
fitation,  and  that  your  Grace  would  be  di- 
rected on  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  to  declare 
as  much  to  them,  and  to  require  a  pofitive 
anfwer  from  them.  And  as  your  Grace  will 
be  more  fully  apprized  of  the  nieafure  you 
are  to  obferve  on  the  Earl  of  StrafFord's 
arrival,  and  on  the  account  you  mall  receive 
from  France,  fo  I  believe  the  beft  ufe  you 
can  make  of  the  intermediate  time,  will  be 
to  continue  vigilantly  on  your  guard,  and  to 
fpeak  in  the  plainefl  and  moft  refolute  man- 
ner to  the  feveral  generals  of  the  foreign 
corps. 

I  inclofe  to  your  Grace  a  ftate  .of  the  fe- 
veral troops,  by  which  you  will  fee  which 
are  in  the  entire  pay,  and  which  in  the 
joint  pay  of  the  Queen  and  the  States ;  thofe 

*  Dated  June  aoth,  1712, 

of 
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of  the  firft  fort  muft  obey  you  in  the  whole, 
and  thofe  of  the  latter  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion in  Vhich  they  are  paid. 

Your  Grace  will,  I  believe,  think  fit  t6 
give  the  Marefchal  *  notice  of  the  endea- 
vours ufed  by  the  Queen  to  fubdue  the  ob- 
ftinacy  of  thofe  who  refufe  to  obey ;  of  the 
expectation  you  are  in  to  hear  from  him  on  an 
exprefs  fent    from   hence  to  the  Court   of 
France,  and  of  the  Earl  of  Stratford's  coming 
to  the  army  with  frem  inftruclions  from  her 
Majefty.     Your  Grace  will  farther  obferve 
by  my  letter  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  that  the 
Queen  has  altered  her  intention  concerning 
the  manner  of  taking  porTeflion  of  Dunkirk. 
She  thinks    that  fending   the   troops   from 
hence,   will  be  a   method  liable  to   fewer 
accidents,  than  making  a  detachment  from 
your  Grace's  army,  or  even  marching  with 
all  the  troops  which  will  obey  your  orders 
to   the  fea.     If,   therefore,  you  receive  au 
account  from  the  Court  of  France,  that  her 
Majefty's  laft  propofals  are  agreed  to,  and 
orders  are  difpatched  for  the  furrendry  of 
Dunkirk,  your  Grace  will  have  no  more  to 
do  than  to  declare  the  fulpention  between 

*  De  Villars. 

Great 
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Great  Britain  and  France,  and  to  keep  th£ 
whole  body  which  mall  obey  your  orders 
entire,  and  to  withdraw  in  the  beft  man* 
ner  which  the  circumftances  you  mall  be  in 
will  allow. 

As  to  the  troops  in  the  town  and  cafile  of 
Ghent*,  I  have  no  particular  directions  ;  nei- 
ther is  it  eafy,  in  the  prefenL  conjun6ture, 
to  give  any.  Your  Grace  will  advertife 
them  to  be  upon  their  guard,  and  I  hope 
we  ihall  foon  be  able  to  bring  not  only  them, 
but  all  the  reft  of  the  Queen's  troops  out  of 
that  country. 

Your  Grace  will  excufe  me  for  ufmg 
another  hand  than  my  own,  but,  in  the  pre- 
fent  hurry  of  bufinefs,  it  is  imporTible  to  do 
otherwife  ;  and  I  hope  your  Grace  will  not 
ftand  on  the  ceremony  of  writing  with  your 
own  hand  to  me.  1  am,  &c. 

I  need  not  caution  your  Grace,  that  the 
inclofed  to  the  Marquis  de  Torcy,  is  fit  to  fall 
under  the  eyes  of  no  perfon  whatfoever  but 
your  Grace. 

*  The  Duke  of  Ormond,  upon  his  withdrawing  his  army 
from  that  of  the  allies,  had  been  refufed  admittance  into  many 
of  the  conquered  towns. — He  then  changed  his  rout,  and 
aimed  at  the  pofleffion  of  Ghent,  then  the  firft  town  of  the 
Spanifli  Netherlands.  , 

[Mem. 
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[Mem.  The  following  was  in  cyphers, 
and  inclofed  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Harley,  of 
June  1 8th,  1712.] 

As  little  a  fellow  as  Robethon*  is,  I  have 
reafoii  to  believe  that  moft  of  the  ill  im- 
preffions  which  have  been  given  at  that 
Court,  have  chiefly  come  from  him  ;  and  as 
I  know  him  to  be  mercenary,  I  doubt  not 
but  he  has  found  his  account  in  this  his 
management.  You  will  obferve  him  par- 
ticularly, and  endeavour  to  counterwork  his 
infinuations  with  the  Elector  and  his  mi- 
nifter. 


De  Monjteur  de 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Marli,  le  22me  Juin,  1712. 

JE  re9us  hier,  par  le  courier  que  vous 
m'avez  renvoye,  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez 
fait  1'honneur  de  m'ecrire,  le  6me  de  ce  mois, 
V.S.  &:  le  memoire  contenant  les  articles 
propofes  parlaReine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
pour  une  fufpenfion  d'armes  entre  les  armees 
qoi  font  prefentement  dans  les  Pays-Bas. 

*  A  Frenchman,  who  has  worked  his  way  into  tke  councils 
of  the  Eleftor. 

VOL.  IL  Gc  F 


386  LETTERS    AND 

J'ai  lu  an  Roi  ce  memoire  &  votre  lettre, 
&  je   vous    afTure,    Monfieur,    qu'il   falloit 
toute  la  confideration,  &  tous  les  egards,  que 
fa  Majefte  a  pour  les  demandes  de  la  Reine, 
pour  faire  patter    1'article    de    Dunkerque, 
de  la  maniere  que  vous  perfiftez   a  le  de- 
mander  ;  mais  il  n'y  a  pas  moyen  de  renfter 
aux  iuftances  d'une    grande    Princeffe,  qui 
declare  auffi  hautement  fes  fentimens  pour 
le  retabliffement  du  repos  general  de  FEu- 
rope ;  &  quoique  vous  marquiez  avec  beau- 
coup  de  raifon,  qu'il  y-  a  des  cas  ou  la  pru- 
dence demande  qu'on  prenne  les  precautions 
les    plus    exacles  entre  les  parens  les   plus 
proches,  &  entre  les  amis  les  plus  intimes, 
cette  maxime  fi  lage  &  (i  vrai,  cede  au  defir 
nncere  que  le  Roi  a  d'obliger  une  Reine  que 
la  Majefle  ne  peut  encore  traiter  publique- 
ment  comme  amie,  quoiqu'elle  ait  deja  pour 
cette  PrinceiTe  les  fentimens  que  1'amitie  la 
plus  etroite  infpire,  encore  plus  que  les  liai- 
fons  du  fang.     Ainli,  Moniieur,  le  Roi  con- 
fent  a  faire    fortir  fes  troupes  de  la  Tille  & 
citadelle  de  Dunkerque,   &  des  forts  qui  en 
dependent,  a  laifTer  entrer  en  leur  place  les 
troupes  Angloifes  de  la  Reine,  du  jour  que 
la  fufpenfion  d'armes  commencera,  &  a  laif- 

fer 
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fer  Dunkerque  entre  les  mains  de  la  Reine, 
jufqu'£  ce  que  les  Etats-Generaux  aient  con- 
ienti  a  donner  au  Roi  un  equivalent  pour 
Ja  demolition  de  cette  place,  dont  fa  Majefte 
foit  contente* 

Enfin,  elle  approiive  le  refte  de  Particle 
troifieme,  &  le  quatrieme  de  votre  memoire, 
qui  regarde  Dunkerque.  Elle  me  commande 
feulement  d'y  ajouter,  que  les  officiers  Fran- 
cois, commis  a  la  garde  de  fes  magazins, 
tant;  de  terre  que  de  mer>  demeureront  dans 
k  ville,  &  qu'ils  continueront  d'exercer  leur 
emploi,  pendant  le  fejour  que  les  troupes 
Angloifes  y  doivent  faire.  Cette  claufe  eft 
une  fuite  de  la  parole  que  la  Reine  donne, 
de  laifler  toutes  chofes  fur  le  meme  pied  ou 
elles  font  aftuellement,  &  de  la  furete  qu'elle 
promet  pour  les  vaiffeaux  du  Roi,  ceux  des 
particuliers  &  leurs  effets.  Sa  Majefte  compte 
done,  qu'elle  ne  propofe  rien  de  nouveau  en 
etendant  un  peu  cet  article. 

Gomme  elle  croit  ne  pouvoir  donner  a  la 
Reine  une  preuve  plus  evidente  de  fa  con- 
fiance  abfolue,  fa  Majefte  lui  declare  que  ce 
feroit  perdre  entierement  tout  le  fruit  d'une 
negociation  conduite  heureulement  jufqu'au 
point  de  la  conelufion,  que  d'infifter  fur  la 
C  c  2  claufe 
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claufe  de  Tarticle  feconde,  qui  porte  que  la 
renonciation  du  Roi  d'Efpagne,  pour  lui  & 
fes  defcendans,  a  la  couronne  de  France, 
fera  ratinee  par  les  etats  du  royaume.  Les 
etats  en  France  ne  fe  melent  point  de  ce  qui 
regarde  la  fucceffion  a  la  couronne  j  ils  n'ont 
le  pouvoir  ni  de  faire,  ni  d'abroger  les  lois. 
Quand  les  Rois  les  convoquent,  on  marque 
dans  les  lettres  que  c'eft  pour  ou'ir  les  plaintes 
des  bonnes  &  fidelles  fujets,  &  pour  chercher 
des  remedes  aux  maux  prefens. 

Les  exemples  des   fiecles    precedens  ont 

fait   voir    que    ces    fortes  d'affemblees    ont 

prefque  toujours  produit  des  troubles  dans  Le 

royaume,  &  les  derniers  etats  tenus  en  1614 

finirent  par  la  guerre  civile ;  comme  le  Roi 

croit  etre  alfure  des  veritables  intentions  de 

la  Reine,  fa  Majeile  eft  perfuadee  que  cette 

PrincefTe  cherche  feulement  une  furete  pour 

la  renonciation,  &  qu'il  fuffit,  par  confequent, 

d'en  indiquer  une  plus  Conforme  a  nos  ufages, 

&  qui  ne  fera  pas  fujette  aux  inconveniens 

de  rafTemblee  des  etats,  qui,  n'ayant  point 

ete  convoques  depuis  pres  de  cent  ans,  font, 

en  quelque  maniere  abolis  dans  le  royaume. 

Cette  furete  fera,  Monfieur,  de  faire  pub- 

lier  &  enregitrer,  dans  toug  les  parlemens  du 

royaume, 
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royaume,  la  renonciation  que  le  Roi  d'Ef- 
pagne  aura  faite  pour  lui  &  pour  fes  defcen- 
dans,  a  la  couronne  de  France.  Les  edits  & 
les  declarations  revetus  de  ces  formalites  out 
force  de  lois  ;  les  Francois  font  accoutumes  a 
cet  ufage,  il  fe  pratique  a  regard,  des  traites 
faits  avec  les  puiflances  etrangeres ;  &  1'in- 
tention  du  Roi  eft  de  faire,  en  meme-tems, 
tirer  &  oter  publiquement  des  regitres  du 
Parlement,  les  lettres-patentes  que  fa  Majefle 
fit  expedier  en  faveur  du  Roi  d'fifpagne, 
pour  lui  conferver  les  droits  de  la  naifTance, 
lorfqu'il  partit  de  France,*  pour  aller  a  Ma- 
drid ;  la  revocation  &  I'aneantiiTement  de 

f 

ces  lettres  fera  la  fuite,  &  comme  une  efpece 
de  confirmation  de  la  renonciation  que  ce 
Prince  eft  refolu  de  faire  de  fes  droits  a  la 
couronue  de  France  pour  lui  &  fes  defcen- 
dans. 

Voila,  Monfieur,  1'unique  addition  &  le 
feul  changement  que  le  Roi  veuille  faire  a 
votre  memoire  ^  Taddition  regarde  la  permif- 
fion  a  Dunkerque  pour  les  officiers  commis 
a  la  garde  des  magazins  de  terre  &  de  mer, 
&  je  fuis  perfuade,  qu'elle  ne  fera  nulle  dif- 
ficulte.  Le  changement  regarde  1'affemblee 
des  etats ;  permettez-moi  de  vous  dire,  qu'il 

C  c  3  feroit 
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feroit  egalement  contraire  a  1'autorite  du  RoiP 
a  la  paix  du  royaume,  au  bien  meme  de  la 
paix  generale,  que  nous  nous  propofons  d' ac- 
cepter cette  proportion  fujette  a  mille  in- 
conveniens  trop  longs  a  expliquer ;  &  qu'il  y 
a  lieu,  de  croire,  que  lorfqu'on  a  demande 
raflemblee  des  etats,  on  n'a  connu  ni  1'in- 
utilite  de  cette  precaution,  ni  le  mal  que  leur 
convocation  pourroit  produire. 

Le  Roi  envoie,  Monfieur,  a  Moniieur  le 
Marefchal  de  Villars,  la  copie  de  votre  me- 
moire  &  des  reponfes,  &:  comme  fa  Majefte 
accorde,  dans  le  fond,  tout  ce  que  la  Reine 
demande,  elle  ne  doute  pas  que  Moniieur  le 
Due  d'Ormond  n'execute  les  ordres  qu'il  a 
re9us  au  fujet  de  la  fufpenfion.  Elle  compte 
auffi  que  ce  General  declarant  qu'il  a  ordre 
de  lie  plus  agir  centre  la  France,  empechera 
d'agir  non-feulement  les  Anglois,  mais  en- 
core toutes  les  troupes  etrangeres  qu'il  a  fous 
fon  commandement,  &  que  les  mefures  fe- 
ront  prifes  de  maniere  que  les  Hollandois  ne 
pourrcrjt,  comme  ils  s'en  vantent,  prendre 
a  leur  folde  les  troupes  qui  font  actuellement 
a  la  folde  de  la  Reine. 

J'efpere,  Monfieur,  que  lorfque  vous  aurez 
la  lettre  que  j'ai    1'honneur  de   vous 

ecrire, 
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ecrire,  rien  ne  tardera  plus  le  depart  de 
Monfieur  le  Comte  de  Strafford,  &  que  vous 
lui  donnerez  les  inftru&ions  neceiTaires  pour 
fe  joindre  aux  Plenipotentiaires  du  Roi,  en 
forte  qu'ils  puiffent  de  concert  impofer  la  loi 
a  ceux  qui  refuferont  d'accepter  des  condi- 
tions de  paix  jufles  &  raifonnables.  Je  vous 
fupplie  auifi  de  croire  que  je  fuis, 
Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


De  Monfieur  de  lorcy*. 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Marli,  le  22me  Juin,  1712. 
VOUS  verrez  par  la  lettre  qu  j'ai  Thon- 
neur  de  vous  ecrire,  jufqu'a  quel  point  le  Roi 
porte'  fa  confiance  pour  la  Reine ;  examinez, 
je  vous  fupplie,  non  comme  miniftre  d' Angle- 
terre,  mais  comme  etant  d'une  autre  nation, 
ce  que  c'eft  pour  la  France  que  de  remettre 
Dunkerque  entre  les  mains  des  Anglois, 
avant  que  la  paix  foit  faite,  &  fans  autre  af- 
furance  que  celle  de  la  parole  de  fa  Majefle 
Britannique  ;  le  Roi  eft  perfuade  qu'elle  eft 
inviolable,  &  fa  Majefte  donne  une  preuve 

*  Evidently  a  private  letter. 

C  c  4  bien 
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bien  reelle,  &  bien  evidente  de  Fopinion 
qu'elle  en  a.  Mais  encore  une  fois,  Mon- 
fieur,  permettez-moi  de  vous  demander,  fi 
vous  lui  donneriez  un  pareil  confeil,  n'etant 
ni  Angiois  ni  dans  -le  pofte  que  vous  oc- 
cupez  ? 

J'efpere  cependant  que  la  paix  fera  le  fruit 
de  la  refolution  que  le  Roi  prend,  &  une 
paix  honorable  pour  la  Reine  &  pour  FAng- 
leterre.  Je  n'y  vois  plus  qu'une  difficulte, 
que  je  fuis  perfuade  que  vous  aplanirez 
aifement ;  car  il  eft  certain  que  Faflemblee 
des  etats,  hors  d'ufage  prefentement  en 
France,  eft  inutile  pour  la  fin  que  vous  vous 
propofez;  qu'elle  ne  ferviroit  qu'a  retarder 
la  paix,  non-feulerrient  pour  le  terns  qu'il 
faut  employer  a  convoquer  &  a  tenir  ces 
fortes  d'alfemblees,  mais  encore  par  les 
troubles  qu'elles  peuvent  produire,  comme 
1'exemple  des  terns  paffes  ne  Fa  que  trop 
appris.  II  eft  de  la  prudence  d'eviter  les 
longueurs  6c  les  embarras,  quand  on  peut, 
par  des  voies  plus  abregees,  faire  les  memes 
chofes  .encore  plus  furement.  Rien  n'eft  plus 
authentique  que  Fenregitrement  que  le  Roi 
propofe,  principalement  quand  toutes  les 
puuTances,  intereflees  au  traite  de  paix,  le* 

rj  \: 
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ront  garantes  des  renonciations  que  vous  de- 
mandez  &  que  fa  Majefte  promet. 

J'efpere  done,  Monfieur,  apprendre  in- 
ceflamment,  par  le  retour  du  courier,  que  la 
Reine,  contente  de  tout  ce  que  le  Roi  ac- 
cordera,  la  fera  auffi  des  moyens  qu'il  propofe 
pour  aflurer  la  validite  des  renonciations,  & 
pour  les  rendre  folennelles  fuivant  nos 
ufages. 

J'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  envoyer  une  lettre 
de  la  main  de  fa  Majefte  *,  &  je  me  rap- 
porte  a  ce  que  TAbbe  Gaultier  vous  dira  fur 
le  depart  du  Chevalier.  Je  vous  fupplie,  en 
meme-  terns,  de  croire  que  je  fuis  plus  que 
perfonne,  Moniieur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 

*  Copie  de  la  lettre  de  la  main  du  Roi  a  Ja  Reine  de  la  Grande 

Bretagne,  le  ^^me  Juin,  1712,  a  Marli. 
"  MADAME  MA  SCEUR, 

**  JE  fais  pour  vous  ce  que  je  n'aurois  accorde  aux  instances 
de  perfonne,  mais  je  fuis  bien  aife  de  vous  donner  de  nouveaux 
moyens  d'avancer  1'ouvrage  de  la  pai* ;  &  je  veux,  en  me« 
me-tems,  marquer  a  tout  le  monde,  la  confiance  entiere  que 
je  prends  en  vous.  Je  ne  puis  en  donner  des  preuves  plus 
certaines,  qu'en  vous  remettant,  pendant  la  fufpenfion  d'armes, 
la  garde  de  ma  ville  citadelle,  &  fort  de  Dunkerque. 

*'  Je  fouhaite  que  cette  marque  de  inon  eftime  &  de  mon 
amitie  pour  vous,  jointe  a.  la  renonciation  que  le  Roi  d'Ef- 
pagne  fait,  pour  lui  &  pour  fes  dcfcendans,  de  fes  droits  2* 
jna  couronne,  acheveront  de  r6tablir  1'union  parfaite,  que  je 
yeux  toujours  entretenir  avec  vous,  etant  tres  veritablement, 
"  Madame,  raa  Sceur,  votre  bon  Frere, 

'<  Louis.'* 
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De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
t-^   MONSIEUR, 

A  MarK,  le  27016  Juin,  1712. 

EN'  meme-tems  que  je  fis  partir  le  cou- 
rier, qui  vous  aura  remis  la  lettre  que  j'eus 
1'honneur  de  vous  ecrire  le  22me  de  ce  mois, 
un  autre  courier  fut  depeche  a  Monfieur  le 
Marefchal  de  Villars,  pour  lui  porter,  comme 
je  vous  1'avois  marque,  la  copie  de  votre 
memoire,  6c  celle  des  reponfes  que  je  vous 
avois  faites,  par  ordre  du  Roi. 

Monfieur  le  Marefchal  de  Villars  les  ayant 
communiques  a  Monfieur  le  Ducd'Ormond, 
ce  General  lui  repondit,  le  25 me  de  ce  mois, 
qu'il  alloit  trouver  le  Prince  Eugene,  &  les 
Deputes  des  Etats-Generaux,  etant  oblige  de 
garder  des  mefures  jufqu'a  la  fin  ;  qu'il  ta- 
eheroit  de  les  engager  de  quitter  Fenterprife 
du  Quefnoy,  &  qu'il  leur  declareroit,  en  cas 
de  refus,  qu'il  feroit  oblige  de  retirer  1'armee 
de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne.  Mon- 
fieur le  Due  d'Ormond  ajoutoit  qu'il  feroit^ 
marcher  le  lendemain  un  detachement  pour 
entrer  en  Dunkerque,  &  que  la  iufpenfion 
auroit  lieu  conformement  au  troifieme  ar- 
ticle de  yotre  memoire.  II  demandoit  un 
2  ordre 
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ordre  en  forme  pour  le  Gouverneur ;  en£n 
il  pronaettoit  de  faire  favoir  les  dernieres 
resolutions  de  Monfeigneur  le  Prince  Eugene 
&  des  deputes  des  Etats-Generaux,  auflitot 
qu'il  en  fera  lui-meme  informe. 

Les  ordres  du  Roi  etoient  expedies  pour 
laiffer  entrer  les  troupes  Angloifes  dans 
Dunkerque,  lorfque  fa  Majefle  a  recu,  par 
Monfieur  le  Marefchal  de  Villars,  la  copie 
d'une  feconde  lettre  de  Monfieur  le  Due 
d'Ormond,  dattee  comme  la  premiere,  du  25. 
Jl  ecrit  qu'il  revenoit  de  conferer  avec  Mon- 
feigneur le  Brince  Euo-ene  &  avec  les  de- 

O  C3 

putes  des  Etats-Generaux,  mais  que  ces  Me£ 

fieurs  ne  goutoient  point  les  proportions  qu'il 

leur  avoit  faites,  qu'il  avoit  lieu  de  craindre 

que  les  Generaux  des  troupes  auxiliaries,  qui 

font  dans  1'armee  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande 

Bretagne,  quoique  payees  par  cette  PrincefTe, 

ne  fiffent  quelque  difficulte  de  s'eloigner  de 

1'armee  du  Prince  Eugene,  fans  des   ordres 

particuliers  de    leur  maitres,   &  nonobftant 

un   different   auffi    effentiel  a  la   condition 

fondamentale  de  votre  memoire,  Monfieur 

le  Due  d'Ormond  perfifte  a  demander  que 

Dunkerque  foit  remis  au  General  qu'il  en- 

yerra  pour  en  prendre  pofleffion. 

Auffitdt 
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Auffitot  que  le  Roi  a  vu  cette  lettre,  la 
Majefte  m'a  commande,  Monfieur,  de  vous 
depecher  mi  courier,  &  de  vous  rappeller  le 
titre  meme  du  dernier  memoire  que  vous 
m'avez  envoye  ;  il  porte  que  les  articles  que 
ce  memoire  contient  font  propofes  par  la 
Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  pour  une  fuf- 
penfion  d'armes  entre  les  armees  qui  font 
prefentement  dans  les  Pays-Bas,  c'eft  en  vue 
de  cette  fufpennon  entre  les  armees  acluelle- 
ment  dans  les  Pays-Bas,  que  cette  PrinceiTe 
demande  que  la  garde  d'une  place,  auffi  im- 
portante  que  celle  de  Dunkerqwe,  lui  foit  re- 
mife.  C'eft  par  la  meme  confideration  que 
le  Roi  veut  bien  la  Conner  a  fa  Majefte  Bri- 
tannique  ;  le  motif  de  la  demande,  &  celui 
du  confentement,  eft  le  delir  commun  d'em- 
pecher  que  quelque  evenement  entre  les  ar- 
mees ne  trouble  les  difpofitions  que  de  part 
&  d'autre  on  a  mis  reciproquement  a  la-  con- 
clufion  d'une  bonne  paix.  II  faut  pour  par- 
venir  a  ce  but  que  la  fufpenfion  foit  generale, 
&  fi  les  ennemis  de  la  paix  ont  la  force,  les 
moyens,  &  la  liberte  d'agir,  la  condition  fous 
Jaquelle  le  Roi  veut  bien  remettre  Dun- 
Jterque  a  la  Reine  d'Angleterre,  n'eft  pas 

accomplie 
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accomplie  de  la -part  de  fa  Majefte  Britau- 
nique. 

Si  vous  repondez,  Monfieur,  qu'elle  n'eft 
pas  maitrefle  de  la  volonte  de  fes  allies,  je 
conviendrai  avec  vous,  qu'on   ne  voit  que 
trop  leur  ingratitude  a  fon  egard,  &  le  peu  de 
deference  qu'ils  out  a  fes  fentimens  ;  &  c'eft 
aufii  par  cette  raifon  que  le  Roi  ne  pretend 
pas  la  rendre  garante  des  reiblutioris  ni  du 
Prince  Eugene  ni  des  Etats-Generaiix,  mais 
fa  Majefte  a  toujours  eu  lieu  de  croire  que  la 
Reine  de  la  Grand  Bretagne  difpoferoit  au 
moins  des  troupes  qui  compofent  fon  armee,^ 
&  fi  cette   opinion  cut  ete  fufceptible  de  la 
moindre  incertitude,  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Or- 
mond  auroit  leve  tous  les  doutes,  en  promet- 
tant,  comme  il  fait  par  ia  premiere  lettre, 
qu'il  declareroit,  en  cas  de  refus,  qu'il  feroit 
oblige  de  retirer  1'armee  de  la  Reinp  fa  mai- 
trefle.    Cette  armee,  fuivant  les  memoires 
que  les  Hollandois  ont  donne  imprimes  au 
public,  &  fignes  de  vous,  Monfieur,  confifte 
en  65  bataillions  &  94  efcadrons.     Le  Roi 
a  4onc  fujet  de  croire  que  toutes  ces  troupes 
doivent  fuivre  abfolument  les  ordres  de  Mon- 
iieur  le  Due  d'Ormond. 

Sa  Majefte  auroit  de   plus   lieu  de  pre- 

tendre, 
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tendre,  que  la  condition  de  remettre  Dun- 
kerque  aux  troupes  Angloifes  eft  attachee  a 
celle  d'une  fufpenfion  geuerale  entre  toutes 
les  armees  qui  font  dans  les  Pays-Bas. 
Mais  elle  veut  bien  porter  fa  confideration 
pour  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
jufqu'au  point  de  fe  contenter  que  les  troupes 
qui  compofent  veritablement  Tarmee  de 
cette  Princefle,  fuivant  vos  propres  etats  ex- 
ecutent  les  ordres  de  fa  Majefte.  Britannique 
aufli  pon6luellement  que  les  troupes  na- 
tionales  d'Angleterre,  &  que  toutes  una- 
nimement  obfervent  la  fufpenfion. 

Si  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Ormond  bornoit  aux 
feules  troupes  Angloifes  Farmee  qu'il  com- 
mande,  en  verite,  Monlieur.,  je  crois  que  le 
Prince  Eugene,  ayant  moins  d'egard  a  la 
valeur  qu'au  nombre  des  bataillions,  fe  con- 
foleroit  de  la  feparation  de  Tarmee  d'Angle- 
terre, &  que  demeurant  feul  a  commander 
tin  grand  nombre  de  troupes,  il  hazarderoit 
tout  pour  en  venir  a  une  aclion ;  car  il  lui 
importeroit  peu  de  facriher  des  gens  qu'il  ne 
jpaie  pas,  &  qui  ne  ferveroient  fous  fes  ordrey 
que  pendant  le  refte  de  la  campagne. 

Jugez,  s'il  vous  plait,  des  fuites  qu'o-n  en 
doit  prevoir  pour  la  paix,  &  fi  elles  repon- 

dk)ie«i 
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droient  a  toutes  les  demarches  que  la  Reine 
a  fait  jufqu'a.  prefent  pour  1'avancer.  Auffi, 
Monfieur,  le  Roi  eft  perfuade  que  cette  Prin- 
ceffe  donnera,  fans  perdre  de  terns,  des  ordres 
bien  clairs  &  bien  precis  a  Monfieur  le  Due 
d'Ormond  de  retirer  generalement  toutes 
les  troupes  qui  font  a  la  folde  de  fa  Majefle 
Britannique,  &  qui  compofent  Farmee  qu'il 
commande  acluellement  en  Flandres,  auffitot 
que  ces  ordres  feront  executes,  &  que  les 
troupes  Angloiies  &  a  la  folde  d'Angleterre, 
ie  fepareront  &  s'eloigneront  toutes  de  1'ar- 
mee  du  Prince  Eugene,  le  Roi  fera  remettre, 
comme  fa  Majefle  a  promis,  la  ville,  la  ci- 
tadelle,  &  les  forts  de  Dunkerque  aux  troupes 
Angloifes  de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
conformement  a  la  reponfe  que  j'ai  faite,  par 
ordre  de  fa  Majelle',  a  1'article  troifieme  de 
votre  memoire. 

Vous  voyez,  Monfieur,  combien  les  mo- 
mens  font  precieux  dans  une  conjonclure  ou 
le  fiege  du  Quefnoy  peut  produire  quelque 
contretems  facheux ;  car  il  paroit  que  les 
ennemis  veulent  le  preffer  plus  vivement  de- 
puis  la  declaration  que  Monfieur  le  Due 
d'Ormond  leur  a  faite ;  j'efpere  done  que  la 
Reine  donnera  les  ordres  neceflaires  pour 

achever 
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achever  heureufement  ce  qu'elle  a  com- 
mence, &  qu'elle  connoitra  que  ce  feroit 
changer  abfolument  le  plan  de  la  fufpenfion 
que  de  la  reduire  aux  feules  troupes  na- 
tionales  d'Angleterre,  apres  avoir  declare 
qu'elle  feroit  entre  les  armees  qui  font  dans 
les  Pays-Bas. 

Je  vous  fupplie  de  croire  que  je  fuis  tres 
parfaitement,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  20me  Juin,  1712. 
LE  14016  de  ce  mois,  V.S.  j'ai  re£u  par 
la  Vigne,  vos  depeches  du  22me  du  meme 
mois,  N.S.  &  je  n'attendois  que  les  lettres  du 
Due  d'Ormond  pour  vous  envoy er  ma  re- 
ponfe.  Ces  lettres  font  arrivees  ce  matin,  & 
en  meme-tems  votre  courier  m'a  remis  celle 
que  vous  m'avez  fait  1'honneur  de  m'ecrire 
le  27me  de  ce  mois.  Le  detail  que  le  Due 
d'Ormond  donne  de  ce  qui  s'eft  pafle,  eft 
entierement  conforme  a  ce  que  vous  me 
marquez,  &  je  n'ai  pas  manque  de  faire 
la  lecture  de  toutes  ces  depeches  a  la  Reine. 

Sa 
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Sa   Majefte,   Monfieur,  me   commande  de 
vous  dire  que  c'efl  avec  le  plus  fenfible  de- 
plaifir  qu'elle  voit  que   les  ennemis  de   la 
paix  trouvent  encore  les  moyens  d'en  retar- 
der  la  conclufion,  en  expofant  la  negotiation 
qui  nous  y  doit  conduire  a  de  nouvelles  diffi- 
cultes   &   a   de    nouveaux    dangers ;    mais 
comme   la   Majefte   a    pris    une   refblution 
ferme  &  inebranlable  de  ne  ceder  en  aucune 
fa£pn   aux  obftacles  qu'on  fufcitera,  &  de 
continuer  au  contraire  a  travailler  conjoin  te- 
ment  avec  le  Roi  a  retablir  le  repos  gene- 
ral, elle  ne  doute  point  que  nous  ne  foyons  en 
etat  de  rendre   inutile  ce  dernier  effort  de 
ceux  qui  voudroient  achcter  leurs  avantages, 
ou  fatisfaire  a  leurs  refentimens  particuliers 
au  prix  de  prolonger  toutes  les  miseres  de 
la  guerre.     Je   crois  qu'apres  avoir  fini  la 
leclure  de  ma  lettre,  vous  ferez  convaincu 
de  cette  verite. 

Je  viens  dans  ce  moment  de  parler  par 
ordre  de  la  Reine,  a  tous  les  Miniflres  qui 
fe  trouve  prefentement  ici  des  Princes  dont 
les  troupes  font  ou  a  la  folde  de  fa  Majefte 
feule,  ou  a  fa  folde  conjonctement  avec  celle 
de  1'Etat.  Je  leur  ai  declare,  au  nom  de 
la  Reine,  qu'elle  regardera  la  conduite  des 

VOL.  II.  D  d  Generaux 
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Generaux  de  leurs  maitres  dans  cette  con- 
jondture  comme  une  declaration  de  ces 
Princes,  ou  pour  ou  contre  elle,  puifqu'il 
ne  s'agit  que  de  fuivre  le  plan  que  la  Reine 
a  forme  pour  aflurer  la  paix,  ou  de  fuivre 
celui  que  1'Empereur  &  les  Etats-Generaux 
out  forme  pour  rornpre  les  negociations. 
Que  fa  Majefte  ne  pouvoit  fe  perfuader 
qu'apres  y  avoir  encore  une  fois  reflechi, 
leurs  Generaux  hefiteroient  un  moment  a 
obeir  aux  ordres  du  Due  d'Ormond ;  mais 
que  je  leur  declarois  qu'en  cas  qu'ils  le  fiflent 
fa  Majefte  ne  fourniroit  plus  au  pavement 
de  ces  troupes. 

Je  leur  ai  fait  entendre  que  le  courier  que 
je  depeche  ce  foir  a  Tarmee  portera  les  lettrea 
qu'ils  trouveront  a-propos  d'ecrire  a  leurs 
officiers-generaux  fur  ce  que  je  venois  de 
leur  dire  ;  &  qu'il  etoit  bien  terns  qu'ils 
priflfent  leur  parti,  puifque  par  le  meme 
courier,  le  Due  d'Ormond  recevroit  les  ordres 
de  la  Reine,  non-feulement  de  fairc  les  memes 
declarations,  mais  en  cas  qu'ils  refufafTent  de 
lui  obeir  de  mettre  ces  declarations  en  exe- 
cution. 

La  Reine,  Monfieur,  fe  perfuade  que  cc 

precede  peut  a  peine-  manquer  de  fortir  fbn 

5  effet; 
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effet ;  mais  elle  me  commande,  en  meme- 
tems,  de  vous  communiquer  la  reTolution 
qu'elle  a  prife,  en  cas  que  quelques-unes  des 
troupes  etrangeres  perfiftaffent  a  refter  avec 
1'armee  du  Prince  Eugene  :  dans  ce  cas, 
Monneur  le  Due  d'Ormond  fe  retirera  avec 
les  troupes  Angloifes,  &  toutes  celles  qui 
voudront  marcher  avec  lui,  lefquelles  ne  fe- 
ront  pas  apparemment  la  moindre  partie,  &: 
declarera  que  la  Reine  ne  veut  plus  agir 
centre  la  France,  ni  payer  ceux  qui  le  fe- 
ront.  Et  fa  Majefte  qui  jufques-ici  a  garde' 
des  mefures  avec  fes  allies,  pouffee  par  eux  a 
des  extremites  com  me  celles-ci,  le  croira 
juftinee  devant  Dieu  &  les  honimes  en  con- 
tinuant les  negociations  ou  a  Utrecht  ou  ail- 
leurs,  lans  fe  fbucier  s'ils  concourrent  ou  non. 
Ainii,  Monlieur,  vous  devez  compter,  & 
j'ai  ordre  de  vous  promettre  au  nom  de  fa 
Majefte,  que  fi  le  Roi  Tres  Chretienne  mette 
la  ville,  citadelle,  &  forts  de  Dunkerque  entre 
ks  mains  de  la  Reine,  quoique  toutes  les 
troupes  etrangeres,  ou  une  partie  de  ces 
troupes  refufent  d'obeir  aux  ordres  du  Due 
d'Ormond,  &  de  fe  retirer  avec  lui,  fa  Ma- 
jefte ne  balancera  plus  a  conclure  fa  paix 
particuliere,  laiflant  aux  autres  puifTances 
D  d  2  un 
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im  terme  dans  lequel  elles  ?pourront  fe  foil- 
mettre  aux  conditions  du  plan  dont  la  Reine 
conviendra  avec  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chre- 
tienne.  Voici,  Monfieur,  la  paix  entre  les 
mains  du  Roi,  fi  toute  1'armee  du  Due  d'Or- 
mond  confent  a  la  fufpenfion  d'armes,  notre 
premier  projet  fur  lequel  nous  fommes  d'ac- 
cord  a  fon  efFet ;  fi  elle  n'y  confent  pas,  les 
troupes  Angloifes  fe  detacheront  de  celles  des 
allies,  &  les  troupes  etrangeres  n'auront  qu'a 
s'adreffer  pour  leur  entretien  aux  Etats-Ge- 
neraux,  qui  bien  loin  de  pouvoir  fournir  a 
de  nouvelles  depenfes,  ne  font  pas  capables 
de  foutenir  celles  qu'ils  ont  deja  fur  le  bras. 
En  un  mot,  la  Grande  Bretagne  fe  retire 
du  theatre  de  la  guerre,  n'y  laiflant  que  des 
puiflances  fort  peu  en  etat  de  tenir  tete  a 
la  France ;  &  la  paix  entre  ces  deux  roy- 
aumes  peut  etre  conclue  en  tres  peu  de  fe- 
maines.  Ce  font,  Monfieur,  les  proportions 
que  la  Reine  m'a  commande  de  vous  faire, 
&  elle  croit  que  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne 
trouver^  fon  compte  pour  le  moins  autant 
fur  le  dernier,  que  fur  le  premier  plan. 

Si  le  Roi  accepte  ces  proportions,  il  femble 
a  la  Reine  convenable  aux  interets  des  deux 
nations  de  travaillerinceflarnment  a  une  fuf- 
penfion 
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penfion  generate,  tant  par  mer  que  par  terre, 
entre  la  Grande  Bretagne  &  la  France,  pour 
fuivre  celle  qu.'on  aura  etablie  dans  les  Pays- 
Bas. 

J'attendrai  avec  impatience  le  retour  de 
ce  courier;  car,  Monfieur,  je  tombe  d'ac- 
cord  avec  vous  que  les  momens  font  pre- 
cieux  dans  une  joncture  comme  celle- ci. 
Vous  depecherez,  s'il  vous  plait,  en  rneme- 
tems,  un  expres  a  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Or- 
mond,  afin  qu'il  fache  a  quoi  s'en  tenir,  & 
comment  regler  fa  conduite.  Si  vous  lui 
marquez  que  le  Roi  a  donne  ordre  a  Tof- 
ficier  qui  commande  dans  Dunkerque,  d'y 
laifler  entrer  les  troupes  de  la  Reine,  Mon- 
fieur le  Due  d'Ormond  fera  immediatement 
tout  ce  que  je  viens  de  vous  dire  ;  &  dans 
ce  cas  fa  Majefte  enverra  d'ici  quelques  re- 
gimens pour  prendre  pofreffion  de  la  place ; 
par  lequel  moyen  nous  eviterons  plufieurs 
obflacles  qui  pourroient  etre  formes  fi  cela 
fe  faifoit  par  un  detachemelit  de  1'arm^e  du 
Due  d'Ormond  comme  nous  avions  deflein 
de  la  faire. 

Depuis  que  j'ai  ecrit  cette   lettre,  fa  Ma- 

jefte  a  pris  la  refolution  d'envoyer  le  Comte 

de  StrafFord  tout  droit  a  Tarmee,  &  il  partira 

D  d  3  d'ici 
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d'ici  demain  au  foir,  ou  tout  au  plus  tard 
Dimanche  matin,     Je  fuis,  Monfieur,  &c, 

H.  St.  JEAN. 


To  the  Honourable  James  Bridges  *, 
S  i  R, 

Whitehall,  2ift  June,  1712, 
HER  Majefty  has  thought  fit  to  order 
that  payment  mould  be  ftopt  of  all  pay  or 
fubfidies  to  the  foreign  troops  in  her  fervice, 
till  farther  directions,  which  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  fignify  without  lofs  of  time  to  Mr. 
Sweet,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  direct  him 
to  iffue  no  pay  to  any  of  the  foreigners  fervr 
ing  in  the  Low  Countries,  till  he  mall  re- 
ceive directions  fb  to  do  from  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  and  from  the  Earl  of 
Straffbrd,  who  is  going  away  to-morrow, 
to  the  army  in  Flanders.  The  orders  muft 
be  pofitive,  and  her  Majefty  expects  they 
mould  be  punctually  complied  with.  My 
Lord  Treafurer  defires  me  to  fignify  this  to 
you,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  meflenger  who  goes  to  Holland, 
flays  at  my  office  for  your  letter,  which 

*  Paymafter-gencral  of  the  force?. 

he 
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he  is  to  carry  with  him,  You  will  pleafe, 
therefore,  as  foon  as  this  comes  to  your 
hands,  to  write  accordingly  to  Mr.  Sweet*, 
and  to  fend  your  letter  to  my  office,  that 
the  mefTenger  may  be  [difpatched  with  it. 
1  am,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

PL  St.  JOHN. 


De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Marlij  Je  5me  Juillet,  1712. 

JE  refois  par  la  Vigne  la  lettre  que  vous 
m'avez  fait  1'honneur  de  m'ecrire,  le  2ome 
Juin,  V.S.  &  comme  vous  attendez  fon  re- 
tour  avec  impatience,  connoifTant  combien 
les  momens  font  precieux  dans  la  conjonfture 
prefente,  le  Roi  me  cornmande  de  ne  pas 
perdre  un  inftant  a  vous  le  renvoyer. 

Vous  ne  ferez  pas  fache  de  le  revoir  ar- 
river,  puifqu'il  vous  porte  un  confentement 
general  de  fa  Majefle  aux  demaades  de  la 
Reine,  que  vous  m'expliquez  par  votre  der- 
niere  lettre.  Vous  marquez,  Monfieur,  les 
ordres  qu'elle  a  donnes  a  Monfieur  le  Due 
d'Ormond,  les  declarations  qu'il  doit  faire, 

*  Deputy-paymafter  to  the  army  in  Flanders. 

D  d  4  &  le 
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&  le  parti  qu'il  prendra  de  fe  retirer  avec 
les  troupes  Angloifes  &  toutes  celles  qui 
voudront  marcher  avec  lui,  pourvu  que  le 
Roi  remette  entre  les  mains  de  la  Reine,  la 
ville,  citadelle,  &  forts  de  Dunkerque,  quand 
meme  toutes  les  troupes  etrangeres  aftuelle- 
ment  a  la  folde  (ou  feule  ou  conjomtement 
avec  celle  des  Etats-Generaux)  ou  bien  une 
partie  de  ces  troupes,  fe  fepareroient  des 
Anglois  pour  demeurer  fous  les  ordres  de 
Monfieur  le  Prince  Eugene. 

Ma  derniere  lettre  contenoit,  Monfieur, 
les  juftes  raifons  que  le  Roi  avoit  de  pre- 
tendre  que  toutes  les  troupes  etrangeres  a  la 
folde  de  TAngleterre,  fuiviffent  les  ordres  & 
les  mouvemens  de  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Or- 
mond,  comme  une  condition  neceflaire  pour 
1'execution  de  la  promefTe  que  fa  Majeite 
faifoit  a  la  Reine  de  lui  remettre  la  garde 
de  Dunkerque  ;  mais  comme  il  paroit  par 
votre  lettre,  que  fa  Majefte  Britannique, 
en  cas  de  refus  de  la  part  de  fes  allies,  ne 
veut  plus  garder  des  mefures  avec  eux, 
qu'elle  fe  croit  juftifiee  devant  Dieu  &  de- 
vant  les  hommes,  qu'elle  ne  balancera  plus 
a  conclure  fa  paix  particuliere,  laiffant  aux 
autres  puiiFances  interefTees  dans  la  guerre, 
4  un. 
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uii  terme  pour  fe  foumettre  aux  conditions 
du  plan  dont  elle  conviendra  avec  le  Roi, 
que  cette  paix  fe  peut  conclure  en  tres  peu 
de  femaines;  &  qu'enfm  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
jouiflante  d'une  paix  glorieufe,  laiffera  tout 
le  poids  de  la  guerre  a  des  puiffances  que 
Fanimofite  fait  encore  agir  contre  la  France, 
mais  qui  feront  alors  peu  en  etat  de  lui  tenir 
tete.  Toutes  ces  raifons,  auffi  nettement 
expliquees  dans  votre  lettre,  qu'elles  font 
conformes  aux  fentimens  de  fa  Majefle,  Tout 
determine  a  donner  fes  ordres  pour  lanTer 
entrer  les  troupes  de  la  Reine  en  Dun- 
kerque. 

Le  courier,  charge  des  memes  ordres,  part 
pour  les  porter  a  Monfieur  le  MareTchal  de 
Villars,  en  meme-tems  que  je  vous  renvoie 
la  Vigne  ;  &  vous  pouvez  compter  que  Mon- 
fieur le  Due  d'Ormond  en  recevra  1'avis  de- 
main,  6 me  de  ce  mois, 

J'efpere  que  Monfieur  le  Comte  de  Straf- 
ford  pourra  etre  alors  aupres  de  lui,  &  que 
la  conclufion  d'une  bonne  paix,  au  moins 
|entre  la  France  &  la  Grande  Bretagne,  fuivra 
de^  pres  fon  arivee  a  Utrecht.  Je  vous  en 
fais  mes  complimens,  Moniieur,  &  je  le  fais 
avec  autant  plus  de  confiance,  que  je  vois, 

par 
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par  votre  lettre,  qu'il  ne  refte  plus]  de  dif- 
ficultes. 

Le  Roi  approuve  fort,  Monfieur,  la  pro- 
pofition  que  vous  faites  dc  convenir  incef- 
famment  d'une  celTation  generale  de  toutes 
feoftilites  entre  les  deux  nations,  tant  par  mer 
^que  par  terre.  On  ne  peut  affez-tot  faire 
gouter  la  douceur  de  la  paix  a  des  peuples 
qui  foufFrent  depuis  tant  d'annees  le  poids  & 
les  malheurs  de  la  guerre.  II  me  femblc 
que  cette  convention  doit  etre  iignee  a 
Utrecht,  &  je  compte  que  vous  enverrez  les 
ordres  de  la  Reine  a  fes  Plenipotentiaires,  a 
moins  que  vous  ne  jugiez  qu'il  y  ait  quelque 
rnoyen  plus  prompt  pour  terminer  cette 
affaire, 

C'eft  avec  plus  de  plaifir  que  jamais  que 
je  vous  allure  qu'on  ne  peut  etre  plus  par* 
faitement  que  je  fuis,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c, 

DE  TORCY, 
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To  the  Duke  ofOrmond, 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  June  27th,  1712, 
INCLOSED  is  a  copy  of  the  letter* 
which  I  received  yefterday,  from  the  Mar* 
quis  de  Torcy,  and  I  fuppofe  you  had,  about 
the  fame  time,  communication  from  the 
Marefchal  de  Villa rs  of  the  contents  of  it. 
I  am  now  to  tell  your  Grace,  that  Sir 
James  Abercrombie  and  Colonel  King  were 
Jaft  night  difpatched  to  Dunkirk,  to  pre- 
pare every  thing  for  the  reception  of  the 
Queen's  troops,  and  for  the  evacuation  of 
that  place  by  the  French  ;  and  they  will 
inform  your  Grace  of  their  arrival  there, 
and  of  their  proceedings  in  the  execution 
of  her  Majefty's  commands, 

Sir  John  Leake  is  gone  to  the  Downs, 
where  a  confiderable  fquadron  of  mips  for 
this  lervice  is  afTembled,  and  I  hope  that 
in  the  very  beginning  of  next  week,  the 
fleet  and  forces  will  be  ready  to  fail. 

The  Earl  of  StrafFord's  going  by  the  way 


*  This  letter  was  dated  July  <;th,  and  refers  to  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke's  letter  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  aoth  June.     Bo- 

J.INGBB.OKS, 

of 
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of  Holland,  inftead  of  going  by  that  of 
Oftend,  as  was  at  firfr,  intended,  and  as  I 
writ  to  your  Grace,  will  make  him  arrive  at 
the  army  later  than  were  to  be  wimed  ;  and 
your  Grace,  no  doubt,  mutt  be  impatient 
to  receive  thofe  lights  and  informations  for 
your  guidance  in  this  nice  conjuncture  of 
affairs,  which  he  is  amply  inflrucled  to  give 
you.  I  hope,  however,  that  his  Lordfhip 
will  come  up  to  your  Grace  before  this  letter 
can  reach  you. 

Upon  hearing  from  Sir  James  Abercrom- 
bie  and  Colonel  King,  that  the  orders  for 
evacuating  Dunkirk  are  received  by  the 
Governor,  and  that  he  is  ready  to  admit  the 
Queen's  troops  into  the  place,  your  Grace 
is,  without  lofing  a  moment,  if  you  mall  not 
already  have  done  it,  to  declare  a  fufpeniion 
of  arms,  and  to  withdraw  with  the  Britifh 
troops,  and  fiich  others  as  (hall  obey  your 
orders,  according  to  her  Majefty's  commands, 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  fignify  to  your 
Grace  in  mine  of  the  2oth  inftant. 

Your  Grace  will  obferve  that  this  order 
is  poiitive,  and  I  am  commanded  to  ex- 
plain to  you  the  reafons  upon  which  it  is 
founded,  and  why  no  cafe  can  pofTibly  hap- 
pen, 
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pen  in  which  her  Majefty  will  allow  that 
any  other  meafure  mould  be  taken : — If  my 
Lord  Strafford  fhould  bring  your  Grace  word 
that  the  Dutch  do  abfolutely  agree  to  a  fiif- 
penfion  of  arms,  then  this  order  is  proper, 
and  Englifh  and  Dutch,  and  all  the  other 
allies,  will  retire  together.  If  he  brings  word 
to  your  Grace,  that  they  abfolutely  refufe  the 
fufpenfion,  then  this  order  is  necefTary,  fince 
we  are  not  in  circumftances  to  fuffer  the 
law  to  be  impofed  upon  us.  And  laftly,  if 
my  Lord  Strafford  mould  bring  your  Grace 
an  account  that  the  States  agree  to  a  fuf- 
penfion of  arms  conditionally,  and  under  re- 
ftriclions  either  as  to  time  or  manner,  her 
Majefty  muft  look  upon  fuch  an  agreement 
to  be  more  dangerous  even  than  a  refufal, 
fince  .  it  can  have  no  other  confequence  or 
defign  than  to  break  the  Queen's  meafures, 
by  gaining  of  time,  and  to  make  us  lofe 
the  opportunity  of  taking  pofTemon  of  Dun- 
kirk. 

On  Saturday  laft,  an  order  was  difpatch- 
ed  to  Mr.  Sweet,  that  he  fhould  make  no 

¥.. 

farther  payments  to  any  of  the  foreign 
troops.  But  as  my  Lord  Strafford  was  em- 
powered to  treat  with  the  Minifters,  and 

your 
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your  Grace  directed  to  expoftulate  with  the 
generals,  fb  upon  directions  from  your  Grace, 
or  from  his  Lordmip,  Mr.  Sweet  is  to  dif- 
penfe  with  the  general  order,  and  to  advance 
to  you  fiich  as  you  (hall  judge  proper,  and 
think  deferve  this  difUnclion  at  the  Queen's 
hands. 

I  forgot  to  tell  your  Grace,  that  Mr.  Hill 
is  appointed  by  her  Majefty  to  command 
the  troops  that  go  over,  and  in  the  town 
of  Dunkirk.  I  am,  &c. 


A  Monfieur  Marfchalcb. 
'•  De  Whitehall,  ce  271116  Juin,  V.S.  1712. 
ON  nous  a  fufcite  depuis  peu,  mon  cher 
Monfieur,  tant  d'affaires,  qu'il  ne  feroit  pas 
etonnant,  fi  un  homme  beaucoup  plus  capa- 
ble que  je  le  fuis,  fe  trouvoit  oblige  de  de- 
mander  pardon  a  fes  amis,  &  a  fes  corre- 
fpondans  les  plus  intimes,  de  ce  qu'il  av'oit 
neglige  de  leur  ecrire.  Pour  moi,  je  compte 
tellement  fur  la  bonte  que  vous  m'avez 
toujours  temoignee,  que  je  ne  doute  pas  que 
vous  ue  m'excunez. 

Nous  void,  Monfieur,  venus  a  ce  point, 

que 
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que  je  vous  ai  fouvent  predit.  Les  Mi- 
niftres  de  I'Empereur  &  d'Hollande  fe  flat- 
tans,  malgre  tout  ce  qu'on  leur  pouvoit 
dire,  qu*ils  n'avoient  qu'a  continuer  dans 
leur  opposition  a  la  Reine,  &  dans  l,eurs  in- 
trigues avec  nos  fadieux,  pour  nous  obliger 
a  changer  de  conduite,  &  a  leur  laifTer  le 
pouvoir  abfolu  de  faire  la  guerre  ou  la  paix 
a  leur  £39011,  &  a  nos  depens,  out  a  la  fin 
poufle  la  Reine  au  bout.  Elle  eft  encore 
prete  a  vivre  avec  eux  comme  les  bons  al- 
lies doivent  vivre  enfemble,  mais  elle  eft  re- 
Iblue  de  ne  iej  laifler  plus  amufer.  Elle  va 
droit  a  la  paix,  ceux  qui  concourent  avec 
elle,  ne  manqueront  pas  d'avoir  toute  la  fk- 
tisfaclion  qu'ils  peuvent  efperer ;  ceux  qui 
veulent  la  guerre,  courent  rifque  d'avoir  fur 
le  dos  un  poids  qu'ils  ne  font  pas  en  etat  dc 
foutenir. 

Les  grands  politiques  en  Hollande  ont 
cru  avoir  fait  un  coup  de  maitre,  quand  ils 
ont  trouve  les  moyens  de  perfuader  aux 
troupes  ctrangeres  dc  refufer  d'obeir  au  Due 
d'Ormond,  &,  par  eonfequent,  dc  nous  em- 
pecher  de  prendre  poiFeffion  de  Dunkerque  : 
mais  ils  fe  trompent ;  Dunkerque  fera  mis 
entre  les  mains  de  la  Reine,  les  troupes 

qui 
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qui  refufent  ne  feront  plus  payees  par"  nous, 
&  lee  Etats-Generaux  n'auront  qu'a  chercher 
les  fonds  pour  leur  entretien.  Apres  cela, 
Monfieur,  je  dois  vous  dire,  &  meme  par 
ordre  de  la  Reine,  que  le  Roi  peut  s'af- 
furer  qu'elle  foutiendra  fes  interets  comme 
les  fiens  propres,  &  qu'il  n'y  a  point  lieu  de 
douter  que  la  paix  ne  fe  faffe  a  fon  con- 
tentement ;  en  revanche,  la  Reine  efpere  que 
le  Roi  voudra  envoyer  des  ordres  bien  precis 
au  Prince  d'Anhalt,  de  ne  plus  fe  joindre 
au  Prince  Eugene,  ni  aux  Generaux  d'Hol- 
lande,  en  s'oppofant  au  Due  d'Ormond. 
Comme  il  peut  arriver  que  le  Due  de  Sa- 
voye  fuivra  le  plan  de  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
il  feroit  a-propos  que  votre  general,  qui  efl 
en  Italic,  eut  des  ordres  fecrets  de  regler 
fa  conduite  fur  celle  de  ce  Prince,  &  qu'il 
lui  obeit  generalement  en  toutes  chofes.  Mon- 
iieur  Breton  parlera  en  conformite  de  ce 
que  je  viens  d'ecrire.  Ecrivez,  s'il  vous 
plait,  dans  le  meme  fens,  &  foyez  afTure 
que  le  Roi  aura  tout  fujet  d'etre  content 
de  notre  precede.  Quant  aux  affaires  du 
Nord,  je  vous  en  parlerai  dans  une  pofte  ou 
deux.  Adieu,  mon  cher  ami,  a  vous,  &c. 
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To  the  Earl  of  &tr afford. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  July  5th,  O.S.  1712. 

THE  joint  difpatch  from  your  JLordfhip 
and  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  came  to  my  hands 
on  the  2nd,  and  by  that  we  can  compute  that 
you  could  not  join  the  Duke  of  Ormoud  till 
Wednefday  laft. 

Your  Lordmip  eafily  conceives  the  impa- 
tience we  muft  be  under,  to  hear  asrain  from 

o 
yeu,  from  the  Duke,  and  from   Sir  James 

Abercrombie,  and  Colonel  King,  who  are 
at  Dunkirk.  We  hope,  and  indeed  take  it 
for  granted,  that  there  can  be  no  room  on 
the  part  of  France,  to  heiitate  about  the 
furrender  of  this  place,  fince,  as  you  very 
well  know,  this  is  to  be  done  whether  the 
allies  conient  to  the  fufpeufion  or  not.  We 
likewiie.  hope,  there  can  on  our  part,  have 
been  no  room  to  flop  declaring  this  fulpen- 
iion,  the  Queen's  orders  having  been  given 
very  clearly  and  pofitively. 

Your  Lordmip  lees  better  than  any  one,     ' 
of  what  importance  it  is  to  have  this  point 
over ;  how  uncertain  a  bottom  we  fland  up- 
on till  then,  and  how  glorious  a  game  we 

VOL.  II.  E  e  ihall 
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fhall  have  in  our  hands  afterwards ;  if, 
therefore,  any  difficulties  have  arifen,  exert 
all  your  ikill,  all  your  diligence,  and  all  your 
resolution,  to  remove  or  overcome  them ; 
and  depend  on  this,  that  no  man  ever  had 
fuch  an  occanon  of  fhowing  himfelf. 

I  fend  Barton  with  thefe  letters,  whom 
you  will  keep  or  order  back,  as  you  fee 
good. 

The  moment  we  hear  that  the  enemy  is 
ready  to  evacuate  Dunkirk,  we  fhall  order 
the  troops  who  lie  ready  in  the  Downs  to 
proceed  ;  at  the  fame  time,  inftructions  will 
go  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
for  fettling  a  general  ceiTation,  and  for  con- 
cluding the  Queen's  part  of  the  peace. 

God  blefs  you,  and  profper  you  !  We  have 
pafled  the  Rubicon,  and  we  muft  triumph  or 
fink !  I  am  ever,  &c. 


A  Mon/ieur  Marfchakh. 
De  Whitehall,  ce  9 me  Juillet,  V.S.  1712. 
JE  vous  avoue,  mon  cher  Moniieur,  que 
la  Reine  fera  fort   lurprifc  de  voir  que  fa 
Majefte  Prufieime  puhTe  efperer  de  mieux 
5  trouver 
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trouver  fon  compte  en  fe  rangeant  avec 
des  puifTances  qui  pretendent  faire,  ce  qu'elles 
ne  lout  pas  en  etat  de  ibutenir,  qu'en  conti- 
nuant etroitement  unies  avec  une  Princeffe 
qui  eft  en  etat  de  faire  reuffir  fes  deffeins, 
&  qui  n'en  a  aucun  qui  ne  foit  conforme  aux 

vues  du  Roi'votre  maitre. 

• 

Vous  favez,  Monfieur,  auifi-bien  que  moi, 
que  la  difpute  n'a  jamais  roule  li  nous  au- 
rions  une  paix  ou  non,  &  beaucoup  moins 
fur  quelles  conditions  cette  paix  fe  feroit : 
1'unique  but  des  Imperiaux  &  des  Hollan- 
dois,  a  ete  de  forcer  la  Reine,  en  fe  liguant 
avec  les  plus  faclieux  de  fes  fujets,  de  pour- 
fuivre  une  guerre  inutile  a  la  caufe  com- 
mune, onereufe  &  inegale  particulierement  a 
la  Grande  Bretagne,  &  apres  cela  de  com- 
mencer  une  nouvelle  nes:ociation  avec  la 

o 

France,  dans  le  cours  de  laquelle  fa  Majefle 
auroit  aflurement  eu  1'honiieur  de  traiter 
fous  leurs  aulpices,  mais  elle  n'auroit  pas  eu 
celui  d'avoir  voix  en  chapitre. 

On  a  poufuivi  ce  beau  plan,  avec  une  telle 
opiniatrete,  que  la  diviiion  s'eft  mife  parmi 
les  allies,  &  ce  grand  avantage  a  ete  donne  a 
ren,nemi,  plutot  que  de  vouloir  conientir  que 
la  Reine  conduifit  la  negociation,  ou  que  les 
E  e  2  peuples 


42O  LETTERS    AND 

peuples  euflent  quelque  dedommagement 
par  la  paix,  pour  tout  ce  qu'ils  ont  fouffert 
pendant  la  guerre.  Dans  une  telle  con- 
jon£rure  que  pouvoit  faire  notre  maitrefle  ? 
Elle  a  porte  la  France  a  faire  des  ofFres  qui 
montrent  affez  evidemment,  que  fi  Ton  veut 
traiter  de  bonne  foi,  une  fatisfa6tion  jufte  & 
raiifonnable  fera  donnee  a  tous  les  confe- 
deres ;  ii  ne  tient  done  qu'a  eux  de  renouvel- 
ler  les  conferences  a  Utrecht  fur  ce  plan,  & 
de  fe.  tenir  unis  avec  la  Rcine,  qui  certes 
ne  fera  pas  moins  en  etat  de  £e  faire  valoir, 
ayant  Dunkerque  entre  les  mains. 

Quant  aux  interets  du  Roi  votre  makre, 
j'a?  ordre  de  la  Reine  de  vous  dire,  &  Mon- 
iieur  Breton  ne  manquera  pas  de  donner  ks 
memes  aflurances  a  fa  Majefte  Pruffienn'e, 
que  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne  vous  leconderont  dans  toutes  vos  de- 
mandes  ;  &  puiique  les  Miniftres  de  Fj^ance 
declarent  qu'ils  ne  faut  qu'une  declaration 
fblennelle  de  la  part  de  la  Reine  pour  vous 
faire  obtenir  tout  ce  que  vous  ibuhaitez, 
vous  devez  compter  que  vous  1'avez  obtenu. 

Au  nom  de  Dieu,  Mouiienr,  travaillez 
fortement  a  tenir  nos  deux  cours  unies.  Si 
le  Roi  fe  range  du  cute  de  la  Reine,  1'unani- 

mite 
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mite  fe  remettra  d'abord  parmi  les  allies, 
puifqu'il  n'y  a  eu  que  la  roideur  des  Etats 
qui  y  a  mis  la  divifioej.  Mais  perfonne  ne 
peut  repondre  des  fmtes  d'une  declaration 
du  Roi  contre  les  meiiires  de  fa  Majefte. 
On  continuera  la  campagne,  me  direz-vous, 
fans  1'affiflance  de  la  Reine :  en  Flanders,  je 
tombe  d'accord,  qu'on  la  continuera ;  mais 
fongez  un  peu  a  1'Efpagne,  au  Portugal,  a 
1'Italie,  &  fur-tout  fbngez  aux  moyens  de 
continuer  une  autre  campagne  fans  les  fept 
millions  que  la  Grande  Bretagne  fournit 
toutes  les  annees. 

Le  Roi  de  France,  tout  ennemi  qu'il  eft, 
vient  de  Conner  a  la  Reine  une  place  auffi 
importante  que  Dunkerque,  fans  traite,  fans 
convention.  Sera-t-il  dit  que  le  Roi  de 
Pruife  ne  fe  fiera  point  a  des  promelTes  fi  fou- 
vent  reiterees,  a  une  bonne  foi  dont  il  a  eu 
1'experience  tant  d'annees  ?  Un  courier  por-, 
tera  mes  depeches  a  mon  ami  Breton,  aidez- 
le  de  vos  lumieres,  fecondez  fes  inftances  par 
les  vcA)tres,  &  comptez  qu'il  s'agit  d'aflurer 
\me  paix  bonne  &  honorable,  ou  de  plonger 
1'Europe  dans  de  nouveaux  malheurs,  peut» 
t^tre  pires  que  ceux  qu'elle  vient  d'efTuyer. 
Adieu?  dans  la  hate  j'ecris  fans  me  fervir 
E  e  3  du 
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du  chifFre,  rauffi  cette  lettre  vous  fera  renduc 
par  13  n  courier  de  la  Reine  qui  va  a  Berlin, 

Je   fiiis.   du    fond    de    mpn   arae,    cher 
Marichalch,  a  vous,  &c. 


To  Mr.  Harley. 
DEAR  SIR, 

Whitehall,  July  I2th,  1712. 

THIS  letter  accompanies  a  very  formal 
one  from  the  office,  and  ferves  to  tell  you, 
that  we  are  not  at  all  concerned,  as  to 
the  Queen's  intereft  abftractedly,  at  what 
has  happened  in  Flandprs,  but  we  are  very 
much  at  a  lofs  to  imagine,  what  the  Princes 
can  mean  or  propofe  to  themielves,  to  whom 
thefe  troops  belong.  .  A  beggarly  German 
General  commands  the  troops,  which  have 
been  fo  many  years  paid  by  her  Majefty, 
and  which  are  actually  fo  at  this  time,  to 
defert  from  the  Queen,  and  to  leave  her  iub- 
je6l-forces,  for  ought  they  knew,  expofed  to 
be  attacked  by  the  enemy ;  this,  I  confefs,  is 
furprizing,  and  what  very  few  inftances  can 
be  produced  to  parallel, 

I  affure  you,  that  the  matter  will  be  car- 
ried high  here.  I  think  the  Queen  and  all 

who 
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•who  ferve  her,  are  determined  to  refent 
this  infult  offered  to  the  Britifh  nation  by  our 
mercenaries.  We  fhall  have  money  to  fpare, 
and  I  believe  mail  employ  it  to  make  thofe 
fear  our  force,  who  have  not  been  gained 
upon  by  our  kindnefs. 

The  Northern  Ministers,  begin  already  to 
be  alarmed  at  the  equipment  of  a  very 
ftrong  {quadron  for  the  Baltic ;  they  will  foon 
di (cover  that  the  States,  who  were  to  invade 
us,  cannot  fit  out  one  fleet  to  cope  with  our 
Channel  guard. 

I  long  to  hear  from  you ;  has  the  elector 
no  one  man  that  knows  any  thing  of  this 
country,  or  who  is  endowed  with  more  fa- 
gacity  than  Shults  *  and  Bothmar,  the  pooreft 
tools,  next  to  Blaythwait-j-,  that  ever  dirtied 
paper  ? 

Adieu,  let  us  fee  Couchman's  face  as  foon 
as  you  fee  and  know  the  carte  de  fats. 

*  Envoy-extraordinary  from  Hanover. 

f  Had  been  a  Conjmiflioner  of  trade  and  Secretary - 


E  e  4  A  Mon- 
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A  Monfieur  Marfchalcb. 
De  Whitehall,  ce  I2me  Juillet,  V.S.  1712. 
L,A  derniere  fois  que  je  vous  ecrivis,  mon 
cher  Monfieur,  j'ai  tache  de  vous  exciter  a 
prevenir  les  inconveniens  que  je  prevoyois 
devoir  naitre,  en  cas  que  le  Roi  votre  maitre 
voulut  abandonner  la  Reine,  qui  ne  demande 
qu'une  paix  raifonnable,  unique    but  de  la 
guerre,  pour  s'attacher  a  ceux  qui  veulent 
jouer  uu  role  qu'ils  ne  pen  vent  pas  fbntenir. 
Depuis    ce    tems-la  fa  Majefte   a    vu  avec 
beaucoup  de  regret  par  les  lettres  du  Due 
d'Qrmond  du   iyme  de  ce  mois,  N.S    que 
les  troupes  Pruffiennes  out  ete  des  premieres 
a  quitter  1'armee  Britannique,  pour  fuivre  le 
Prince  Eugene,  qui  n'a  pas  daigne  feulement 
communiquer  au  general  de  la  Reine  a  quel 
endroit  il  d'irigoit  fa  marchc,  ou-quel  def- 
fein  il  avoit   en  vue.      Je  crains  que  1'hon- 
neur   que  le  Prince  d'Anhalt  rapportera  au 
fiege  de   Landrecy  ne   dedommagera  pas  la 
caufe   commune    des    malheurs    qu'elle    va 
fouftrir  par  le  faux-pas  que  ce  Prince  a  fait 
en  contribuant  a  ofFrir  a  la  Reine  un  affront 
auffi  outrageant  que  celui  dont  je  viens  de 

parler.     Sa  Majefte   ne  veut  faire  aucunes 

'  i  • 

plaintes  ; 

*  •---.; 
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plaintes;  Monfieur  Breton  a  feulement  ordrc 
de  ne  rien  dire  du  contenu  de  ma  derniere 
lettre,  qui  etoit  remplie  d'afTurances  de  la 
part  de  la  Reine  au  Roi  votre  maitre.  Je 
crois  que  nous  ndus  attacherons  a  nous  faire 
valoir  par  nos  forces,  ou  I'amitie  &  la  bonne 
volonte  ont  etc  de  nul  efFet.  Je  nc  vous  dis 
rien  des  affaires  du  Nord,  ce  qui  s'eft  pafle 
depuis  peu  de  jours  en  Flandres  change  tout- 
a-fait  notre  fyfteme.  Mais,  en  ami  fmcere, 
je  vous  confierai  mon  opinion,  qui  eft  que 
la  Reine  parlera  par  la  bouche  de  fon  Ami- 
ral  dans  ces  quartiers.  Vous  venez  de  nous 
6ter  une  furieufe  depenfe  qui  nous  pefoit  ex- 
tremement ;  une  partie  de  ce  que  nous  eparg- 
nerons  fera  applique  a  la  marine. 

Adieu,  cher  ami. 


To  Mr.  Hill. 

Si  R, 

Whitehall,  I2th  July,  1712. 

COLONEL  Difney  arrived  here  Thurfr 
day  the  loth  inftant,  and  brought  us  the 
good  news  of  your  having  taken  pofleffion  of 
Dunkirk  in  the  beft  order,  and  without  tke 
Jeaft  difturbance.  This  officer  will  be  fent 
4  ..  back 
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back  to  you  in  a  few  days  ;  by  him  I  mall 
write  to  you  again,  and  you  will  receive  from 
me  and  from  Sir  William  Windham  *,  an 
account  of  all  which  is  done  or  doing  for  the 
garrifon  where  you  command. 

The  occafion  of  my  writing  to  you  at  pre- 
fent  is  to  let  you  know,  by  her  Majefty's 
order,  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  will,  in  all 
probability,  march  with  his  body  of  troops 
to  Dunkirk  ;  in  which  cafe,  you  will  not 
want  for  any  reinforcement  from  hence  for 
artillery,  gunners,  {lores,  &c.  As  foon  as 
we  hear  that  his  Grace  bends  towards  you, 
we  mall  take  the  proper  meafures  for  fupply- 
ing  the  troops  from  hence  with  what  they 
may  {land  in  need  of. 

Though  her  Majefty  makes  no  doubt  of 
your  difcreet  behaviour,  yet  I  am  com- 
manded to  detire,  that  you  would  be  par- 
ticularly careful  not  to  give  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond the  lead  occafion  even  of  unreafonable 
umbrage ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  you 
would  affect:  to  be  at  his  command  in  every 
thing.  You  will  readily  enter  into  the  mean- 
ing of  this  direction,  and  confider  that  a  man 

*  Appointed  Secretary- at- war,  vice  Lord  Landfdowne, 
made  Comptroller  of  the  Houfehold. 

of 
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of  his  character,  who  comes  from  the  head 
of  a  great  army,  and  from  the  fight  of  his 
enemy,  to  retire  under  the  walls  of  Dunkirk 
with  18,000  or  20,000  men,  cannot  be  in 
very  good  humour. 

Our  correfponden.ee  with  you  will  foon 
grow  very  frequent  and  very  eafy,  fmce,  be- 
fore the  end  of  next  week,  I  hope  our  pac- 
ket-boats will  begin  to  fail  betwixt  Dover 
and  Calais.  I  am,  &c. 


De  Monjieur  de  Torcy* 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Fontainbleau,  le  191116  Juillet,  1712. 

AVANT  que  de  recevoir  la  lettre  que 
j'ai  I'hoimeur  de  vous  ecrire  par  ordre  du 
Roi,  vous  aurez  etc  informe  de  la  publica- 
tion que  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Ormond  a  faite 
dans  ion  armee,  d'une  ceflation  d'armes  entre 
la  France  &  la  Grande  Bretagne,  de  fa 
marche,  &  du  refus  que  les  Generaux  des 
troupes  auxiliaires,  foit  a  la  folde  de  la  Reine 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne  feule,  foit  a  la  folde 
commune,  out  fait  de  fe  joindre  aux  troupes 
Angloifes,  &  de  le  fuivre. 

Je  ne  doute  pas  que  vous  n'ayez  aufli 
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re£u  la  nouvelle  de  Tentree  des  bataillons 
Anglois  dans  Dimkerque,  fuivant  les  ordres 
que  le  Roi  avoit  donne  de  les  y  recevoir. 
Ainfi,  Monfieur,  les  premieres  mefures  prifes 
pour  parvenir  a  la  paix  etant  accomplies  de 
la  part  de  fa  Majefte  &  de  celle  de  la  Reine  , 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  vos  allies  ayant  aufii 
declare  nettement  par  leur  reponfes,  que  les 
effets  out  confirmes,  le  parti  qu'ils  vouloient 
prendre  de  continuer  la  guerre  ;  il  ne  refte 
plus,  fuivant  ce  que  vous  m'avez  fait  rhon- 
neur  de  m'ecrire,  par  votre  lettre  de  20  Juin, 
&  i  Juillet  que  de  cone  lure  la  paix  en  tres 
peu  de  femaines,  entre  la  France  &  lu 
Grande  Bretagne. 

Monfieur  le  Due  d'Ormond  a  deja  fatis-  ' 
fait  a  ce  que  la  Reine  a  promis  en  fe  retirunt 
avec  les  troupes  Angloifes,  quoique  feules, 
&  en  declarant  que  fa  Majefte  Britannique 
ne  veut  plus  agir  contre  la  France,  ni  payer 
ceux  qui  ne  fe  conformeront  pas  a  fon  ex- 
jimple. 

Vous  m'avez  mande,  Monfieur,  que  fe 
voyant  jpouflee  par  fes  allies,  a  de  teiles  ex- 
tremites,  &  fe  croyant  juftifiee  devant  Dieu 
&  devant  les  hommes,  elle  ne  balanceroit 
plus  a^conclure  fa  paix  particuliere,  laif- 

fant 
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fant  aivx  autres  puiffances  engagees  dans  la 
guerre,  un  terme  pour  fe  foumettre  aux  con- 
ditions du  plan  dont  elle  conviendra  avec 
le  Roi.  II  s'agit  done  de  Texecution  de 
cette  promeffe,  qui  paroit  deTorrnais  bien 
facile,  toutes  les  conditions  de  la  paix  avec 
rAngleterre  etant  reglees,  &  les  intentions 
du  Roi,  fur  la  paix  generale,  etant  connues  a 
la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  &  je  crois 
pouvoir  dire,  approuvees  de  fa  Majefte  Bri- 
tannique. 

Je  ne  vous  dirai  rien,  Monfieur,  pour 
exciter  foil  reiTentiment  for  la  conduite  de 
fes  allies.  Us  ne  font  que  trop  voir  leur 
animoiite,  &  leurs  mauvais  defTeins  centre 
la  Reine ;  bien  loin  d'animer  1'efprit  de 
guerre  &  de  diviiion,  je  fouhaiterois  qu'on 
pent  infpirer  1'amour  de  la  paix  a  ceux  qui 
tentent  toutes  fortes  de  voies  pour  la  traver- 
fer.  Mais  com  me  rien  ne  fera  plus  capable 
de  retablir  le  repos  general,  malgre  leurs  op- 
pofitions,  que  de  confirmer  &  d'affurer  fo- 
lidement  ce  qui  a  etc  fait  jufqu*a  preient 
entre  la  France  &  la  Grande  Bretagne,  le 
Roi  a  deja  envoye  fes  ordres  a  Meffieurs  ^es 
Plenipotentiaires  a  Utrecht  pour  convenir 
iiiceiTamment  de  la  fufpeniion  generale,  tant 

par 
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par  mer  que  par  terre,  &  pour  la  %ner 
avec  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne. 

Sa  Majefte'  eftime  qu'il  eft  a-propos  de 
fuivre  les  difpofitions  du  traite  de  Ryfwick 
pour  regler  les  termes  de  la  fufpenfion  par 
mer  ;  par  confequent,  que  les  vaifleaux,  mar- 
chandifes,  effets,  pris  dans  la  Manche,  & 
dans  les  rners  du  Nord,  apres  Tefpace  de 
douze  jours,  a  compter  depuis  la  fignature  & 
la  publication  de  la  fufpenfion,  feront  de 
part  &  d*autre  reftitues  reciproquement. 
Qiie  le  terme  fera  de  fix  femaines  pour  les 
prifes  faites  depuis  la  Manche,  les  mers  qui 
eiitourent  les  ides  Britanniques,  &  les  mers 
du  Nord  jufqu'au  Cap  St.  Vincent.  De 
dix  femaines  depuis  &  au-dela  de  ce  cap 
jufqu'a  la  ligne,  foit  dans  1'ocean,  foit  dans 
la  mer  Mediterranee.  Enfin  de  fix  mois 
au  dela  de  la  ligne,  &  dans  tous  les  autres 
endroits  du  monde,  fans  aucune  exception 
ni  autre  diftinclion  plus  particuliere  de  terns 
ou  de  lieu. 

En  attendant  que  la  fufpenfion  par  mer 
ibit  .reglee  &  fignee,  on  pourroit,  Monfieur, 
pour  le  bien  reciproque  des  Francois  &  des 
Anglois,  donner  des  pafTeports  pour  aflurer 

le 
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le  commerce  ;  je  ne  vous  fait  point  remarquer 
Pavantage  que  PAngleterre  retirera,  foit  de 
ces  paffeports,  foit  d'une  fufpenfion  particu- 
liere ;  je    vous   dirai  feulement,  Monfieur, 
que  le  Roi  n'eft  point  fache  que  la  nation 
Angloife    puiffe    faire   libremetit   fon   com- 
merce, fans  avoir  a  craindre  d'aucun  ennemi, 
quoique  fes  propres  fujets  ne  jouiflent  pas  du 
meme   avantage,    ayant   a   fe   garantir  des 
armateurs  Hollandois,fi  la  fufpenfion  n'eft  pas 
generale. 

Quoiqu'il  y  ait  lieu  de  croire  par  la  con- 
duite  que  tiennent  les  Etats-Generaux  qu'ils 
difFereront  a  fe  foumettre  le  plus  long-terns 
qu'il  leur  fera  poffible,  le  Roi  donne  ce- 
pendant  fes  ordres  &  fes  pouvoirs  a  fes  Pie- 
nipotentiaires  pour  convenir  avec  eux,  de 
concert  avec  les  Pienipotentiaires  de  la  Reine 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  d'une  fufpenfion 
d'armes  &  par  mer  6c  par  terre.  Enfin  ils 
font  es;alement  autoriies  a  convenir  de  la 

o 

meme  fufpenfion  avec  tous  vos  allies,  non- 
feulement  au  nom  du  Roi,  mais  encore  au 
nom  du  Roi  d'Efpagne. 

Permettez-moi,  Monfieur,  de  Vous  faire 
obferver,  que  pendant  qu'elle  durera,  foit 
particuliere,  foit  generale,  il  ne  doit  pas  etre 

libre 
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libre  de  tranfporter  ni  troupes  ni  munitions 
de  guerre  &  de  bouche  en  Portugal,  en  Ca- 
talogue, enfin  dans  aucun  des  lieux  ou  la 
guerre  fe  fait  prefentement.  Je  crois  cette 
reflexion  inutile,  mais  il  ne  pcut  nuire  de 
''avoir  faite. 

Le  Roi  me  commande  encore  de  vou 
propofer  d'envoyer,  fans  perte  de  terns,  les 
ordres  de  la  Reine  en  Portugal  &  en  Cata- 
logne,  afin  que  la  fufpenfion  y  foit  publiee  & 
oblervee  entre  les  troupes  d'Angleterre,  celles 
du  Roi  d'Efpagne,  &  les  troupes  auxiliaires 
de  France.  Vous  pourriez  meme,  pour  plus 
de  diligence,  faire  pafler  par  la  France  le 
courier  que  vous  depecheriez  en  Catalogue. 

J'attendrai,  Monfieur,  avec  beaucoup 
^'impatience,  vos  reponfes,  quoique^je  ne 
jloute  pas  de  ce  qu'elles  contiendront,  les  ef- 
fets  ayant  toujours  fuivis  ce  que  vous  m'avez 
fait  1'honneur  de  m'ecrire ;  mais  vous  voyez 
combien  les  momens  font  precieux,  &  vous 
pouvez  prevoir  les  evenemens  qui  arriveront 
peut-etre  en  Flandres  plus  aifement  que  ja- 
mais,  depuis  la  retraite  de  vos  troupes. 

II  feroit,  ce  me  femble,  tres  neceflkire, 
dans  une  pareille  conjonclure,  de  faciliter  le 
paffage  des  lettres,  afin  de  fe  communiquer 

plus 
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plus  frequemment  les  chofes  qu'il  eft  eflen- 
tiel  de  favoir  de  part  &  d'autre.     On  pour- 
roit  pour  cet  effet  retablir,  des  a  prefent  les 
paquet-bots  de  Dovre  a   Calais  comme  ils 
etoient  etablis  avant  1' interdiction  du  com- 
merce.    Je  prendrai  la  liberte  de  vous  dire, 
que  vous  y  trouverez  encore  un  autre  avan- 
tage    pour  le   fervice    de  la    Reine    de    la 
Grande  Bretagne.    Les  malles  d'Angleterre 
qu'on  envoie  d'Oftende  a  Anvers  patient  par 
Jes  mains  du  noname  Jaupin,  dont  vous  n'ig- 
norez  pas,  Monfieur,  Tattachement   pour  la 
regence  d'Hollande,  pour  le  Prince  Eugene, 
&  j'ajotfterai  pour  votre  precedent  General. 
Vous  devez  favoir  aulli  Tuiage  qu'il  fait  de 
la  difpontion  qu'il  a  de  ces  malles.    Au  com- 
mencement de  la  campagne,  il  avoit  propofe 
au  Maitre  de   la  Pofte   de  Rouffelar,  de  les 
conduire    d'Oflende  a   Tournay,  parce  que 
Jaupin  demeurant  dans  1'armee  ennemie,  ou 
dans  quelque  ville  des  environs,  auroit   eu 
plus  de  facilite  de  s'inftruire,  &  de  rendre 
compte    a   Monfeigneur  le    Prince   Eugene 
des  ordres  que  vous  enverriez  a  Monfieur  le 
Due  d'Ormond.  Si  vous  croyez  riecefTaire  de 
lui  en  oter  abfolument  la  connoilfance,  on 
conviendra  facilement,  lorique   les  paquet- 
VOL.  II.  F  f  bots 
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bpts  feront  retablis,  des  moyens  de  faire  por- 
ter les  malles  de  Calais  a  Lille  en  paiTant 
par  Dunkerque  &  par  y  pres. 
,  J'attends  tous  les -jours  le  retour  de  la 
Vigne,  &;  •  je  vous  fupplic  d'etre  perfuade 
qu'on  ne  pent  etre  plus  parfaitement  que  jc 
fuis,  Monfieur^  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  ce  i2me  Juillet,  1712. 

JEUDI,  rorne  de  ce  mois,  V.S.  nous  ie* 
£umes  la  nouvelle  de  1'entree  des  troupes  de 
la  Reine  dans  Dunkerque,  &  le  m8me  jour 
il  arriva  un  officier  de  1'armee,  qui  nous 
apporta  les  lettres  du  Due  d'Ormond,  du 
jyme  dece  mois.  Alors,  Monfieur,  la  Reine 
fe  vit  en  etat  de  donner  fes  derniers  ordres  a 
Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  ne  plus 
perdre  un  moment  a  conclure  avec  les  Mif 
niftres  de  fa  Majeft6  Tres  Chretienne,  la 
convention  pour  une  fufpenfion  generale,  tant 
par  mer  que  par  terre.  &  meme  le  traite  de 
paixentieja  Grande  Bretagne  &  la  France. 

JLe  Confeil  s'eft  afiemble  hier?  &  on  met- 
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toit  la  derniere  main  a  ces  inftru6Hons, 
quand  1'Abbe  Gaultier  me  rendit  Ja  lettre 
que  vous  m'avez  fait  rhonneur  de  m'ecrire 
le  19016  de  ce  mois  (N.S.)  par  laquelle  j'ai 
vu  avec  beaucoup  de  plaifir,  que  ies  fenti- 
mens  de  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne,  &  Ies 
ordfes  qu'elle  a  donnes,  font  conformes  h. 
ceux  dont  la  Reine  a  trouve  a-propos  de  me 

s 

charger.  Vous  y  repetez,  Moniieur,  ce  que 
j'ai  eu  1'honneur  de  vous  ecrire  par  ma 
lettre  du  2ome  du  mois  paile,  &  j'oie  vous 
repondre  que  dans  cette  occaiion  comme 
dans  toutes  Ies  autres,  Ies  effets  ne  inan- 
queront  pas  de  fuivre  Ies  promeffes  que  je 
vous  ai  donnees  au  nom  de»la  Reine,  &  par 
fon  ordre. 

II  eft  vrai,  Monfieur,  que  la  conduite  de 
fes  allies  ne  repond  en  aucune  maniere  aux 
obligations  qu'ils  ont  re9ues,  ni  a  celles  qu'ils 
auroient  pu  fe  promettre  de  la  part  de  la 
Reine  :  mais,  Monfieur,  vous  entrez  entiere^- 
ment  dans  notre  penfee  quand  au  lieu  d'ani- 
mer  Tefprit  de  guerre  &  de  divifion,  vous 
fouhaitez  d'infpirer  1'amour  de  la  paix  a  ceux 
qui  tentent  toute  forte  de  voies  pour  la  tra- 
verfer. 

C'eft  une  efpece  de  frenefie  qiii  s'efl  re- 
F  f  2  pandue 
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pandue  dans  le    monde  ;  il  faut  empecher 
ceux  qui  en  font  attaques,  de  nous  faire  du 
mal ;  &  la  charite   nous  oblige   en  meme- 
tems  de   contribuer  tout  ce  que  nous  pou 
vons  pour  leur  guerifon.     Commensons  avec 
le  premier  point,  &  afin  de  retablir  le  repos 
general,  malgre  toutes  les  oppofitions,  con- 
firmons  &  affurons  folidement  ce  qui  a  ete 
fait  jufqu'a   prefent    entre  la   Grande  Bre- 
tagne  &  la  France. 

La  Reine,  Monfieur,  confent  que  les  vaif- 
feaux,  marchandifes,  efFets  pris  dans  la 
Manche  &  dans  les  mers  du  Nord,  apres 
1'efpace  de  douze  jours  a  compter  depuis  la 
lignature  &  la  publication  de  la  fufpeniion, 
r  feront  de  part  &  d'autre  reftitues  reciproquev 
ment. 

Qu^e  le  terme  fera  de  fix  femaines  pour 
les  prifes  faites  depuis  la  Manche,  les  mers 
qui  entourent  les  Ifles  Britanniques,  &  les 
mers  du  Nord,  jufqu'au  Cap  St.  Vincent. 

De  dix  femaines  depuis  &  au-dela  de  ce 
cap  jufqu'a  la  ligne,  foit  dans  1'ocean,  foit 
dans  la  Mer  Mediterranee. 

Enfin,  de  fix  mois  au-dela  de  la  ligne,  & 
dans  tous  les  autres  endroits  du  monde,  fans 

aucune 
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aucune  exception  ni  autre  diftin&ion  plus 
particuliere  de  terns  ou  de  lieu. 

Et  qu'en  attendant  que  la  fufpenfion.  par 
mer  foit  reglee  &  fig  nee,  on  donne,  pour  le 
bien  reciproque  des  deux  nations,  des  paffe— 
ports  pour  afTurer  le  commerce* 

Le  fentiment  de  la  Reine  a  etc  qu'il  fe- 
foit  utile  d'abre'ger  le  terme  de  -dix  femaines 
dans  la  Mer  Mediterranee  particulierement^ 
Sc  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  ont  ete  in- 
ftruits  de  propofer  le  terme  de  fix  femaines 
tant  pour  les  prifes  faites  depuis  la  Manche, 
les  mers  qui  entourent  les  Ifles  Britaimiques, 
6c  les  mers  du  Nord,  jufqu'au  Cap  St.  Vin- 
cent, que  depuis  &au-dela  de  ce  Cap,jufqu'a 
la  ligne,  foit  dans  Toc^an,  foit  dans  la  Mer 
Mediterranee ;  mais  un  different  de  cette  na- 
ture n'arretera  pas  la  conclufion  de  la  fuf- 
penfion. 

L'obfervation  <^ile  vous  faites,  Monneur, 
touchant  le  tranfport  de  troupes,  ou  de  mu- 
nitions de  guerre  &  de  bouche  en  Portugal, 
en  Catalogne,  ou  dans  aucun  des  lieux  ou 
la  guerre  fe  fait  preferitement,  ne  peut  fouf- 
frir  aucune  difficulte  ;  la  Reine  en  convient, 
5c  cet  article  fera  execute  de^notre  cote  avec 
la  derniere  exactitude.  Je  dois  cependant, 
F  f  3  Monfieur, 
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Monfieur,  vous  dire  que  la  Reine  ne  croira 
pas  contrevenir  a  cette  r&gle  en  envoyant  des 
troupes  ou  des  munitions'  a  Gibraltar  &  au 
port  Mahon ;  en  retirant  les  troupes  Por- 
tugoifcs  qui  fervent  en  Catalogue,  pour  les 
tranfporter  chez  eux  ;  en  faifant  tranfporter 
les  troupes  Allemandes,  ou  autres  qui  font 
au  fervice  de  TEmpereur,  d'Efpagne  enlta- 
lie,  &  enfin  en  retirant  les  troupes  Angloifes, 
&  generalement  tout  ce  qui  appartient  a  la 
Reine,  pour  les  conduire  a  1'Ifle  de  Minor- 
qne,  ouTneme  a  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

Je  viens,  Moniieur,  de  vous  parler  de  re- 
tirer  les  troupes  Angloifes  qui  reftent  en  Ca- 
talogue :  les  ordrea  de  la  Reine  font  deja 
donnes  a  cet  effet,  &  comme  fa  Majefte  3 
auffi  pris  la  refolution  de  ne  plus  fournir  la 
moindre  chofe  aux  frais  de  cette  guerre,  la 
fufpenfion  s'executera  d*elle-meme ;  &  je 
crois  que  les  troupes  de  FEmpereur  qui  font 
en  Catalogue  s'eftimeront  afTez  heureufes 
de  pouvoir  fortir  librement  du  pays,  &  d'etre 
tranfportees  chez  eux.  Comme  le  Due 
d'Argyle,  ou  quelque  autre  officier,  fera  im- 
mediatement  depeche  pour  tenir  la  main  a 
1'execution  de  ces  ordres,  il  eft  certain  qu'en 
le  faifant  pafler  par  La  France,  comme  nous 

avons 
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avons  deifem  de  faire  dans  cinq  ou  fix  jours, 
nous  gagnerions  beaucoup  de  terns. 

Les  ordres  necefTaires  pour  etablir  la  fuf- 
penfion  d'armes  en  Portugal  feront  donnes, 
mais  comme  le  Miniftre  qui  fe  trouve  ici  n'eft 
pas  inftruit  ni  autorife  de  concerter  aucune 
mefure  la-deffus,  il  faut  en  parler  aux  Ple- 
nipotentiaires  du  Roi  de  Portugal  qui  font  a 
Utrecht. 

De  tous  fes  allies  il  n'y  a  aucun  dont  les 
interets  tiennent  plus  au  coeur  de  fa  Majefte 
que  ceux  du  Due  de  Savoye  ;  &  elfe  efpere 
que  le  Roi  Tres  Chretien,  de  concert  avec 
elle,  ne  negligera  rien  qui  puifle  engager  foil 
Altefle  Royale  a  entrer  dans  toutes  nos  me- 
fures,  &  la  mettre  a  couvert  de  toute  in- 
fulte  de  la  part  des  Imperiaux,  lorfqu'elle  y 
fera  entree. 

I>es  diiputes  {urvenues  par  rapport  a  la 
barriere  de  ce  Prince,  fe  reduifent  a  quatre 
points :  le  droit  de  garnifon  en  Monaco, 
avec  la  fuperiorite  &  direct  domaine  de  Mon- 
ton  &  de  Rocabruna,  les  villages  au-dela  du 
Rhone,  Briai^on,  &  le  fort  de  Barreau. 

La  Reine,  Monfieur,  fouhaite  que  fa  Ma-  . 
jefte  Tres  Chretienne  veuille  bien  montrer 
de  la  facility  fur  des  articles  fi  peu  impor- 
F  f  4  tans 
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tans  a  une  puiflance  telle  que  la  fienrie,  & 
d'une  auffi  grande  confequence  a  foil  Altefie 
Royale,  dont  le  pays  eft  plus  ouverte  que  ja- 
mais  par  la  demolition  de  tant  de  for- 
tereffes. 

II  n'eft  de  Finteret  ni  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne  ni  -de  la  France  que  le  Royaume  de 
Sicile  foit  donne  a  la  maifon  d' Autriche ; 
fon  AltefTe  Royale  eft  le  Prince  fur  la  tete 
dnquel  la  Reine  fouhaite  de  voir  placer  cette 
couronne  ;  elle  ne  peut  pas  fe  defifter  de 
cette  demande,  elle  la  propofe  a  fon  Altefle 
Royale  com  me  une  condition  de  la  fufpen- 
fion  d'armes  du  cote  de  1'Italie,  &  elle  lui 
fait  favoir  que  c'eft  un  article  fur  lequel  je 
x^ous  ai  ecrit  par  fon  ordre.  Le  courier  qui 
va  a  Turin  paffera  par  la  France,  de  forte 
que  Ics  proportions  que  fa  Majefte  Tres 
Chretienne  voudra  fake  a  fon  AltefTe  Royale 
pourront  accompagner  celles  de  la  Reine. 

H  ne  me  refte  fur  le  fujet  de  la  fufpen- 

fion  que  de   vous  dire  que  d'abord  qu'elle 

fera  declaree  en  Eipagne,  la  Reine  demande 

que   le  blocus  de  Gibraltar  foit  leve,   &  que 

tant  la  garnifon  que  les  marchands  qui  s'y 

.  trouveront,  pourront  en  toute  liberte  vivre 

&  negocier  avec  les  Efpagnols. 

2 
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Les  paquet-bots  ieront  etablis  fans  perte 
de  terns  de  Dovre  a  Calais.  Je  crois  meme 
qu'ils  pourront  commencer  a  faire  ce  voy- 
age des  la  femaine  prochaine.  Vous  aurez, 
s'il  vous  plait,  la  bonte  de  faire  expedier  les 
paffeports  &  les  ordres  neceflaircs. 

Je  fuis  fort  bien  inftruit  du  caraclere  dc 
Janpin,  &  je  ne  manquerai  pas  de  prendre 
avec  vous  des  meflires  pour  que  nos  lettres 
ne  paflent  pas  par  fes  mains.  Celles  que  nous 
ecrivons  dorenavant  au  Due  d'Ormond  ne 
doivent  point  courir  aucun  riique,  puifque  ce 
General  prendra  apparernment  le  parti  de  fe 
retirer   du  cote  de   Dunkerque  ;  dans  cette 
fituation  il  n'aura  befoin  ni  des  Hollandois 
ni  des   Flamands  ;  pendant  qu'il  y  refte,   on 
fournira  d'ici  tout  'ce  dont  les  troupes  auront 
befoin,  &  quand  la  Majefte  tfouvera  a-propos 
de  les  faire  tranfporter  dans  la  Grande  Bre- 
tagne,  ce  tranfport  fe  fera  de   Dunkerque 
avec  plus  de  commodite  que  d'aucnn  autre 
endroit. 

Le  Due  d'Ormond  a  ordre  de  concerter  fa 
marche  avec  Monfieur  le  Marefchal  de  Vil* 
lars,  &  d'aifurer  ce  General  (comme  j'ai  ordre 
de  la  Reine  de  vous  promettre,  Monfieur) 
que  les  troupes  payeront  regulierement  pour 

tout 
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tout  ce  qui  leur  fera  fonrni  par  les  fujets 
<le  la  France,  &  que  toute  la  fatisfaclion  pof- 
fible  fera  donnee  a  ces  derniers,  fi  par  quelque 
accident  la  moindre  injuftice  leur  fut  faite. 

Quand  je  vous  ai  parle  de  la  flifpenfion 
d'armes,  j'ai  oublie  de  vous  dire  que  la  Reine 
confentira  a  Petendre  ou  a  la  prolonger  de  la 
maniere  que  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne 
trouvera  a-propos  ;  mais  qu'elle  efpere,  & 
meme  qu'elle  ne  doute  pas,  que  le  Roi  ne 
faiTe  pleinement  executer  1'article  qui  re- 
garde  la  reunion  des  deux  monarchies,  s'il 
eft  poffible,  pendant  le  terme  de  deux  mois. 
La  Reine  fouhaiteroit  de  favoir  quelles  me- 
fures  ont  etc  prifes  pour  ceteffet;  vous  aurez 
la  bonte  de  me  les  communiquer,  &  vous  me 
ferez  la  juftice  de  croire  qu'on  ne  peut  pas 
etre  plus  parfaitement  que  je  le  fuis, 

Moniieur,  votrer  &c. 

B. 


De  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 
A  Fontainbleau,  le  26me  Juillet,  1712. 
LES  nouvelles  de  Flandres  vous  appren- 
dront,  Monfieur,  que  la  Reine  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne  commence  a  etre  vengee  du   peu 
3  d'egards 
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d'egards  que  fes  allies  ont  eu  pour  les  fages 
confeils,  &  du  reflis  que  les  troupes  auxi- 
liaires  ont  fait  de  iuivre  Monfieur  le  Due 
d'Ormond.    II  feroit  inutile  de  vous  envoyer 
le  detail  de  ce  qui  s'eft  paffee  le  24me  de  cc 
mois  a  1'attaque  du   camp  de    Denain,  oii 
Monlieur  le  Comte  d'Albemarle  a  etc  force, 
pris,  &  les  troupes  qu'il  commandoit  entiere- 
ment  defaites,  par  Monfieur  le  Marefchal  de 
Villars.    Je  fuis  perfuade  que  vous  en  laitrez 
toutes  les  circonitances  avant  que  de  recevoir 
ma  lettre;  ainfi,  Monfieur,  j'aurai  feulement 
1'hoimeur  de  vous  dire  que   le  Roi  compte 
que  les  avantages  que  fes  troupes  rempor- 
teront,  feront  d'autant  plus  de  plaifir  a  la 
Reine,  que  ce  feront  de   nouveaux   motifs 
•pour  vaincre  1'obftination  des  ennemis  de  la 
paix.  Leur  animofite  paroiifoit  plus  vive  que 
jamais,   fuivant  les  dernieres  lettres  d'HoI- 
Jande.     J'efpere  que  fa  Majefte  Britannique 
achevera  de  les  mettre  &  la  raifon,  en  con- 
venant  inceflamment  avec  le  Roi,  des  der- 
nieres mefures  a  prendre  pour  achever  un 
ouvrage  auffi  avance.     Elle  en  a  les  moyens 
entre  fes  mains,  li  elle  veut  faire  ufage  des 
yilles  de*Gand  &  de  Bruges  que  fes  troupes 
occupent,  &  particulierement  de  la  premiere ; 

car 
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ear  il  depend  de  celiii  qui  en  eft  le  maitre 
dans  la  conjon6hire  prefente,  de  faire  echouer 
les  deffeins  des  Geaeraux  ennemis,  &  de 
donner  la  loi  aux  Hollandois. 

II  depend  aufli  de  la  Reine  d'arreter  1'exe- 
cutiori  des  projets  que  Monfieur  le  Comte  de 
Staremberg  peut  former  du  cote  de  la  Cata- 
logue, les  troupes  Angloifes  occupant  pre- 
fentment  Tarragone.  Je  ne  doute  pas,  Mon- 
fieur, que  le  commandant  n'ait  des  ordres 
bien  precis  de  garder  cette  place  fans  la  re- 
in ettre  au  pouvoir  des  Allemands,  &  rien 
n'empechera  qu'elle  demeure  entre  les  mains 
de  fa  Majefte  Britannique  jufqu'a  ce  que  la 
paix  foit  conclue  &  ratifiee. 

J 'attends  vos  reponfes  a  la  lettre  que  j'ai 
eu  Thonneur  de  vous  ecrire  le  i9me  de  ce 
mois,  au  fujet  de  la  fufpenfion  par  mer  & 
par  terre,  a  faire  incefTamment  entre  la 
France  &  I'Angleterre. 

Le  Roi  a  fu  depuis  peu  que  les  vaifleaux 
de  1'eicadre  commandee  par  Monfieur  1'Ami- 
ral  Jennings,  fervoient  acluellement  a  tranf- 
porter  les  troupes  &  les  chevaux  que  FAr- 
chiduc  fait  paflfer  du  cote  de  Gennes  en  Ca- 
talogue. Sa  Majefte  eft  perfuadee,  que  dans 
1'etat  ou  font  les  affaires,  un  pareil  tranfport 

eft 
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eft  abfolument  contraire  aux  intentions  de 
la  Reine,  &  par  confequent,  que  cette  Prin- 
cefle  jugera  neceffaire  cTenvoyer  mcefTam- 
ment  fes  ordres  pour  le  faire  coffer.  ! 

Le  courier  qu'elle  depecheroit  pour  cet 
effet,  gagneroit  beaucoup  de  terns  en  paiTant 
par  la  France.  Jl  en  aura  la  liberte  entiere 
(i  vous  voulez  1'envoyer  par  cette  voie. 

Enfin,  Monfieur,  nous  fommes  en  de  telles 
circonftances  qu'il  femble  qu'on  ne  doit  plus 
chercher  de  part  &  d'autre  que  1'avantage 
reciproque  des  deux  nations;  ainfi  le  Roi 
n'riefite  pas  a  propofer  a  la  Reine  d'envoyer 
aufli  des  ordres  expres,  &  par  la  voie  la  plus 
courte,  aux  vaifTeaux  Anglois  partages  pour 
croifer  en  difFerens  endroits  de  la  Mediter- 
ranee,  de  laiffer  paffer  librement  les  vaif- 
feauxJFrai^ois,  qui  reviennent  du  Levant, 
dont  plufieurs  doivent  apporter  des  bleds 
en  Provence. 

Je  vous  fupplie  de  croire,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


A  Mon- 
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A  Monjieur  de  T'crcy. 
A  Whitehall,  le  17010  Juillet,  1712. 

DANS  la  derniere  lettre  que  j'ai  eu 
Fhon-neur  de  vous  ecrire,  je  vous  ai  marque, 
Moniieur,  que  de  tous  les  allies,  il  n'y  en 
avoit  aucun  dont  les  interets  tenoient  plus 
au  coeur  de  la  Reine,  que  ceux  du  Due  de 
Savoye,  &  qu'elle  efperoit  que  le  Roi  Tres 
Chretien,  de  concert  avec  elle,  ne  negligeroit 
rien  quipourroit  engager  Son  AltefTe  Royale 
a  entrer  dans  toutes  iios  mefures  pour  la 
mettre  a  convert  de  toute  infulte  de  la  part 
de  1'Empereur,  lorfqu'elle  y  feroit  entree, 

Je  vous  ai  fait  favoir  dans  la  meme  lettre, 
que  les  differents  par  rapport  a  la  barriere  de 
ce  Prince,  fe  reduifoient  a  quatre  points, 
&  que  la  Reine  fouhaitoit  que  fa  Majefte 
Tres  Chretienne  voulut  bien  montrer  de  la 
."acilite  fur  des  articles  fi  peu  importants  a 
Hue  puiffance  telle  que  la  fienne,  &  d'une 
auffi  grande  confequence  a  fon  AlteiTe  Roy- 
ale,  dont  le  pays  eft  plus  ouvert  que  jamais, 
par  la  demolition  de  tant  de  fortereiTes. 

J'ai  ajoute  qu'il  n'etoit  de  1'interet  ni  de 
la  Grande  Bretagne  ni  de  la  France,  que  le 
royaume  de  Sicile  fut  donne  a  la  maiix)ii 

d'Autriche, 
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d'Autriche,  que  ion  Altefle  Royale  etoit  le 
Prince  fur  la  tete  duqucl  la  Reine  fouhaitoit 
de  voir  placer  cette  couronne,  qu'elle  ne  pou- 
voit  fe  defifter  de  cette  demande,  qu'elle  la 
propofoit  a  fon  Alteffe  Royale  com  me  une 
condition  de  la  fufpenfion  d'armes  du  cote 
d'ltalie.  Qu'elle  lui  faifoit  favoir  que  c'etoit 
un  article  fur  lequel  je  vous  avois  ecrit  par 
fon  ordre,  &  que  le  courier  qui  ailoit  a  Turin 
pafferoit  par  la  France,  de  forte  que  les  pro- 
pofitions  que  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne 
voudroit  fidre  a  fon  AltefTe  Royale,  pour- 
roient  accompagner  celles  qui  lui  feroient 
faites  d'ici.  C'eft  fur  ce  foiidement  que  je 
vous  ecris,  Monfieur,  aujourd'hui,  par  ordre 
de  la  Reine. 

lln'eft  pas  necefTaire  que  j'explique  toutes 
les  raifons  qui  fervent  a  montrer  combiea 
il  eft  important  dans  la  conjoncture  preferite 
d'avoir  la  concurrence  du  Due  de  Savoye 
&  dans  la  fufpenfion  d'armes  &  dans  le  traite 
de  paix,  qui  feront  tous  deux  faits,  felon  les 
apparences,  entrc  la  Grande  Bretagnc^  la 
France,  &  PEfpagne,  fans  1'intervention  des 
autres  allies.  Ces  raifons  ne  vous  echap- 
pent  pas,  &  la  Reine  le  perfuade  que  fa 
Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  prendra  la  refolu- 

tiou 
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tion  de  s'afTfurer,  fans  perte  de  terns,  d'un 
Prince  dont  la  declaration  fera  un  coup  de 
maitre,  &  viendra  d'autant  plus  a-propos> 
que  la  conduite  du  Roi  de  Pruffe  n'a  point 
de  tout  repondu  a  ce  que  la  Reine  avoit  lieu 
d'efperer  de  lui*. 

( Je  ne  vous  parlerai  plus  fur  les  difputes 
furvenues  fur  les  demandes  de  ibn  AltefTe 
Royale  qui  regardent  la  France  plus  particu- 
lierement. 

Ce  Prince  n'infiftera  pas  fur  des  demandes 
qui  ne  font  pas  neceflaires  a  la  furete  de  fes 
etats ;  &  la  Reine  ne  doute  pas  que  le  Roi 
Tres  Chretien  ne  lui  accorde  celles  qui  le 
font.  Mais  il  y  a  deux  autres  articles,  fur 
lefquels  il  faut  qu'il  foit  bien  eclairci,  pour 
le  determiner  a  prendre  foil  parti  fans  delai  ; 
&  je  me  bornerai  a  vous  communiquer  ce 
que  fa  Ivlajefte  juge  neceffaire  pour  1'eta- 
bliflement  du  droit  de  ibn  Alteffe  Royale, 
pares  le  Roi  Philippe  .&  fes  defcendarfs,  a 
la  couronne  d'Efpagne  &  des  hides,  &  pour 
afiurer  a  fa  dite  Altefle  Royale  la  pofleffion 
du  Royaume  de  Sicile. 

*  Bolingbroke  had  been  very  urgent  with  the  King  of 
Pru  Ilia's  Envoy,  Marfchalch,  to  gain  the  approval  of  his  inafter 
to  the  plans  of  the  Britifh  cabinet  ;  but  the  continental  en- 
gagements of  Fruflia  prevailed,  and  the  Prince  of  Anhalt,  with 
his  forces,  joined  Prince  Eugene, 

Vous 
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Vous  favez,  Monfieur,  que  la  Reine  eft 
convenue  avec  le  Roi  votre  maitre,  qu'on 
tombera  d'accord,  dans  le  traite  de  paix  fu- 
tur,  du  Prince  qui  fuccedera  a  la  couronne 
d'Efpagne  apres  le  Roi  Philippe  &  fes  de- 
fcendans  ;  &  que  toutes  les  parties,  mention- 
liees  dans  les  articles  propofes  pour  une  luf- 
penfion  d'armes,  convienaront  par  des  actes 
authentiques  de  reconnoitre  tel  Prince  pour 
0  fucceffeur  a  la  dite  couronne  :  or,  Monfieur* 
la  Reine  propofe  que  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chre- 
tienne  declare  des  a  cette  heure,  qu'elle  re- 
connoit  le  droit  de  fucceffioii  du  Due  de 
Savoye  a  TEfpagne  &  aux  Indes,  apres  le 
Roi  Philippe  &  fes  defcendans ;  qu'elle  pro- 
meite  que  tant  le  Roi  Philippe^  que  les  etats 
d'Efpagne  le  reconnoitroient  auffi ;  que  les 
Princes  de  France,  &  fpecialement  les  Dues 
de  Berry  &  d'  Orleans  approuveront,  ratifie- 
font,  6c  confirmeront  tout  ce  qui  fera  fait 
pour  la  recomioiflance  dii  dit  droit  de  fuc- 
ceffion :  que  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne 
promette  de  plus  a  fon  Altefle  Royale,  tant 
pour  lui  que  pour  le  Roi  Philippe,  Texecu- 
tion  de  tout  ce  qui  fera  trouve  neceiTaire 
pour  aflurer  a  fa  dite  Altefle  Royale,  &  a  fa 
famille,  la  fucceffion  de  la  couronne  d'Ef- 
IL  G  g  pagnc 
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pagne  &  des  Indes,  apres  le  fufdit  Roi  Phi- 
lippe .&  fes  defcendans  ;  &  particulierement 
qu'elle  s'engage  que  le  Roi  Philippe  dilpen- 
fera,  de  fa  propre  volonte,  &  par  ion  autorite 
royale,  fes  fujets  de  tous  fermens  contraires 
qu'ils  peuvent  avoir  pretes,  &  qu'a  ces  fins 
il  les  rcvoquera  &  annullera  de  meme  que 
toutes  les  declarations,  telles  qu'elles  foient, 
qu'il  a  faites  en  faveur  de  tout  Prince  de  fon 
fang. 

Le  terns  le  plus  propre  pour  1' execution 
de  ce  qui  eft  defTus,  paroit  etre  celui  anquel 
on  eft  convenu  que  tout  ce  qui  regarde  Tar- 
ticle  de  la  reunion  des  deux  monarchies  fera 
accompli. 

C'eft  auffi  dans  ce  tems-la,  que  la  ceffion 
de  la  Sicile,  &  de  fes  dependances,  doit  etrc 
faite  par  le  Roi  Philippe  en  faveur  de  foil 
AlteiTe  Royale ;  &  fa  Majefte  propofe  au 
Roi  Tres  Chretien  d'envoyer,  des  a  cette 
heure,  des  affu ranees  fort  precifes  a  fa  dite 
Alteire  Royale,  que  cette  ceffion  ie  fera  par 
un  ade  authentique  dans  toutes  les  formes 
requifes  ;  que  par  le  meme  acle  de  ceflion, 
le  Roi  Philippe  declarera  qu'il  tient  le  roy- 
aume  de  Sicile  &  fes  dependances,  pour,  & 
au  nom  feulement,  de  fa  dite  AltefTe  Royale, 

&t  qu'elle 
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&  qu'elle  en  pourra  prendre  la  reelle  pof- 
feffion  toutes  fois,  &  quantes  qu'il  lui  plaira 
en  vertu  du  fufdit  feul  acle  de  ceffion.  Qiie 
le  Roi  Philippe  difpenfera,  en  meme-tems, 
les  Siciliens  de  tout  ferment  de  fidelite  a  fon 
egard,  &  qu'il  leur  ordonnera  de  reconnoitre 
fa  dite  Altefle  Royale  pour  leur  Roi  &  Souve- 
rain  legitirae. 

Que  les  galeres  Sc  autres  batimens  appar- 
tenans  a  la  Sicile,  avec  leuis  equipages,  fc- 
ront  cedes  &  relaches  a  fon  AltefTe  Royale, 
avec  le  dit  royaume ;  &  que  tous  les  titres,* 
papiers,  &  documens,  qui  concernent  le  roy- 
aume de  Sicile  lui  feront  auffi  remis. 

Sa  Majefle  Tres  Ghretienne  promettant  a 
fon  AltefTe  Royale,  comme  la  Reine  le  lui 
propofe,  les  avantages  &  les  furetes  que  je 
viens,  Monueur,  de  vous  marquer,  il  n'y  a 
pas  lieu  de  douter  que  ce  Prince  ne  fuive 
d'abord  Texemple  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  & 
que  la  paix  ne  puifle  etre  faite  en  tres  pen 
de  terns,  entre  la  Reine,  le  Roi  Tres  Chre- 
tien, le  Roi  d'Efpagne,  &  le  Due  de  Sa- 
voy e. 

Dans   ce   traite  Ton    pourra   inferer    des 

claufes  pour  garantir  fon  Altelle  Royale  dans 

la  pleine  jouiffance   du  royaume   de  Sicile, 

G  g  2  k  de 
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&  de  fes  dependances ;  du  droit  de  fuccef- 
fion  a  la  couronne  d'Efpagne  &  des  Indes, 
qu'on  aura  etabli ;  &  dans  la  poflefiion  de 
tout  ce  qui  lui  a  etc  cede,  ou  du  etre  cede  en 
vertu  du  traite  conclu  a  Turin,  entre  feu 
FEmpereur  Leopold,  &  le  dit  Due  de  Sa- 
voye,  le  8me  Novernbre,  1703. 

Je  dois  vous  propofer  d'envoyer  vos  de- 
peches  a  Turin  par  le  courier  de  la  Reine, 
plut6t  que  par  un  des  votres,  cela  donnera 
moms  d'ombrage  pour  le  prefent ;  pour  1'a- 
venir  il  eft  facile  de  prendre  avec  fon  Al- 
tefTe  Royale  de  telles  meflires  que  vous  puif- 
fiez  lui  envoyer  1'homme  de  confiance  qui 
devra  avoir  un  plein  pouvoir  de  traiter,  &  de 
conclure  avec  elle. 

A  Whitehall,  ce  i8me  Juillet,  1712. 

J'allois  depecher  ce  courier  quand  j'ai  recu 
la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  Thohneur  de 
m'ecrire,  le  26me  de  ce  mois  (N.S.)  &  dont 
j'ai  fait  la  leclure  a  fa  Majefte. 

La  Reine  ne  peut  etre  que  tres  fenfible- 
ment  touchee  de  vqir  repandre  le  fang,  & 
continuer  les  malheurs  de  la  guerre,  dans  une 
conjonchire  ou  il  ne  tient  qu'a  fes  allies  de 
retablir  le  repos  de  TEurope  ;  elle  efpere  que 

1'avantage 
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1'avantage  remporte  par  les  troupes  du  Roi 
contribuera  a  vaincre  une  obftination  qui  n'a 
point  d'exemple,  &  j'ai  ordre,  Monfieur,  de 
vous  afiurer,  que  fa  Majefte"  ne  negligera  rien 
de  tout  ce  qu'elle  peut  faire  avec  juilice  & 
avec  honneur,  pour  mettre  a  la  raifon  ces 
ennemis  de  la  paix.  La  mefure  la  plus 
eflentielle  a  cette  fin  eft  celle  fur  laquelle 
cette  lettre  roule  principalement,  c'eft  a  dire, 
d'engager  fon  AltefTe  Royale  a  faire  fa  paix 
avec  la  France  £  1'Efpagne  en  meme-tems 
que  la  Reine. 

Quand  je  vous  ai  cent  ma  derniere  lettre 
du  i2mede  ce  mois  (V.S.)  nous  avons  cru 
que  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Ormond  pourroitetre 
oblige  de  fe  retirer  du  cote  de  Dunkerque. 
11  a  mieux  reuili ;  &  la  poffefiion  de  Gand  & 
de  Bruges  aura  fans  doute  fon  effet,  &  fer- 
vira  a  rendre  tant  les  Impcriaux  que  les 
Hollandois  &  les  autres  allies  plus  raifon- 
nables.  J'ai  deja  ecrit  a  ce  General  de  fe 
tenir  fur  fes  gardes,  &  de  bien  conferver  les 
poftes  qu'il  occupe. 

Le  defTein  de  la  Reine  etoit  de  retirer 
immediatement  toutes  les  troupes  Britan- 
niques  de  la  Catalogue,  &  .de  ne  plus  four- 
nir,  comme  j'ai  eu  1'honneur  de  vous  le 

G  g  3  mander 
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mander  dans   ma    precedente,    la   moindrc 
chofe  aux  frais   de  cette   guerre,     Les  iu- 
flru&ions  de  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Argyle  ont 
ete  dreflees  dans  cette  vue,  &  il  doit  partir 
dans  tres  peu  de  jours  pour  tenir  la  main  a 
Fexecution  des  ordres  que  la  Reine  a  trouve 
a-propos  de  donner,  pour  finir  la  guerre  en 
Efpagne;  le  Dae  paflera  par  la  France,  & 
nous  ne  croyons  pas  qu'il  foit  neceffaire  qu'il 
attende  un  pafleport.     II   fe  rendra  a  Paris, 
&  concertera  avec  vous  1'ufage  qu'on  voudra 
faire  de  la  confervation  de  Terragon.     En 
attendant,   les   ordres  de  la  Reine  font  en- 
voyes  a  Monfieur  le  Comte  de  Barrymore, 
Lieutenant-general,  ou  a  TOfficier,  tel  qu'il 
pourra  etre,    qui  commandera   en  chef  les 
troupes  Britanniques  en  Catalogne,  de  tenir 
foil  corps  uni,  &  de  garde r  la  ville  de  Ter- 
ragon julqu'a  Tarrivee  du  Due  d'Argyle,  ou 
jufqu'a  nouvel  ordre. 

La  Reine  embraffe  avec  beancoup  de  fa- 
tisfadion,  Toccafion  qui  fe  prefente  de  faire 
plaifir  au  Roi ;  &  des  ordres  pofitifs  font 
envoyes  a  Monfieur  TAmiral  Jennings,  de 
laiffer  pafTer  librement  les  vaifleaux  Fran- 
cois qui  reviennent  du  Levant. 

Vous  jugez  bien,  Monfieur,  que  cet  offi- 

cier 
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cier  ne  pouvoit  avoir  aucun  ordre  de  refufer 
une  efcorte  aux  troupes  que  1'Empereur 
pourroit  faire  paffer  de  Genes  en  Catalogue  ; 
mais  tant  cet  Amiral  que  1'Envoye  de  la 
Reine  a  Genes,  ont  eu  des  ordres  bien  pre- 
cis, il  y  a  deja  quelque  terns,  de  ne  poin* 
louer  de  VaifTeaux,  ou  contribuer  en  aucune 
maniere  a  ce  tranfport.  Us  recevront  fans 
perte  de  tems  de  nouvelles  inftructions  flir 
tout  ce  qu'ils  auront  a  faire,  &  enfin,  Mon- 
iieur,  1'arrivee  du  Due  d'Argyle  finira  la 
guerre  en  Efpagne. 

Par  votre  courier,  qui  fera  depeche  Lundi 
au  plus  tard,  je  vous  enverrai  une  cinquan- 
taine  de  palfeports  en  blanc,  &  je  conti- 
nuerai  a  vous  en  faire  tenir  par  tous  les  cou- 
riers qui  partiront  d'ici ;  vous  aurez  la  bonte 
de  faire  de  meme,  felon  la  proportion  que 
vous  m'avez  faite  dans  votre  lettre  du  19010 
de  ce  mois  (N.S.)  &  a  laquelie  la  Reine  a 
confenti  par  ma  lettre  du  1 2me  de  ce  mois, 
V.S. 

Comme  le  courier  qui  vous  remettra  cette 
depeche  eft  charge  de  celle  qu'on  envoie  a 
Turin,  aufli-bien  que  des  ordres  de  la  Ma- 
jefte  ci-deiTus  mentiones  a  Monfieur  TAmiral 
Jennings,  &  au  commandant  des  troupes  Bri- 
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tanuiques  en  Catalogne,  je  dois,  Monfieur, 
vous  prier  de  donner  de  tels  ordres  qu'ii 
puifle  faire  ia  courfe  dans  le  moins  de  tem$ 
qu'il  fera  poflible. 

Je  vous  fupplie  de  croire  qu'on  ne  peut 
etre  plus  parfaitement  quc  je  fuis, 
Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

B, 


To  tbe  Earl  of  Peterborough. 
My  LORD, 

Whitehall,  July  i8th, 
FROM  the  other  office  your  Lordfhip 
\vill  receive  an  account  of  what  is  doing 
for  the  Duke  of  Savoy's  intereft,  in  order 
to  keep  him  united  to  her  Majefty  in  thofe 
meafures,  which  the  fury  of  a  faction  at 
home,  and  the  obftinacy  of  her  allies  abroad, 
will  render  abfolutely  necefTary. 

You  will  almoft  as  foon  as  this  letter 
comes  to  your  hands,  receive  in  cypher  a 
long  detail  of  what  has  paffed,  and  by  that 
you  will  have  as  clear  an  image  as  I  am  able 
to  convey  of  our  prefent  fituation,  a^nd  of 
the  means  by  which  we  have  been  brought 
into  it. 

Since,. 
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Since,  according  to  that  fyftem  of  poli- 
tics by  which  our  councils  have  for  many 
years  been  guided,  it  is  become  evident  that 
nothing  can  be  expected  but  to  continue  a 
province  to  the  alliance,  it  is  high  time  to 
exert  ourfelves,  and  to  give  the  law,  inftead 
of  fubmitting  to  have  it  given. 

To  this  end,  nothing  can  contribute  more 
than  the  raifing  the  houfe  of  Savoy,  and 
checking  the  power  of  that  of  Auftria  in 
Italy,  which  Britain  will  be  much  more  able 
to  do  than  ever,  by  the  pofTeflion  of  Gi- 
braltar and  Port  Mahon ;  1  may  add,  by 
the  ufe  which  we  mall  make  of  Sicily.  If 
that  ifland  had  gone  to  the  Emperor,  as  our 
wife  ministers  once  defigned,  it  would  have 
been  ufed  to  mate  our  power  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  the  Dutch  would  have  made 
fome  agreement  of  that  kind.  The  Duke 
of  Savoy  will  expecl,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
be  fupported  by  the  maritime  force  of  the 
Queen,  from  whofe  generofity  he  receives 
the  crown  ;  and  thus,  I  think,  Great  Britain 
may  depend  on  making  hereafter  as  great  a 
figure  in  thofe  feas,  as  me  ever  did  in  her 
own  Channel. 

May  I  not  add,  my  Lord,  that  there  arifes 

a  profpecl 


LETTERS    AND 

a  profpecl  of  changing  the  fcene  of  future 
wars,  and  removing  them  to  a  greater  dif- 
tance  from  our  Ifland,  to  a  part  of  the  world 
where  we  cannot  well  intervene,  unlefs  by 
pur  fleets,  inftead  of  running  into  the  ex- 
travagant, ruinous  fcheme  of  maintaining 
armies  on  the  continent  ? 

The  Marquis  de  St.  Thomas  *,  will  for- 
ward this  exprefs  to  your  Lordfhip  wherever 
you  are,  and,  I  fuppofe,  on  the  receipt  of 
it,  you  will  immediately  repair  to  Turin  ? 

Your  Lordfhip  may  be  allured,  that  in  all 
fituations  either  of  public  or  private  life,  I 
will  live  up  to  the  ftricteft  rules  of  friend-' 
fhip  with  you,  for  whofe  perfon  I  have  the 
warmeft  affection,  and  for  whofe  character  I 
have  the  trueft  efteem.  That  opinion  of 
your  being  in  the  fecret  of  affairs,  which 
your  Lordfhip  thinks  necefTary  to  be  given 
to  the  foreign  Miniflers,  will  of  courfe  fol? 
low  from  the  part  which  you  are  going  to 
a£t.  Our  circumftances  have  been  very  un- 
fortunate, and  in  this  inflance,  among  others, 
that  whilft  you  was  kept  idle  in  a  part  of 
the  world  where  there  was  a  daily  expecla- 

Minifter  of  State  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 

tioq 
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don  of  employing  you,  your  Lordfhip's  af- 
fifhmce  has  been  wanting  in  other  places. 

I  (hall  trouble  you  foon  with  a  longer  let- 
ter, and  fhail  therefore  add  no  more  to  this, 
but  my  fincere  wjmes  for  your  Lordihip's 
welfare,  and  my  aifurances  of  being, 

My  Lord,  your,Lordmip's,.&c. 


De  Monfieur  de  'Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Fontainbleau,  le  28me  Juillet,  1712. 

LES  lettres  que  vous  m'avez  fait  Thon- 
neur  de  m'ecrire  le  12-23016  de  ce  mois, 
confirment  parfaitement  ce  que  vous  avez 
£crit  pre'cedemment  par  ordre  de  la  Reine, 
£  le  Roi  ne  doute  pas,  Monfieur,  que  1'efFet 
ne  fuive  bientot  les  ordres  que  vous  avez  en- 
voyes  a  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne,  fbit  pour  convenir  d'une 
fufpenfion  generale  par  mer  &  par  terre, 
foit  pour  conclure  inceiramment  la  paix  par- 
ticuliere  entre  la  France  &  TAngleterre. 

11  n'y  aura  point  de  motif  plus  preflant 
pour  infpirer  en  fin  a  vos  allies,  I'amour  de 
la  paix  ;  lorfque  le  premier  depit  commence 
ii  s'amortir,  on  fait  ordinairement  des  re- 
flexions 
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flexions  plus  ferieufes  fur  Tavenir,  &  ceux 
qui  s'oppolent  encore  au  retabliffement  de 
la  tranquillite  publique,  ont  aujourd'hui  bien 
de  raifons  qui  devroient  les  guerir  de  cette 
manie. 

Mais  en  attendant  que  les  corrections  font 
leur  effet,  il  eft  tres  neceffaire  4e  connrmer 
&  d'alTurer  folidement,  comme  vous  le  pro- 
pofez,  ce  qui  a  ete  fait  jufqu'a  prefent  pour 
parvenir  a  la  paix  entre  la  France  &  la 
Grande  Bretagne.  Et  comme  la  fuipenfion 
generale  par  mer  &  par  terre  entre  les  deux 
nations  eft  le  premier  pas  a  faire,  le  Roi  con- 
fent  a  tous  les  articles  dont  le  detail  eft  con- 
tenu  dans  votre  lettre. 

Sa  Majefte  approuve  aufli  les  changemens 
que  la  Reine  propofe  de  faire  a  quelques- 
unes  des  conditions  marquees  dans  la  lettre 
que  j'eus  1'honneur  de  vous  ecrire  le  i9me 
de  ce  mois,  &  generalement  toutes  les  ob- 
fervations  que  vous  faites  fur  le  meme  fujet, 
par  ordre  de  fa  Majefte  Britannique  :  ainfi, 
Monfieur,  le  terme  de  dix  femaines,  que 
j'avois  marque  pour  les  prifes  qui  feront  faites 
dans  la  Mer  Mediterranee,  fera  reduit  a  fix 
femaines,  &  Ton  renferm.era  dans  ce  terme 
de  dix  fejnaines  toutes  les  prifes  faites  tant 

depuis 
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depuis  la  Manche,  les  mers  qui  entourent  les 
Ifles  Britanniques,  &  les  Mers  du  Nord 
jufqu'au  Cap  St.  Vincent,  que  depuis  &  au- 
dela  de  ce  Cap  jufqu'a  la  Ligne,  foit  dans 
1'ocean  foit  dans  la  Mer  Mediterranee. 

Vous  jugez  bien,  Monfieur,  que  1'inten- 
tion  du  Roi  n'a  jamais  ete  de  pretendre  que 
la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  s'abftint 
d'envoyer  des  troupes  ou  des  munitions  a 
Gibraltar  &  a  Port  Mahon  ;  elle  fera  cer- 
tainement  plaifir  aux  Portugais  &  aux.Al- 
lemands  de  contribuer  a  les  retirer  de  la  Ca- 
talogue, mais  le  Roi  confent  qu'elle  rende 
encore  cc  bon  office  a  des  allies,  qui  ne  me- 
ritent  gueres  d'ailleurs  la  charite  qu'elle  a 
pour  eux. 

Vous  gagnerez  beaucoup  de  terns,  Sc  vous 
procurerez  un  paffage  commode  a  Monfieur 
le  Due  d'Argyle,  ou  a  tel  autre  Officier  que 
vous  enverrez  en  Efpagne  pour  1'execution 
des  ordres  de  la  Reine,  en  les  faifant  paiFer 
par  la  France;  j'efpere  avoir  I'honneur  de 
voir  ici  celui  que  fa  Majefte  Britannique  de- 
pechera,  &  de  lui  offrir  tous  les  fervices  qui 
dependent  de  moi  pour  la  facilite  de  ion  voy- 
age. 

Le  Roi  envoie  un  courier  en  Efpagne  pour 

informer 


tr 
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informer  le  Roi  Catholique,  de  toutes  les 
mefures  prifes  avec  fa  Majefte  Britannique. 
Vous  pouvez  compter  que  le  blocus  de  Gi- 
braltar fera  leve,  &:  que  la  garnifon  &  les 
marchands  de  cette  ville  auront  une  entiere 
liberte  de  vivre  &  de  negocier  avec  les  Eipag- 
nols. 

Je  m'attends  auffi,  Monfieur,  que  le  Roi 
recevra  inceffamment  le  projet  de  I'a6le  de 
renonciation  que  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  doit  faire 
a  la.  couronne  de  France,  pour  lui  &  pour  fes 
defcendans.  Vous  favez  qu'il  a  declare  a 
ies  confeils,  la  refolution  qu'il  avoit  priie 
fur  ce  fujet  &  qu'elle  a  ete  re9ue  avec  de 
grands  applaudilFemens. 

L'acle  de  renonciation  du  Roi  d'Efpagne 
a  la  couronne  de  France  fera  folennellement 
enregitre,  comme  j'ai  eu  1'honneur  de  vous 
le  mander,  dans  tous  les  Parlemens  du  roy- 
an  me. 

Ce  font,  Monfieur,  les  mefures  que  le 
Roi  a  prifes,  &  comme  vous  favez,  de  con- 
cert avec  la  Reine,  pour  etablir  folidement 
la  feparation  des  monarchies  de  France  & 
d'Efpagne,  &  pour  empecher  qu'elles  ne 
foient  jamais  reunies  fur  la  tete  du  meme 
Prince. 

J'efpere 
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J'efpere  que  le  terme  de  deux  mois  iuffira 
pour  avoir  la  renonciation  du  Roi  d'Efpagne 
&  pour  la  faire  enregitrer  dans  les  Parle- 
mens. 

II  faudra  plus  de  terns  pour  faire  aflembler 
les  Cortes  de  la  Monarchic  d'Efpagne,  mais 
le  principal,  &  meme  I'elfentiel  eft  que  la 
renonciation  du  Roi  Catholique  foit  donnee 
&  enregitree  en  France  dans  les  tribunaux 
ou  elle  doit  demeurer. 

Quant  a  la  prolongation  de  la  fufpenfion 
d'armes,  j'efpere,  Monfieur,  qu'elle  ne  fera 
pas  neceffaire,  &  qu'une  bonne  paix  previ- 
endra  1'expiration  du  terme  de  deux  mois. 
II  faut  lever  au  plutot  toute  incertitude  fur 
le  retabliflement  d'une  parfaite  intelligence 
entre  la  France  &  TAngleterre,  &  Ton  ne 
peut  aflez  promptement  terminer  definitive- 
ment  une  affaire,  dont  la  conclufion  eft  de^ 
iirce  &  regardee  comme  avantageufe  de  part 
&  d'autre. 

En  attendant  qu'elle  puifle  etre  conduite 
a  ce  point,  le  Roi  me  commande  de  vous 
envoyer  vingt  pafleports,  non-feulement  pour 
les  paquet-bots,  que  la  Reine  fouhaite,  avec 
raifon,  d'etablir  des  cette  femaine  de  Dovre 
a  Calais,  mais  encore  pour  d'autres  vaifleaux 
4  Anglois. 
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Anglois  a  qui  votis  jugerez  a-propos  de  les 
diftribuer.  Je  vous  prie  auffi,  Monfieur,  de 
m'envoyer  le  meme  nombre  de  pafleports 
de  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  afin 
que  les  Francois  &  les  Anglois  commencent 
a  jouir  du  bien  de  la  paix,  avant  qu'elle  foil 
encore  achevee. 

Ces  premiers  effets  d'une  bonne  intelli- 
gence feront  peut-etre  ouvrir  les  yeux  aux 
ennemis  du  repos  public,  &  la  crainte  des 
fuites  d'une  correfpondatice  parfaite  peut  les 
rendre  plus  dociles  que  toutes  les  bonnes' 
raifons,  employees  jufqu'a  prefent  inutile- 
ment,  pour  leur  perfuader. 

Le  Roi  juge,  comrae  je  vous  1'ai  deja 
marque,  qu'il  n'y  en  a  point  de  plus  forte, 
que  de  faire  un  bon  ufage  des  villes  que 
vous  occupez  dans  les  Pays-Bas.  Ainfi  fa 
Majeflc  croit  que  bien  loin  de  rappeller  en 
Angleterre  Monfieur  le  Due  d'Ormond,  & 
les  troupes  qu'il  commande,  il  faut  les  laiiTer 
en  Flandres  jufqu'a  ce  que  la  paix  generale 
ibit  faite. 

Les  ordres  du  Roi,  contenans  les  condi- 
tions de  la  fufpenfion,  furent  envoyes  a  Mef- 
fieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires  a  Utrecht  le  i8me 
de  ce  mois ;  le  courier  ordinaire  qui  les  por- 
2  toit 
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toit  jufqu'a  Valenciennes,  quoique  muni 
d'un  pafleport  des  ennemis,  fut  arrete  aupres 
de  cette  ville  par  quelque  houflards  de  1'ar- 
mee  de  Monfeigneur  le  Prince  Eugene ; 
les  lettres  dont  il  etoit  charge  furent  prifes, 
&  comme  elles  n'avoient  pas  encore  ete  ren- 
dues  il  y  a  deux  jours,  ce  retardement  em- 
pechera  que  Meffieurs  les  Plenipotentiaires 
ne  foient  inftriiits  des  intentions  de  fa  Ma- 
jelle,  lorfque  ceux  de  la  Reine  recevront 
les  ordres  que  vous  leur  avez  envoyes. 
J'efpere  que  le  courier  que  le  Roi  me  com- 
mande  de  leur  depecher  aujourd'hui,  paflera 
plus  heureufement,  &  que  ce  retardement 
fera  repare. 

Auffitot  que  la  convention  pour  la  fufpen- 
fion  generale  par  mer  &  par  terre  fera  fignee, 
la  Majefte  expediera  des  batimens  pour  la 
faire  publier  dans  toutes  les  colonies  de 
J'Ameriquei  Elle  compte  auffi,  Monfieufj 
qu'il  en  fera  ufe  de  meme  de  la  part  de  la 
Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 

Apres  vous  avoir  informe  de  tout  ce  que 
le  Roi  veut  faire  pour  la  fatisfa&ion  de  'fa 
Majefte  Britannique,  je  voudrois  pouvoir 
pafler  fous  filence  1'article  qui  regarde  Mon- 
feigneur, le  Due  de  Savoye,  car  il  eftprefque 

VOL.  II.  H  h  impoflibk 
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impoffible  que  les  refus  ne  foient  defagre'- 
ables  &  a  celui  qui  les  fait,  &  a  celui  qui 
les  re9oit.  Je  vous  allure,  Monfieur,  que 
la  Reine  n'y  feroit  pas  expofee,  fi  les  de- 
mandes  qu'elle  fait  en  faveur  de  ce  Prince 
n'etoient  directement  contraires  aux  interets, 
a  la  juftice,  &  a  I'honneur  du  Roi. 

Ce  feroit  ouvrir  le  royaume,  en  donner 
les  clefs  a  Monfeigneur  le  Due  de  Savoye, 
&  laiffer  le  Dauphine  a  fa  difpofition,  que  de 
lui  abandonner  ce  qu'il  demande  au-dela 
du  Rhone,  Brianeon,  (  &  le  fort  Barraux. 
Prenez  la  peine,  Monfieur,  d'examiner  feule- 
ment  la  carte  du  pays,  &  vous  jugerez  vous- 
meme,  ii  fa  Majefte  pourroit,  avec  furete 
pour  fes  provinces,  accorder  de  pareilles  pre- 
teniions. 

II  feroit  contre  la  juftice  de  trannger  du 
bien  de  Monfeigneur  le  Prince  de  Monaco, 
en  ccdant  les  droits  qui  lui  out  toujours  ap- 
partenus  fur  Menton  &  fur  Roquebrune,  6c 
ce  feroit  le  livrer  au  relTentiment  que  Mon- 
lieur  le  Duc-de  Savoye  conferve  depuis  long- 
terns  contre  lui,  que  de  retirer  la  garnifon 
Francoifede Monaco,  au  prejudice  des  traites, 
pour  y  laiifer  entrer  une  garnifon  Piemon- 
-toife,  ^e  donner  a  Monfieur  le  Due"  de  .Sa- 
voye, 


CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.  467 

,  un  moyen  facile  d'exercer  pleinement 
fa  vengeance. 

Outre  ces  confederations,  on  doit  regarder 
Monaco  comme  un  .  pofle  dont  le  Roi  doit 
conferver  la  garde  pour  la  furete  de  la  Pro- 
vence. 

Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye  connoit  trop 
1'importance  de  ces  places  pour  cfperer  que 
fa  Majefte  les  lui  cede  ;  &  je  puis  vous  af- 
furer,  Monfieur,  qu'en  meme-tems  qu'il  les 
reprefente  a  la  Reine  comme  peu  confi- 
derable,  il  n'infifte  pour  les  obtenir,  que 
dans  1'efperance  qu'il  a  que  la  Sicile  lui  fera 
donnee  comme  une  efpece  d'equivalent. 

Mais  vous  favez  quels  font  les  engage - 
meus  du  Roi  avec  I'Ele&eur  de  Baviere,  & 
fa  Majefte  a  trop  bonne  opinion  des  Miniftres 
de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  pour  croire  qu'aucun 
d'eux  la  prefle  d'agir  centre  fa  parole  & 
contre  fbn  honneur.  Elle  a  juge  que  la 
Reine,  inftruite  de  fes  intentions  fur  la  Sicile, 
n'avoit  d'autre  vue  pour  les  avantages  de 
Moniieur  le  Due  de  Savoye,  que  de  le  fubfti- 
tuer,  lui  &  fes  defcendans,  au  Roi  d'Efpagne 
&  aux  defcendans  de  fa  Majefte  Catholique, 
fi  malheureufement  ils  venoient  a  manquer 
dans  la  fuite  de  tems  ;  mais  jamais  le  Roi 

H  h  2  n'a 
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n'a  pu  fe  perfuader  que  le  deffein  de  la  Reine 
fut  d'oter  en  meme-tems,  a  I'Ele&eur  de  Ba- 
viere les  Pays-Bas  que  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  lui 
a  cedes,  &  le  royaume  de  Sicile  que  fa  Ma- 
jefte regardoit  comme  un  dedommagement 
de  ces  provinces.  Si  FElecleur  etoit  oblige 
de  les  abandonner  pour  le  bien  de  la  paix, 
il  eft  egalement  de  TinteVet  de  la  France  & 
de  1'Angleterre,  que  le  royaume  de  Sicile  ne 
rctombe  pas  au  pouvoir  de  la  maifon  d'Au- 
triche,  mais  il  eft  de  Fhonneur  du  Roi  que 
I'Eledieur  de  Baviere  foit  dedommage,  &:  fa 
Majefte  y  eft  obligee  par  les  engagemens 
qu'elle  a  pris  avec  ce  Prince. 

II  faut  done  de  deux  chofes  1'une  :  ou  que 
I'Elecleur  de  Baviere  obtienne,  par  la  paix, 
la  propriete  &  la  pofleffion  des  Pays-Bas, 
tels  qu'ils  lui  ont  ete  cedes  par  le  Roi  d'Ef- 
pagne, outre  la  reftitution  de  fon  eleclorat, 
ou  bien  que  le  royaume  de  Sicile  lui  foit 
donne  comme  un  equivalent  des  Pays-Bas. 

Dans  le  premier  cas,  le  Roi  fe  feroit  fort 

d'obtenir  du  Roi  d'Efpagne  la  ceffion  de  la 

Sicile  en  faveur  de  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Sa- 

-voye.     Sans  cettc  condition,  fa  Majefte  eft 

engagee  a  procurer  la  Sicile  a  1'Eledeur, 

comme 
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comme  elle  s'en  eft  expliquee  il  y  a  long- 
terns  a  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne. 
i  Si  vous  dites,  Monfieur,  qu'il  n'eft  pas  au 
pouvoir  de  fa  Majefte  Britannique  d'alFurer 
les  Bays-Bas  a  TElefteur  de  Baviere,  vous 
me  permettrez  de  vous  repondre,  que  ce 
Prince  eft  deja^  maitre  de  Luxembourg,  de 
Namur,  de  Charleroy,  &  de  Nieuport ;  que 
Monfieur  le  Due  d' Ormonde  eft  en  Flan- 
dres  avec  une  bonne  armee  ;  qu'il  ne  tient 
qu'a  la  Reine  d'avoir  des  troupes  dans  Gand 
&  dans  Bruges,  comme  elle  en  a  deja  dans 
Dunkerque.  Que  TEleeleur  de  Baviere  con- 
ientira  volontjers  de  voir  ces  places  gardees 
par  les  troupes  Angloifes. 

Ainfi,  la  Sicile  ieroit  donnee  a  Monfieur 
Je  Due  de  Savoye ;  mais  il  eft  necefiaire  de 
vous  avertir  que  Tincertitude  de  la  deftinee 
de  ce  royaume,  doniie  prefentement  a  la 
maifon  d'Autriche  de  nouvelles  armes  pour 
le  fa  ire  foulever. 

L'agitation  eft  grande  dans  cette  ile  ;  & 
les  Siciliens,  actuellement  inquiets,  fe  porte- 
ront  facilement  a  quelque  reiolution  favor- 
able aux  Allemands,  fi  Tonne  decide  prompte- 
ment  du  Prince  a  qui  ce  royaume  doit  ap- 
partenir. 

H  h  3  Vous 
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Vous  jugerez  aifement,  Monfieur,  que, 
les  chofes  en  cet  etat,  je  ne  pourrai  rie.ii 
ecrire  a  Turin  par  le  courier  que  vous  de- 
vez  faire  paffer  par  la  France.  II  y  auroit, 
ce  me  femble,  d'autres  avantages  a  pr.ocu- 
rer  a  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye,  du  cote 
du  Milanes,  &  Topiniatrete  de  la  Cour  de 
Vienne  devroit  y  donner  lieu.  Songez-y,  s'il 
vous  plait,  fongez  auffi  que  la  Reine  a  deja 
beaucoup  fait  pour  des  allies  ingrats,  qu'il 
feroit  de  fa  gloire  de  contribuer  au  bonheur 
d'un  Prince  plein  de  merite  tel  que  1'Elec- 
teur  de  Baviere,  &  dont  la  reconnoiffance 
egalera  certainement  les  bienfaits  qu'il  re^ 
cevra. 

Je  vous  demande  pardon  d'ime  auffi  longue 
lettre,  &  je  vous   prie  de  croire  qu'on   ne 
peut  etre  plus  abfolument  que  je  fuis, 
Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 


De  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 

MONSIEUR, 

A  Fontainbleau,  le  28me  Juillct,  1712. 
COMME  on  ne  peut  finir  trop  promptq- 
ment  les  affaires  dont  la  conclufion  eft  egale- 
4-  ment 
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ment  fouhaitee  de  part  &  d'autre,  le  Roi  a 
juge  que  ce  feroit  uri  moyeii  d'abreger  1'af- 
faire  de  la  fufpeniion,  que  de  vous  envoyer  le 
traite  tout  dreiTe,  &  que  la  Majefte  m'a  com- 
mande  de  ligner.  Si  la  Reine  approuve  cet 
expedient,  elle  aura  la  bonte  de  dormer  fes 
ordres  pour  le  faire  figner  auffi  en  fon  nom. 
Ainfi,  Moniieur,  je  vous  envoyerois  la  rati- 
fication du  Roi  fur  Texemplaire  que  je  re- 
cevrois  de  vous,  par  le  retour  du  courier 
que  je  vous  depeche,  &  par  ce  moyen,  on 
avanceroit  de  pluiieurs  jours  la  publication 
5c  1'execution  de  la  fufpeniion. 

Le  Roi  laifle,  done,  a  la  Reine  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne  a  decider  fi  ce  traite  doit 
etre  figne  de  la  maniere  que  je  vous  le  pro- 
pofe,  ou  bien-ya  Utrecht.  Je  crois  que  vous 
ne  trouverez  pas  de  difficulte  fur  les  condi- 
tions, car  j'ai  fuivi  tres  exaclement  ce  que 
vous  avez  pris  la  peine  de  m'ecrire  par  votre 
derniere  lettre. 

Je  vous  fupplie  de  croire  que  je  nils, 
Moniieur,  votre,  &c. 

DE  TOJ^CY. 

J'ai  laifTe  en  blanc  Tefpace  de  terns  que 
(loit  durer  la  fufpeniion,  le  Roi  remettant  a 

H  h  4  la 
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la  Reine  de  le  remplir.  II  paroit  cependant 
neceflaire  d'obferver,  qu'une  fufpenfion  de 
deux  mois  feulement  n'auroit  point  de ,  rap^ 
port  avec  les  termes  qu'on  ftipule  pour  la 
reftitution  reciproque  des  effets  qui  feront 
pris  fur  mer.  Si  la  Reine  veut  que  le  traite 
que  je  vous  envoie,  Monfieur,  foit  figne  a 
Londres,  ainfi  que  le  Roi  m'a  commande 
de  le  figner  ici,  je  vous  fupplie,  outre  1'ex* 
emplaire  que  je  vous  demande  pour  y  mettre 
ma  fignature,  de  m'envoyer  auffi,  en  meme- 
tems,  la  ratification  de  fa  Majefte  Britan- 
nique ;  auffi-tot  que  je  1'aurai  re£ue,  je  vous 
cnverrai  la  ratification  du  Roi  par  un  cou- 
rier. 


De  Monfieur  de  Ttrey. 

Fontainbleau,  le  aSme  Juillet,  1712. 
JE  n'ai  pas  voulu,  Monfieur,  meler  dans 
les  lettres  d'afFaire  le  compliment  tres  fincere 
que  je  vous  fais  fur  la  juflice  que  la  Reine  a 
bien  voulu  faire  aux  fervices  importants  que 
vous  lui  rendez.  J'ofe  vous  allurer  que  per- 
fonne  n'y  fauroit  etre  plus  fenfible  que  je 
fuis,  &  ne  fouhaite  d'avantage  que  cette 
grace  foit  fuivie  de  toutes  les  recompences 
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que  vons  meritez.  Vous  le  devez  attendre> 
Monfieur,  d'une  PrincefTe  auffi  eclairee,  qui 
connoit  auffi  parfaitement  votre  zele  pour  fa 
gloire,  &  votre  capacite. 

Je  vous  fupplie  auffi  de  croire  que  je  m'in- 
terefTerai  toujours  a  votre  fatisfaclion, 
veritablement  que  je  fuis, 

Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 
DE 


J?efpere  que  Monfieur  Calandrin  me  ren- 
drajuftice  aupresde  vous,  Monfieur.  II  iait 
que  je  n'omets  rien  pour  faire  terminer  fes 
affaires  ;  il  fait  auffi,  qu'on  efl  bien  difpofe 
a  lui  faire  plaifir,  &  j'efpere  qu'enfin  les 
efFets  repondront  aux  bonnes  intentions. 


A  Monfieur  de  Torcy. 

De  Whitehall,  ce  2ime  Juillet,  1712. 
ON  ne  peut  pas  etre  plus  fenfible  que  je 
iuis,  Monfieur,  a  toutes  vos  bontes,  &  je  vous 
rends  mes  tres  humbles  graces,  de  ce  que 
vous  prenez  fi  obligeamment  part  a  Thon- 
neur  que  la  Reine  vient  de  me  faire. 

II  n'y  a  rien  que  je  fouhaite  plus  que  de 
meriter  votre  eftime,  &  de  la  maniere  dont 

Jc 
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je  fuis  fait,  1'amitie  d'un  homme  commc 
vous,  me  fera  plus  chere  que  tous  les  titres 
du  monde.  C'eft  de  quoi  je  vous  prie  d'etre 
perfuade  auffi-bien  que  de  'la  verite  avec 
laquelle  je  fais  profeffion  d'etre,  Monneur, 

Votre^  &c. 

B. 

Monfieur  Calandrin  eft  trop  heureux  d'a- 
voir  trouve  un  protecteur  auffi  genereux  & 
aufli  puiflant  que  vous.  Son  coeur  eft  pe- 
netre  de  toutes  vos  boates,  J'eipere  qu'erifin 
les  effets  repondront  a  vos  bonnes  intentions  ; 
ce  qu'il  y  a  de  fur,  c'eft  que  je  vous  en  aurai 
line  obligation  eternelle. 


A  Monfieur  de  Tcrcy. 


A  Whitehall,  ce  21  me  Juillet,  iyi2? 
J'AI  re$u  hierau  foir,  par  la  Vigne,  1'hon- 
neur  de  votre  lettre  du  28me  de  ce  mois, 
N.S.  Comme  j'allois  dans  ce  terns  a  la 
cour,  j'ai  voulu  y  mener  avec  moi  1'Abbe 
Gaultier,  afin  qu'il  put  voir  lui-meme  1'efFet 
qu'elle  produiroit. 

Je  vous  puis  afTurer,    Monfieur,  que  ja- 
•  .  mais 
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mais  lettre  n'a  produit  deux  efFets  plus  dif- 
ferents. 

La  Reine  a  vu  avec  la  plus  grande  fatif- 
fadlion  du  monde  que  la  iufpenfion  d'armes 
etoit  reglee,  &  pouvoit  etre  dans  peu  de  jours 
publiee,  ce  qu'elje  regarde  comme  le  moyen 
le  plus  efficace  de  rendre  particulierement 
les  Etats-Generaux  dociles,  &  d'augmenter 
dans  cc  pays-.ci  le  nombre  de  ceux  qui  fou- 
haitent  la  paix  :  de  1'autre  cote  fa  Majefte  a 
vu  avec  beaucoup  de  furprife  &  de  regret, 
que  le  Roi  Tres  Chretien  iniifte  a  1'heure 
qu'il  eft,  ou  que  les  Pays-Bas  Catholiques 
foient  cedes  au  ci-devant  Elecleur  de  Ba- 
viere,  ou  que  ce  Prince  foit  fait  Roi  dc 
Sicile, 

La  premiere  propofition  ne  peut  avoir 
lieu  ;  puifque  dans  les  ofFres  que  vos  Mi- 
niftres  ont  faites  a  Utrecht,  &  dans  le  plan 
de  la  paix  generale  que  vous  avez  drefle  fur 
ce  qui  s'efl  pafTe  entre  Meffieurs  les  Plenipo- 
tentiaires  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  &  ceux  de 
la  France,  il  eft  dit,  que  les  Pays-Bas  Ca- 
tholiques, hors  ce  qui  en  reftera  au  Roi,  & 
1'exception  de  Gueldre,  appartiendront  en 
propriete  a  la  maifon  d'Autriche  ;  &  puifqu'il 
faudroit  abfolumci^t  recornmencer  une  nou- 

vele 
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velle  guerre  pour  obliger  les  Imperiaux  &  les 
Hollanders  a  y  confentir. 

Le    ci-devant   Elecleur   de    Baviere   eft 
maitre  de  Luxembourg,  de  Namur,  de  Char- 
leroi,  &  de  Nieuport,    il  ne  tient  qu'a    la 
Reine  d'avoir  des  troupes  dans  Gand,  &  dans 
Bruges ;    mais,    Monfieur,   les  Etats-Gene- 
ranx  font  en  porleffion  de  tout  le  refte  de  ces 
provinces :  Tarmee  des  allies  eft  tres  confi- 
derable,  tant  par  le  nombre  que  par  la  bonte 
de    fes  troupes,  &;  1'echec   qu'elle  vient  de 
recevoif  au  camp  de  Denain,  ne  la  mettra 
pas   hors    d'etat  de  defendre    les  conquetes 
qu'elle  a  faites,  quaud  elle  etoit  renforcee  & 
foutenue  par  la  Reine.     Enfin,  Monfieur,  il 
ne  convient  ni  a  1'honneur  ni  aux  interets  de 
fa  Majefte  de  faire  la  guerre  contre  fes  aU 
lies,  tout  ingrats  qu'ils  aient  etc,  en  faveur 
d'un  Prince  dont  elle   a   plaint  le  fort,  & 
pour  lequel  elle  croit  avoir  affez  fait  en  pro- 
mettant  d'infifter  que  par  le  traite  de  paix, 
une  partie  de  fes   etats,  qu'il  a  tous  perdus 
par  les  armes,  lui  foit  rendue. 

La  feconde  proportion  a  ete  a  la  verite 

faite  dans  le  plan  dont  je  viens   de  parler, 

mais  la  Reine,  bien  loin  d'y  confentir,  n'a 

jamais  pu  fe  perfuader  que  cet  article  feroit 

2  capable 
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capable  d'accrocher  la  r  negociation.  Vous 
me  renvoyez,  Monfieur,  a  la  carte,  fur  uu 
autre  fujet :  perrnettez-moi,  s'il  vous  plait., 
de  vous  y  renvoyer  fur  celui-ci.  Jettez-y 
feulement  Tceil,  &  vous  ne  [manquerez  pas 
de  tomber  d'accord  qu'il  y  a  uue  tres  grande 
incompatibilite  dans  la  proportion  de  don- 
iier  au  meme  Prince,  le  royaume  de  Sicile 
&  I'eleclorat  de  Baviere  ;  irne  telle  difpofition 
cauferoit  des  jaloufies  continuelles,  &  devien- 
droit  une  fource  de  difputes  &  de  querelles 
particulieremententreces  nations  dont  1'union 

t  x 

etroite  &  1'amitie  indifToluble  font  leg  points 
de  vue  auxquels  nous  avons  dirige  nos  me- 
fures  depuis  fi  long-terns. 

Les  Miniftres  de  la  Reine  font  bien 
eloignes  de  fouhaiter  que  le  Roi  agi(Te  contre 
fa  parole,  &  contre  fon  honneur;  mais,  Mon* 
fieur,  apres  avoir  fait  pour  fon  allie  tous  les 
efforts  qu'il  pent  raiibnnablement  exiger,  il 
faut  faire  quelque  chofe  pour  I'amour  de  la 
paix,  &  il  faut  que  1'interet  d'un  particulier 
cede  a  1'interet  general  de  1'Europe.  Vous 
fentirez,  fans  doute,  la  force  de  cet  argu- 
ment, puifque  vous  n*ignorez  pas  que  cette 
ftegociation  a  ete  comtnencee  &  continuee 
fur  la  fuppofition  que  la  Reine  devoit  fc  re- 

lachei 
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l&cher  de  plufieurs  conditions  qu'a  la  rigUetif 
elle  etoit  obligee  de  procurer  pour  fes  allies; 

Je  ne  vons  ennuierai  plus,  Monfieur,  par 
de  longs  raifonnemens.  Vous  voyez  auffi- 
bien  que  moi,  de  quelle  confequence  il  eft 
dans  la  conjoncture  prefente,  que  la  paix  foit 
faite  entre  la  Grande  Bretagne,  la  France,  & 
FEfpagne.  Les  fages  difpofitions  de  la  Pro- 
.  vidence  ont  rendu  praticable  ce  qu'on  n'au- 
roit  pas  ofe  efperer  il  y  quelque  terns ;  fer- 
vons-nous  de  Toccafion,  &  ne  perdons  pas 
le  fruit  de  tous  nos  travaux. 

II  y  auroit  beaucoup  a  dire  fur  la  barrierev 
demandee  par  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye. 
Sa  Majefte  eft  perfuadee  que  la  France  ne 
peut  avoir  Hen  a  craindre  de  ce  Prince  ; 
mais  il  eft  evident  qu'a  moins  qu'on  ne  lui 
a  deja  offert,  il  y  aura  beaucoup  a  craindre 
pour  lui.  La  Reine  eft  bien  eloignee  de 
vouloir  1'aggrandir  du  cote  de  la  France,  & 
aux  depens  de  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chretienne  ; 
elle  ne  veut  que  fa  furete,  &  elle  ne  doute 
point  que  cette  furete  ne  puifle  etre  etablie 
a  la  fatisfaclion  reciproque  du  Roi  &  de  fon 
Altefle  Royale,  dans  le  traite  de  paix  qui  fe 
fera  avec  elle,  auquel  traite  la  difcuffiou 
ulterieure  de  ces  points  pcut  etre  renvoyee ; 

mais, 
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mais,  Monfteur,  j'ai  ordre  de  vous  dire  que 
la  Reine  ne  veut  pas  en  atocune  £39011  fe 
departir  de  ce  qu'elle  a  propofe  au  Roi  dans 
ma  lettre  du  17  &  18  de  ce  mois,  V.S.  tou- 
chant  le  droit  de  Ton  AltelFe  Royale,  apres 
le  Roi  Philippe  &  fes  defcendans,  a  la  cou- 
ronne  d'Efpagne  &  des  Indes  ;  &  touchant 
la  ceflion  immediate  du  royaume  de  Sicile 
a  fa  dite  Altelle  Royale,  elle  infifte  &  elle 
infiftera  toujours  la-defTus ;  &  apres  tout  ce 
qu'elle  a  fait,  &  tout  ce  qu'elle  doit  faire 
pour  afliirer  la  conclufion  de  la  paix  gene- 
rale,  elle  croit  devoir  s'attendre  a  une  telle 
facilite  de  la  part  de  fa  Majefte  Tres  Chre- 
tienne. 

Vous  m'avez  fouvent  repete,  Moniieur, 
qu'il  n'y  a  point  de  terns  a  perdre :  j'en 
tombe  d'accord  avec  vous;  mais  nous  eii 
perdrons,  &  nous  continuerons  a  en  perdre, 
juiqu'a  ce  que  ce  point  foit  regie.  Nos  Ple- 
nipotentiaires  a  Utrecht  refteront  dans  Tin- 
action  ;  le  voyage  du  Due  d'Argyle,  qui  de- 
voit  partir  pour  1'Efpagne,  &  concerter  avec 
vous  en  y  paffant  les  moyens  necefTaires  pour 
finir  tout  d'un  coup  la  guerre  dans  ce  pays- 
la,  fera  diftere ;  les  ordres  qui  devoient 
etre  envoyes  demain  a  Monfieur  le  Cheva- 
lier 
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Her  Jennings,  qui  commande  la  flotte  de  fa 
Majefte  dans  la  Mediterranee,  feront  remis  a 
une  autre  fois ;  &  enfin  ce  tranfport  de 
troupes  de  la  cote  de  Genes  en  Catalogne^ 
dont  vous  vous  plaignez,  fe  continuera. 

J'attendrai  avec  impatience  |le  retour  de 

la  Vigne,  renvoyez-le  s'il  vous  plait,  Mon- 

-  fieur,   avec  la  derniere  diligence,  afia  que 

nous  fachions  de  part  &  d'autre  a  quoi  nous 

tenir. 

II  ne  feroit  nullement  a-propos  que  les 
depeches,  dont  mon  courierqui  partit  d'ict 
Samedi  pafle,  etoit  charge,  allaffent  a  Turin,- 
c*eft  pourquoi,  Monlieur,  je  vous  fupplie  de 
lui  faire  rendre  1'ordre  ci-inclus,  en  cas  que 
vous  1'ayez  retenu  j  &  fi  par  malheur  il  eut 
continue  fon  voyage,  ayez  la  bonte  d'en- 
voyer  le  meme  ordre  apres  lui  par  un  de 
vos  couriers,  qui  fachant  la  langue,  &  con- 
noifTant  mieux  la  route,  ne  manquefa  pas  dc 
Tattraper. 

Vous  avez  raiibn,  Monfieur,  quand  vous 
dites  qu'il  eft  impoffible  que  le  refus  ne  foit 
defagreable  &  a  celui  qui  les  fait  &^a  celui 
qui  les  re^oit.  Je  n'ai  jamais  re9u  de  lettre 
qui  m'a  fait  plus  de  peine  que  celle  qui  m'a 

tto 
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etc  reudue  hier  de  votre  part,  &  je  vous 
allure  que  je  n'en  ai  jamais  ecrite  avec  moins 
de  plaifir  que  celle-ci.  Je  fuis, 

Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 

B. 


To  the  Duke  ofQrmond. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  July  23rd,  1712. 

THE  other  difpatch  contains  fuch  matters 
of  bulinefs,  as  I  am  dire&ed  to  write  to 
your  Grace  upon ;  this  private  letter  comes 
only  to  return  you  my  moft  humble  thanks 
for  your  obliging  compliment.  I  am  like 
a  man  on  a  chefs-board,  and  her  Majefty 
may  remove  me  as  me  thinks  befl  for  her 
game.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  I  did  the 
beft  fervice  I  could  ;  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
my  zeal  will  be  the  fame  ;  but  that  to  me  is 
a  new  world,  and  I  hope  my  friends  will 
mow  me  the  way  in  it.  Lady  Tug  has  a 
great  deal  of  merit,  and  for  her  fake,  I  hope 
a  favourable  report  from  your  Grace  will 
procure  a  favourable  anfwer  from  the 
Queen. 

VOL.  II.  I  i  I  never 
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I  never  doubted  Mr.  Rofs  *,  he  is  a  man 
of  honour,  and  I  have  taken  occafion,  from 
your  Grace's  letter,  to  do  him  juftice  to 
the  Queen,  who  will  be  brought,  I  hope,  at 
laft,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  may  make  the 
army  her  own.  Nothing  can  contribute 
more  to  this  end  than  juft  diftinclions,  and 
fleady  management.  I  am  ever,  with  the 
trueft  refpecl,  your  Grace's,  &c. 


7*  the  Earl  of  Str afford. 
MY  LofcD, 

Whitehall,  July  23rd,  1712* 
I  OWN  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  your  let-' 
ter  of  the  26th,  brought  me  by  Barton  from 
the  army,  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  uneali- 
nefs. 

I  do  fo  much  juftice  to  your  merit  *  upon 
every  occafion,  and  have  a  heart  fo  warm 
with  zeal  for  your  fervice,  and  affection  to 
your  perfon,  that  whenever  you  feem  but  to 
doubt  thereof,  or  to  take  umbrage  at  any 
loofe  expreflion  which  falls,  perhaps  too  neg- 

*  Lieutenant-general  Rofs,  foon  afterwards  appointed  Am- 
baflkdor  to  VerfaiUes. 

ligently, 
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ligently,  from  my  pen,  I  own  I  am  thorough- 
ly mocked.  You  and  I,  my  Lord,  have 
been  fellow -labourers  in  the  moft  necefTary, 
but  at  the  fame  timej  the  nioft  difficult  and 
perilous  negociation,  that  has  ever  been  car- 
ried on.  I  flatter  myfelf  that  you  have  dif- 
covered  conftancy  in  my  proceedings,  and 
firmnefs  and  fincerity  in  my  temper.  Depend 
upon  it,  the  fame  character  (hall  be  fupport- 
ed  by  me  in  my  private  life,  and  I  wil)  be 
as  refolutely  true  to  the  intereft  of  my  friend, 
as  to  that  of  my  country; 

Your  merit  in  all  the  late  tranfaclions  at 
fche  armVj  every  creature  fees  and  acknow- 
ledges ;  and  I  need  not  mention  the  reafbn 
why  I  was  much  more  careful  in  penning 
my  compliment  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond* 
than  to  your  Lordmip  :  but  enough  of  this  ; 
be  afluredj  once  for  all,  that  in  me  you  have 
a  faithful  fervant,  and  that  no  danger,  no 
actual  misfortune,  could  be  able  to  feparate 
me  from  your  Lordmip. 

I  am  to  thank  you,  my  Lord,  for  the  very 
kind  part  which  you  took  in  the  honour 
her  Majefty  was  lately  pleafed  to  confer  upon 
itie.  It  would  ill  become  the  friendship  I 
profefs  to  you,  if  I  did  not  naturally  own 

I  i  2  what 
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what  pafTes  in  my  foul  upon  this  fubjecl,  and 
confefs  to  you,Vhat  I  will  do  to  no  one  elfe, 
that  my  promotion  was  a  mortification  to 
me.  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  I  may  fay, 
that  I  was  at  the  head  of  bufinefs,  and  I 
muft  have  continued  fo,  whether  I  had  been 
in  court  or  out  of  court.  There  was  there- 
fore nothing  to  flatter  my  ambition  in  re^ 
moving  me  from  thence,  but  giving  me  the 
title  which  had  been  many  years  in  my  fa- 
mily, and  which  reverted  to  the  crown  about 
a  year  ago,  by  the  death  of  the  lafl  of  the 
elder  houfe  *.  To  make  me  a  peer  was  no 
great  qompliment,  when  fo  many  others 
were  forced  to  be  made  to  gain  a  ftrength 
in  Parliament ;  and  fince  the  Queen  wanted 
me  below  ftairs  in  the  laft  feffion,  me  could 
do  no  lefs  than  make  me  a  Vifcount,  or  I 

*    !•  '  M     f:  '-.  LJ-^  11'  '    "    J  f''  '  I       '  '"  •  t  '    " 

muft  have  come  in  the  rear  of  feveral  whom 
1  was  not  born  to  follow.  Thus  far,  there 
feems  to  be  nothing  done  for  my  fake,  or 
as  a  mark  of  favour  to  me  in  particular ; 
and  yet  farther,  her  Majefty  would  not  go 
without  a  force,  which  never  mail  be  ufed 
by  me.  1  own^to  you  that  1  felt  more 
indignation  than  ever  in  my  life  I  had  done  ; 

*  The  Earldom,  granted  in  1624,  and  exiinft  1711. 

and 
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and  the  only  consideration  which  kept  me 
from  running  to  extremities,  was  that  which 
fhould  have  inclined  fomebody  to  ufe  me 
better  *.  I  knew  that  any  appearance  of 
breach  between  myfelf  and  the  Lord  Trea- 
furer,  would  give  our  common  enemies  fpi- 
rit,  and  that  if  I  declined  ferving  at  this 
conjuncture,  the  home  part  of  the  bufmefs 
would,  at  leaft  for  fome  time,  proceed  but 
lamely.  To  friendship  therefore,  and  the 
public  good,  if  I  may  be  pardoned  fo  vain 
an  expreffion,  I  facrificed  my  private  refent- 
ment,  and  remain  clothed  with  as  little  p£ 
the  Queen's  favour  as  me  could  contrive  to 
beftow. 

The  other  difpatch  contains  all  that  can 
ferve  to  give  your  Lordmip  light  into  our 
prefent  fituation.  I  mail  therefore  fay  no 
more  upon  that  head  but  this,  that  it  appears 
evidently  to  be  the  intereft  of  the  Queen, 
as  -well  as  of  France,  to  make  ufe  of  the  ill- 
behaviour  of  the  allies,  and  to  fettle  our 
affairs  before  they  come  to  cry  peccavitnus,- 

*  Harley,  in  his  Brief  Account,  fays,  when  the  creation  of 
Peers  took  place,  December,  1711,  it  was  propofed  to  the  Se- 
cretary that  if  he  would  be  content  to  remain  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  that  feflion,  her  Majefty  would  create  him  a  Peer, 
and  that  he  ftiould  not  lofe  his  rank. 

I i  3  and 
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and  to  beg  the  Queen's  interceflion,  whipfy 
me  cannot  refufe  without  reluclancy,  nor 
grant  without  prejudice. 

It  is  a  melancholy  confederation  that  the 
laws  of  our  country  are  too  weak  to  punifh 
effectually  thofe  factious  fcribblers,  who  pre- 
fume  to  blacken  the  brighteft  characters, 
and  to  give  even  fcurrilous  language  to  thofe 
who  are  in  the  firft  degrees  of  honour.  This, 
my  Lord,  among  others,  is  a  fymptom  of 
the  decayed  condition  of  our  government, 
and  ferves  to  fhow  how  fatally  we  miflake 
licentioufnefs  for  liberty.  All  I  could  do 
was  to  take  up  Hurt,  the  printer,  to  fend 
him  to  Newgate,  and  to  bind  him  over  upr 
on  bail  to  be  profecuted  ;  this  I  have  done, 
and  if  I  can  arrive  at  legal  proof  againft  the 
author,  Ridpath,  he  mall  have  the  fame  treat^ 


The 

*  Hurt  was  bailed  ;  Redpath,  the  editor  of  the  Flying  Poft, 
was  taken  up  a  few  days  after.  It  appears  by  a  letter  of  the 
former,  that  to  make  his  peace  with  Government,  he  promifed 
to  fend  the  communications  he  Ihould  icceive  from  the  coun- 
try 4  to  the  Secretary's  office.  In  the  following  year,  a  Mr.. 
Bonet  offered  propolals  for  a  patent  to  the  following  effect  :  to 
have  the  fole  liberty  of  printing  all  advertifements,  except 
fuch  as  (hall  be  printed  in  the  London  Gazette  ;  he  alledges 
that  the  profit  anting  from  advertifements,  is  the  great  en- 
couragement to  printers  of  newfpapers,  and  that  if  that  bene- 
fit were  taken  from  them,  moft  of  them  would  ceafe  to  print, 
by  which  means  a  great  deal  of  fcandalous  reflections,  &c. 

would 


- 
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The  Queen  went  yefterday  to  Hampton 
Court,  and  I  think  goes  this  day  to  Wind- 
for.  She  is  in  perfect  health  ;  God  grant 
fhe  may  long  continue  fo  :  for  my  own  part, 
I  fee  nothing  but  confufion  after  her.  Mr. 
Harley  is  very  fparing  of  his  letters,  but  by 
what  he  does  write,  I  do  not  perceive  that 
he  makes  any  great  progrefs  in  couching 
the  eyes  of  the  blindeft  Court  in  Europe. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Lord,  1  am,  and  ever  will 
be,  unalterably,  your  Lordfhip's  mofl  humble 
and  mofl  obedient  fervant. 


70  the  Lord  Privy  Seal. 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  July  23rd,  1712, 

I  MOST  heartily  thank  your  Lordmip 
for  the  favourable  thoughts  which  you  are 
pleafed  to  entertain  of  me,  and  for  the  part 
you  take  in  the  honour  which  her  Majefty 
has  lately  done  me.  I  knew  a  little  of  the  . 
Houfe  of  Commons,  but  the  Houfe  of  "Lords 
is  a  new  fcene,  and  I  mufl  hope  for  the 

would  be  prevented.  He  propofes  to  print  every  day  a  paper 
called  the  Daily  Advertifer,  the  price  of  each  advertifement 
§s.  6d.  viz.  is.  for  the  duty,  and  2$.  6d.  for  the  publisher.  Bo-* 
net's  paper  is  dated  I9th  Auguft,  1713. 

Ii4  charitable 
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charitable  affiflance  of  my  friends  and  fel* 
low  fervants  to  guide  me  through  it.    , 

Your  Lordfhip  will  very  well  underftand, 
by  what  is  faid  in  my  public  difpatch,  the 
fenfe  of  the  Queen  in  relation  to  her  allies, 
and  in  relation  to  the  utility  of  making  her 
peace,  without  flaying  till  they  repent,  and 
fhe  confequently  become  again  embarrafTed 
by  their  pretenfions. 

It  is,  my  Lord,  moft  certain,  that  if  we 
take  advantage  of  the  unjurKfiable  conduct 
of  thefe  Princes,  and  make  a  faving  of  all 
the  arrears  due  to  them,  as  well  as  the  grow- 
ing pay  of  their  troops,  we  fhall  open  the 
next  feflion  in  fo  popular  a  manner,  as  to 
render  it  extremely  fhort  and  eafy.  Where- 
as, mould  we  yield  to  pay  thefe  demands, 
we  mall  involve  ourfelves  in  great  difficul- 
ties, and  occafion  among  our  bell  and  fureft 
friends  infinite  difcontent, 

I  confefs  to  your  Lordfliip  that  there  is 
another  reafon,  which  has  very  great  weight 
with  me,  and  the  fame  with  my  Lord 
Treafarer,  why  we  mould  take  advantage  of 
what  has  happened  at  the  army,  and  ftick  tos 
the  declaration  made  in  the  Queen's  name 
to  the  foreign  Minifters,  and  that  is  this : 

among 
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among  other  misfortunes  brought  upon  us  by 
the  fanguine  manner  in  which  we  began  this 
war,  and  the  rafh  defperate  councils  which 
carried  it   on,   there  is   none   greater  than 
many  impolitic,  nay,  even  contradictory,  en- 
gagements and  guaranties,  wherein  the  Crown 
was  from  time  to  time  fcandaloufly  dipped, 
in  order  to  get  over  fuch  as  arofe,  and  re- 
lated more  to  other  people  than  to  us ;  or  in 
order  to  raife  the  reputation,  and  increafe 
the  profit  of  particular  men,  at  the  expence 
of  pawning  the  crown,  which  I  take  fome- 
what  more  infamous  than  ftealing  it,  as  Blood 
attempted  to  do.  Now,  my  Lord,  the  higher 
the  Queen's  refentment  is  at  this  time  car- 
ried,   the   longer  me  holds7,  off  from  being 
pacified,  the  better  opportunity  me  has  to 
free  herfelf  from  thefe  {hackles,  and  parti- 
cularly to  put  herfelf  on  a  foot  of  purfuing, 
as  to  the  Northern  affairs,  the  true  intereft 
of  Britain,  of  the  Proteftant  caufe,  and  in- 
deed of  Europe. 

I  only  touch  thefe  things,  I  need  fay  no 
more  to  one  who  knows  them  fo  well  as 
your  Lordfhip,  and  I  hope  you  will  excufe 
me  from  faying  fo  much. 

Surely,  my  Lord,  what  you  did  towards 
5  moderating 
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moderating  the  duties  on  the  four  fpecies  can 
have  no  ill  erFecl,  and  muft  have  the  fame 
good  one  as  the  reft  of  your  conduct  finge 
you  have  been  in  Holland  will  have,  that, 

mean,  of  throwing  thofe  mad  politicians 
fo  much  more  in  the  wrong. 

I  hope  the  courier  difpatched  with  my 
Jaft  letter  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy,  will  re-r 
turn  on  Saturday ;  my  opinion  is,  he  will 
bring  us  a  fatisfaclory  anfwer,  and  in  this 
cafe,  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  will  imme- 
diately take  place,  and  I  hope  our  peace 
will  be  immediately  figned.  I  am,  &c. 


To  Mr.  Harley. 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  July  23rd,  1712. 

YOUR  letter  of  the  21  ft,  N.S.  came  to 
my  hands  on  the  I9th,  O.S.  by  Couchman, 
and  her  Majefty  is  very  well  pleafed  to  find 
the  Electoral  family  fo  juft  to  her,  as  to  ac- 
knowledge in  a  manner  becoming  them,  her 
care  of  their  intereft.  I  am  forry  to  hear, 
but  not  furprized,  that  the  Elector's  an- 
fwers,  when  he  condefcends  to  give  any, 
concerning  the  peace,  are  fuch  as  his  Mini- 

fter 


CORRESPONDENCE,   &G.  491 

fter  ufed  to  honour  me  with.  It  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  he  will  not  long  refift  that  conr 
viction,  which  the  truth  you  do  not  fail  to 
tell  him  carries  along  with  it.  But  be  that 
as  it  will,  her  Majefty  purfues,  and  will- 
continue  to  purfue  the  true  intereft,  fo  long 
neglected,  and  even  facrificed,  of  her  own 
kingdoms  in  the  firft  place,  and  that  of  her 
allies,  as  far  forth  as  they  will  fuffer  her,  in. 
the  fecond. 

Surely  you  judged  very  rightly  in  apply- 
ing yourfelf  tp  the  Elector,  and  not  to  his 
Miniflers,  who  are  not  famous  for  much  ca- 
pacity, and  who  are  under  the  farther  dif- 
advantage  of  being  blinded  by  prejudice. 

As  to  your  return,  my  Lord  Treafurer 
has  taken  that  matter  out  of  my  hands,  and 
has  promifed  to  write  to  you  upon  it  by  the 
next  poft.  I  underftood  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  you  mould  continue  in  that  coun- 
try, after  the  Elector  goes  to  the  Ghenre  *. 

I  recommend  my  brother  to  your  protec- 
tion, and  have  directed  him  to  return  home 
when  you  do. 

I  cannot  help  adding,  that  we  ought  to 

f  Thus  in  the  copy,  it  probably  (hould  be  the  Gohrde. 

a  be 
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be  better  or  worfe  with  the  Court  of  Ha* 
nover  than  we  are. 


A  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

A  Fontainbleau,  le  4me  d'Aout,  1712. 

JE  re9us  hier,  par  un  de  vos  couriers,  les 
lettre s  que  vous  m'avez  fait  1'honneur  de 
m'ecrire  les  17-281116  Juillet ;  &  ce  matin 
celle  du  2 1  me  Juillet.... .:i  me  Aout,  m'a  ete 
rendue  par  le  courier  que  je  vous  avois  de- 
peche  le  26me,  &  que  vous  m'avez  renvoye 
avec  la  Vigne, 

Si  ma  lettre   du  28me  vous  a  fait  de  la 
peine,  je  vous  aflure,  Monficur,  que  je  n'en 
ai  pas  moins  de  voir  par  la  reponfe,  que  les 
interets  etrangers  arretent  la  conclufion  de 
la  paix,  dans  le  terns  qu'elle  paroiflbit  auili 
prochaine     qu'infallible.      Je    ne     pouvojs 
craindre  un  naufrage  a  la  vue  du  port,  & 
malgre  les  nouvelles  difficultes,  j*e(pere  en- 
core que  la  reponfe  que  j'attends  de  vous, 
Monfieur,  a  la  lettre  que  j'ai  1'hormeur  de 
vous  ecrire  aujourd'hui,  nous  confolera,  vous 
&  moi,  du  chagrin  que  nos  deux  dernieres 
lettres  nous  ont  caufe  reciproquement, 
II  faut,  pour  cet  efFet,  contenter  la  Reine 

fur 
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fur  Tarticle  de  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye, 
mais  il  eft  neceffaire  aufli  qu'elle  confidere 
Jes  engagemens  du  Roi  envers  I'Elecleur  de 
Baviere,  &  qu'elle  facilite  a  fa  Majefte  les 
moyens  de  fatisfaire  a  la  parole  qu'elle  a 
donnee  a  un  alli6,  dont  la  fidelite  ne  peut 
recevoir  aucune  reproche,  &  qui  depuis  plu- 
fieurs  annees  feroit  prive  de  fes  etats  pour 
avoir  accompli  fes  promeffes. 

II  eft  vrai,  Monfieur,  qu'il  faut  faire  quel- 

que  chofe  pour  Tamour  de  la  paix,  &  qu'il 

eft  jufte  que  1'interet  particulier  cede  a  1'in- 

.teret  general  de  1'Europe  ;  mais  vous  ne  di£- 

conviendrez  pas  auffi,  que  le  Roi  n'ait  fenti 

la  force  de  cet  argument.     Les  ceffions  que 

fa   Majefte  a  faites,  en  font   des   preuves, 

ajoutez-y  ce  qu'elle  offre  encore  pour  la  paix 

generale,  la  renonciation  du  Roi  d'Efpagne, 

le  nombre  &  la  confideration  des  etats  qu'il 

veut  abandonner,  les  affurances  pofitives  & 

reelles  que  la  Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne 

a.  re9ues  de  la  fincerite  du  Roi,  avant  que 

d' avoir  elle-meme  pris  aucun  engagement. 

Vous  avouerez,  Monfieur,  que  jamais  Mo- 

narque  n'a  tant  fait  pour  1'amour  de  la  paix, 

ni  porte  auffi  loin  les  facilites  pour  le  re- 

tablifTement  du  repos  general  de  1'Europe. 

Sa 
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Sa  Majefte  n'a  deguife  ni  fes  engage- 
mehs  ni  fes  intentions,  pour  I'Ele&eur  de 
Baviere.  Vous  rappellerez,  Monfieur,  le  plan 
de  la  paix  generale  qui  a  etc  drefle  par  ordre 
du  Roi.  Vous  y  trouverez  que  lorfque  la  Si- 
cile  a  ete  demandee  pour  la  maifon  d'Au^ 
triche  par  Meffieurs  vos  PlenipotcntiaireSj 
le  Roi  a  repondu  que  ce  rpyaumc  etoit  le 
feul  dedommagement  que  cet  Eledteur  peut 
obtenir,  s'il  etoit  oblige  de  fe  defifter  de  la 
ceffion  qui  lui  a  ete  faite  des  Pays-Bas,  & 
que  fa  Majefte  auffi-bien  que  le  Roi  d'Ef- 
pagne,  s'etoient  engages  a  lui  donner  un  de*' 
dommagement  de  fes  pertes,  que  ce  feroit 
done  a  condition  d 'avoir  la  Sicile  qu'il  ce^ 
deroit  fes  droits  fur  les  Pays-Bas  'Efpagnols  i 
qu'il  confentiroit  auffi,  fous  la  meme  condi- 
tion, a.laifler  a  TElecleur  Palatin,  fa  vie  du- 
rant,  &  apres  lui  au  Prince  Charles  de  Neu- 
bourg  fon  frere,  le  haut  Palatinat,  avec  la 
dignite  &  le  rang  de  premier  Elecleur,  parce 
que  16  titre  de  Roi  effaceroit  ce  qu'il  y 
auroit  d'injurieux  dans  la  perte  que  TElec- 
teur  de  Baviere  feroit  du  premier  rang  qu'il 
occupoit  dans  le  College  Electoral. 

Voila,    Monfieur,    ce  que  porte  le  plan 

que 
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que  vous  avez  cite,  £  que  je  ne  rappelle  a 
mon  tour  que  pour  vous  faire  voir  que  le 
Roi  n'a  point  varie  fur  les  articles  qu'il  con- 
tient.  L'Abbe  Gaultier  doit  vous  avoir  dit 
plufieurs  fois,  que  fa  Majefte  en  ay  ant  bien 
pefe  toutes  les  conditions,  ne  fe  relacheroit 
fur  aucune,  &  qu'elle  croyoit  donner  a  la 
Reine  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  une  marque 
particuliere  de  fa  confiance,  en  lui  depofant 
le  fecret  de.  fes  dernieres  intentions. 

Si  le  Roi  demandoit  prefentement  de  nou- 
veaux  avantages,  les  ennemis  de  la  paix  ne 
manqueroient  pas  de  dire,  que  le  fucces  des 
armees  de  fa  Majefte  change  fes  fentimens  ; 
mais  vous  favez  qu'il  y  a  pres  de  quatre  mois 
que  je  vous  ai  mande  la  meme  chofe  que 
j'ai  Thonneur  d&  vous  ecrire  aujourd'hui,  & 
le  Roi  croit  devoir  attendre  prefentement, 
auffi-bien  qu'alors,  les  marques  reciproques 
de  Tenvie  que  la  Reine  a  de  lui  faire  plai- 
fir.  II  eft  certain  qu'il  n'y  aura  point  de 
plus  fcnfible  pour  fa  Majefte,  que  celui  de 
fatisfaire  a  fes  engagemens  envers  un  allie 
qu'elle  ne  peut  jamais  abandonner. 

Vous  me  repondrez  que  la  Reine  penfe  de 
meme  a  Tegard  de  Moniieur  le  Due  de  Sa- 
voy e  :  c'eft  aufli  par  cette  raifon  que  j'ai 

marque 


LETTERS    AND 

marque  dans  le  commencement  de  ma  lettre, 
qu'il  faloit  contenter  fa  Majefte  Britannique 
fur  1'article  de  ce  Prince,  &  le  Roi  a  refolu 
de  faire  la  principale  par  tie  de  ce  qu'elle  fou- 
haite,  pourvu  qu'elle  veuille  aider  aufli  fa 
Majefte  en  procurant  quelque  fatisfa&ion  a 
I'Ele&etir  de  Baviere.  Je  vous  propoferai 
dans  la  fuite  de  ma  lettre  les  expediens  qu'on 
y  pourroit  employer. 

La  Reine  demande,  en  faveur  de  Mon- 
fieur  le  Due  de  Savoye,  que.le  Roi  declare, 
des  a  prefent,  que  fa  Majefte  reconnoit  le 
droit  de  ce  Prince  a  la  fiicceffion  de  1'Efpagne 
&  des  Indes,  apres  le  Roi  Catholique  &  fes 
defcendans ;  qu'elle  promette  que  le  Roi 
d'Efpagne,  &  les  etats  de  cette  monarchic, 
le  reconnoitront  auffi  ;  que  les  Princes  de 
France,  fpecialement  Monfeigneur  le  Due 
de  Berry,  &  Monfeigneur  le  Due  d'Orleans 
approuveront,  ratifieront,  &  confirmeront 
tout  ce  qui  fera  fait  pour  la  reconnoiffance 
du  droit  de  fucceflion :  que  de  plus,  fa  Ma- 
jefte promette  a  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye, 
tant  pour  elle  que  pour  le  Roi  fon  petit-fils, 
Texecution  de  tout  ce  qui  fera  trouve  necef- 
faire  pour  aflurer  a  ce  Prince,  &  a  fa  famille, 
Ja  fucceflion  de  la  Couronne  d'Eipagne  & 

des 
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des  Indes,  au  defaut  du  Roi  Catholique  & 
de  fes  defcendans  ;  qu'elle  promette  parti- 
culierement  que  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  diipen- 
fera  de  fa  propre  volonte,  &  de  Ton  autorite, 
fes  fujets  de  tous  les  fermens  contraires  qu'ils 
peuvent  avoir  pretes  ;  qu'il  les  revoquera,  & 
annullera,  de  meme  que  toutes  declarations 
telles  qu'elles  foient  qu'ils  auroient  en  fa- 
veur  des  Princes  de  fon  fang. 

Vous  avez  vu,  Moniieur,  par  ma  lettre 
du  28me,  que  le  Roi  s'attendoit  a  des  de- 
mandes,  a  peu  pareilles  pour  la  fubftitution 
de  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye,  &  de  fes 
defcendans,  a  la  couronne  d'Efpagne.  Ainii 
fa  Majefte  ne  fait  nulle  difficulte  de  les  ac- 
corder,  &  de  s'engager,  pour  le  Roi  fon 
petit-fils,  &  pour  les  Princes  de  fon  iang,  a 
faire  donner  les  a6les  de  reconnoirTance  & 
de  confirmation  fpecifiees  dans  votre  lettre 
du  i7me-28me  Juillet. 

Elle  confent  auili  que  ces  aftes  foient 
donnes  en  meme-tems  que  les  furet.es  a 
prendre  pour  empecher  a  jamais  la  reunion 
des  deux  monarchies  recevront  leur  dernier 
accompliffement.  Mais  il  faut,  pour  cet 
effet,  que  Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoye  foit 
en  paix  avec  le  Roi,  &  avec  le  Roi  d'Ef- 

VOL.  II.  K  k  pagne ; 


LETTERS    AND 

pagne ;  une  fimple  fufpenfion  ne  fouffiroit 
pas,  &  il  ne  foit  pas  jufte  d'appeller  a  la 
fucceffion  de  la  monarchic  d'Elpagne  &  de& 
Indcs,  un  Prince  qui  feroit  encore  adtuelle- 
mei.it  au  nombre  des  ennemis  de  dette  cou- 
ronne. 

II  eft  done  necefTaire  que  la  paix  gene- 
rale  ne  fe  faifant  pas  encore,  il  s'en  fafle  une 
particuliere  entire  la  France,  1'Angleterre, 
1'Efpagne,  &  le  Due  de  Savoye. 

Outre  la  fubftitution  en  faveur  de  ce 
Prince,  le  Roi  d'Efpagne,  lui  cedera  par  le 
meme  traite  de  paix  particuliere,  qui  eft 
1'acle  le  plus  authentique  qu'on  puifTe  faire, 
la  Sicile.  11  declarera  comme  vous  Tave*z 
propoie,  qu'en  vertu  de  cette  ceflion,  il 
tiendra,  jufqu'a  la  conclufion  de  la  paix  ge- 
nerale,  le  royaume  de  Sicile,  pour,  &  au 
,  uom  feulement  de  Monlieur  le  Due  de 
Savoye. 

Que  ce  Prince  en  execution  du  traite 
pourra  prendre  pofTeffion  de  ce  royaume 
toutefois  &  quantes  il  lui  plaira,  auili-tot 
que  la  paix  generale  aura  etc  ratifie. 

Qu'en  ce  meme-tems  le  Roi  d'Efpagne 
difpeniera  les  peuples  de  ce  royaume  de  tous 
ferinens  de  fidelife  a  fon  egard,  qu'il  leur 
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brdoniiera  de  reconnoitre  Monfieur  le  Due 
de  Savoye  pour  leur  Roi  &  Souveraine 
legitime. 

Que  les  galercs  &  autres  batimens  ap- 
partenans  a  la  Sicile^  avec  leurs  equipages 
feront  en  rneme-tems  cedes  &  remis  a  ce 
Prince,  ainfi  que  tous  les  titres,  papiers,  & 
documens  qui  concernent  le  royaume  de 
Sicile. 

Les  autres  claufes,  dont  vous  me  parlez, 
Monfieur,  pour  les  furetes  &  garanties  de 
toutes  conditions,  dont  on  conviendra  avec 
Monfieur  le  Due  de  Savoy e,  feront  aufii  in- 
ferees  dans  le  traite,.  de  meme  que  la  pro- 
meire  de  le  maintenir  dans  la  pofTeffion  de 
tout  ce  qui  lui  en  a  etc  cede  en  vertu  du 
traite  conclu  a  Turin,  le  8me  Novembre, 
1703,  avec  1'Empereur  Leopold. 

Voila,  Monfieur,  la  principale  &  la  plus 
importante  partie  des  demandes  que  la  Reine 
fait  en  faveur  de  ce  Prince,  &  que  le  Roi 
veut  lui  accorder  aux  conditions  fuivantes  : 

La  premiere,  que  ce  fbit  par  un  traite 
de  paix  particuliere  entre  la  France,  la 
Grande  Bretagne,  1'Efpagne,  &  le  Due  de 
Savoye,  &  non  en  vue  feulement  d'une 
limple  fufpeniion  d'armes  pour  un  terns. 

Kk  2  La 
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La  feconde,  que  la  Reine  de  la  Grande 
Bretagne   s'engage  a  procurer,   de   concert 
avec  le  Roi,  le  retablifTement  de  I'Ele&eur 
de  Baviere  dans  fes  etats  &  dignites,  a  1'ex- 
ception  du   premier   rang  dans   le  College 
Electoral,  dont  I'Elecleur  Palatin,  &  le  Prince 
Charles  fon  frere,  apres  lui,  jouifTant,  leur 
vie  durant,  ainfi  que  je  1'ai  deja  marque,  &  le 
dedommagement  de  I'Ele&eur  fuivant  Tun 
des  deux  expediens  que  je  vais  vous   pro- 
pofer.     Le  premier  eft  que  ce  Prince  con- 
ferve  la  fouverainete  &  la  propriete  des  deux 
provinces  des   Pay-Bas  Catholiques  dont  il 
eft   preientement    en  pofleffion ;    favoir,    le 
duche  djs  Luxembourg  &  le  comte  de  Na- 
mur,    avec  les    villes    &  les   forterefles  de 
ce  nom,  &    generalement,   tout    ce  qui  en 
depend,  auffi-bien  que  Charleroi  &    Nieu- 
port.     Le  Roi  confentiroit  meme  qu'il  fut 
difpofe  de  Nieuport,  ainfi  que  la  Reine  le 
jugeroit  le  plus  a-propos.     En   acceptant  cet 
expedient  elle  ne  feroit  pas  obligee  a  faire 
la  guerre  a  fes  allies  en  faveur  d'un  Prince 
dont  elle  plaint  le   fort,  car  il  eft  acluelle- 
ment    en   pofTeffion    des    provinces   &   des 
places  que  le  Roi  propofe  de  lui  conferver. 

Comme   il   eft  meme  neceliaire,  fuivant 
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les  regies  de  la  juftice,  qu'il  donne  fon  con- 
fentement  pour  laifler  difpofer  d'un  bien 
qui  lui  appartient  legitimement,  en  vertu 
de  la  ceffion  que  le  Roi  d'Efpagne  lui  en  a 
faite,  fi  ce  premier  expedient  ne  convient 
pas,  &  que  la  Reine  de  la.  Grande  Bretagne 
perfifte  a  remettre  tous  les  Pays-Bas  a  la  dif- 
pofition  de  fes  allies,  le  fecond  expedient 
que  le  Roi  propofe,  pour  obteair  de  1'Elec- 
teur  de  Baviere  qu'il  confente  a  ceder  les 
provinces  6c  places  dont  il  eft  en  pofleffiori, 
eft  de  lui  faire  dormer  en  echange  le  roy- 
,aume  de  Sardaigne.  Get  equivaknt,  peu 
confiderable  en  lui-meme,  donnera  ieulement 
a  1-Eledteur  un  titre  de  royaute  qu'il  pourra 
regarder  comme  une  efpece  de  dedommage- 
ment  du  rang  qu'il  perdra  dans  le  College 
Eleaoral. 

Maigre  la  diftance  &  le  peu  de  liaifon  de 
la  Sardaigne  avec  releclorat  de  Baviere,  il 
n'y  a  nulle  incompatibilite  que  le  m£me 
Prince  poflede  1'un  &  1'autre. 

Souffrez,  Monfieur,  que  je  vous  dife  qu'il 

n'y  en  avoit  point  auffi  a  donner  a  1'Elec- 

teur  le  Royaume  de  Sicile,  &  que  bien  loin 

de  regarder  cette  difpofition  comme  une  oc- 
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cation  de  jaloufie  continuelle,  &  une  fource 
de  querelles  entre  la  France  &  1'Angleterre, 
il  eft  a  craindre  que  Monlieur  le  Due  de 
Savoye  n'en  fafle  un  ufage  contraire  aux  in- 
terets  des  deux  nations. 

Le  bruit  fe  repand  deja  que  fbn  defiein 
eft  de  changer  la  Sicile  contre  le  Milanes, 
&  je  vous  fupplie  de  vous  fouvenir  que  vous 
m'avez  ecrit,  que  1'Angleterre  n'a  pas  moins 
d'interet  que  la  France  d'empecher  que 
cette  ile  ne  tombe  au  pouvoir  de  la  maifon 
d'Autriche. 

La  derniere  condition  que  le  Roi  attache 
au  confentement  que  fa  Majefte  donne  aux 
demandes  de  la  Reine  en  faveur  de  Mon- 
iieur  le  Due  de  Savoye,  eft  que  ce  prince 
fe  defifte  de  toute  pretenfion  ulterieure  qu'il 
pourroit  former  fous  le  nom  de  barriere.  Sa 
Majefte  connoit  mieux  que  perfbnne  la  fron- 
tiere  de  foil  royaume  &  ce  qui  convient  ^ 
fa  furete.  Elle  croit  avoir  beaucoup  fait  en 
laiffant  a  Monlieur  le  Due  de  Savoye,  pour 
le  bien  de  la  paix,  les  places  d'Exilles  & 
de  Feneftrelles.  Elle  ne  donnera  rien  de 
plus,  &  comme  elle  a  jufqu'a  prefent  de- 
clare fincerement  fes  intentions  a  la  Reine 
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de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  il  paroitroit  que  jce 
ieroit  contrevenir  a  la  bonne-foi  toujours 
obfervee  dans  la  negociation  prefente,  que 
de  remettre  aux  conferences  d'Utrecht,  la 
difcuffion  d'un  article  que  fa  Majefle  eft 
bien  refolue  de  refufer  conftamment. 

Je  ne  crois  pas,  Monfieur,  que  ce  fo1^ 
perdre  du  terns  que  de  vous  expliquer  fans 
aucun  detour  ce  que  le  Roi  penfe,  ce  qu'il 
veut  faire  en  confideration  de  la  Reine,  & 
en  meme-tems  les  engagemens  de  fa  Ma- 
jefte  envers  ies  allies.  Ce  delir  d'y  fatisfaire 
doit  etre  loue  par  une  Princelfe  auffi  fen- 
iible  a  la  vraie  gloire,  &  auffi  touchee  de 
procurer  les  avantages  des  Princes  unis  avec 
elle. 

La  bonne  intelligence  eft  prete  a  s'affer- 
mir  folidement,  &  fa  Majefle  Britannique  a 
deja  recu  tant  de  marques  de  la.  confiance 
du  Roi,  que  je  ne  puis  croire  qu'elle  n'entre 
pas  dans  les  raifons  qui  doivent  obliger  fa 
Majefte  a  fatisfaire  a  fes  engagemens. 

Ainfi  j'efpere  que  les  promefTes  qu^  vous 
m'avez  faites  par  vos  lettres  precedentes  fe- 
ront  inceflamment  executees.  Car  ii  feroit 
facheux,  que  le  retardement  des  ordres  que 
la  Reine  devoit  envoyer  en-  Catalogue,  & 
K  k  4  ,  aux 
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aux  cotes  d'ltalie,  produifit  des  inconveniens 
qu'il  eft  beaucoup  plus  facile  de  prevenir 
que  de  reparer.  Vous  en  connonTez  par- 
faitement  les  confequences,  &  vous  etes 
plein  de  zele  pour  le  bien  de  la  paix.  Ainfi 
je  ne  doute  pas  que  vous  ne  reprefentiez 
tres  fortement  a  la  Reine  Timportance  d'a- 
chever  Fouvrage  commence,  &  fi  pres  du 
point  de  fa  perfection  ;  il  eft  de  1'interet  com- 
mun  qu'il  ne  demeure  pas  fufpendu  dans  le 
terns  qu'il  ne  s'agit  que  d'interets  Gran- 
gers, &  que  le  >  Roi  donne  aux  inftances  de 
la  Reine  tout  ce  que  Monfieur  le  Due  de 
Savoye  peut  demander  de  plus  grand  &  <lc 
plus  effentiel  pour  lui. 

Comme  vous  m'avez  demande,  Monfieur, 
de  preiTer  &  de  faciliter  le  pafTage  du  cou- 
rier que  vous  avez  envoye  a  Turin,  je  crains 
fort  que  celui  que  j'ai  depeche  &  qui  n'eft 
parti  que  dix-huit  heures  apres  lui,  ne  puifie 
le  rattraper. 

Je  fuis,  Monfieur,  votre,  &c. 
DE  TORCY, 
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De  Monjieur  de  Torcy. 
MONSIEUR, 

De  Whitehall,  le  3ome  Juillet,  V,S.  1712, 
J'AI  recu  Lundi  paffe  la  lettre  que  vous 
m'avez  fait  Thonneur  de  m'ecrire  le  4me 
Aout,  N.S.  &  la  Reine  m'a  comroande  de 
vous  faire  favoir,  qu'elle  m'a  donne  fes  ordres 
de  me  rendre  inceflamment  a  votre  Cour. 

Je   partirai   d'ici    Samedi    prochaiii,    Sc 

je  pourrois  arriver  le   Dimanche  a  Calais, 

&  j'efpere  avant  la  fin  de  la  femaine,  fur 

les  aufpices  de  TAbbe  Gaultier,  avoir  la  fa- 

tisfaftion  de  vous  faluer  a  Fontainbleau. 

Vous  voulez  bien,  Monfieur,  que  je  ren- 
voie  a  ce  terns  ce  que  j'ai  a  vous  dire,  fur 
Je  contenu  de  votre  depeche,  &  que  je  vous 
aifure  que  j'accepte  la  commiffion,  dont  la 
Reine  m'a  chargee,  avec  d'autant  plus  de 
plaifir  que  je  compte  fort  fur  la  bonte  que 
vous  m'avez  temoignee  depuis  que  j'ai  eu 
Tavantage  de  correipondre  avec  vous. 

Je  mene  avec  moi  le  Sieur  Prior,  qui  fe 
flatte  qu'il  fera  affez  heureux  de  refter  aupres 
de  vous.  Je  fuis,  &c. 

B. 
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Note.     (Page  5.) 

Separate  Article »  *  '". 

'HpHE  King  promifes  to  reftore  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
•*•  the  domains  and  territories  belonging  to  that  Prince, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  war,  and  at  prefent  in 
poffeflion  of  his  Majefty,  with  a  farther  aflurance,  that  a 
ceflion  (hall  be  made  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  of  fuch  other 
places  in  Italy,  comprifed  in  the  fenfe  of  the  treaties  be^ 
tween  that  Prince  and  his  allies. 

furfuant  to  full  authority  from  the  King,  we,  &c. 

MESNAGER. 

'To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.      (Page  1 1.) 

S  I  R, 

Whitehall,  November  $5,  1711,  O.S. 

THE  fubfequent  letter  was  written  at  the  inftance  of 
the  minifter  of  the  States-General,  who  has  infifted  upon 
receiving  the  declaration  therein  demanded,  before  the 
paflports  are  fent  for  your  Plenipotentiaries.  The  Queen 
has  the  more  readily  confented,  to  this  proceeding,  as  fhe 
doubts  not  his  A/foft  Chriftian  Majefty  will  inftantly  re- 
movg  the  difficulty,  and  that,  confequently,  the  Congrefs 
will  open  on  the  day  fixed  upon. 

Thofe,  Sir,  who  are  defirous  of  peace,  muft  lend  their 
afiiftance  on  all  fides,  and  urge  on  the  concluiion  of  the 
treaty,  before  we  become  fubjecl:  to  the  events  of  another 
campaign.  We  (hall  do  all  on  our  part  to  fix  the  preten- 
fions  of  the  allies ;  and  we  hope,  by  that,  to  facilitate  and 
fhorten  the  bufmefs  of  the  Plenipotentiaries. 

I  atn 
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I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  of  the 
i8th  inftant,  received  by  M.  Gaultier,  and  I  entreat  you 
to  be  perfuaded,  that  the  memorial  fcnt  by  him  (hall  be  ufed 
with  great  caution,  and  the  fecret  fhall  be  inviolably  kept. 
J  am,  &c. 

*To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy,     (Page  12.) 

S  i  R, 

Whitehall,  November  1 5th,  1711. 

THE  Lords  the  States-General  having  by  their  re- 
folves  of  the  24th  inftant,  JN.S.  concurred  with  her  Ma- 
jefty to  facilitate  the  opening  df  a  negociation,  for  a  good 
and  a  general  peace,  I  am  ordered  to  communicate  to  you 
the  refolutions  of  her  Majefty  and  the  States  upon  that 
fubje£t :  • 

Firft,  the  place  judged  moft  proper  for  the  Congrefs  is 
the  city  of  Utrecht, — Secondly,  the  I2th  of  January  next, 
N.S.  has  been  fixed  upon  for  the  opening  the  iaid  Con- 
grefs.— Thirdly,  it  has  been  refolved  that  the  minifters  of 
the  Queen  and  the  States  (hall  appear  there  in  quality  of 
Minifters  Plenipotentiary,  and  that  they  fhall  not  take  upon 
them  the  character  of  AmbafTadors  before  the  day  of  figning 
the  peace,  in  order  to  avoid  as  much  as  poffible  the  em- 
barraflment  of  ceremonies,  and  the  delay  they  occafion. — > 
Fourthly,  the  Queen  and  the  States  infift  that  the  minifters 
of  the  Duke  of  Anjou  and  of 'the  quondam  Electors  of  Ba- 
varia and  Cologne  (hall  not  be  admitted  to  the  Congrefs, 
until  the  points  which  concern  them  be  adjufted  :  and  the 
Queen  and  the  States  are  firmly  refolved  to  delay  fending 
the  pailporrs  for  the  minifters  of  France  until  the  Moft 
Chriftian  King  has  previously  declared,  that  the  abfenceof 
the  afprefaid  minifters  fhall  be  no  impediment  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  negociation. 

Circular  letters  have  been  already  written  by  her  Ma- 
jefty to  all  the  allies  engaged  in  the  prefent  war,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  three  firft  articles  above  fpecified';  and  the 
Queen  orders  me  to  acquaint  you,  that,  upon  receipt  of 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty's  declaration  upon  the  laft  of 
the  four  articles,  tht  paflports  which  are  now  here  in  blank, 
fliall  be  fent  to  you,  with  the  names  of  Marefchal  d'Uxelles, 
the  Abbe  Polignac,  and  M.  Mefnager,  inferted,  unlefs  the 
King  ha>  made  an  alteration  in  the  firft  nomination  of  his 
Plenipotentiaries  communicated  to  me. 

As  not  only  the  minifters  of  her  Majefty,  but  alfo  many 

of 
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Of  thofe  of  her  allies,  who  are  to  aflift  at  the  treaty  of  peace, 
are  at  prefent  here,  I  muft  beg  of  you,  Sir,  to  fend  me  the 
neceflary  paflports,  that  they  may  repair  to  Holland  with 
the  greater  fecurity.  I  am,  &c. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  65.) 

S  I  R, 

Verfailles,  December  i5th,  1711. 

I  RECEIVED  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  25th 
November,  O.S.  and  gave  an  account  to  the  King  of  the 
refolutions  entered  into  between  the  Crown  of  England  and 
the  States  General,  to  facilitate  the  opening  of  the  negocia- 
tions  of  peaqe,  and  his  Majeity  has  ordered  me  to  reply: 
— Firft,  he  confents  to  Utrecht  being  the  place  of  meeting, 
confidering   it  more   proper  than  any   other  for  holding 
the  conferences. — Secondly,  that  it  will  not  be  his  fault, 
nor  that  of  his  Plenipotentiaries,  if  they  do  not  arrive  there 
time  enough  to  open  the  conferences  the  I2th  of  next 
month.     They  are  ready  to  fet  out,  and  are  only  detained 
for  want  of  the  paflports  which  you  are   to  fend,  and  are 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of  their  journey. — Thirdly, 
the  King  is  itill  of  opinion,  that  it  is  proper  his  Minifters 
Plenipotentiary,  and  thofe  of  the  powers  interefted  in  the 
prefent  war,   fhould  aflume  no  other  quality  during  the 
conferences,  and  that  they  fhould  referve  the  character  of 
Ambafladors,  to  be  affumed   on  the  day  of  figning   the 
peace,  in  order,  as  you  fay,  to  prevent  the  embarranment 
of  ceremonies,  and  the  delay  they  occafion.—— Fourthly,  to 
(horten  thefe  delays,  the  King  agrees  that  the  conferences 
do  commence  without  waiting  for  the  minifters  of  the  King 
of  Spain,  who  cannot  arrive  for  a  very  long  time,  having 
not  yet  left  Madrid  ;  and  his  Majefty  promifes,  that  neither 
the  opening  nor  theprogrefs  of  the  negociation  (hall  fuffer 
any  hindrance  from  their  abfence.     He  likewife  confents 
that  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Catholic  King,  his  grand- 
Con,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  Electors  of  Bavaria  and  Cologn, 
be  not  admitted  to  the  conferences,  until  the  points  which 
refpedl  thofe  Princes,  (hall  have  been,  as  you  fay,  fettled. 

This  declaration  being  conformable  to  what  you  require, 
Sir,  the  King  doubts  not  the  paffports  for  his  Plenipoten- 
tiaries will  be  immediately  tranfmitted.  The  King  has 
made  no  change  in  the  nomination  of  Plenipotentiaries  ; 
they  are  Marefchal  d'Uxelles,  the  Abbe  Polignac,  and  M. 
Mefnager,  whofe  names  fliould,  if  you  plcafe,  be  inferted 
i  in 
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in  the  paffports,  which,  I  fuppofe,  contain  every  neceflafy 
fecurity  for  their  fuite,  fervants,  equipages,  effects,  papers, 
and  in  general  every  thing  belonging  to  them. 

As  I  know  not,  Sir,  precifely  who  are  the  minifters  of 
your  allies  now  in  London,  and-.who  are  to  aflift  at  the  con- 
ferences for  the  peace,  I  fend  you  the  paflports  for  thofe 
who  I  fuppofed  might  want  them ;  and  I  beg  you  will 
return  me  any  that  may  be  ufelefs.  I  am,  &c. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy*     (Page  68.) 

S  i*, 

Verfailles,  December  i5th,  1711. 

I  REPLY,  in  another  letter,  to  that  you  did  me  the 
honour  to  write,  at  the  requeft  of  M.  Buys.  Though  you 
had  not  apprifed  me  of  the  condefcenfion  you  were  obliged 
to  prefer  ve  to  his  inftances,  I  (hould  have  judged  of  it  from 
the  terms  of  the  fourth  article ;  and  you  have  accuftomed 
me  to  diftinguifh  eafily  your  ftyle  from  that  of  the  Dutch 
minifters.  They  might,  without  any  apprehenfion,  have 
fent  off  their  paflports ;  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Spain  will 
be  a  long  time  on  their  journey,  and  the  negociation  will  be 
,  far  advanced  before  they  can  reach  Paris,  if  the  conferences 
commence  on  the  i2th  of  next  month.  It  will  not  be  the 
fault  of  the  King's  Plenipotentiaries  if  they  do  not  open  on 
the  day  fixed.  They  are  ready  to  fet  off  immediately, 
upon  receipt  of  the  paflports ;  and,  I  can  aflure  you,  they 
will  neglect  nothing  for  the  fpeedy  conclufion  of  the  work 
committed  to  their  management.  I  hope  the  fuceefs  will 
anfwer  the  fmcere  intentions  of  the  King,  and  thofe  of  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain;  and  that,  under  their  care,  Europe" 
may  long  enjoy  an  equitable  and  a  Idling  peace.  1  am,  &c. 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.      (Page  72.) 

SIR, 

Whitehall,  December  1 5th,  1711,0.8.    ' 
I  CANNOT  permit  the  meflenger  to  depart  without 
,     two  lines  from  me,  to  thank  you  for  the  honour  of  your 
private  letter,  and  the  obliging  compliment  you  made  me. 
M.  Gaultier  will  not  fail  to  give  you  an  account  of  new 
difficulties,  which  they  endeavour  to   ftart  here,  in  order 
to -impede  the  progrefs  of  the  negociation.     Thefe  difficul- 
ties will  be  removed  by  the  vigilance  and  firmnefs  of  the 
Queen ;  and  as  we  are  on  the  point  of  opening  the  con- 
ferences, with  a  refolution,  on  both  fides,  to  neglect  nothing 

•    for 
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for  the  fpeedy  conclufion  of  the  work,  I  will  hope  we  (hall 
in  the  end  be  lucky  enough  to  arrive  at  an  equitable  and 
folid  peace,  which  h*s  been  for  fo  many  years  the  defire 
of  all  honeft  men.  I  am,  &c. 


Note.     (Page  120.) 

0: 

MADAM, 


The  Duke  of  Lorain  to  her  Majejly  the  £>ueen  of  Great 
Britain. 


Lunevelle,  December  zoth,  1711. 
I  HAVE  already  had  the  honour  of  imploring  jipuf 
Majefty's  protection,  upon  the  nrft  advice  of  the  renewal 
of  the  treaty  of  peace,  for  it  is  only  upon  your  powerful 
fupport  I  found  my  hopes  of  the  fuccefs  of  my  juft  preten- 
lions.  Since  it  has  pleafed  your  Majefty  to  appoint  the 
time  and  place  of  the  Congrefs,  I  take  the  liberty  to  have 
recourfe  again  to  your  goodnef?,  and  very  humbly  to  in- 
treat  you  will  preferve,  on  this  important  occafion,  thofe 
generous  intentions  you  have  ever  mown  in  favour  of  my 
intereft.  And  as  I  have  every  reafon  to  hope  that  my 
Plenipotentiaries  will  be  admitted  to  the  conferences,  the 
fame  as  other  minifters,  becaufe  my  wrongs  were  occaiioned 
by  the  prefent  war,  and  becaufe  the  intefefts  of  the  Princes 
engaged  in  it  are  to  be  adjufted  in  the  negociation,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  articles  which  your  Majefty  has  recently  com- 
municated to  your  high  allies  ;  fo  1  moft  humbly  entreat 
you  to  give  immediate  orders  to  your  minifters,  to  fupport 
mine,  during  the  conferences,  and  to  give  them  the  afCft- 
ance  of  your  royal  authority,  that  they  may  guard  my 
intereft,  and  bring  about,  under  your  protection,  a  happy 
refult.  The  refpe&ful  confidence  I  place  in  the  goodnefs 
of  your  Majefty  induces  me  to  hope,  that  you  will  add 
this  favour  to  the  many  you  have  already  conferred  upon 
me,  and  that  you  will  deign  to  be  convinced  of  the  invio- 
lable attachment,  and  moft  profound  refpecl:,  with  which  I 
(hall  have  the  honour  to  be,  during  life,  your  Majefty's,  &c. 

LEOPOLD. 


Note. 
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Note*     (Page  122*) 

Memorial  for  their  Excellencies  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  concerning  the  eftates  and 
dependencies  of  the  villages  of  Dankelfheim  and  Kitle- 
Iheim,  in  the  jurifdi&ion  of  Haguenau  in  Alface,  which, 
of  right,  belong  to  Mr.  Douglas,  in  right  of  his  father 
and  of  his  grandfather  M.  de  Batilly. 

(i.)  THAT  the  late  M.  de  Batilly,  grandfather  of  M. 
Douglas,  enjoyed,  during  thirty  fucceffive  years,  the  villages 
and  dependencies  of  D.  and  K.  by  virtue  of  ceffion,  frofh 
Mr.  R.  C.  Oxenftiern,  General  and  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  Crown  of  Sweden,  in  the  name  of  Queen  Chriftina, 
according  to  the  power  (he  had  veiled  in  him,  for  the  pay- 
ment and  fatisfa£Hon  of  fums  of  money  advanced  by  M. 
de  B.  for  the  fupport  of  his  regiment,  in  fatisfaction  for 
pay,  and  in  reward  for  fervices  performed  for  King  Gufta- 
vus  Adolphus,  the  faid  Queen's  father. 

(2.)  That  Alface  was  ceded  to  France  by  a  treaty  of 
peace,  charged  with  the  execution  and  maintenance  of  what 
the  Crown  of  Sweden  had  done  and  ordered,  which  the  faid 
Alface  was  fubject  to,  and  thus  Louis  XIII  confirmed  the 
gift  of  the  Crown  of  Sweden  in  favour  of  M.  de  B.  by  let- 
ters-patent of  the  i  gth  September,  1635,  which  forbid  all 
perfons,  of  whatever  condition,  to  molelt  him  in  the  poffef- 
fion  of  the  faid  villages  fo  granted,  in  payment  for  his  fer- 
vices ;  and  that,  as  a  farther  favour,  he  took  him  and  his 
vaffals,  with  their  goods  and  families,  under  his  fpecial  pro- 
tection and  fafeguard,  in  order  that  he  might  enjoy  the 
faid  villages  in  greater  fecurity,  and  might  be  protected 
from  violence,  and  other  impediments  that  might  happen 
to  him. 

(3.)  That  the  prefent  King,  in  1648,  in  parliament,  con- 
firmed M.  de  B.  in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  faid  villages,  which 
appears  by  a  protection  of  the  i4th  March,  1648,  which 
forbids  the  quartering  of  any  foldiers  in  the  villages  be- 
longing to  M.  Anthony  de  B.  Marefchal  de  Camp  in  his 
armies,  and  Governor  of  the  city  and  caftle  of  Neufchateau, 
and  the  raifmg  contributions  in  the  faid  villages,  in  con- 
fideration  of  the  commendable  ferviceS  performed,  not  only 
for  the  Crown,  but  for  his  allies  and  confederates,  meaning 
the  crown  of  Sweden,  of  which  he  hdd  the  faid  villages. 

(4)-  * 
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(4.)  It  may  be  feen  by  adecifion,  zad  February,  1655, 
pronounced  by  his  Highnefs  Prince  Henry  of  Lorain,  then 
Grand  Provoft  of  Haguenau,  that  the  late  M.  de  B.  ren- 
dered fealty  and  homage  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty, 
before  the  faid  Prince,  and  it  directs  that  M.-de  B.  fhould 
be  acknowledged  and  refpefted  by  the  fubje&s  and  inhabi- 
tants of  D.  and  K.  as  Lord  of  the  laid  villages. 

(5.)  That,  to  prevent  difputes  between  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  villages  and  M.  de  B.  their  Lord,  in  regard  to 
rights,  the  Prince  of  Lorain  ifTued  an  ordinance  the  fame 
February,  1655,  directing  what  each  party  was  to  obferve 
and  perform. 

(6.)  That  the  Duke  de  Montaufier,  who  fucceeded  the 
Prince  of  Lorain,  continued  M.  de  B.  in  the  pofleffion  of 
the  faid  two  villages,  and  in  the  fame  rights  as  the  Prince 
had  done  before  him,  which  is  proof  fufficient  of  the  lawful 
pofleffion  of  Mf  de  B. 

(7.)  That  the  Duke  Mazarin,  being  in  favour,  and  Go- 
vernor of  Alface,  had  reunited  many  villages  to  the  domain 
of  the  Grand  Bailiwick  of  Haguenau  ;  among  others,  D. 
K.  and  Minferfheim,  all  of  the  fame  tenure,  under  pretence 
that  they  had  been  alienated  from  the  Grand  Bailiwick  ; 
but  that  Baron  de  Vanghen  having  remonftrated  to  the 
Court,  that  he  and  his  predeceflbrs  had  freely  and  peaceably 
enjoyed  the  revenues  of  the  domain  of  Minferflieim,  by 
virtue  of  the  ceflion  made  by  the  Archduke  Leopold  to 
his  uncle,  George  Theoderickde  Vanghen,  in  like  manner 
as  the  crown  of  Sweden  had  ceded  and  granted  to  M.  de  B. 
D.  and  K.  the  King  willingly  acknowledged  the  right  of 
the  Baron  de  Vanghen,  by  letters-patent  of  igth  February, 
1672,  by  which  he  again  confirms  him  in  the  pofleffion  and 
enjoyment  of  the  domain  of  Minferfheim,  which  village  is 
faid,  in  the  fame  patent,  to  be  of  the  fame  tenure  as  D.  and 
K.  which  clearly  fhows,  that  the  faid  villages  had  been  im- 
properly reunited  to  the  domain  by  the  Duke  Mazarin,  and 
under  a  falfe  pretence. 

(8.)  That  M.  de  B.  died  peaceably  at  his  own  houfc,  and 
never  was  accufed  of  any  crime,  but  of  being  a  Proteftant, 
which  obliged  him,  in  one  day,  to  fubmit  to  the  lofs  of 
20»coo  crowns,  yearly  income  from  his  employments, 
ratjher  than  change  his  religion;  but,  for  all  that,  he  had 
not  Icfs  right  to  refume  pofleffion  of  thefe  villages,  than  Ba- 
ron deVanghen  to  that  of  Minferflieim,  that  being  of  the 
fame  tenure  as  his. 

(9.)  That  M.  Ue  B.  being  difgufted  with  the  court,  on 
VOL,  II.  L  1  account; 
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account  pf  the  above  proceeding,  refolved  never  to  return 
to  it,  not  even  to  folicit  his  domains ;  but  having  a  daugh- 
ter married  -to  Sir  William  Douglas,  he  gave  him  thefe 
two  villages,  with  all  arrears  of  rent,  in  lieu  of  the  fourth 
part  of  the  lordfhip  of  Mantoi,  which,  by  his  daughter's 
marriage-contract,  he  was  obliged  to  give  him.  Thus 
thefe  two  villages,  with  their  dependencies,  were  accepted 
by  Sir  William  Douglas,  in  lieu  of  portion  with  his  wife, 
as  appears  by  an  a£t  pafied  at  Metz,  before  notaries,  the 
1 6th  of  January,  1675. 

(10).  That  Mr.  Douglas  is  the  fole  heir  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Douglas,  of  his  deceafed  mother,  and  of  M.  de  Batilly, 
his  grandfather. 

If  the  rights  of  prefcription  be  urged,  it  may  be  anfwered, 

(i.)  That  prescriptive  right  is  of  no  avail  in  cafes  of 
ufurpation. 

(2.)  That  Sir  William  Douglas  prefented  a  petition  to 
the  King,  in  1675,  explaining  his  rights,  and  the  ufurpa- 
tion of  the  Duke  Mazarin,  which  was  anfwered  ambigu- 
oufly. 

(3.)  That  King  William,  of  happy  memory,  at  the  laft 
peace,  demanded  the  faid  villages  of  the  Moll  Chriftian 
King,  by  my  Lord  Manchefter,  his  AmbafTador,  to  be 
reftored  to  Sir  'William  Douglas  ;  and  that,  according  to 
the  anfwer  returned,  Mr.  Douglas  would  have  acquired 
pofleffion  of  the  fame,  had  not  the  war  broken  out  in  the 
mean  time. 

Should  it  be  objected,  that  the  Duke  Mazarin  is  in 
pofleffion  of  thefe  villages,  by  virtue  of  letters-patent  from 
the  King,  and  that  fuch  pofleffion  is  good,  it  is  anfwered, 

(i.)  That  it  was  an  ufurpation  of  the  Duke  Mazarin,  to 
obtain  the  King's  letters^patent  under  falfe  pretence,  as 
can  be  proved  by  the  fuit  of  Baron  de  Vanghen,  and  by  the 
patent  obtained  by  him  of  the  King,  to  replace  him  in 
pofleffion  of  Minferfheim,  of  which  he  had  been  difpof- 
fefled,  for  like  reafons  as  M.  de  B.  had  been  of  his  villages. 

(2.)  In  all  patents  there  is  a  claufe  which  fays,  "  (ave 
the  right  of  others."  Thus  the  King  only  grants  by  patent 
what  belongs  to  him,  and,  confequently,  that  obtained  by 
the  Duke  Mazarin,  under  a  falfe  pretence,  cannot  be  valid, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  right  of  M.  de  B. 

(i.)  It  will  be  obferved  that  the  two  villages  were  re- 
united by  the  Duke  Mazarin  to  the  domaine  of  the  Grand 
Bailiwick,  which  is  the  King's  own  property. 

(2.)  That  the  Duke  Mazarin  poflefles  thefe  two  villages 

only 
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only  as  Provoft  of  Haguenau,  and  Governor  of  Alface,  and 
that  during  life,  or  the  King's  pleafure. 

(3.)  That  the  King,  upon  the  death  of  the  Duke  Maza- 
rin,  or  before,  can  grant  his  domain,  or  any  part  of  it,  to 
whomever  he  pleafes. 

And  the  rather  as  the  faid  villages  of  D.  and  K.  appear 
to  have  been  wrongfully  reunited  to  the  Grand  Bailiwick, 
under  a  falfe  pretence  of  Duke  Mazarin,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  will  not  permit  them,  by 
his  authority,  to  be  retained  any  longer  by  the  Duke,  who 
has  no  right  but  by  ufurpation,  to  the  prejudice  of  Mr. 
Douglas,  to  whom  they  of  right  belong,  and  that  his  Ma- 
jefty will  judge  it  proper,  to  give  immediate  orders  that 
Mr.  Douglas  may  recover  pofleflion  of  the  villages  of  Dan- 
kelfheim  and  Kitleflieim,  as  well  as  of  all  that  may  legally 
belong  to  him  in  France. 

From  Count  de  Maffci.     (Page  127.) 
SIR, 

London,  December  24th,  1711. 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  the  inclofed 
memorial,  as  the  ultimatum,  in  refpe&  to  the  barrier  .which 
his  Majefty  and  his  council  have  thought  juft  and  reafon- 
able,  to  obtain  from  France,  for  the  fecurity  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs's  territories,  as  the  Lords  delivered  their  fenti- 
ments  upon  it,  at  the  conference  granted  me  this  mom- 
ing,  of  which  you  know  more  than  I  do  ;  1  doubt  not  her 
Majefty  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  give  orders  accordingly 
to  her  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht,  and  pofitive  aflurances 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  by  the  anfwer  (he  will  honour  him 
with. 

With  refpeft  to  the  aggrandifement,  I  flatter  myfelf  that 
her  Majefty  will  preferve  the  fame  fentiments  and  inclina- 
tion to  exert  her  influence  to  procure  it  for  his  Royal  Migh- 
nefs,  as  her  goodnefs  has  given  him  reafon  to  expert ;  and 
that  (he  will  likewife  order  her  Plenipotentiaries,  to  con- 
cert and  endeavour,  by  all  methods  and  expedients  that 
may  be  proper,  in  the  courfe  of  the  negociation,  to  ac- 
complim,  with  greater  facility,  the  equitable  intention  of 
her  Majefty  upon  that  head,  the  better  to  fecure  the  peace 
now  about  to  be  made,  and  to  maintain  that  equilibrium, 
which  the  fituation  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's  territories, 
when  extended  and  indiflblubly  united  to  England,  by  the 
fame  interefts,  and  by  gratitude,  may  materially  influence. 

Note 
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Note.     (Page  127.) 

Memorial  of  Count  de  Maffei,  Envoy-extraordinary  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  of  Savoy  to  her  Britannic  Majefty,  to 
Air.  St.  John,  for  the  purpofe  of  an  Inftru&ion  to  the 
Minlfters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Queen,  at  the  Congrefs; 
of  Utrecht,  in  order  to  obtain  from  France,  by  an  ulti- 
matum, the  barrier  hereafter  fpecified,  which  her  Ma- 
jefty and  her  ^Council  have  agreed  to  be  juft  and  rea- 
fonable  to  obtain  for  the  fecurity  of  the  States  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  and  as  one  of  thofe  conditions  fine  qua 
non. 

FOR  PIEDMONT. 

That  the  Moft  Chriftian  King  do  give  up  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  fortrefles  of  Exilles,  and  Feneftrelles,  with 
the  vallies  of  Pragclas,  Oulx,  Sezane,  Exilles,  and  Chateau 
Dauphin,  and,  in  general,  all  from  the  Alps  between  Mo- 
rianne  and  the  valley  of  Barcelonnette,  carrying  the  barrier 
through  the  defile  de  la  Roue  les  Echelles,  Mont  Genevre, 
the  defile  de  1'Agnel,  and  other  Alps,  and  to  thofe  on  the 
fide  of  Piedmont,  between  which  the  faid  vallies  are  fituate, 
afluming  the  top  of  the  faid  Alps,  the  plains  and  the  lands 
upon  the  faid  Alps,  fo  to  be  divided  between  France  and 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  to  be  the  mountains,  forts,  and  vallies, 
fo  be  given  up  to,  held,  and  poffcfied  by  his  faid  Highnefs 
and  his  fucceflbrs  for  ever»  in  full  fovereignty,  as  places  pro- 
perly belonging  to  him  or  them. 

1'hat  for  the  fecurity  of  this  barrier,  the  King  of  France 
fliall  demoliih  the  fortifications  of  Briancon,  without  ever 
reftoring  them;  and  upon  this  condition  alone  will  his 
Royal  Highnefs  depart  from  the  demandingthe  ceflion  of 
Bnancon  and  Mont  Dauphin. 

FOR   SAVOY, 

That  France  give  up  Barreau  detnolifhed,  with  the  lands 
between  Barreau  and  Mont  Meillan,  on  one  fide  of  the 
Ifere,  and  upon  the  other  fide,  Gonfelin,  with  the  other 
lands  as  far  as  La  Rochelle  and  to  the  defile  de  Vaugeani, 
paying  an  equivalent  in  money  for  the  demolition  of  Mont 
i  Meillan,  equal  to  the  rebuilding  it,  or  giving  up  Barreau 
fortified, 

That  all  territories,  places,  and  villages,  claimed  by  and 
yielded  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Lyons,  fituate  beyond 
the  Rhone  on  the  fide  of  Savoy,  be  given  up  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  with  the  free  ufs  of  the  Rhone,  equally  for  the 

Moft 
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Moft  Chriftian  King  and  his  Royal  Highnefs,  from  Geneva 
to  St.  Genis  d'Aofte. 

The  villages  referved  to  France  on  the  fide  of  Savoy, 
by  the  faid  treaty,  the  ceffion  of  which  is  now  required, 
are  feven  :  Aire,  Chancy,  Auully,  Pont  d'Aflot,  Seyflel, 
ChamiZj  and  Pierre  Chafuel.  • 

FOR    THE    COUNTY   OF    NICE. 

That  Monaco  be  given  up  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  as 
a  recompence  for  the  demolition  of  the  Caftle  of  Nice  and 
other  forts  in  this  county ;  as  alfo,  for  the  fecurity  of  this 
province,  which  is  open  on  the  fide  of  his  Royal  Highnefs, 
and  inclofed  by  this  place  on  one  fide,  and  by  Antibes  on 
the  other. 

And  that  his  Ro/al  Highnefs  have  the  free  exercife  of 
fovereignty  in  Men  ton  and  Rocabruna,  as  his  anceftors 
formerly  had,  and  as  the  equity  of  his  Royal  Highnefs's 
claims  to  thefe  lands  requires. 

COUNT  DE  MAFFEI. 

To  Monficur  (FHervart.     (Page  132.) 

SIR, 

Whitehall,  January  4th,  1711-12. 

I  HAVE  been  a  little  uneafy,  I  acknowledge,  about  the 
letter  I  wrote  to  you  fome  time  ago,  which  has  caufed  fo 
many  reports  in  Holland;  but  I  did  you  juftice,  and  never 
fuppofed  you  had  the  leaft  bad  intention  in  fhowing  it:  fo, 
if  you  pleafe  we  will  fay  no  more  about  this  crofs  accident. 

You  fee  the  conferences  are  opened,  and  I  doubt  not 
there  are  many  people,  who  will  fet  all  their  ingenuity  at 
work  to  diflblve  them,  but,  provided  the  French  will  pur- 
chafe  a  peace  at  a  reafonable  price,  I  hope  we  (hall  gain 
our  port. 

I  confider  it  as  unneceflary  for  me  to  defire  your  exer- 
tions to  do  away  thofe  falfe  notions  which  our  faction  here, 
and  their  allies  on  your  fide,  endeavour  to  difleminate. 
You  wifli  for  a  peace,  as  well  from  a  Chriftian  as  a  political 
motive ;  and  you  are  able  to  difcern  from  what  fource  fprings 
all  the  oppoution  to  the  Queen's  meafure. 

Prince  Eugene  has  been  fome  days  upon  our  coaft ;  I 
know  not  if  contrary  winds  will  fuffer  him  to  land ;  but  I 
am  apprehenfive  that  the  difgrace  of  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough  will  fruttrate  one  part  of  his  inftru£tions. 

1  wifh  you  a  happy  new  year,  and  am,  &c. 

L  1  3  To 
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To  his  Rfyal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Savoy.     (Page  149.) 
MY  LORD, 

Whitehall,  January  8th,  1712. 

I  RECEIVED  the  letter  your  Royal  Highnfefs  was 
pleafed  to  write  to  me,  i8th  of  October,  with  all  the  refpe£t 
and  gratitude  due  to  a  great  Prince,  who  condefcends  to 
accept  of  fervices  fo  little  important  as  mine. 

Count  Maffei  has  not  failed  to  inform  your  Royal  High- 
nefs  of  the  inftrudtions  given  by  her  Majefty  to  her  Ple- 
nipotentiaries ;  and  I  dare  aflure  you,  that  the  Queen  can- 
not difplay  more  firmnefs  in  profecuting  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain  itfelf,  than  (he  does  in  promoting  that,  of  your 
Royal  Highnefs.  I  pray  God  to  grant  your  Royal  High- 
nefs  a  long  feries  of  happy  years. 

I  am,  and  fhall  through  life  remain,  your  Royal  High- 
nefs's,  &c. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  151.) 

S  i  R, 

Verfailles,  January  5th,   1712. 

I  RECEIVED  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  the  I5th  laft  month,  O.S.  with  the  paflports  for  the 
King's  Plenipotentiaries.  As  his  Majefty  intends  to  ac- 
celerate as  much  as  poflible  the  opening  of  the  conferences, 
and  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  as  a  neceflary  confequence, 
he  did  not  hefitate  to  accept  thefe  paflports,  though,  in 
point  of  form,  lefs  ample  than  thofe  fent  by  his  orders. 

I  hope,  Sir,  that  no  accident  will  intervene  to  retard  the 
arrival  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht;  and  as  you  have 
fent  particular  orders  to  the  Earl  of  Straffbrd  upon  this 
fubjeit,  the  King's  Plenipotentiaries  will  apply  to  him,  in 
cafe  it  be  neceflary  for  him  to  remove  any  difficulty  that 
may  arife. 

We  learn,  by  letters  from  Holland,  that  each  province 
is  to  name  its-Plenipotentiary  for  the  peace  ;  that  Holland 
alone  has  appointed  Meflrs.  Buys  and  Vanderduflen  to  afllft 
at  the  conferences  as  Commiffioners,  and  not  as  Plenipo- 
tentiaries. As  the  primary  proceeding  upon  opening  fuch 
an  aflembly  is  to  communicate  the  credentials  of  the  dif- 
ferent Minifters,  it  would  be  impoflibleto  enter  into  treaty 
with  thofe  who  have  no  powers  to  treat  on  the,,  part  of 
their  principals.  I  am  convinced  that  the  province  of 

Holland 
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Holland  will  not  lay  itfelf  open  to  fuch  an  inconvenience  > 
but  ftill  I  believe  you  will  think  it  expedient  to  mention 
this  to  the  Earl  of  Straffbrd,  in  order  that  any  new  diffi- 
culty may  be  prevented  at  a  time  when  it  fliould  be  the 
endeavour  of  all  parties  to  remove  every  obftacle  to  the  re* 
eftablifhment  of  the  public  tranquillity.  I  am,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 

From  the  .Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  153.) 

SIR, 

Verfailles,  January  5th,   1712. 

I  SEE  with  much  fatisfa&ion,  by  the  letter  you  ho- 
noured me  with  in  your  own  hand  writing,  that  you  are 
convinced  the  Queen's  refolution  will  remove  all  diffi- 
culties raifed  againft  a  peace,  by  a  hoftile  cabal  with  you* 
I  acknowledge  that  their  proceedings,  their  occafional  ap- 
parent fuccefs,  and  the  meafures  purfued  in  foreign  countries, 
caufed  an  alarm  among  thofe  not  perfectly  acquainted  with 
the  interior  of  England,  and  who  formed  their  judgment 
of  the  nation  from  fuch  falfe  appearances.  You  entirely  do 
away  my  apprehensions  concerning  the  reports  fpread 
abroad  ;  for  I  believe  you  will  approve  of  the  fenfible  in- 
tereft  I  take  in  every  thing  that  refpe&s  you  and  your 
friends,  and  confequently  of  my  uneafmefs  while  your  ene- 
mies remain  in  place.  As  you  know  better  than  any  per- 
fon,  how  long  it  may  be  proper  to  leave  with  them  the 
power  to  do  mifchief,  and  to  avenge  themfelves,  .without 
any  advice  from  me,  I  (hall  confine  myfelf  to  the  afliirance, 
that  the  King's  Plenipotentiaries  go  from  hence  well  in- 
formed of  her  Majefty's  intentions,  and  are  fo  empowered 
as  to  bring  the  negociation  to  a  ready  conclusion.  I  hope 
then  its  fuccefs  will  be  fpeedy  and  fortunate,  and  that  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain  will,  on  their  part,  en- 
deavour to  remove  all  difficulties  that  may  delay  the  con- 
clufion  of  this  great  work.  I  am,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 

.A;/" 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  155.) 

S   I  R,  ^ 

Whitehall,  January  izth  (O.S.)*7ii. 
1  REPLY  to  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  inftant. 
The  Queen's  orders,  which  I  fent  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford, 
have  had  their  effeft  ;  and  you  will  have  feen  that  minifter 

L  1  4  has 
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has  taken  every  neceflary  meafure  to  prevent  any  accident 
that  can  retard  the  arrival  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht.  If  the  Dutch  Minifters  fhould  aflift  at  the  con- 
ferences as  Commiflioners  only,  and  not  as  Plenipotenti- 
aries, as  report  runs,  and  as  you  imagine,  there  would 
perhaps  be  no  reply  to  your  objection  ;  but  I  obferve,  Sir, 
.in  all  my  letters,  as  well  as  in  that  written  by  the  States- 
General  to  the  Queen,  the  29th  of  laft  month,  that  Mon- 
fieur  Buys  and  his  Colleagues  are  nominated  Plenipotenti- 
aries to  the  Congrefs  to  be  held  at  Utrecht.  I  am,  &c. 

H.  ST.  JOHN. 

To  tie  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  156.) 

S  i  R, 

Whitehall,  January   iath  (O.S.)    1711. 

I  AM  very  fenfible  of  all  your  civilities,  and  of  the  in- 
tereft  you  take  in  what  relates  to  us  with  regard  to  the  in- 
trigues of  our  faction.  It  is  evident  that  the  difficulties 
they  throw  in  our  way  are  great,  but  the  Queen's  refo- 
lution,  feconded  by  the  compliances  of  his  Moft  Chrif- 
tian  Majefty,  will,  I  doubt  not,  in  the  end  prevail. 

Our  letters  of  the  igth,  N.S.  from  Utrecht,  announce 
the  arrival  of  your  Plenipotentiaries  ;  I  hope  they  will'not 
leave  that  city  until  the  peace  be  figned. 

Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy  has  been  here  fome  .days  ;  his 
ftay  will  not  be  long,  and  his  reprefentations  will  not  have. 
She  effccl;  expected  at  the  Emperor's  Court.  I  am,  See. 

H.  ST.  JOHN. 

•Note.'_  [Page  163.) 

IN  anfwer  to  the  memorial  of  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy, 
February  7th,  O.S.  (i 8th,' N.S.)  I  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
quaint the  faid  Prince,  by  exprefs  order  of  the  Queen, 
among  other  matter,  that  her  Majefty  could  not  declare 
what  effort  fhe  may  be  -able  to  make  this  year  in  Spain, 
until  {he  knew  what  fupplies  her  Parliament  would  grant 
for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that  {he  would  lay  before  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  the  propofais  he  had  made  to  her  from  the 
Emperor,  by  which  his  Imperial  Majefty  undertakes  to  fur- 
nifh  30,000  men  of  the  40,000  judged  neceffary  to  confti- 
tute  the  army  in  Catalonia,  and  to  pay  one  million  of  the 
four  millions  of  crowns  which  will  be  fufficient,  according 
to  the  account  his  Imperial  Majefty  has  caufed  to  be  made 
«ut,  for  all  the  expellees  of  the  war  in  that  quarter. 

Agreeable 


FOREIGN   LETTERS   AND    PAPERS.  52! 

Agreeably  to  that  anfwer,  the  faid  propofals  were  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  we  muft  expert  the  refult  in  a 
few  days.  Her  Majefty,  however,  confidcrs  herfelf  obliged 
to  remark,  that  hitherto  fhe  has  not  obferved  that  the 
States-General  have  entered  into  any  agreement  for  their 
quota  of  this  expence,  or  have  taken  any  meafures  to  make 
a  g'reater  effort  than  they  have  hitherto  done  in  Catalonia  y 
though  many  months  ago,  the  Queen  declared  her  expecta- 
tions, that  the  plan  of  the  war  in  that  quarter  (hould  be 
concerted  with  her  allies,  and  that  the  States-General  fhould 
agree  to  furnifti  their  fhare  in  all  the  neceflary  expences. 
The  Queen  believed  that  his  Imperial  Majefty's  reprefent- 
ations  would  have  carried  fufficient  weight  with  the  States- 
General,  efpecially  in  the  prefent  poiture  of  affairs,  to 
have  induced  them  to  refolve  upon  a  thing  fo  juft,  foeflen- 
tial  for  the  continuance  of  the  war.  The  Queen  hopes 
that  in  Holland  and  elfewhere  no  excufes  will  in  future  be 
made  for  contributing  to  expences  which  there  is  no  pofi- 
tive  obligation  by  treaties,  as  it  is  notorious  to  all  the  world 
that  her  Majefty  has  been  under  no  obligation  whatever^ 
except  that  fuggefted  by  generofity  and  her  zeal  for  the 
common  caufc,  which  have  urged  her  to  contribute  the 
greateft  fhare  of  the  immenfe  fums  that  have  been  pro- 
vided for  fo  many  years  towards  the  fupport  of  the  war. 

The  Queen  learns  with  great  fatisfa£t ion  the  happy  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  allied  army  in  Spain,  as  communicated  in  the 
memorial  of  Prince  Eugene,  February  I2th,  O.S.  (March 
jd,  N.S.)  ;  her  Majefty  entertains  no  doubt  that  the  arrival 
in  Italy  of  the  reinforcements  for  the  army  in  Spain,  the 
inarch  of  the  corps  of  23,780  men,  and  the  vigorous  mea- 
iures  puriued  by  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  all  his  prepara- 
t  ons  for  opening  the  campaign,  will  force  the  enemy  to 
reflect  in  earneft  that  it  is  time  to  make  peace,  and  con- 
fequently  will  contribute  to  promote  a  fortunate  iflue  to 
the  prefent  negociation. 

With  refpedl  to  affairs  in  Spain,  and  particularly  as  to 

the  Duke  of  Argyle's  order  to  the  Queen's  Paymafter- 

general,  mentioned  by  Prince  Eugene  in  his   Memorial, 

February  23d,  O.S.   (March  5th,  N.S.)  it  is  impoifible 

to  give  any  precife  anfwer  until  the  Duke's  arrival,  who 

is  coming  home  to  give  an  account  to  her  Majefty  of  every 

thing  relative  to  the  war  in  Spain,  and  who  is  expected 

every  moment.  H.  ST.  JOHN. 

Whitehall,  February  zgth,   1711-12. 
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From  Baron  de  Botbmar.     (Page  168.) 
SIR, 

.Arl-ngton-ftreet,  January  z gth,   1711-12. 

I  HAVE  iuft  now  heard  that  the  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween the'  Queen  and  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Provinces,  for  the  barrier  of  the  latter  in  the  Spanifh  Low 
Countries,  has  been  laid  this  day  before  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. The  Elector  my  maftep  confidering  that  the  per- 
fon  who  pretends  to  difpute  with  him  the  right,  which  has 
been  given  to  him  and  to  his  moft  ferene  family  in  the  per- 
fon  of  the  Electrefs  his  mother,  to  fucceed  to  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain,  in  cafe  the  Queen  has  no  iflue,  is  fup- 
ported  by  fo  confiderable  a  foreign  powet  as  that  of  the 
King  of  Frahce,  could  not  but  with  the  utmoft  gratitude 
obferve  fo  real  a  mark  of  the  honour  of  her  Majefty's 
friendfhip  for  him  and  his  moft  ferene  family,  as  that 
which  fhe  has  been  pleafed  to  give,  by  the  care  which  me 
nas  taken  to  rtipulate  by  the  aforefaid  treaty,  that  the  States- 
General  fliould  be  guarantees  of  the  Proteftant  fucceffion, 
more  effectually  to  fecure  this  right  againft  all  thofe  who 
would  oppofe  it. 

As  I  know  you,  Sir,  to  be  both  zealous  for  this  right, 
and  well  affe£ted  to  his  Electoral  Highnefs,  I  take  the  li- 
berty, as  well  for  this  reafon  as  for  that  of  your  being  a 
Minifter,  to  apply  myfelf  to  you,  and  to  defire  you  to  ma- 
nage the  matter  fo  that  the  guaranty  ftipulated  by  the  bar- 
rier treaty,  in  favour  of  the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  may  not 
receive  any  injury  from  its  being  communicated  to  the  Par- 
liament. 

I  fhall  have  the  honour  to  fpeak  alfo  by  word  of  mouth 
to  you  about  it,  when  your  other  bufmefs  will  permit  you 
to  allow  me  a  moment  for  it.  I  am,  &c. 

THE  BARON  DE  BOTHMAR. 

Note.     (Page  168.) 

Answer  from  his  Electoral  Highnefs  of  Brunfwick-Lunen- 
burg  to  Earl  Rivers. 

Gohrde,  November  7th,   1711. 

HIS  Electoral  Highnefs  receives,  with  the  moft  grateful 

acknowledgments,  the  communication,  which  her  Majefty's 

goodnefs  h^is  made  to  him,  of  all  that  has  palled  concerning 

the  important  bufmefs  of  a  general  peace.     He  is  not  lefs 

2  fenfible 


FOREIGWLETTERS    AND    PAPERS. 

fenfible  of  the  favour  in  being  informed  of  the  Earl  of 
Stafford's  inftru&ions,  which  fhall  be  attended  to  as  de- 
fired. 

His  Electoral  Highnefs  is  alfo  under  a  new  obligation 
to  her  Majefty  for  making  thcfe  communications  by  a 
perfon  of  fuch  rank  and  merit  as  Earl  Rivers,  who  has 
always  been  the  particular  friend  of  his  Houfe.  His  Elec- 
toral Highnefs  has  with  extreme  fatisfa&ion  remarked,  in 
the  inftru&ion  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  that  her  Majefty 's 
intention  is,  to  do  nothing  towards  a  general  peace,  but  in' 
concert  with  the  States-General ;  her  Majefty  infifting 
in  thofe  inftru£tions,  upon  the  abfolute  necejjlty  there  is  to 
maintain  a  good  under •  flandlng  between  the  two  nations,  upon 
which  mujt,  in  a  great  meafure,  defend  their  mutual  fafety^ 
and  the  balance  of  Europe, 

The  prefent  war  has  fhown  what  the  two  nations  can 
do,  when  clofely  united;  but  the  efforts  of  Britain  in  this 
war  have  been  fo  grand,  and  her  (hare  fo  extenfive  and  no- 
ble, in  a  word,  fo  worthy  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  great 
Queen  who  fways  the  fceptre,  that  there  can  be  no  reafon 
to  doubt,  that,  at  the  future  treaty  for  peace,  all  the  allies 
will  unanimoufly  concur  to  obtain  for  Great  Britain  the 
conditions  and  advantages  fhe'  may  expect  from  France  ; 
and  it  feems  this  method  would  be  more  certain  to  attain 
this  end,  than  the  endeavour  to  gain  it  by  a  feparate  nego- 
ciation,  which  might  give  the  other  allies  fome  ground  for 
diftruft. 

It  is  certain  that  the  general  intereft  of  the  allies  re- 
quires they  Should  be  as  united  at  the  future  treaty  of  peace, 
as  thfty  were  during  the  war,  as  the  only  means  to  guard 
againft  thofe  intrigues  which  France  has  fo  ufefully  prac- 
tiled  in  fuch  kind  of  aflemblies,  to  divide  the  allies,  and  that 
all  the  fecurity  of  the  latter  depends  upon  their  guaranty  to 
each  other  of  what  may  be  regulated  by  the  faid  treaty. 

As  to  the  place  of  aflembly,  it  is  matter  of  aftonifhment 
in  the  victorious  ftate  of  the  allies,  that  France  fhould 
pretend  to  dictate,  and  fhould  in  this  refpecl:  begin  to 
affume  a  mafterly  tone.  His  Electoral  Highnefs  doubts 
not  the  Queen  will  difapprove  of  fuch  haughty  proceeding, 
and  will  acknowledge  it  is  proper  to  fix  with  the  allies  the 
place  of  meeting. 

With  regard  to  the  information  received,  that  the  Im- 
'perial  Court  was  defirous  to  open  a   fecret   negociation 
with  France,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  intereft  of  Great  Brit- 
tain, 
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tain,  his  Electoral  Highnefs  takes  the  liberty  to  affure  the 
Queen,  that  that  Court  has  no  fuch  intention,  its  prefent 
circumftances  and  the  reftitutions  required  from  France 
being  fuch,  that  it  is  not  poflible  for  that  Court  to  with- 
draw itfelf  from  the  reft  of  the  allies,  and  ftill  lefs  fo  from 
the  Queen  than  any  other  of  them  ;  it  may,  on  the  con- 
trary, be  rather  expected,  that  the  new  Emperor  will  make 
greater  exertions  againft  the  enemy,  than  have  been  hi- 
therto made. 

My  Lord  Rivers  is  requefted,  humbly  to  thank  her  Ma- 
jefty  for  the  care  her  goodnefs  has  taken  of  the  intereft  of 
the  Electoral  Houfe,  in  the  firft  article  of  the  preliminaries 
propofed  by  France,  as  alfo,  for  her  willingnefs  to  procure 
for  his  Electoral  Highnefs,  from  that  Crown,  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  electorate,  upon  which  his  Highnefs  wifhes 
that  whenever  this  fubjedt  is  treated,  her  Majefty's  mi- 
nifters  may  ta!^  care  to  omit  the  word  ninth^  as  derogat- 
ing from  his  rank,  his  Electorate  being  no  longer  the 
ninth  ;  and  therefore  the  Queen  is  defired  to  ftipulate  that 
France  do  acknowledge  the  eleEtcrqte  of  his  Ele floral  High- 
nefs of  Brunfwick)  with  all  dignities^  offices^  and  preroga- 
tives thereunto  annexed. 

In  regard  to  what  has  pafled  in  Scotland  concerning  the 
medal  of  the  Pretender,  his  Electoral  Highnefs  fubmits 
to  the  Queen's  prudence,  what  fhould  be  done  to  prevent 
the  confequences  of  fo  public  a  tranfaction. 

His  Electoral  Highnefs  is  much  obliged  to  the  Queen, 
for  the  fteps  (he  has  taken  with  the  King  of  Denmark,  to 
engage  him  to  alter  his  defign  of  fending  troops  into  the 
country  of  Bremen,  and  herein  he  begs  her  Majefty  to  con- 
tinue her  care  whenever  circumftances  may  require  it. 
•  His  Electoral  Highnefs  is  very  fenfible  of  the  Queen's 
goodnefs  in  permitting  the  return  offome  of  his  regiments 
during  the  winter  ;  he  will  withdraw  as  few  as  poffible, 
to  avoid  an  abufe  of  her  Majefty's  goodnefs :  he  will  fend 
them  back  as  early  as  he  can,  knowing  of  what  impor- 
tance it  is,  that  the  army  fhould  be  early  in  readinefs  to 
begin  the  campaign.  His  Electoral- Highnefs  has  ordered 
Baron  de  Bothmar  to  return  directly  to  the  Queen's  Court; 
he  hopes  that  her  Majeily  and  her  Minifters  will  give 
him  a  favourable  reception,  the  intent  of  his  journey  and 
inftrudtions  being  only  to  mark  ftill  more  vifibly  his 
Electoral  Highnefs's  veneration  of  her  Majefty's  perfon, 
and  his  gratitude  for  her  goodnefs.. 
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To  Baron  de  Eothmar.     (Page  172.) 

SIR, 

Whitehall,  February  znd,  1711-12. 

AS  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  me 
of  the  2Qth  of  the  laft  month,  turns  upon  fo  important  a 
fubje&  as  the  fucceffion  of  the  moft  ferene  Houfe  of  Hano- 
ver, I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate  it  to  the  Queen, 
and  it  is  by  her  order  that  I  fend  you  the  following  an- 
fwer: — It  is  fo  indifputable  a  right  of  the  Houfe  of  Com-_ 
mons  to  enquire  into  every  thing  which  has  been,  or  may 
become  prejudicial  to  the  interelt  of  the  nation,  that  the 
fovereigns  themfelves  never  take  upon  them  to  hinder  their 
proceedings  of  that  kind ;  for  which  reafon  you  will  give 
me  leave  to  fay,  that  it  is  proper  that  you  fhould  not  lightly 
meddle  in  fo  nice  an  affair,  and  efpecially  fmce  you  cannot 
have  particular  and  peremptory  orders  from  his  Electoral 
Highnefs  your  mafter.  You  do  me  a  great  deal  of  juftice 
in  looking  upon  me  as  a  man  well  affe&ed  to  his  Electoral 
Highnefs,  and  zealous  for  his  right  j  but  you  do  me  too 
much  honour  in  thinking  me  able  to  direct  matters  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  one  way  or  other ;  the  only  means 
which  I  could  make  ufe  of  for  this  purpofe,  would  be  to 
lay  before  them  the  letter,  which  jou  was  pleafed  to  write 
me, -and  that  I  will  do  if  you  defire  it.  I  muft  add,  that  the 
good  inclinations  of  the  Queen,  of  the  Parliament,  and  of 
the  people  in  general,  are  the  beft  guaranty  for  fecuring  the 
Proteftant  fucceffion ;  and  after  all  the  proofs  which  have 
been  given  by  her  .Majefty  and  by  both  Houfes,  of  their 
fmcere  intentions  to  maintain  the  right  of  the  moft  ferene 
family,  it  feems  a  little  ftrange  that  the  examination  of  the 
baiyier  treaty,  which  fo  nearly  concerns  one  of  the  moft 
confiderable  branches  of  our  trade,  fhould  occafion  any 
jealoufy.  I  am,  &c. 

'To  Alonfuur  dc  Cambiague.  •   (Page  193.) 

S  i  R, 

Whitehall,  February  2 gth,   1711-12. 

I  BEG  you  to  believe  that  Mr.  St.  John,  and  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  of  that  name,  are  the  fame  perfon ;  you 
have  feen,  by  my  conduit  four  years  back,  that  great 
changes  do  not  afreet  me  much ;  therefore  do  not  fuppofc 
they  are  capable  of  making  me  ajter  my  fentiments  with 
refpe6l  to  my  friends, 

I  have 
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I  have  heard  much  good  of  Monfieur  Forrefter,  but 
your  recommendation  is  fufEcient  to  infure  my  endeavours 
to  be  of  fervice  to  him.  My  brother,  happily  for  him, 
was  with  a  friend  of  mine  at  Amfterdam,  when  he  was 
taken  ill  of  the  fmall-pox :  he  is  at  prefent  at  Utrecht, 
where,  provided  he  makes  a  good  ufe  of  the  advantageous 
fittiation  he  is  in,  he  may  advance  in  the  knowledge  of 
public  affairs,  and  in  time  be  of  fervice  to  his  country. 
The  peace,  among  other  advantages  it  brings  along  with 
it,  will  certainly  raife  the  price  of  our  funds.  I  am  very 
glad  to  find  you  are  engaged  in  the  South-Sea  Company, 
and  make  no  manner  of  doubt  that  you  will  gain  a  confi- 
derable  profit  upon  your  fubfcriptions.  Poor  Monfieur 
Calandrini  is  ftill  at  Paris,  and,  according  to  all  accounts, 
eliciting  the  payment  of  what  is  due  to  him:  I  have  made, 
and  fhall  continue  to  make,  application  for  him  to  the 
French  Minifters.  I  flatter  myfclf  that  fome  of  them  may 
be  induced  to  ferve1  him. 

I  am,  &c. 

To  Mcnfieur  Mefnager.     (Page  197.) 

S  i  R, 

Whitehall,  March  4th,  O.S.   1711-12. 

1  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  I5th  inftant,  and 
Monfieur  Gaultier  will  not  have  omitted  informing  you 
of  my  giving  him  that  addrefied  to  him.  I  feel  myfelf 
much  honoured  by  the  friendship  you  exprefs  towards  me  ; 
I  beg  you  to  preferve  it  for  me,  and  to  believe  that,  on  my 
part,  I  will,  upon  all  occafions,  endeavour  to  {how  you 
that  no  one  can  be  more  perfectly  than  I  am,  &c. 

P.S.  The  paflport  demanded  for  you  by  Monfieur  Gaul- 
tier,  was  immediately  difpatched. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  2O2.) 

Marli,  January   31  ft,    1712. 

I  SEE,  Sir,  that  confidence  is  not  fo  entirely  eftabliftied 
as  we  could  wiQi,  between  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
King  and  thofe  of  the  Queen,  at  Utrecht.  As  we  have 
all  the  fame  object  in  view,  the  fpeedy  arrival  of  peace,  I 
conceive  you  will  think  it  proper  to  fend  more  pofitive  in- 
ftru&ions  to  the  Bifliop  of  Briftol  and  the  Earl  of  StrafTord, 
upon  a  fubjecl:  in  which  they  fliould  concert  their  meafures 
with  the  King's  Plenipotentiaries.  It  is  very  certain  that 

his 
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his  Majefty  is  every  way  difpofed  to,  contribute,  on  his  part, 
to  the  fpeedy  conclufion  of  the  treaty  ;  and  when  England 
fhall,  on  her  part,  concur,  all  oppofition,  from  the  enemies 
of  peace,  to  the  re-eftabliftiment  of  the  general  tranquillity 
will  be  vain.  I  am,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 

From  the  Marquis  dc  Torcy.     (Page  203.) 

Verlailles,  February  8th,   17  rz. 

NOTHING  could  give  me  greater  pleafure,  Sir,  ^than 
to  find,  by  the  letter  you  have  done  roe  the  honour  to 
write  to  me,  the  vanity  of  all  the  fchemes  concerted  to 
prevent  the  peace.  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  return  of  Prince 
Eugene  to  Holland  will  completely  undeceive  thofe,  who 
ftill  hoped  that  his  prefence  and  Deputation  would  {hake 
the  Queen's  wife  refolves  j  and  we  ought,  I  think,  to  ex- 
peel  from  them  the  happieft  refult,  fince  the  King  will 
likewife,  on  his  part,  contribute  every  thing  in  his  power 
for  the  completion  of  a  work  fo  necefiary  for  the  general 
welfare  of  Europe. 

I  hope,  Sir,  the  accomplifhment  of  it  will  give  me 
frequent  opportunities  of  alluring  you,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.      (Page  204.) 

Verfailles,  March  ioth,   1711. 

SINCE  the  Dauphin's  death,  the  Prince  his  eldeft  fon 
is  juft  dead,  and  the  only  one  who  remains,  at  this  day, 
Dauphin,  is  only  two  years  old.  Here,  Sir,  is  a  frelh 
caufe  of  alarm,  and  a  pretext  for  thofe  who  oppofe  the 
peace,  to  publifti  their  fears  of  the  union  of  the  two  crowns 
of  France  and  Spain  in  the  fame  Prince,  becaufe  the,  Ca- 
tholic King  has  only  an  infant  between  him  and  the  fuc- 
ceflion.  Neverthelefs,  this  union  would  be  as  detrimental 
to  France  and  Spain,  as  it  would  be  dangerous  to  the  reft 
of  Europe ;  on  that  account,  the  King  remains  unfhaken 
in  his  refolve  to  purfue  all  necefiary  meafures  to  prevent  it, 
and  his  Majefty  has  ordered  me  to  fignify  this  to  you, 
as  an  aflurance  for  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 

I  hope,  Sir,  that  the  misfortunes  which  lately  happened 
in  France,  will  not  impede  the  bleffing  of  peace,  and  that 
you  will  have  the  honour  to  bring  to   perfe&icn  a  work, 
in  the  conduct  of  which  you  have  had  fo  great  a  {hare. 
I  am,  &c.  DE  TORCY. 

To 


To  the  Marquis  de  Tcrcy.     (Page  205.) 

Whitehall.  March  4th,  O.S.    1711-11. 

I  SHOULD  be  afbamed  of  having  deferred  fo  long 
an  anfwer  to  the  honour  of  your  letters,  did  I  not  imagine, 
I  could  alledge  a  good  excufe,  and  which  will  meet  your 
approbation.  In  a  word,  it  was  my  defire  to  write  to  you 
with  a  certainty ;  and  on  that  account,  it  became  necefTury 
to  wait  until  the  Emperor's  Minifters,  and  thofe  of  the 
Republic  of  Holland,  had  more  openly  difcovered  their 
game;  until  the  neceflary  difpofitions  were  completed  here, 
and  finally,  until  the  Queen  had  refolved  upon  the  only 
method  that  can  lead  us  fpeedily  to  a  good  and  lafting 
peace.  I  have  now  the  fatisfa&ion  to  inform  you,  Sir, 
that  this  refolution  is  taken,  and  that  Mr.  Harley  fets  off 
this  evening,  or  to-morrow,  with  her  Majefty's  laft  in- 
jftructions  to  her  Plenipotentiaries.  You  will  be  pleafed 
to  approve  my  referring  you  to  Monfieur  Gaukier  for  a 
more  detailed  explanation  of  the  fubje£t  of  that  gentleman's 
commiffion;  and  the  Queen  hopes  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty  will  co-operate  with  her,  to  baffle  the  arts  of  thole 
who  defire  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

J  intended  to  write  to  you  yefterday,  when  I  received 
your  laft  of  the  loth  inftant,  N,S.  The  Queen  is  greatly 
affected  at  the  misfortunes  lately  fuffered  by  France  ;  and, 
fer  from  with  ing  that  thefe  vifitations  of  Heaven  fhouid 
impede  the  progrefs  of  our  great  work,  her  Majefty  will 
redouble  her  efforts,  and  proceed  in  fuch  a  manner,  thai 
it  wilf  depend  upon  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  to  con- 
clude the  peace  in  fewer  weeks  than  his  Plenipotentiaries 
have  'already  paffed  at  Utrecht.  The  Queen  orders  me, 
Sir,  to  notify  to  you,  that  fhe  does  not  doubt  the  King's 
firm  refolution  to  employ  every  neceflary  means  to  prevent 
the  union  of  the  two  crowns' upon  the  head  of  the  fame 
Prince  :  to  do  away  every  pretext  of  thofe  who  oppofc  the 
peace,  and  to  calm  the  minds  of  thofe  who  favour  it,  her 
Majefty  is  of  opinion,  that,  without  lofs  of  time,  we  fhonld 
agree  upon  this  article,  and  Monfreur  Gaultier  will  com-, 
municate  to  you  our  thoughts  upon  the  fubjeCr. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  letter,  without  prefenting  to  you 
my  teftimony  as  to  the  meritorious  conduct  of  the  bearer  of 
it.  He  has  feryed  the  King  his  mafter,  well,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  has  acquired  the  efteem  of  all  thofe  who  have 
had  to  do  with  him.  I  am,  &c. 

H.  ST.  JOHN, 
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•   Memorial  Jent  by  Monfteur  Gaultier.     (Page  207.) 

March.  4thf  7711-12. 

FROM  the  commencement  of  the  correfpondence  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  on  the  fubjefl  of  peace, 
:it  has  been  an  eftabliflied  maxim,  that  we  mufr  not,  if  it 
can  be  avoided,  expofe  ourfelves  to  the  events  of  the  cam- 
paign ;  the  Queen  continues  of  this  opinion,  and  has 
taken  all  neceffary  precautions  on  her  p.art,  to  bring  the 
negotiation  at  Utrecht  to  a  happy  concluiion.  From  what 
has  lately  occurred  here,  one  may  have  remarked  the  fa- 
vourable difpofition  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which, 
according  to  the  conftitntion  of  this  government,  is  prin- 
cipally to  be  looked  up  to  in  concerns  of  peace  and  war ; 
it  will  not  be  difficult  to  gain  the  fame  inclination  in  the 
other  Houfe.  After  which,  the  concurrence  of  the  Queen 
and  the  whole  Britifh  nation  becomes  a  certainty,  provided 
the  plan  for  a  general  peace  contain  that  reafonable  fatif- 
fa&ion  and  real  fecuritv  for  all  the  allies  which  they  have 
a  right  to  expect.  Mr.  Harley  fets  off  to-morrow  for 
Utrecht;  he  is  amply  inftru&ed  in  her  Majefty's  inten- 
tions upon  all  the  effentiai  points  that  may  come  to  be  dif- 
cufled  in  the  .negociation,  and  he  carries  their  laft  orders  to 
the  Plenipotentiaries.  Thefe  minifters  are  empowered  to 
enter  into  a  ftridl  confidence  with  thofe  of  his  Moft  Chrif- 
tian  Majefty,  and  to  endeavour  to  form  with  them  a  plan 
for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  repofe  of  Europe.  The 
Queen  hopes  this  proof  of  her  fincere  defire  to  do  every 
thing  in  her  power  "to  bring  about  this-  great  work,  will 
experience  a  due  return,  by  fending  inductions  to  the  ' 
Plenipotentiaries  of  France  to  avoid  ajl  delays,  and  to  grant 
.at  firft  thofe  points,  which  the  allies  may  with  juftice  de- 
mand, and  for  which  the  Queen  muft  in  honour  declare 
•herfelf.  The  treaty  of  commerce  may  ferve  as  a  pretence 
to  cover  this  fecret  negotiation ;  and  the  plan  thus  formed 
by  the  Queen's  and  the  King's  Plenipotentiaries  may,  by 
.the  latter,  be  prefented,  at  the  gefieral  Congrefs,  to  the 
Allies,  as  the  ultimatum  which  they  are  directed  to  offer. 
The  Queen  has  been  ferifibly  affected  by  the  misfortunes 
Jately  happened  to  France;  fhe  does  not  doubt  that  the 
death  of  thofe  Princes  may  be  ufed  as  an  argument  by 
thofe  who  defire  the  continuance  of  the  war  ;  but  fhe  be- 
lieves the  fureft  means  of  rendering  their  fcheme  fruitlefs, 
.will  be  to  agree,  without  lofs  of  time,  upon  the  neceflary 

VoL.JI.  M  m  meafures 
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meafures  to  prevent  the  union  of  the  two  crowns.  For 
this  purpofe  the  Queen  fuggefts  a  propofal,  that  the  Prince, 
now  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Crown  of  Spain,  fhould,  fop 
himfelf  and  his  iflue,  execute  a  formal  renunciation  of  that 
of  France,  and  that  the  line  of  fucceflion  to  both  fhould 
be  declared  and  fixed  in  the  treaty  of  peace  ;  it  were  alfo  to 
be  wifhed,  that  the  Cortes,  or  States  of  Spain,  fhould  one 
way  or  other  concur  with  this  act. 

Such  are  our  firft  ideas  on  this  fubject;  if,  in  the  fequel, 
any  expedient  more  fubftantial  and  effectual  can  be  fug- 
gefted,  the  Queen  is  aflured  that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty  will  confent  to  it,becaufe  he  looks  upon  this  union  as 
prejudicial  to  France  and  Spain,  as  it  is  dangerous  for 
the  reft  of  Europe, 

To  the  Marquis  d'jttegrc.     (Page  209.) 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  March  4th,  O.S.  1711-12. 
I  RECEIVED  your  letter  by  Monfieur  Molo  j  dur- 
ing your'ftay  in  this  country,  I  conceived  for  you  thofefen- 
timents  of  efteem,  which  your  merit  exacts  from  all  who 
have  the  honour  of  your  acquaintance.  I  then  made  yoij 
a  promife,  that  I  would  endeavour,  upon  all  occafions,-*q 
be  of  fervice  to  you,  and  I  now  keep  my  word.  The  Queen 
confents  to  your  exchange,  and  the  MefTenger,  who  fets 
off  next  Friday,  will  carry  to  Utrecht  the  order  for  your 
liberation  Your  exchange  had  formerly  been  agreed  upon 
with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  but  the  Queen  refufed 
her  aflent.  I  wifli,  with  you,  for  the  fpeedy  return  of  the 
peace  of  Europe,  and  we  have  reafon  to  hope  that  the  ne* 
gociation,  for  fome  time  entered  upon,  will  have  a  fortu- 
nate iffue.  I  am,  &c, 

To  Monfieur  Marfc balch  de  Bieberjlein.     (Page  216.) 

My  DEAR  SIR, 

Whitehall,  March  zzd,  N.S.  1711  12. 
I  HAVE  only  a  few  moments  of  time  to  beg  you  will 
forward  the  inclofed  to  the  King  your  mafter  ;  it  is  my 
very  humble  reply  to  the  honour  he  did  me,  when  you 
arrived  in  Britain.  By  the  meflenger  of  next  week,  1 
(hall  write  you  a  letter  inftead  of  a  note. 

I  am,  &ct 
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Tf  the  Xing  of  PruJJla.     (Page  217.) 
SIRE, 

Whitehall,  March  20th,  O.S.  1711-12. 

I  RECEIVED  the  honour  which  your  Majefty  con- 
defcended  to  do  me  by  your  letter  of  November  iQth, 
which  Monfieur  Marfchalch  de  Bieberftein  delivered  to  me, 
with  all  poflible  refpe£t  and  fubmiffion. 

All  the  labours  of  my  life  could  not  merit  fo  great  a 
favour  as  that  your  Majefty  has  done  me,  by  declaring  that 
you  are  fatisfied  with  my  conduct  hitherto ;  the  beft  man- 
ner to  (how  my  acknowledgment  of  your  royal  goodnefs, 
will  be  to  continue  my  prayers  for  the  increafe  of  your 
happinefs  and  renown,  and  to  fearch  for  new  opportuni- 
ties to  make  more  known  to  you,  that  very  refpecTful  at- 
tachment with  which  I  fhall  be,  as  long  as  life  lafts, 

Your  Majetty's,  &c. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  219.) 

SIR, 

Verfailles,  March  20th,   1712. 

THE  King's  Plenipotentiaries  receive  new  orders  from 
his  Majefty,  to  agree  with  the  Biftiop  of  Eriftol,  and  the 
Earl  of  Strafford,  upon  the  conditions  he  can  grant  to  the 
demands  of  Great  Britain.  As  his  Majefty  cannot  fuppofe 
your  Plenipotentiaries  have  orders  to  exadl:  fuch  terms,  as 
would  prove  the  ruin  of  the  trade  of  his  fubje&s,  and  of 
the  navigation  of  his  kingdom,  fo  is  he  perfuaded  that  thefe 
new  conceflions,  both  for  Great  Britain,  and  for  thofe 
powers  whofe  interefts  fhe  efpoufes,  will  promote  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  negociation.  But  in  the  mean  time,  Sir,  the 
King  expe6ts  your  Plenipotentiaries  will  fhow  lefs  eager- 
nels  in  the  fupport  of  the  demands  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
of  the  States-General,  and  of  many  Princes  of  the  Empire, 
who  only  complain  becaufe  they  are  urged  fo  to  do  by  the 
enemies  to  the  peace.  The  moft  effectual  way  to  promote 
it,  is  for  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  alfo  to  fend  new 
directions  to  her  Minifters,  at  Utrecht,  to  aft  in  future 
more  in  concert  with  the  King's  Plenipotentiaries, 

Suffer  me  again  to  entreat  your  beft  exertions  for  fo 
great  a  blelfing,  and  do  me  the  juftice  to  believe  that  I  am, 
fipc. 

DE  ToRcy. 

Mm  ^ 
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From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  221.) 

SIR, 

Verfailles,  March  aSth,  1712. 

HOWEVER  great  the  pleafure  I  have  in  receiving 
the  honour  of  your  letters,  I  fhall  be  no  longer  uneafy  at 
their  delay,  finding  by  your  laft,  that  the  period  of  your 
filence  is  employed  fo  uf-fully  towards  the  fuccefs  of  that 
important  bu'fincfs,  which  I  hope  you  will  conduct  to  a  for- 
tunate conclufion.  Monfieur  Gaultier  has  given  me*  an 
account  of  ail  the.  meafures  you  have  taken  to  promote  it. 
He  goes  to  Utrecht,  where  I  judge  his  prefence  neceffary 
to  ftrengthen  the  union  and  confidence  between  the  King's 
and  the  Britiih  Plenipotentiaries.  I  hope  the  laft  orders, 
given  by  her  Majefty  to  her  Minifters,  will  eftablifh  this 
good  understanding  upon  folid  grounds,  and  that  you  will 
hnifli  what  remains  for  the  glory  of  the  Queen  your 
miftrefs. 

I  reply,  by  a  memorial,  to  that  delivered  to  me  by  Mon- 
fieur  Gaultier,  as  from  you.  It  certainly  would  be  defir- 
able  to  adopt  the  expedient  you  propofe,  to  prevent  for 
ever  the  grand  inconvenience  of  the  union  of  the  French 
and  Spanifh  Crowns ;  but,  upon  fuch  occafions,  we  muft 
not  build  upon  the  fand,  and  vainly  ufe  a  number  of 
precautions,  to  confirm  an  a£t  which,  of  itfelf,  is  invalid. 
Wiftiing  to  avoid  one  inconvenience,  we  fhould  run  into 
others  much  more  dangerous.  1  entreat  you,  then,  to 
examine  well  this  important  bufinefs,  and  to  bear  in  mind 
what  have  the  honour  to  remark  to  you,  that  the  union  of 
the  two  monarchies  would  be  a  greater  misfortune  to 
France  than  to  England,  and  the  other  ftates  of  Europe. 

As  you  appear  Satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  Monfieur 
Gaultier,  I  dare  fay  it  will  pleafe  you  to  hear,  that  the 
King  has  prefented  him  to  an  Abbey.  I  am,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 

Note.     (Page  222.) 

Reply  to  the  Memorial  delivered  by  Monfieur  Gaultier. 

March  2jd,  1712. 

THE  King  defires  as  fmcerely  as  the  Queen  of  Great 
of  Britain,  to  prevent  the  events  of  the  campaign,  and  to 
agree,  before  it  opens,  upon  terms  of  peace. 

His  Majefty  has  remarked  the  wife  and  prudent  line 
of  conduct,  obferved  during  the  Seffion  of  Parliament,  to 

make 


FOREIGN   LETTERS   AND   PAPERS.  533 

make  known  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  how  much  the 
nation  was  deceived  by  her  allies,  that  they  were  the  only 
gainers  by  the  war,  of  which  England  bore  the  principal 
{hare  of  expence,  and  from  which  no  real  benefit  could  be 
expected,  but  in  making  a  peace  upon  terms  honourable 
and  advantageous  to  her.  As  the  other  Houfe  .has  been 
hurried  on  by  a  turbulent  faction,  and  as  private  intereft 
is  exerted  againft  the  prefent  Miniftry,  the  King  is  aflured 
that  thofe  who  now,  with  fo  much  ability,  manage  the 
affairs  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  will  know  well  how 
to  make  this  party  fubmit,  and  oblige  them  to  conform 
to  the  true  intereft  of  the  nation,  whenever  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  France  and  England,  at  Utrecht,  fhall  have 
agreed  upon  a  juftand  reafonable  plan  of  peace. 

To  forward  this,  his  Majefty  has  directed  his  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  grant  farther  compliances,  of  which  they  will 
inform    Mr.   Harley  ,  he   learns,  with  pleafure,  that  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain  has   fully  inftru&ed  him  in  her 
intentions,  and  has  given  him  her  laft  orders,  not  doubt- 
ing that  Princefs's  reftraining  within  the  bounds  of  juftice 
and  reafon,  the  vague  terms,  reafonable  fathfattion  and  real 
fecurity,  which  her  allies   extend,  not  only  to  the  moft 
extravagant  demands,  which  they  have  a6lually  made,  but 
alfo  to  thofe  which  they  have  not  yet  thought  of,  and  which 
they  referve,  with  the  apparent  intention  of  protracting  the 
negociation.     The  principal  order  given  by  the  King  to 
his  Plenipotentiaries,  upon  their  departure  for  Utrecht,  was 
to  create  an  implicit  confidence  between  them  and  the 
Minifters  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain ;  the  fame  orders 
have  been  often  repeated,  and  lately  again  fince  the  arrival 
of  Monfieur  Gaultier.     Thofe  of  Great  Britain  having 
the  like  orders,  and  his  Majefty  depending  much  upon  the 
juftice  and  the  wifdom  of  the  Queen,  the  plan,  nece/Fary  for 
the  peace  of  Europe,  will  be  foon  formed,     'i  he  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  France  will  certainly  fhorten  all  delays.    The 
King  is  alfo  affured  that  the  Queen  of  Great   Britain  has 
given  pofitive  orders  to  her  Plenipotentiaries,  to  remove 
all  the  unjuft  demands  of  her  allies,  which  can  only  be  pro- 
ductive of  embarraflment.    The  plan  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce has  been  tranfmitted  from  Utrecht,  and  the  King 
has  ordered  it  to  be  examined  ;  it  is   very  proper  that  it 
fhould  ferve  as  a  pretence  for  a  fecret  negociation,  never- 
thelefs,  his  Majefty  will  omit  nothing  to  favour  the  com- 
merce of  Britain  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power,  and  which  may 

Mm  3  not 
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not  be  abfolutely  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  his  MajeftyV 
and  to  the  trade  of  his  fubje&s.  The  King  alfo  believes, 
that  nothing  can  be  more  conformable  to  the  Queen's 
intentions,  and  to  her  aflurances  to  him,  than  a  with  to 
revive  the  good  understanding  between  the  two  nations. 

The  laft  article  of  the  memorial  certainly  requires  mi- 
nute difcuflion  and  mature  examination ;  this  fubje£l  is  (a 
important  that  we  muft  not  ftop  at  our  firft  ideas  of  the 
matter  :  the  more  fpecious  thefe  are,  the  greater  is  the  dan- 
ger of  being  deceived,  by  the  apparent  facility  of  carrying 
*  them  into  execution.  France  will  never  confent  to  be- 
come a  province  of  Spain  ;  Spain  fays  the  fame  with  re- 
fpecl:  to  France  ;  the  queftion  then  is,  What  well-founded 
means  can  be  ufed  to  prevent  the  union  of  the  two  mo- 
narchies ?  But  we  (hould  abfolutely  go  from  the  point  we 
aim  at,  and  fall  into  innnite  dangers,  worfe,  if  poffible,  than 
that  we  anxioufty  defire  to  avoid,  were  we  to  contravene 
the  fundamental  laws  of  this  kingdom.  According  to  thefe 
laws,  the  Prince  next  the  crown  is  the  neceflary  heir  to 
it ;  it  is  a  patrimony  which  he  receives  neither  from  the 
King  his  predeceffor,  nor  from  the  people,  but  by  virtue  of 
the  law;  fo  that  upon  the  demife  of  a  King,  another  im- 
mediately fucceeds  him,  without  awaiting  the  confent  of 
any  one.  Ke  fucceeds  not  as  heir,  but  as  the  Monarch  of 
the  kingdom,  the  lordfliip  of  which  belongs  to  him,  not 
from  election,  but  from  right  of  birth  alone';  he  is  in- 
debted for  his  crown  neither  to  the  will  of  his  predeceflbr, 
nor  to  any  acl  or  decree,  nor,  in  a  word,  to  the  generofity 
of  any  one,  but  to  the  law ;  this  law  we  confider  as  the 
work,  of  him  who  hath  founded  all  monarchies.,  and  we 
in  France  are  perfuaded  that  God  alone  can  abolim  it. 

No  renunciation  can  then  deftroy  it,  and  if  the  King  of 
Spain  gave  in  his  for  the  fake  of  the  peace,  and  in  obedi- 
ence to  his  grandfather,  we  fliould  deceive  ourfelves,  if  we 
received  it  as  a  fufficient  expedient  to  prevent  the  evil  w« •" 
propofe  to  avoid.  It  would,  on  the  contrary,  be  the  fource 
of  the  greateft  evil?,  it  would  open  the  door  for  civil  wars 
in  the  kingdom,  the  flame  of  which  would  again-  fpread 
itfelf  through  Europe.  We  mult  then  look  out  for  other 
expedients,  to  prevent  for  ever  an  union  equally  dangerous 
to  France,  to  Spain,  and  to  all  Europe.  The  late  King 
of  Spain,  Charles  II,  had  wifely  forefeen  the  inconvenience 
of  the  re-union  of  the  two  monarchies,  he  alfo  provided 
againft  it  by  his  will ;  for  at  the  fame  time  that  he  calls 
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Philip  V,  then  Duke  of  Anjou,  to  the  fucceffion  of  his 
kingdoms,  he  declares,  that  if  this  Prince,  upon  inheriting 
the  crown  of  France,  fhould  prefer  it  to  that  of  Spain,  the 
fucceffion  to  the  latter  fhould  pafs  to  the  Duke  of  Berry;  and 
in  cafe  the  Duke  of  Berry  fhould  fucceed  to  the  crown  of 
France,  the  Archduke,  the  Emperor's  fecond  fon,  fhould 
be  called  to  the  fucceffion  to  the  Spanifh  crown  ;  the  eldeft 
fon  of  the  Emperor  being  excluded  on  purpofe  to  prevent 
the  union  of  the  Spanifh  and  Imperial  crowns.  Since 
Philip  V  began  to  reign,  he  has  publifhed  and  regiftered 
in  all  the  Councils  of  Spain,  that  the  defcendants  of  Queen 
Anne  of  Auftria  fhould  fucceed  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  in 
default  of  the  iflue  of  the  late  Queen  Maria  Tereifa  ;  and 
alfo  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  fhould  fucceed  in  default  of 
the  Duke  of  Berry.  This  difpofition,  conformable  to  the 
laws  of  France  and  Spain,  may  be  confirmed  by  the  treaty 
of  peace,  and  receive  alfo,  if  neceflary,  the  authority  of 
the  Cortes  or  States  of  the  kingdom  of  Spain  -y  it  would 
fecure  the  perpetual  feparation  of  the  two  monarchies,  it 
would  aveid  the  inconvenience  of  a  renunciation  which  can 
never  be  valid,  being  made  contrary  to  the  laws. 

As  the  renunciation  in  the  memorial  tranfmitted  by 
Monfieur  Gaultier,  was  propofed  only  as  a  firft  idea,  fo 
this  new  proportion  muft  alfo  be  confidered  in  the  fame 
light,  and  ferious  reflection  muft  fuggeft  the  means  of 
avoiding  a  re-union  equally  dangerous  to  all  Europe. 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  227.) 

SIR, 

Whitehall,  March  2 3rd,  O.S.  1711-12. 

THE  day  before  yefterday  I  anfwered  your  letter  of  the 
2Oth  inft.  N.S.  when  a  meflenger  brought  me  that  of  the 
a8th,  with  the  memorial  of  the  fame  date.  The  Queen  is 
of  opinion  that  Monfieur  Gaultier  will  have  fatisfied  you 
with  regard  to  the  points  contained  in  the  firft,  and  her 
Majefty  has  ordered  me,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  her  fentiments  in  regard  to  the  article  of  the 
union  of  the  two  monarchies,  upon  which  your  laft  dif- 
patch  principally  turns.  The  compliances  which  have  been 
granted  from  hence  for  the  conclufion  of  a  general  peace, 
have  been  greater  than  could  have  been  expected  from 
the  Queen,  or  than  any  other  power  could  have  contri- 
buted. 

The  primary  motive  of  her  Majefty  for  thefe  advances, 
M  m  4 
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was  a  firm  confidence  founded  on  aHurances  fo  often  t'e^ 
peated  by  i  is  iMoft  Chriftian  Mnjefty,  that  he  would  agree 
to  every  meafure  neceffary  for  the  perpetual  prevention  of 
this  union,  fo  full  of  danger  to  all  Europe. 

The  expedient  which  Monfieur  Gaultier  was  infrru&ed 
to  propofe,  is  the  only  one,  in  the  Queen's  opinion,  capa- 
ble of  affording  the  fmalleft  hope  of  preventing  this  incon* 
venience  ;  and  her  Majefty  obferves  that  the  propofition, 
contained  in  your  memorial,  only  confirms,  and  makes  the 
Queen  and  her  allies  parties  to,  a  plan  which  is  at  pre- 
fent,  more  than  ever,  the  object  of  their  fears.  It  is  not 
neceflary  for  me  to  enter  into  objections  that  may  be  urged, 
you  are,  Sir,  too  well  informed  not  to  fee  them  in  their  full 
extent  and  validity.  The  Queen  has  too  much  dependance 
on  your  matter's  equity,  and  on  the  fmcere  defire  he  has 
fliown  for  peace,  ever  to  imagine  he  will  require  her  to 
be  contented  with  a  fecurity  fb  invalid  as  that  propofed  in 
the  memorial,  or  that  fhe  will  ever  fuffer  that  predicament 
to  occur,  in  which  he,  who  is  in  pofTemon  of  the  Crown  of 
Spain,  fliall  have  a  right  to  fucceedto  that  of  France.  Who 
then  could  affure  us  that  this  Prince  would  not  exert  his 
power  to  preferve  the  one,  and  to  acquire  the  other,  rather 
than  ihow  an  example  of  moderation  which  has  never  yet 
occurred  ? 

We  are  willing  to  believe  that  you  in  France  are  con- 
vinced that  God  alone  can  abolifh  that  law  upon  which 
the  rights  of  your  fucceflion  are  founded ;  but  you  will  per- 
mit us,  in  Great  Britain,  to  be  alfo  convinced,  that  a  Prince 
can  go  from  his  right  by  a  voluntary  ceflion  of  it,  and  that 
he,  in  favour  of  whom  this  renunciation  is  made,  may  be 
juftly  fupported  in  his  pretenfions  by  the  powers  who  be- 
come guaranties  to  the  treaty. 

In  a  word,  Sir,  the  Queen  orders  me  to  fignify  to  youy 
that  this  article  is  of  fuch  vaft  confequence,  as  well  to  her 
as  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  ;\s  well  to  the  prefent  age  as  to 
pofterity,  that  Ihe  will  never  agree  to  continue  the  negoci- 
ations  for  peace,  unlefs  the  expedient  propofed  by  her  be 
accepted,  or  fome  other  equally  fubftantial  be  adopted. 

To-morrow,  I  difpatch  a  meffenger  to  the  Plenipotentia- 
ries, with  the  Queen's  orders  upon  this  fubjecT:,  and  I 
muft  tell  you  that  they  cannot  accept  of  any  plan  for  a  ge~ 
neral  peace,  however  reafonable  it  may  be  in  all  other 
refpe&s,  unlefs  they  be  fatisfied  with  the  means  to  prevent 
this  unionr  We  ihould  indeed  build  upon  the  fond,  and 

i  vainljf 
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Vainly  practife  precaution,  were  we  to  make  peace,  and  not 
provide  againft  a  danger  fo  great  and  fo  imminent  as  this. 
We  obferve,  with  much  fatisfaction,  your  defire  that  the 
new  proportion  mould  only  be  confidered  as  a  firft  idea,  let 
both  fides  do  their  utmoft  to  make  our  fecond  ideas  ap- 
proximate nearer,  and  not  leave  imperfect  and  unfinifhed,  a 
work  which  has  been  forwarded  in  fpite  of  a  warm  and 
general  oppofition.  I  rejoice  that  it  has  pleafed  the  King 
to  reward  the  fervices  of  Monfieur  Gaultier,  by  prefenting 
him  to  an  Abbey — He  will  be  ufeful  at  Utrecht ;  and  will 
there  certainly  find  the  Queen's  Minifters  difpofed  to  ac- 
celerate the  negociation.  I  am,  &c.  '  ^ 

H.  ST.  JOHN. 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  231.) 

SIR, 

Whitehall,  March  44th,  O.S.  1711-12. 
I  HAVE  thought  proper  to  flop  the  meffenger,  whom 
I  had  refolved  to  difpatch  yefterday,  to  wait  for  the  letter 
which  the  Lord  Treafurer   does  himfelf  the   honour  to 
write  to  you.     In  the  mean  time,  our  letters  of  the  3oth, 
N.S.  arrived  from    Utrecht,  from  them  I  learn  there  is 
fome  little  difference  between  your  Plenipotentiaries  and 
ours  in  explaining  that  article,  which  promifes  the  advan- 
tage of  15  per  cent,  upon  all  merchandize  of  the  growth- 
and  manufacture  of  Great   Britain.  I  hope  my  difpatches 
to-morrow   will  do  away  this    difficulty.      Provided   we 
can  agree  upon  the  method  to  prevent  the  union  of  the  twa 
monarchies,  we  may  hope  that  the  other  points  may  be  re- 
gulated to  our  mutual  fatisfacYion.     Thofe,  whether  here 
or  elfewhere,  who  are  for  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and 
who  oppofed  the  opening   of  the  conferences,  will  have  a 
fine  fubject  for  their  triumph,  in  cafe  the  expedient  to  effect 
this  is  not  proportioned  to  the  danger  to  which  Europe  is 
expofed.     Mr.  Prior  has  fhown  me  the  letter  he  received 
from  you  ;  be  aflured,  Sir,  that  the  Queen  has  no  intention 
of  entering  into  a  conteft  for  the  concerns  o/  Cardinal  de 
Bouillon.     Her  Majefty  wifhes  to  accommodate  the  differ- 
ences that  now  exift,  and  not  to  create  new  ones.     I  am, 
&c. 

H.  ST.  JOHN. 
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To  Count  de  Maffei.     (Page  232.) 

Whitehall,  Maich  z6th,  O.S.  1711-14:: 
YOU  muft  have  perceived,  Sir,  by  the  conduil  of  the 
Queen's   Plenipotentiaries,  that  thefe  gentlemen  have  beeri 
ihftrudted  to  promote  the  intereft  of  his  Royal  Highnefsy 
as  much  as  pottible  in  the  prefent  cohjundture. 

On  my  paft,  be  aflured  that  nothing  will  be  neglected 
to  obtain  the  neceflary  orders  from  the  Queen,  and,  in  the 
beft  manner  I  am  able,  to  inforce  them  when  I  fend  them 
to  Our  Minifters  at  Utrecht. 

You  know  enough  of  Britain,  of  the  constitution  of 
our  government  and    of  the  prefent  Hate  of  parties,  to 
judge  of  the  difficulty  and  danger,  which  thofe  in  power  at 
this  time  of  day,  muft  undergo.     This  will  give  you  a  juft 
idea  of  the  turns  they  muft  make,  and  the  meafures  they 
muft  obferve,  at  nearly  every  ftep  they  move.   In  the  mean 
time,  the  Emperor  and  the  States-General,  far  from  beine: 
Obliged  to  us  for  our  exertions,  hitherto  run  the  hazard 
of  a  general  overthrow,  rather  than  confent,  with  a  good 
grace,  to  make  peace,  even  after  it  is  become  an  undoubted 
fa&,  by  the  proceedings  of  our  Houfe'  of  Commons,  that 
the  war  can  no  longer  be  kept  up  on  the  former  foot.     In 
fuch  circumftances^  I  fee  but  one  expedient  that  can  extri- 
cate us,  and  prevent  the  continuance  of  a  war,  which  in 
future  muft  be  feeble  and  declining,  and  that  is  the  fame 
we  have  often  difcourfed  upon,  that  the  Queen,  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  and  the  other  powers,  defirous  of  a  reafonable 
peace,  {hould  unite  firmly   together,  fhould  concert   and 
affift  each  other  in  forwarding  their  particular  interefts ; 
and  in  cafe  France  will  give  them  fatisfa&ion  upon  thefe 
heads,  and  offer  advantageous  propofals  to  the  other  allies, 
why  not  declare  for  a  plan  that  will  re-eftablifh  the  peace 
of  Europe?     You  certainly  have  great   reafon  to  infift 
upon  the  i6th  article  of  your  treaty,  and  I  doubt  not  out 
Minifters  will  make  ufe  of  your  arguments  both  to  the 
French  and  the  Dutch,  to   inforce  the  juftice,  nay,   the 
neceflity  of  obtaining  for  his  Royal  Highnefs,  a  proper 
indemnification  for  the  rights  he  may  lofe. 

I  write  to-day  to  the  Lords  Privy-Seal  and  Straffbrd, 
upon  this  fubjeft,  and  I  know  that  in  exciting  them  to- 
elpoufe  your  intereft,  I  make  my  Court  to  the  Queen  my 
miftrefs.  I  am,  &c. 

Pray  prefent  my  compliments  to  Monfieur  du  Bourg. 

To 
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To  Monfieur  Marfcbakk.     (Page  235.) 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  March  z6th,  O.S.   1711-1*. 

I  LEARN,  with  much  pleafure,  by  your  letter  of*  the 
i9-30th  inft.  your  arrival  in  Holland,  and  your  expe<3> 
ation  to  reach/  Utrecht  the  day  following.  Your  good 
Offices  will  be,  of  great  fervice.  in  the  prefent  crifis  ;  thofe 
who,  for  the  fake  of  their  private  advantage,  wifh  the  pro- 
longation of  the  war,  do  not  defpond  ;  on  the  other  hand, 
the  French  may  become  inflexible,  and  endeavour  to  take 
advantage  of  the  want  of  union  among  the  allies.  Thofc, 
my  dear  Sir,  who  mean  well,  muft  oppofe  both  one  and 
the  other. 

You  may  perhaps  recolleft  what  I  had  the  honour  to 
tell  you  as  the  Queen's  fentiments  in  regard  to  the  union, 
of  the  two  monarchies*  I  am  convinced  that  the  King 
your  mafter,  will  look  upon  this  article  as  the  eflential 
point  of  the  whole  negociation,  and  will  be  of  opinion  that 
we  muft  never  allow  the  poHible  occurrence  of  that  cafe, 
when  the  Prince,  who  fits  upon  the  Throne  of  Spain,  is 
called,  by  right  of  fucceilion,  to  that  of  France.  This 
being  granted,  the  ncceflary  confequence  refulting  from 
it,  is  that  we  muft,  in  this  future  treaty,  fettle  the  fuccef- 
fion  of  the  Crown  of  France,  to  the  exclufion  of  King 
.Philip,  and  require  from  him  a  renunciation  in  favour  of 
the  Duke  of  Berry,  &c. 

The  French  will  certainly  anfwer,  that  if  we  accepted 
fuch  a  renunciation,  we  (hould  deceive  ourfelves,  becaufe 
being  contrary  to  that  divine  law,  upon  which  the  fucceffion 
of  their  crown  is  founded,  it  would  be  invalid  j  perhaps 
they  may  propofe  a  confirmation  of  the  will  of  Charles  II, 
by  which  Philip,  in  cafe  of  the  King's  and  the  Dauphin's 
death,  mall  have  his  choice  of  the  two  crowns  moft  conve- 
nient to  him,  and  if  he  choofes  to  reign  in  France,  the 
Duke  of  Berry  (hall  fticceed  to  the  Spanifh  monarchy. 
But  an  expedient  of  this  nature  would  be  very  unfub- 
ftantial  and  difgraceful  to  the  allies  ;  it  would  confirm  a 
Will  which  has  been,  and  is  now  more  than  ever,  the  ob- 
je6l  of  their  juft  apprehenfion.  If  Philip,  as  they  fay,  can- 
not renounce  his  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  Crown  of 
France,  how  then  can  he  renounce  the  Crown  when  it 
falls  to  his  lot,  and  if  he  cannot  renounce  the  Crcwn,  how- 

can 
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can  he  have  that  choice  Which  the  will  fuppofes  ?  Let 
us  be  firm  upon  this  point ;  every  man  can  make  a  volun- 
tary ceffion  of  his  right,  and  thofe  who  are  guaranties  of 
an  agreement,  may,  with  juftice,  fupport  the  pretenfions 
of  him,  in  favour  of  whom  fuch  voluntary  refignv.tion  has 
been  made;  according  to  the  firft  plan,  the  intereft  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  will  agree  with  the  general  intereft 
of  Europe ;  according  to  the  other,  our  whole  fecurity  is 
the  life  of  a  boy  three  years  old. 

I  write  openly  to  yo  M,  and  perhaps  with  warmth,  upon 
this  article,  but  you-  will  excufe  me  when  you  conGder  that 
unlefs  we  prevent  this  union,  we,  by  making  peace,  fovv 
the  feeds  of  new  wars,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  a  power 
that  rouft  be  dangerous  to  all  Europe.  I  am,  &c. 

H.  ST.  JOHN. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  243.) 

Si  R, 

/•''      Marli,  April  8th,  1712. 

BY  the  return  of  the  meflenger  from  London,  I  re- 
ceived the  honour  of  your  letters  of  23d  and  24th  March, 
O.S.  and  I  obferved  with  much  pleafure,  your  opinion  that 
the  conditions  of  the  treaty  would  be  foon  adjufted  to  the 
fatisfadtion  of  all  parties,  provided  we  could  agree  upon  the 
means  to  prevent  the  re-union  of  the  two  monarchies  of 
France  and  Spain. 

1  believe,  Sir,  it  is  not  impoiTible  to  find  an  expedient, 
to  which  it  may  be  the  intereft  of  all  Europe  to  agree,  and 
as  you  do  not  confine  yourfelf  exclufively  to  that  propofed 
by  Monfieur  Gauitier,  as  from  you,  I  hope  the  fecond  ideas 
upon  the  fuhje£l  will  be  more  fortunate  than  the  firft  j  if 
they  do  not  entirely  meet  your  approbation,  have  the  good- 
nefs  to  communicate  what  you  think  fhould  be  inferted, 
and  what  omitted  j  in  a  word,  Sir,  let  it  be  our  unremitted 
bufmefs  to  perfect  a  work  fo  highly  neceiTary  as  that  of  the 
peace. 

As  the  principal  obftacle  to  its  conclufion  refts  in  the 
difficulty  of  finding  fecurity  fufficient  to  prevent  the  dan- 
gerous union  of  the  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain,  the 
King  propofes  to  agree,  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  of  which 
all  the  powers  of  Europe  will  be  the  guaranties,  that  if 
ever  the  King  of  Spain,  Philip  V,  or  the  Prince  his  fon, 
or  any  one  of  their  children,  who  (hall  fucceed  to  the  king- 
dom 
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dom  of  Spain,  or  the  next  and  prefumptive  heir,  or  the 
fuccefibr  to  the  Crown  of  France,  {hall  prefer  that  Crown 
to  that   of  Spain,  in  fuch  cafe  the  Crown  of  Spain  fhalj 
belong  in  full  right  to  the  Prince  who  fhail  be  named  in 
the  fame  treaty  to  poflefs  it;  that  not   only  King  Philip 
fhall  fign  and  ratify  this  condition  of  the  treaty,  but  alfo 
all  the  powers  of  Europe  fhall  unite  with  France  in  fup- 
port  of  it,  fo  that  (hould  the  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  France, 
who  fhall  reie;n  in  Spain,  (how  an  inclination  to  aflert  his 
right  to  the  Crown  of  France,   in  the  cafe  above  cited,  he 
may  be  forced  to   renounce   his  right,  and  that  of  his  de- 
fcendants,  to  Spain,  to  depart  thence  with  all  his  children, 
Princes  and  PrincefTes,  and  retire  to  France.     That  if  he 
prefers  the  Crown  of  Spain  to  that  of  France,  or  to  the 
dignity  of  heir  apparent  and  immediate  fucceffor  to  the 
Crown  of  France,  he  (hall  be  obliged  to  renounce  his  right 
and  that  of  his  children  to  the  Crown  of  France,  in  favour 
of  the  branch  next  in  fucceflion   to  his   own,  and   which 
{hall  have  remained  in  France  ;  fo^that  when  this  cafe  hap- 
pens, the  Catholic  King,  or  he  who  may  reign  in  his  ftead, 
fhall  have  nothing  but  the  choice  in  right  of  primogeniture; 
but  he  fiaall  not  poiTefs  the  two   monarchies   together,  or 
inherit  that  of  France,  and  leave  that  of  bpain  to  one  of 
his  children. 

Should  you  enquire,  Sir,  what  precaution  can  be  ufed 
to  affure  a  renunciation  which  I  have  reprefented  to  you 
as  contrary  to  the  order  of  fucceffion  eftablifhed  in  France  ? 
I  will  reply,  in  the  firft  place,  there  is  no  ground  to  fup- 
pofe  the  King  of  Spain  will  make  choice  of  that  Crown, 
in  preference  to  that  of  his  anceftors,  and,  for  many  reafons, 
eafy  to  comprehend,  but  too  numerous  to  be  detailed.  Se- 
cpndly,  fhould  he  be  fo  ill  advifed  as  to  make  fuch  a  choice, 
the  moft  efficacious  precaution  would  be  that  which  you 
infmuate  in  your  letters ;  that  is,  the  folemn  engagement, 
which  all  the  powers  of  Europe  v/ould  enter  into  by  the 
treaty  of  peace,  to  maintain  an  arrangement  concerted  with 
a  view  to  preferve  the  common  liberty  and  tranquillity. 

As  the  claufe  in  the  will  of  the  late  King  of  Spain, 
Charles  II,  which  raifes  the  Uuke  of  Berry  to  that  Crown, 
appears  an  obftacle  to  the  peace,  rather  than  an  expedient 
capable  of  preventing  the  union  of  the  two  monarchic?, 
an  agreement  might  be  entered  into  with  the  King  of  Por- 
tugal, to  transfer  to  him  the  Crown  of  Spain,  as  foon  as  the 
King  of  Spain  {hould  fucceed  to  that  of  France ;  and  {hould 

have 
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have  made  that  his  choice,  in  preference  to  the  monarchy 
of  Spain.  The  marriage  of  the  King  of  Portugal  with  a 
Princefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  may  ferve  as  a  colour 
for  the  arrangement  in  favour  of  that  Prince ;  and  (hould 
it  not  prove  expedient  to  name  him  for  the  Crown  of  Spain, 
we  might,  upon  the  fame  ground,  fele£l  that  Prince  who 
fliould  efpoufe  one  of  the  Archduchefles,  daughters  of  the 
Emperor  Jofeph. 

Laftly,  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  having  been  called  by  the 
will  of  the  late  King  of  Spain,  in  default  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria,  he  might  alfo  be  named.  But,  as  a  King  of 
Spain,  in  pofleflion  of  Piedmont  and  Savoy,  would  be  % 
dangerous  neighbour  to  France,  the  King  would  then  find 
himfelf  neceffitated  to  demand,  as  a  barrier,  not  only  the 
reftitution  of  Exilles  and  Feneftrelles,  but  alfo  the  ceflion 
of  Savoy  and  the  County  of  Nice. 

The  more  fubftantially  to  enfure  the  repofe  of  Europe, 
it  might  be  a  condition  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  that  the  means 
employed  to  prevent  the  union  of  the  two  monarchies, 
fhould  be  received  and  confirmed  by  the  Cortes  or  States 
of  Spain. 

My  wifhes  are,  Sir,  that  this  plan  may  be  agreeable 
to  the  views  and  fentiments  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain; 
and  I  cannot  refift  the  expectation  that  it  will  prove  fo,  be- 
caufe  the  fuggeftion  of  making  all  the  powers,  who  fign 
the  treaty,  guaranties  to  the  renunciations,  came  from 
you  ;  and  certainly,  no  better  fecurity  to  the  validity  of 
thefe  a<9ts  could  be  obtained,  than  to  make  it  a  ftipulation 
in  a  folemn  treaty,  to  fee  which  duly  executed,  the  whole 
of  Europe  would  feel  interefted. 

The  King  orders  me  to  communicate  the  purport  of  this 
letter  to  the  Plenipotentiaries ;  and  1  hope,  Sir,  that  the 
good  underftanding  between  his  Majefty  and  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain  will  increafe  daily ;  fo  that  thofe  who  are 
hoftile  to  a  peace,  will  have  no  caufe  to  triumph. — You 
will  have  the  pleafure  of  filencing  them,  and  I  defire  not 
Jefs,  that  of  proving  how  perfectly  I  am,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 
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To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  249.) 

Si  R, 

Whitehall,  April  6th,  O.S.  171*. 

I  REPLY  to  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  in'ft, 
N.S.  which  I  received  by  the  fame  meflenger  who  brought 
me  the  one  preceding, 

Be  aflured,  Sir,  we  (hall  continue  our  unremitted  exer- 
tions in  the  work  of  peace,  the  terms  of  which  will  be  foon 
regulated  to  general  fatisfa&ion,  could  we  but  agree  upon 
the  means  to  prevent  the  reunion  of  the  monarchies  of 
JFVance  and  Spain,  You  fee,  $ir,  I  have  not  altered  my 
fentiments. 

Each  of  our  allies  has  his  own  views ;  they  are,  per- 
haps, not  all  confined  to  reafonablq  bounds ;  there  are  alfo 
many  that  claih  with  each  other ;  but,  upon  thefe  points, 
we  muft  not  infpecl:  too  clofely,  and  mutual  conceflions 
will  reduce  all  thefe  differences  to  a  juft  and  equitable  me- 
dium. But  the  article  refpe&ing  the  union  of  the  two  mo- 
narchies is,  in  its  nature  and  importance,  fuch,  that  the 
flighteft  falfe  ftep  in  our  proceedings  muft  be  fatal,  and 
all  the  advantages  we  can  poffibly  ftipulate  for,  would  be 
too  dearly  bought,  were  we  to  confent  to  an  unfubftantial 
expedient  to  do  away  fo  real  a  danger. 

I  allow,  Sir,  that  the  fecond  ideas  are  more  favourable 
than  the  firft  ;  and  while  they  remove  fome  difficulty,  they 
difpel  a  portion  of  our  fear  :  to  avoid  all  ambiguity,  and 
to  prevent  the  leaft  mifunderftanding  upon  fo  nice  a  fubjeft, 
you  will  permit  me  to  explain  the  fenfe  in  which  her  Ma- 
jefty  underftands  the  terms  you  make  ufe  of,  and  the  plan 
.you  propofe  by  the  King's  order. 

You  propofe  then,  that  the  Prince  who  now  governs 
Spain,  fhould  not,  according  to  your  plan,  await  the  rever- 
fion  of  the  Crown  of  France,  before  he  makes  choice  of 
which  of  the  two  he  prefers  ;  but  that  the  moment  he  be- 
comes, either  immediate  fucceffor,  or  prefumptive  heir  to 
the  Crown  of  France,  he  fhould  be  boiuid  to  declare  his 
option,  and  you  prefcribe  the  fame  rule  for  his  defcendants. 

Now,  Sir,  the  Queen  is  of  opinion,  that  the  objection 
ftated  to  your  firft  propofal,  is,  in  fome  meafure,  of  force 
againft  this;  for  how  fhall  Europe  be  at  a  certainty  that 
this  option  will  be  declared  in  either  ef  the  two  cafes  laid 
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down  by  you  ?  You  will  fay,x  all  the  powers  are  guaran- 
ties of  this  agreement;  £uch  a  guaranty  may  really 
form  a  powerful  alliance,  to  wage  war  againft  die  Prince 
who  may  violate  this  condition  of  the  treaty  ;  but  our  ob- 
ject is  rather  to  find  out  the  means  to  prevent,  than  to  fop- 
perl,  new  wars. 

At  laft,  Sir,  muft  we  not  allowj  that  no  effe&ual  expe- 
dient can  be  found  to  {helter  Europe  from  the  imminent 
danger,  with  which  fhe  is  threatened  by  the  union  of  the 
two  monarchies,  unlefs  the  Prince  who  is  now  in  poflef. 
fion  of  Spain  do  immediately  make  his  choice ;  and  un- 
lefs, from  that  choice,  the  order  of  fucceffion  to  both  crowns 
be  eftablifhed  and  ratified  by  the  treaty  of  general 
.peace  ? 

The  Queen  obferves,  with  very  great  fatisfaftion,  that 
this  plan  is  not  widely  different  from  fiat  communicated  to 
her  by  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty.  Let  us,  if  you  pleafe, 
in  the  firft  place,  reafon  upon  the  fuppofition  that  this 
Prince  will  prefer  the  crown  of  vhis  anceftors  to  that  of 
Spain.  There  is  in  nature  only  one  event  that  can  hap- 
pen to  render  our  plan  lefs  advantageous  to  him  than 
yours.  Pardon  me,  if  I  fuppofe  iwo  cafes,  very  un- 
pleafant,  but  ftill  neceflary,  to  illuftrate  the  queftion  be- 
fore us. 

Should  the  young  Dauphin  die,  the  prince  we  fpeak  of 
would  become  immediate  fucceflbr  to  the  crown  of  France : 
in  this  cafe  then,  he  can  lofe  nothing,  by  making  choice  of 
the  crown  of  France  from  this  time. 

His  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  (whom  God  long  pre- 
ferve  !)  happening  to  die,  the  fame  prince  would  be  pre- 
fumptive  heir  to  the  crown  of  France:  in  this  cafe  then, 
what  could  he  lofe  by  making  his  choice  in  a  mariner 
agreeable  to  the  Queen's  wifhes  ?  Will  it  be  faid,  that  he 
runs  the  hazard  of  giving  up  Spain,  and  of  not  acquiring 
France  ?  You  rtiuft  fee,  Sir,  he  would  be  liable  to  the 
fame  inconvenience  according  to  the  plan  you  propofe. 
Upon  the  whole,  of  what  I  have  faid,  the  Queen's  opi- 
nion is,  that  it  is  equally  advantageous  to  the  prince  con- 
cerned, to  make  choice  of  the  crown  of  France  imme- 
diately, or  to  make  it  in  either  of  the  two  fituations 
mentioned  in  your  letter;  and  you  muft  be  convinced, 
that  the  fafety  of  Europe  would  be  much  better  fecured 
t>y  the  one  than  the  other. 

If 
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IF  we  reafon  upon  the  fuppofition  that  this  prince  will 
make  choice  of  Spain,  it  is  inconteftibly  true,  in  the  firft 
place,  that  it  were  better  for  him  and  for  us,  that  fuch 
declaration  mould  be  made  during  the  Congrefs  at  Utrecht, 
than  at  any  other  time  ;  in  the  fecond  place,  that  the  gua- 
ranty of  the  Powers  of  Europe  would  be  much  more 
likely  to  prevent  his  return  to  France,  contrary  to  the 
formal  renunciation  he  will  then  have  made  of  his  right, 
than  to  force  "him  td  abandon  a  crown  of  which  he  is  in 
pofleflion,  and  to  give  up  a  pretenfion,  which  he  has  never 
renounced. 

I  have  explained,  Sir,  as  clearly  as  I  am  able,  the  Queen's 
fentiments,  with  refpe&  to  the  contents  of  your  laft  letter. 
The  object  of  her  refearch  is  the  common  fafety  of  Europe  ; 
the  Moil  Chriftian  King  has  the  fame  views:  in  the  name 
of  God,  let  us  not,*  for  the  fake  of  the  niceties  of  nego- 
ciation,  lofe  the  advantages  within  our  grafp  :  let  the  King 
your  matter,  and  the  Queen  my  miftrefs,  flaare  the  glory 
of  giving  peace  to  Europe  ;  and  let  thofe  who  with  to 
break  oft  the  conferences,  by  the  events  of  the  campaign* 
experience  the  overthrow  of  their  projects,  by  the  fpeedy 
conclufion  of  the  treaty. 

On  the  one  hand,  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  may  be 
fecure  in  the  peaceable  pofieilion  of  the  Crown  of  Spain 
for  his  grandfon;  on  the  other,  he  may  ftrengthen  the  fuc- 
cefTion  of  that  of  France,  may  prevent  for  ever  the  union 
'  of  the  Empire  with  Spain,  and  may  attain  very  eflential 
advantages  for  his  own  kingdom  :  on  all  fides  he  may  rid 
Europe  of  her  fears,  and  give  the  derniere  main  to  a  work; 
of  fuch  renown  as  that  of  a  defenfive,  honourable,  and  lafi> 
ing  peace. 

By  letters  from  the  Plenipotentiaries,  I  find,  we  are 
fhortly  to  expect  the  arrival  of  M.  Gaultier,  and  that  he 
brings  with  him  the  plan  of  a  general  peace,  which  has 
been  formed  at  Utrecht.  We  flatter  ourfelves  that  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  will  explain  himfelf,  upon  that  head,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  warrant  her  Majefty  in  making  the  de- 
clarations neceflary  to  fecure  the  fuccefs  of  our  ncgociations. 
As  a  man  who  is  a  fincere  advocate  for  the  peace,  I  will 
tell  you,  that  the  compliances,  which  may  be  expected  from 
the  Queen,  will  depend  upon  the  refolution  that  may  be 
taken,  with  refpe£t  to  the  grand  article,  the  union  of  the 
two  monarchies.  Be  perfuaded  that  I  am,  &c. 

H.  ST.  JOHN. 
VOL.  II,  N  n  To 
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To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  262.) 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  April  u,  O.S.    1711. 

I  HAVE  (topped  the  mefienger  until  this  day,  in  hope* 
that  the  Lord  Treafurer  would  be  able  to  reply  to  the 
honour  of  your  ktter  ;  but  as  the  defluxion  of  his  eyes, 
which  has  prevented  him  for  thefe  five  days,  (till  conti- 
nues, I  will  no  longer  defer  fending  the  annexed  letter. 
We  wait  with  impatience  the  arrival  of  M.  Gaultier,  and 
it  will  be  a  misfortune  to  both  fides  fhould  the  anfwer  we 
return  to  his  difpatch,  and  your  reply  to  what  I  now  fend, 
not  make  the  peace. 

I  am,  &€* 
*  H,  ST.  JOHN. 

Trom  the  Mafqtiis  de  Torcy.     (Page  275.) 

Marli,  April  "26,   1712. 

THE  point  of  union,  Sir,  is  eafily  afeertained,  when 
both  parties  have  a  fincere  intention  and  an  equal  wifli  to 
determine  it.  It  has  afforded  me  much  pleafure  to  obferve, 
by  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  the  6th  in- 
ftant,  O.S.  that  the  plan  I  propofed  had  removed  many 
difficiilties,  and  done  away  many  caufes  of  fear.  I  hope 
alfo,  that  your  reply  to  it  will  finifn  the  bufinefs  now 
before  us. 

According  to  your  letter,  Sir,  the  only  difference,  be- 
tween the  propofition  made  to  you  by  the  King's  order, 
and  the  project  of  the  King,  turns  folely  upon  the  time, 
when  the  King  of  Spain  is  to  declare  his  choice  of  preferv- 
ing  his  right  to  the  Crown  of  France,  or  to  that  of  Spain. 
In  my  propofition,  the  moment  for  him  to  make  the  option 
was  poftponed  to  that  period,  -when  he  fhould  become 
either  immediate  fuccefibr,  or  prefumptive  heir  to  the 
down  of  France;  and  the  fame  condition  was  obferved 
with  refpedl  to  his  defcendants.  You  remark,  Sir,  that  by 
deferring  till  then  a  choice  ib  eflential  to  the  quiet  of  Eu- 
rope, there  is  no  aflurance  that  it  will  then  be  made,  fhould, 
unhappily,  fuch  an  occafion  come  round  ;  that  the  guaranty 
of  all  the  powers,  parties  to  the  treaty,  would  be  an  alli- 
ance fufficiently  ftrong  to  make  war  upon  the  prince,  who 
fhould  violate  the  articles  of  the  peace ;  but  that  the  object 

now 
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nov>  in  view  is  to  prevent  a  war,  rather  than  to  find  the 
irceans  of  fupporting  one,  which,  on  this  account,  might 
be  kindled.  You  conclude  then,  that  to  prevent  the  union 
of  the  crowns,  it  is  neceflaiy  that  the  Catholic  King  do 
directly  declare  his  choice,  without  waiting  for  that  un- 
fortunate occafion,  which  we  hope  will  never  happen,  but 
Which  we  muft  fuppofe  and  look  to,  and  that  fuch  choice 
fhould  fix  the  order  or  the  fucceffions  to  be  inferted  in  the 
treaty  of  a  general  peace.  * 

"Vour  obfervations,  Sir,  and  your  eonclufions  drawn 
from  them,  are  equally  juft.  The  Catholic  King  muft 
remove  the  difquietude  of  Europe,  by  an  immediate  de- 
claration of  the  part  he  will  take,  fhould  the  fucceflion 
be  ever  open  to  hirm  He  may,  indeed,  find  fome  un- 
eafmefs  {hould  he  directly  tell  the  Spaniards*  that  he,  would 
leave  them,  to  return  to  France,  when  one  of  the  two  cafes 
you  fuppofe  happens.  A  nation*  uncertain  how  long  their 
King  may  continue  to  govern,  or  who  fhall  be  thefr  next 
ruler,  may  becorre  lefs  faithful  fubjects  to  him  who  actually 
governs  them  j  but  this  inconvenience  muft  give  way  to  the 
general  good.  Thus,  Sir,  theKirtg,  approving  your  pro- 
pofition,  difpatches  a  meflenger  to  Spain,  and  his  Majefty 
writes  to  the  King  his  grandfon,  to  acquaint  him  with  the 
urgency  of  his  declaring  his  choice,  fo  that  it  may  be  infert- 
ed in  the  treaty  of  a  general  peace,  of  which  it  is  to  form  a 
condition  under  the  guaranty  of  all  Europe. 

1  hope,  Sir,  die  King  of  Spain  will  conform  to  the 
King's  advice  j  but,  Should  it  happen,  which  I  can  fcarce 
fuppofe,  that  he  will  not  comply,  his  Majefty  will  take  all 
meafures  which  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  may  judge 
expedient  to  determine,  even  by  force  of  arms,  the  choice 
of  the  Catholic  King,  and  to  fecure  to  Europe  a  peace, 
which,  at  prcfent,  is  fo  far  advanced. 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  we  fhall  not  be  forced  to  tome  to 
this  extremity ;  but  the  King  directs  me  to  inform  you  of 
his  refolution  in  this  cafe,  as  a  frefh  proof  of  his  good 
faith,  and  of  his  Majefty's  real  defire  for  the  fpeedy  con- 
clufion  of  a  fure  and  folid  peace. 

1  confider  it  fo  far  advanced,  how  the  principal  diffi- 
culty, which  could  make  it  doubtful,  is  removed.  But 
we  muft  ftill  expect  new  obftacles  from  thofe  who  wiih  to 
break  off  the  conferences.  I  believe,  Sir,  the  be  ft  way  to 
counteract  their  defigns,  would  be  for  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain  to  propofe  immediately  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  for 

N  n  g 
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they  found  their  hopes  upon  the  events  of  the  campaign  1 
and  as  I  fee,  by  your  letter,  that  her  Britannic  Majefty 
is  Inclined  to  make  every  nccefTary  declaration  to  enfure  the 
fuccefs  of  the  negociation,  it  appears  to  me,  that  a  iufpen- 
fion  cf  arms  might  be  one  of 'them. 

I  have  detained  Monfieur  Gaultier  fome  days  longer 
than  he  ought  to  have  continued  here,  waiting  your  reply  ; 
and  judging  it  necefiary  that  he  fhould  be  well  informed  of 
your  fentiments  before  his  departure  for  England. 

I  {hall  communicate  to  you  his  Majefty's  incentions, 
with  refpecl:  to  the  demands  of  your  allies.  The  rnoft  diffi- 
cult article  being  now,  as  it  were,  got  over,  I  hope  you 
will  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  juftice  and  {lability  of 
the  peace  ;  and  that  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  in- 
fluenced by  thefe  grand  motives,  will  give  the  firft  proof  of 
her  wifties  to  eftablifh  a  perfeil  good  underftanding  with 
the  King.  '  $'•*' 

By  the  fame  meffenger  I  received  the  honour  of  your 
letter  of  the  nth  inft..  O.S.  I  am  much  concerned  for  the 
Lord  Treafurer's  illntfs,  and  ardently  hope  he  may  foon 
recover.  It  is  of  the  greateft  importance  that  thofe  who, 
as  you  and  his  Lordfhip,  have  had  the  principal  fhare  in 
carrying  on  the  work  of  peace,  fhould  alfo  have  the  credit 
of  completing  it.  I  hope  we  may  foon  fee  the  fuccefs  of  it  j 
and  I  beg  you  to  believe,  that  on  all  occafions,  I  am,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 

To  tJie  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  280.) 

S  I  R, 

Whitehall,  April  29,   1711. 

TflE  plan  in  your  letter  of  the  8th  inft.  appeared  to  us 
to  do  away  many  difficulties,  and  to  remove  many  caufes  of 
apprehenfion  ;  but  from  a  mifunderftanding  of  the  King's 
intentions,  and  a  wrong  explication  of  the  Queen's,  we 
are  at  prefent  more  diftant  from  an  agreement  for  a  peace 
than  we  expelled  to  be. 

It  is  very  true,  that  the  fole  difference  between  the 
propofition  made  to  me  by  the  King's  order,  in  the  fenfc 
we  understood  i^:,  and  that  transmitted  to  you  by  the 
Queerrs  directions,  turns  limply  upon  the  time,  when  the 
Prince  concerned  will  make  his  choice,  either  to  keep  his 
ji»ht  to  the  Crown  of  France,  by  renouncing  that  of 
Spain,  or  to  prcferve  that  of  Spain  by  renouncing  that  of 
France.  '  '"* '/' 

In 
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In  your  letter  of  the  26th  inft.  the  Moft  Chriftian  King 
confents  that  this  choice  fhould  take  place,  and  be  declared 
immediately  ;  but,  Sir,  you  make  no  ftipulation  as  to  the 
carrying  of  it  into  effect,  which  is  absolutely  neceflary  i 
to  make  the  peace  conclulive.  The  Abbe  Gaultier  ex- 
plains the  King's  intentions  in  a  different  manner  ;  and  I 
obferve  you  fay,  that  the  Prince  now  reigning  in  Spain, 
muft  remove  the  difquietude  of  Europe  by  an  immediate 
declaration  of  the  part  he  will  take,  ihould  the  fuccefiion 
to  France  be  ever  open'  to  him  :  in  this  manner  our  great 
work  will  not  be  much  forwarded  by  the-laft  nropofal. 

Had  we  underftood  it  in  the  fenfe  you  now  explain,  you 
fee,  Sir,  we  fhould  have  run  into  a  very  great  abfurdity, 
iince,  rejecting  your  project,  we  fhould  have  formed  an- 
other, againft  which,  all  the  objections  we  have  urged,  and 
which,  even  in  France,  are  coniidered  as  juft  and  well 
founded,  would  have  equal  force.  For  though  the  Prince 
upon  the  Spanifh  Throne  make  his  choice  immediately, 
what  additional  fecurity  will  that  be  to  Europe,  if  the  exe- 
cution of  that  choice  be  deferred  to  a  future  period  ?  When 
you  offer,  that  he  fhall  declare  his  option  immediately,  you 
have  already  granted,  that  neither  the  flipulations  of  a 
treaty,  nor  the  guaranty  of  all  the  Powers  of  Europe 
engaged  in  the  war,  can  infure  that  this  option  (hall  be  car- 
ried into  effecT:.  How  then  can  we  conclude  that  they 
are  able  to  infure,  when  any  of  thofe  events  happen, 
which  we  reluctantly  are  obliged  to  look  to  and  fuppofe, 
that  he  will  then  leave  one  crown  to  alTume  the  other,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  choice  now  made  and  inferted  in  the  treaty  of 
a  general  peace  ? 

The  Queen  has  repeatedly  declared,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  (he  could  be  contented  with  any  expedient,  that  was 
not  of  the  moft  fubftantial  nature,  upon  an  article  of  fuch 
vaft  importance,  as  that  of  the  union  of  the  two  monar- 
chies :  to  act  otherwife,  would  be  to  give  away  all  the  ad- 
vantages obtained  by  the  blood  of  the  allies,  which  has 
beea  fhed  during  the  war  ;  it  would  be,  in  facl,  to  betray 
the  common  caufe  of  Europe,  and  to  expofe  the  prefent  and 
future  ages  to  one  of  the  greateft  dangers  that  the  mind 
can  form. 

Her  Majefty  is  indeed  fincerely  defirous  of  peace ;  fhe 
even  wifhes  that  it  fhould  be  reafonable  for  France;  but  to 
obtain  it,  the  intereft  of  France  muft  not  be  made  incompa- 
tible with  the  general  fafety.   We  muft  fo  manage,  that  the 
N  n  3  time 
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time  may  never  occur,  when  the  fame  Prince  will  have  the 
crown  of  Spain  upon  his  head,  and  his  fucceflion  to  that 
of  France  open  to  him. 

If  this  Prince,  of  whom  we  are  fpeaking,  will  not  be 
contented  with  Spain,  or  if  France  will  not,  by  excluding 
him,  weaken  her  fucceffion,  muft  we,  on  that  account,  after 
peace  is  figned,  be  perpetually  armed,  and  live  in  conftant 
expectation  of  a  renewal  of  war  ?  The  Queen  will  never 
Confent  to  this,  and  her  Majefty  believes,  that  not  one  of 
the  allies  will  agree  to  fuch  hard  terms, 

To  fhow,  however,  her  readinefs  to  contribute  alt  in  her 
power  to  fktisfy  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  without 
wounding  her  honour,  or  facrificing  her  intereft  and  that 
of  her  allies,  the  Queen  orders  me,  Sir,  to  propofe  to 
you  an  expedient^  by^which,  King  Philip  may  preferve 
his  right  to  the  Crown  of  his  anceftors,  and  gain  a  recom-t 
pence  for  Spain,  which  in  this  cafe  he  will  be  obliged  to 
Abandon, 

Her  Majefty  therefore  propofes,  that  this  Prince  do, 
with  his  family,  immediately  retire  from  Spain  ;  that  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  with  his,  repair  thither,  »and  take  poflef-  , 
lion  .of  that  monarchy  and  the  Indies;  that  King  Philip 
enjoy  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  the  hereditary  ftates  o*  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  with  the  Montferrat,  Mantuan;  and,  in 
cafe  he  fucceeds  to  the  crown  of  France,  that  Sicily  be 
ceded  to  the  Houie  of  Auftria,  but  that  the  other  ftates  re- 
main to  be  in  future  confidered  as  provinces  of  France. 

The  Queen  could  vvim  this  proportion  fhould  appear 
to  come  from  his  Moft  Chriuian  Majefty,  as  an  effect  of 
his  moderation,  and  a  facrifice  he  is  willing  to  make,  to  ex* 
tricate  Europe  from  her  prefect  ernbarramnent,  and  to  re-r 
ftore  a  general  tranquillity. 

Her  Majefty  thinks  (lie  now  facilitates  the  conclufion 
of  the  peace  by  every  means  in  her  power,  and  requires 
nothing  morevthan  the  fulfilment  of  the  promife,  made  by 
the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  when  he  declares  himfelf  ready 
to  make  ufe  of  all  juft  and  reafonable  meafures  to  pre- 
vent the  union  of  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  upon 
the  head  of  the  fame  Prince. 

The  Queen  commands  me  to  add  her  hopes,  that  the 
prcpofal  now  made,  by  her  order,  wijl  be  accepted  ;  but 
in  all  cafes  Ihe  infifts,  that  your  anfwer  fhould  be  catagori- 
cal  and  conclufive.  Our  prefent  circumftances,  as  well 
f  s  the  feafon  of  the  year,  will  not  permit  us  to  remain, 

longer 
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longer  in  the  uncertainty  of  war  or  peace.  The  parlia* 
ment,  t;o  whom  her  Majefty  has  promifed  to  communicate 
what  h:/s  been  done  on  the  fubjeft  of  peace,  will  become  im- 
patient, and  the  Queen  thinks  it  her  duty  to  impart  to  them 
the  anfwer  {he  may  receive  to  this  letter,  The  armies  have 
already  taken  the  field,  and  the  events  of  one  day  may  en-r 
tirely  change  the  afpect  of  affairs.  Well  difpofed,  as  the 
Queen  is,  to  forward  the  negociation  for  peace,  and  to  fpare 
the  effufion  of  blood,  (he  cannot  however  declare  for  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms,  before  fhe  knows  the  Moft  Chrifrian 
King's  resolution,  upon  the  expedient  propofed,  to  prevent 
,the  union  of  the  two  Monarchies."~-If  I  fay  nothing,  Sir, 
of  the  plan  for  a  general  peace,  which  the  Abbe  Gaultier 
has  brought  us,  it  is  becaufe  the  Queen  does  not  confider 
the  differences,  which  occur  in  it  as  uqfurmountable,  pro- 
vided the  article  relating  to  the  union  were  once  got  over, 
and  becauftf,  if  we  are  not  fo  fortunate  as  to  fucceed  in  ad~ 
julting  this,  it  were  ufelefs  to  trouble  ourfelves  with  other 
points  of  the  treaty.  I  am?  &c. 

H.  ST.  JOHN, 


Note.     (Page  268.) 

GENERAL  PLAN  OF  PEACE, 
For  Great  Britain, 

0,  (i.)  The  King  promifes  to  confent,  without  diffi^ 
culty,  to  every  thing  contained  in  the  ift,  2d,  3d,  4th, 
2nd  5th  articles  of  the  fpecific  demands  of  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain, 

(2.)  The  King  will  demoliflj  the  fortifications  of 
Dunkirk,  as  well  thofe  of  the  town  as  of  the  citadel,  the 
Ryfbanks,  and  the  other  forts  on  the  fea  fide,  and,  in  three 
months  after,  thofe  on  the  land  fide ;  to  be  computed 
from  the  day  of  exchanging  the  ratifications,  the  whole 
at  his  own  expence,  and  with  a  promife  never  to  repair 
them  in  the  whole,  or  in  part. 

(3.)  The  King  will  give  up  the  Ifland  of  St.  Chrifto- 
pher  to  Great  Britain,  as  alio  Newfoundland,  on  con- 
dition that  the  Town  of  Placentia  be  razed ;  that  the 
French  retain  the  free  right  to  fifli  and  dry  cod  at  New- 
N  n  4  foundland. 
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foundland,  in  the  places  where  they  have  been  accuffomed 
fo  to  do.  The  fmall  iflands  adjoining,  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Newfoundland,  fnall  be  likewife  ceded  to 
England,  it  being  well  underftood  that  the  Ifland  of  Cap 
Breton,  and  others,  in  the  Gulph  and  mouth  of  the  River 
St.  Lawrence,  of  which  France  is  actually  in  pofieflion, 
fhall  remain  to  the  King. 

(4.)  The  King  will  give  up  the  province  of  Acadia, 
with  the  Town  of  Port  Royal  and  its  dependencies,  to 
Great  Britain,  as  alfo  Hudfon's  Straits  and  Say. 
•  (5.)  In  the  countries  in  North  America  ceded  to 
Great  Britain,  the  French  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  with- 
draw their  effe&s,  as  alfo  his  Majetly  to  withdraw  the 
cannon  and  warlike  itores. 

D.  England  demands  that  the  Town  of  Placentia  re- 
main in  its  prefent  ftatc. 

That  the  cannon  and  warlike  ftores  in  Hudfon's  Bay  re- 
main for  England. 

R.  His  Majefty  offers  to  let  the  fortifications  of  Pla- 
centia remain  as  they  are,  upon  giving  up  that  place  to 
England  ;  to  confent  to  the  demand  made  of  the  cannon  in 
Hudfon's  Bay,  and  befides,  to  cede  the  Iflands  St.  Martin 
and  St  Bartholomew ;  to  give  up,  even  the  right  to  fifh, 
and  dry  cod  on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland,  if  the  Englifh 
will  reftore  Acadia,  for  thefe  new  cefiions,  propofed  as  an 
equivalent. 

In  this  cafe,  his  Majefty  confents,  that  the  River  St. 
George  Ihould  be  the  boundary  of  Acadia,  as  England 
infifts. 

Should  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  that  Crown  refufe  to 
enter  into  any  expedient  for  the  reftitution  of  Acadia,  the 
King,  rather  than  break  off  the  nejjociation,  will  comply 
with  their  demands  already  made  ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  give  up 
Placentia  fortified,  and  the  cannon  in  Hudfon's  Bay;  it 
being  well  underftood,  that  the  offer  to  cede  the  Iflands  St, 
Martin  and  St,  Bartholomew,  and  that  of  foregoing  the 
right  to  fifh  and  dry  cod  upon  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland, 
are  to  be  confidered  as  if  they  had  never  been  made. 

(6.)  After  the  peace,  commiflioners  fhall  be  appointed 
pn  both  fides,  to  afcertain,  within  the  compafs  of  a  year, 
the  boundaries  of  Canada,  or  New  Fiance,  on  one  fide, 
and  of  Acadia,  and  the  land  of  Hudfon's  Bay  on  the  other, 
grid  to  fettle,  in  a  friendly  manner,  all  juft  and  'reafonable 
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recompences  infifted  upon,  on  both  fides,  for  injuries  done 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  peace  and  war. 

(7.)  The  boundaries  being  once  fettled,  the  fubje&s  of 
both  crowns  {hall  be  reciprocally  prohibited  from  paTmg 
the  fame,  whether  by  land  or  fea ;  as  alfo  from  difturbing 
the  trade  of  the  fubje&s  of  each  nation,  and  molefting 
the  Indian  nations,  allies,  or  fubjecls  of  either  crown. 

O.  (8.)  The  King  will  permit  the  Houfe  of  Hamil- 
ton,-Colonel  Charles  Douglas,  and  others,  to  reprefent 
to  him  their  feveral  rights  and  pretenfions,  and  will  do 
them  ftri<5t  juftice. 

Z>.  That  the  Duke  of  Richmond  be  confidered  as  the 
heir  of  his  mother. 

R.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  having  obtained  the  King's 
letters  of  naturalization,  fhall,  when  peace  is  made,  enjoy 
the  privilege  attached  to  the  favour  granted  to  him  by  his 
Majefty. 

D.  That  the  4th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ryfwick  be 
abolimed,  and  that  the  King  do  give  no  oppofition  to  the 
regulating  of  affairs  of  religion  in  the  empire,  purfuant  to 
the  Treaty  of  Munfter. 

R.  In  cOnTideration  of  England,  the  King  wifhe"s  this 
affair  fhould  be  regulated  with  the  Empire ;  his  Majefty 
having  no  intention  to  derogate  from  the  treaties  of  \Veft- 
phalia,  on  the  fubjecT:  of  religion. 

O.  (9.)  The  King,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
his  grandfon,  promifes  that  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon 
(hall  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifli. 

D.  That  an  extent  of  country  round  Gibraltar,  equal  to 
two  cannon  {hot,  and  the  whole  ifland  of  Minorca  be 
ceded  to  England. 

R.  The  King  had  great  difficulty  to  induce  the  King 
of  Spain  to  give  up  Gibraltar  to  the  Englim,  that  Prince's 
intention  being,  as  he  often  declared,  not  to  yield  an  inch 
of  land  in  Spain.  It  will  be  flill  much  more  difficult  to 
obtain  from  him  the  fmalleft  conceffion,  on  fo  important  a 
point  now,  when  he  is  urged  to  renounce  his  rights  to  the 
Crown  of  France,  and  look  upon  Spain  as  the  only  patri- 
mony he  can  .leave  to  his  defcendants. 

So  that  this  new  demand  will  be  fure  of  a  refufal,  and 
the  power  which  his  Majefty  has  received  from  the  Ca- 
tholic King,  is  directly  contrary  to  fuch  a  pretenfion. 

As  he  has  not  explained  himfelf  with  regard  to  the  entire 
ceflion  of  the  Ifland  of  Minorca,  the  King  will  ufe  his 

endeavours 
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endeavours  to  obtain  it,  as  a  fort  of  equivalent  for  territory 
round  Gibraltar;  and  on  this  conficeration,  and  from  this 
time,  his  Majefty  promiks  that  the  whole  iflandof  Minorca 
fhall  be  ceded. 

Q.  (10.)  After  the  conclufion  of 'the  peace,  the  Eng» 
Jifh  fhall  have  the  tranfportation  of  negroes  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  othervvife  called  the  .nffiento  treaty  for  negroes, 
Upon  the  fame  conditions  as  agreed  upon  between  the  King 
of  Spain  and  the  French  ;  fo  that  the  company,  which 
for  this  purpofe  will  be  efrablifhed  in  England,  (hall  have 
the  privilege  of  refrefhing,  felling,  and  delivering  their 
negroes  in  all  places  and  ports  of  America,  upon  the  North 
Sea,  in  Buenos  Ayres,  and  generally  in  all  places  and 
ports,  where  the  fhips  of  the  Company  eftablifhed  in 
France,  under  the  name  of  the  Affiento,  are  permitted  to 
enter. 

D.  That  the  French  do  not  withdraw  their  Affiento 
effedls,  otherwife  than  by  Engiifh  or  Spanifh  veflels. 

R.  Thofe  concerned  in  the  Affiemo  Company,  will 
ftri&ly  obferve  the  terms  of  their  agreement;  confequently 
they  cannot,  under  the  pretence  of  bringing  away  their 
effects,  trade  to  the  Indies  dire£l;  and  they  would  abfo- 
lutely  lofe  them,  fhould  they  be  forced  to  put  them  on 
board  other  vefTels  than  thofe  of  their  Company. 

The  peace  having  for  its'  objcdl  the  general  benefit  of 
both  French  and  Englifh,  it  would  be  unjuft  that  one  of 
the  firft  advantages,  which  refults  to  England,  fhould  be  to 
the  prejudice  of  France;  if  the  Englifh  will  enter  into  a 
bargain  to  purchafe  the  efte&s  of  the  Fiench  company,  this 
inconvenience  will  be  avoided. 

O.  (n.)  The  faid  treaty  (hall  be  for  thirty  years,  and 
there  fhall  be  affigned  to  the  Englifh  Affiento  Company, 
an  extent  of  land  upon  the  river  de  la  Plata,  where  they 
may  not  only  refrefh  their  negroes,  but  keep  them  in  fafety 
until  they  be  fold,  according  to  terms  to  be  ftipulated  in 
the  Affiento  contract ;  and  to  prevent  any  abufe  of  this 
conceffion,  the  King  of  Spain  will  appoint  an  officer  to 
fuperintend,  to  whofe  infpe&ion,  thofe  concerned  in  the 
faid  Company,  and  generally  thofe  whom  they  fhall  employ 
in  their  fervice  fhull  be  fubjecr,, 

£>.  That  this  extent  of  territory  be  fubmitted  to  the 
choicex>f  the  Englifh,  and  that  the  Spanifh  Infpe&or  be 
iuppreffed. 

5  X. 
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£. .  The  demands  made  tp  the  King  on  this  article, 
are  known  in  England  j  his  Majefty  obtained  their,  from 
the  King  his  grandfon,  with  great  difficulty.  He  can, 
neither  de;nar.d  nor  grant  in  his  name,  any  farther  addi- 
tion to  what  has  been  acceded  to  for  the  fake  of  the  peace  ; 
jf  the  Englifh.  think  proper  to  infift  upon  farther  advan,. 
tages,  they  muft  make  a  direct  application  to  the  Spanifh 
Plenipotentiaries,  who,  for  this  purpofe,  muft  have  the 
necellary  paffports  fent  to  them,  that  they  may  repair  to 
Utrecht. 

(12.)  All  advantages,  right*?,  and  privileges,  now 
granted,  or  which  hereafter  may  "be  granted  by  Spain, 
to  the  fubje&s  of  France,  or  to  any  other  nation  whatever, 
{hall  be,  in  like  manner,  granted  to  the  fubje&s  of  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain. 

(13.)  His  Majefty  promifes,  in  like  manner,  that  all 
merchandife  of  the  growth  of  Great  Britain,  going  from 
the  ports  of  Spain,  from  whence  vefTels  are  dilpatched  for 
the  Spanifh  Indies,  mall  be  free  of  all  duties  of  import  and 
export,  as  well  in  Spain  as  in  the  Indies, 

(14,)  All  the  above  articles  fhall  be  underftood  in  the 
moft  ample  and  proper  manner  in  the  treaty  of  peace, 
and  to  them  fhall  be  added  claufes  for  the  ceflatton  of 
hoftilities,  and  other  mutual  aflurances  according  to  the 
common  cuftom  of  preceding  treaties,  which  fhall  be  ac- 
knowledged to  poffefs  snd  have  their  former  force  and 
effect,  except  where  they  are  repealed  by  this  ;  and  this 
.  claufe  fhall  be  added  at  the  end  of  each  inftrument. 


for  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

O.  (i,)  His  right  and  rank  in  the  fucceffion  to  Spain 
(hall  be  acknowledged  and  declared,  conformable  to  the 
will  of  Charles  II. 

D.  That  this  article  be  in  the  following  terms :  the 
rank  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  in  the  fucceffion  to  Spain, 
fhall  be  preferved  for  his  Royal  Highnefs,  purfuant  to  his 
fight. 

R.  In  confideration  of  the  Englifh,  the  King  is  will- 
in  to  pafs  this  article  as  demanded,  notwithftanding  tht 

intcreft 
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jntereft  his  Majeuy  may  have  to  recall  the-  will  of  Charles 
II. 

O.  (2.)  The  King  will  rtftore  Savoy  and  the  county 
of  Nice  to  him,  with  their  dependencies. 

(3.)  The  King  will  alfo  cede  to  him  Exilles,  Feneftrelles, 
with  the  valley  of  Pragelas. 

D.  -  His  Royal  Highnefs  demands,  befides  the  valleys 
on  the  other  iide  of  Mont  Genevre,  comprehending  that 
of  Chateau  Dauphin,  Fort  Barraux,  and  the  territory  from 
this  fort  to  the  confines  of  Savoy  (as  mentioned  in  the  4th 
article  of  fpecifk  demands)  the  villages  beyond  the  Rhone 
on  the  fide  of  Savoy,  the  right  of  garrifoning  Monaco,  and 
the  direct  domain  of  Manton  and  Roquebrisne. 

R.  The  King  cannot  fuppofe  that  England,  being  fin- 
cerely  deiirous  of  peace,  would  give  ccafion  for  new  wars, 
by  giving  up  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  the  very  gates  of 
France.  He  has  neither  right  nor  apparent  pretence  to 
demand  a  part  of  Dauphiny.  He  cannot  reft  upon  any 
j  uft  or  reasonable  foundation,  his  pretenfion  to  the  pofTef- 
fions  of  a  third  perfon,  fuch  as  the  Prince  of  Monaco;  fo 
that  his  Majefty  confiders  it  as  a  great  condefcenfion  in 
favour  of  England  to  give  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  Exilles, 
Feneftrelles,  and  the  valley  of  Pragelas. 

His  Majefty  was  induced  to  think  from  the  nature  of  the 
firft  proportions  known  in  England,  that  this  Prince 
would  have  been  contented  with  the  reftitution  of  Savoy, 
and  the  county  of  Nice,  without  demanding  thofe  two 
places  which  can  only  belong  to  him  by  right  of  war  or  of 
courtefy. 

O.  (4.)  The  ceffion  of  the  Milanefe  and  other  places 
made  by  the  Emperor  Leopold,  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
ftiall  be  confirmed. 

(5.)  His  Royal  Highnefs  may  ere6l  what  fortifications 
he  pieafes  in  places  acquired  by  former  treaties,  without, 
however,  infringing  the  treaty  of  Turin,  made  in  1696. 

-O.  That  he  have  the  power  of  fortifying  what  places 
he  pieafes,  notwithstanding  the  treaty  of  Turin. 

R.  The  apparent  intention  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  is  ' 
to  fortify  Pignerol.  The  intereft  of  France  has  not  va- 
ried fince  the  treaty  of  Turin,  in  1696.  It  is  not  lefs  im- 
portant now,  than  it  was  then,  to  prevent  the  Duke  of  Sa- 
voy's fortifying  this  town  ;  it  may  indeed  be  fuid  that  the 
.danger  is  greater  now> fince  that  Prince  has  acquired  E.\- 

illes 
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illes  ami  Feneftrelles,  and  his  power  is  increafed  on  the  fide 
of  Italy. 

England,  cementing  a  friendfhip  with  France,  ought  not 
to  ailume-a  Ids  intereft  in  the  tranquillity  of  her  pro- 
vinces, than  in  the  ufelefs  aggrandifement  of  the  Duke 
of"  Savoy. 

O.  (6.)  The  trade  from  France  to  Piedmont,  and 
from  Piedmont  to  France,  ihall  be  carried  on  purfuant  to 
the  treaty  of  Turin. 

(7.)  His  Royal  Highnefs  has  free  liberty  to  difpofe  of 
the  barony  of  Eflarts,  and  other  pofieflions  and  effects 
which  he  may  have  in  France. 

(8.)  The  King  confents  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  fhouli 
increafc  his  dominions  in  Italy  as  much  as  he  pleafes. 


For  PruJJta. 

O.  (i.)  The  King  of  Pruflla  fhall  be  acknowledged 
as  fuch  bv  France. 

(2.)  The  King  will  let  him  have  the  free  enjoyment 
of  the  counties  of  Neufchatel  and  Valengin,  with  a  pro- 
mife  never  to  moleft  him,  or  afford  any  kind  of  afliftance 
to  thofe  who  may  difpute  his  title  to  them. 

D.  Thefe  counties  fhall  be  acknowledged  members  of 
the  Helvetic  body,  by  confent  of  his  Majefty. 

R.  This  novelty  does  not  depend  upon  the  King's 
confentj  the  whole  Helvetic  body  has  an  intereft  in  this 
propofal.  It  would  not  be  unanimomly  received  by  all  the 
members  of  it ;  many  would  find  an  intereft  to  oppofe  it, 
and  probably  all  the  proteftant.  cantons  would  not  be  of 
the  fame  opinion. 

The  counties  of  Neufchatel  and  Valengin  are  allies  of 
the  Swiis.  The  King  engages  to  acknowledge  and  to 
treat  them  as  fuch. 

^'  (3-)  The  fubjects  of  Pruflla  in  their  trade  with 
France,  ihall  enjoy  the  fame  advantages  granted  to  the 
fubje&s  of  her  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  States-General, 
upon  condition  of  reciprocity. 

(4.)  The  King  wijl  promote,  with  all  his  power,  the 
pretenfions  of  Pruflia  to  the  city  and  canton  of  Gueldre, 
the  city  and  county  of  Ercklens  as  demanded,  provided 
that  by  fo  doing,  France  do  not  incur  an  injury  from, 
thofe,  who  may  difpute  this  poffeflion  with  Pruflia. 

•  (5.)  The 
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($.)>  The  King  will  give  as  far  as   1,200,000 
French  money,  to  this    Prince,   for  the  purchafe   of  his 
rights  to  the  principality  of  Orange. 

Dt  That  he  may  have  the  option  either  of  the 
money  offered,  or  of  the  Leziere  in  Tranche  Comte* 
He  offers  to  give  up  to  the  King  only  the  Caftle  of  Joux, 
as  an  equivalent ;  moreover  that  the  lands  of  the  Houfe  of 
Chalons  fhould  be  adjudged  to  him,  and  all  edicts,  decrees 
againft  the  Proteftants  of  Orange,  fhould  be  annulled; 

£*  The  King  is  of  opinion  that  he  makes  a  great 
concelllon,  and  fhov/s  his  particular  regard  for  England^ 
by  giving  1^200,000  livres  to  this  Prince^  under  pretence 
of  purchasing  fights*  cf  which  his  Majefty  knows  he  can- 
not juftly  avail  himfelf,  againft  thofe  who  claim  the  prin- 
cipality of  Orange. 

There  is  therefore  no  queftidn  of  choice  -betWeert  this 
offer^  and  a  pretenfion  fo  ill  founded  as  that  of  the  pre-» 
tended  Leziere  in  Franche  Comte,  which  the  Minifters 
of  Pruffia  have  demanded. 

The  fum  of  1,200,000  livres  offered  to  their  mafter,  is 
a  prefent  made  to  the  King  for  the  lake  of  the  peace, 
under  colour  of  the  purchafe  of  his  rights  to  the  princi- 
pality of  Orange  :  for  otherwife  his  Majefty  has  no  other 
reply  to  make,  than  to  declare  he  will  leave  the  feveral 
claimants  the  liberty  of  profecuting  their  rights  to  the 
principality  of  Orange,  before  the  proper  tribunals. 

This  is  the  only  anfwer  he  can  give  on  the  fubjec"l  of 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  Houfe  of  Chalons,  of  which 
no  one  having  an  appearance  of  right  of  fovereignty,  can 
confequently  have  any  pretence  to  withdraw  from  the 
jurifdi6Hon  of  the  ordinary  judges. 

His  Majefty  is  accountable  to  no  one  for  the  edicts  and 
decrees  which  he  may  hTue  for  the  interior  government  of 
his  kingdom. 

(6.)  If  this  King  accepts  the  above  conditions,  hi? 
Majeity  will  acknowledge  his  title  of  Royalty. 

(7.)  The  King  confents,  and  even  demands,  that  the 
Thirteen  Cantons  be  comprehended  in  the  general  peace, 

For  Portugal 

O.  The  King  will  make  the  provifional  treaty  of  1700, 
between  France  and  Portugal,  definitive,  referving  to  him- 

felf 
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felf  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Amazons,  which  ought 
to  be  fo  to  both  nations. 

£).  That  the  advantages  promifed  by  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  as  well  in  Spain  as  in  the  Indies,  fhould  be 
granted  to  him ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  cities  of  Eadajos,  Al- 
cantara, Albuquerque,  and  Valencia,  in  Eftramadura ; 
thofeof  Bayona,  Vigo,  Tuy,  and  Guardia,  in  Galicia. 

That  the  diftrict  between  the  river  of  Plate  and  the  Bra- 
zil be  ceded  to  him,  fo  that  this  river  may  be  the  boun- 
dary of  the  territories  of  both. 

That  King  Philip  V  do  give  up  to  him,  as  a  barrier, 
Coria,  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Puebla  de  Canabria,  and  Mon- 
terey, "with  their  dependencies. 

That  Spain,  in  the  fequel,  do  pay  the  balance  due  to  the 
old  Portugal  Amento  Company,  to  which  England  and 
the  States-General  are  guaranties  ;  and  laftly,  that  France 
give  up  the  lands  of  Cape  North,  in  South  America,  not- 
withftanding  any  treaty,  provisional  or  definitive. 

R.  If  the  King  of  Portugal  had  conquered  Spain,  or 
had  cpntributed  large  armies  to  reduce  it  for  the  Archduke, 
he  could  not  make  higher  demands  than  thofe  contained 
in  this  article.  The  Catholic  King  will  cede  nothing  in 
Spain  to  the  Portuguefe. 

There  is  no  probability  that  he  will  be  more  compliant 
with  the  demands  made  in  the  Indies.  This  is  an  article 
for  di/cuflion  between  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  as  alfo  the  adjuftment  of  accounts  of  what  may 
be  due  to  the  old  Affiento  Company  in  Portugal. 

We  muft  only  obfcrve,  that  were  the  prctenfions  of 
Portugal  liftened  to,  the  -Catholic  King  would  have  no- 
thing but  the  name  of  King  of  Spain,  his  kingdom  would 
be  divided  with  a  powerful  enemy  ;  and  to  obtain  a  power 
equally  uncertain  and  hazardous,  he  is  to  be  compelled 
to  renounce  his  rights,  and  thofe  of  his  defcendants,  to 
the  monarchy  of  France. 

The  King  does  a  great  deal  for  the  Portuguefe,  when 
he  confents  to  make  the  provifional  treaty,  concluded  at 
LHbon,  in  1700,  definitive.  This  is  all  that  his  Majefty 
can  grant;  they  defired  nothing  more  when  they  figned 
the  orFenfive  treaty  with  his  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Spain, 
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For  the    Hsufs  of  Auftria  and  the  Empire. 

O.  (i.)  The  Rhine  {hall  be  the  boundary  between 
France  and  the  Empire,  fo  ;hat  the  King  will  give  up 
Brifac  and  Fort  Kehl,  in  their  prefent  ftate,  will  cede  Lan- 
dau as  it  is,  will  demolifh  all  the  forts  in  his  pofTeffion 
beyond  the  Rhine  or  upon  the  Rhine,  comprehending  Fort 
Louis,  as  well  as  that  of  Pile  near  btrafburg,  upon  con- 
dition, and  not  other  wife,  that  the  King  do  retain  all  his 
poflefl:ons  on  this  fide  of  that  river,  purfuant  to  the  treaty 
of  Ryfwic. 

D.  That  Strafburg  be  given  up,  Huninguen  and  New 
Brifac  demolished.  That  Alface  remain  to  France  only 
according  to  the  literal  fenfe  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  as 
interpreted  by  the  Empire  and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 

R.  The  King  will  keep  Strafburg,  given  up  to  his 
Majefty,  not  only  in  confequence  of  the  ceflion  of  Alface, 
but  alfo  as  an  exchange  for  Fribourg,  Brifac,  and  the  right 
of  placing  a  garrifon  in  Philipfburg,  acquired  by  his  Ma- 
jefty  by  the  treaties  of  WeitphaUa  and  Nimeguen. 

The  fortifications  of  New  Brifao  fhall  itand,  as  that 
place  will  be  necefiary  for  the  barrier  of  France,  when  Old 
Brifac  is  ceded  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 

There  is  no  other  interpretation  to  be  given  to  the  treaty 
of  Munfter,  with  refpecl:  to  the  pofieflion  of  Alface,  than 
the  fenfe  in  which  it  was  underftood  by  the  Amballadors 
and  Minifters  who  figned  the  treaties  of  Nimeguea  and 
Ryfwic.  „»•..: 

O.  (2.)  The  King  will  acknowledge  the  Elector  of 
Hanover.  / 

(3.)  The  Eleclor  of  Treves  {hall  be  re-inftated  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  city  of  Treves,  and  generally  in  whatever 
belongs  to  him. 

D.  He  requires  his  re-eftablifhment  in  the  Grand 
Priory  of  Caftile,  and  the  reftitution  of  profits,  which  he 
pretends  have  only  been  fequeftered. 

R.  The  King  promifes  to  obtain  from  the  King  of 
Spain  the  reftoration  of  the  Grand  Priory  of  Caftiie  to 
the  Elector  of'  Treves. 

With  regard  to  the  reftitution  of  the  profits,  his  Ma- 
jefty  promifes  his  endeavours  to  obtain  them,  not  knowing 
what,  in  this  cafe,  may  be  the  cuftom  in  Spain;  and -it 
muft  ftill  be  a  fubject  of  difcuffion  with  the  Plenipotentia- 
ries of  that  Crown. 

0.  (4.) 
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O.  (4.)  The  King  will  confent,  if  the  Empire  judge 
it  expedient,  that  the  jLandgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel  fhall 
have  pofleifion  of  Rhynfels,  St.  Goar,  and  Kehl,  on  con- 
dition that  religion  remain  in  its  prefent  ftate. 

D.  That  the  article  about  religion  be  fubmitted  to  the 
dccifion  of  the  Empire. 

R.  As  this  is  a  matter  which  relates  to  the  Empire 
folcly,  it  may  be  left  to  its  decifioa. 

O.  (5.)  As  to  what  relates  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 
in  particular,  his  Majefty  engages  that  the  King  of  Spain 
ihall  give  up  to  it,  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sardinia, 
the  four  places  in  Tufcany,  and  as  much  of  the  Duchy 
of  Milan,  as  fhall  not  be  ceded  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
together  with  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  except  the  city 
and  territory  of  Gueldre,  which  remain  jwith  Pruflia,  as 
above-mentioned. 

D.  That  Sicily  be  given  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 
R.  His  Majefty  and  the  King  of  Spain  are  not  only 
tTound  to  re-inftate  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  in  his  territo* 
ries,  but  alfo  to  remunerate  him  for  the  lofles  he  fufferecU 
during  the  war  ;  on  this  account  the  Catholic  King  gave 
him  the  Spanifh  Netherlands^  from  which,,  if  for  the  fake 
of  the  peace  he  be  obliged  to  recede,  his  Majefty  and  the 
King  of  Spain  are  bound  to  provide  for  him  fome  other 
recompence.  The  kingdom  of  Sicily  is  the  only  domi- 
nion that  Spain  can  difpofe  of  in  his  favour,  in  difcharge 
of  their  engagements  to  him. 

It  becomes  more  neceflary  to  urge  this  condition,  inaf- 
much  as  it  is  evident  that  the  Empire  oppofes  his  reinftate* 
ment  in  the  rank  of  firft  Elector,  and  demands  of  him  the 
Upper  Palatinate  for  the  Elector  Palatine,  and  after  him 
to  his  brother  Prince  Charles  of  Neuburg,  not  to  revert  to 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  or  to  his  children,  till  after  the 
death  of  thefe  Princes-  ^ , 

O.  (6.)  The  whole,  upon  condition  that  the  Electors 
of  Cologne  and  Bavaria  be  reftored  to  their  eftates,  digni- 
ties, goods,  moveables,  &cc. 

D.     No  objection  will  be  jnade  to  the  reftoration  of  the 

duchy  of  Bavaria,  to  the  Elector  of  that  name;  and  to  his 

being  the  Qth,  or  laft  Elector,  upon  condition  that  he 

yield  the  Upper  Palatinate,  and  the  dignity  of  firft  Elector, 

without  hope  of  recovering   his  rank,  until  the  death  of 

the  Elector  Palatine,  and  of  his  brother  Prince  Charles. 

And  as  to  the  Elector  of  Cologne,  whenever  he  is  re- 

Voi..  II.  O  Q  ftored 
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ftored  to  his  eftates,  the  garrifon  of  the  city  of  Bonnfhall 
be  appointed  and  regulated  according  to  the  wifhes  of  the 
allies. 

R,  Though  this  he  a  condition  prejudicial  to  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  yet  the  King  confents  to  it,  on  account 
of  his  remuneration  in  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  becaufe  the 
title  cf  King  will  do  away  any  thing  degrading  in  the  rank 
of  laft  Elector,  which  is  intended  to  be  given  to  him, 
inftead  of  the  fir  ft  rank  in  the  Electoral  College. 

His  Majefty  propofes  that  the  fortifications  of  Bonn 
(hould  be  demoliihed,  and  this  expedient  appears  to  him 
more  proper,  than  placing  a  garrifon  in  that  city, inde- 
pendent of  the  Eledlor. 

O.  (7.)  A  general  pardon  fhall  be  mutually  granted 
to  the  fubje&s  of  all  parties  in  the  Spanim  monarchy, 
who  may  have  efpoufed  different  interefts  during  the  war, 
with  a  reftoration  to  their  eftates  and  honours. 


For  the  States-General. 

O.  (i.)  The  Catholic  Netherlands,  except  fuch  as 
fliall  remain  to  the  King  and  Gueldre,  as  before-mention- 
ed, fliall  belong  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 

(2.)  The  barrier  fliall  be  formed  of  the  Spanifh  Nether- 
lands, which  the  allies  are  now  in  pofleffion  of;  to  which 
(hall  be  added  Luxemburg  (refefving  a  principality  of  the 
yearly  value  of  30,000  crowns,  granted  by  the  King  of 
Spain  to  the  Princefs  Urfmi)  Namur,  Charleroy,  Neuport, 
Ypres  and  its  Chatelleny,  Furnes  and  Furnamback,  la 
Knoque,  Menin  and  its  Verge,  upon  condition  that  Lifie, 
in  its  prefent  ftate,  with  its  dependencies,  fhall  be  reftored 
to  France  as  an  equivalent  for  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk 
and  Tournay,  with  the  Tournefis,  Douay,  Bethune,  Aire, 
and  Bouchain,  in  their  prefent  fbte,  with  their  dependen- 
cies j  as  alfo  all  the  cannon  and  ammunition  which  may  be 
therein,  in  exchange  for  places  which  France  gives  up 
to  ftrengthen  the  barrier,  and  for  thofe  which  fhall  be 
ceded  by  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  of  which  he  is  now 
in  poffeflion. 

D.  Befides  the  places  offered  for  the  barrier,  Tour- 
nay  with  the  Tournefis,  as  alfo  Conde,  together  with  the 
cannon  and  ammunition  in  the  places  given  up,  are  de- 
manded.' 

Moreover, 
*O 
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Moreover,  a  renunciation  in  perpetub  for  all  Kings, 
Princes,  and  Princefies  of  the  blood  of  France,  of  all 
rights,  prefent,  futute,  or  pcflible,  to  thofe  places  which 
-compcfe  the  barrier,  whether  in  the  whole  or  in  part. 

The  principality,  to  be  granted  or  referved  to  the  Prin- 
cefs  Urfini,  is  rcfufed. 

R.  The  King  infifts  upon  the  reftitution  of  Tournav 
and  the  Tournefis,  as  efiential  to  fecure  the  barrier  which 
France  muft  keep  up  in  the  Netherlands. 

This  barrier  is  the  more  important,  as  the  power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  is  become  formidable,  by  the  union  of  fo 
many  conliderable  ftates  in  the  perfon  of  the  fame  Prince. 
£very  thing  is  to  be  apprehended  from  fo  dangerous  a 
neighbour,  more  employed  in  his  own  affairs  than  any  of 
his  predeceflcrs,  who  glories  in  following  the  fteps  of 
Charles  V,  and  does  not  conceal  his  defign  of  increafing 
his  power.  There  is  alfo  no  doubt  that  Holland  will  affift 
him,  experience  having  proved,  that  far  from  dreading  the 
power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  that  republic  centres  its 
glory  and  iecurity  in  aggrancfifing  the  domains  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria. 

The  fame  reafon,  the  fecurity  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
'kingdom,  requires  that  the  King  fhould  keep  Conde,  and 
his  Majefty  muft  not  yield  in  this  article. 

As  he  is  well  aware  of  the  confequences  of  giving 
them  up,  fo  he  will  experience  great  pleafure,  if  England 
will  affift  him  in  contributing  to  the  reftitution  of  Tour- 
nay  and  the  Tournefis,  and  will  prevent  a  repetition  of 
demands  on  the  fubject  of  Conde ;  and  to  give  a  real  proof 
of  his  acknowledgment  to  that  crown,  his  Majefty  will 
engage,  that  if  Tournay  and  the  Tournefis  are  reftored  to 
him,  all  demands  of  Conde  ceafe,  and  he  keep  this  place 
at  the  peace }  he  will,  in  this  cafe,  confent,  out  of  pure 
regard  to  England,  to  fill  up  the  port  of  Dunkirk,  al- 
though his  Majefty,  knowing  the  prejudice  which  this  con- 
dition, fo  ftrongly  infifted  upon  by  the  Englifh,  will  do 
to  him,  bath  always  refufed  to  grant  it. 

He  will  agree  to  deftroy  the  fortifications  of  Berg  St. 
Vinofe,  with  its  dependency,  Fort  Francois ;  and,  fhould 
it  be  neceflary,  to  give  up  this  city,  razed,  to  the  Prince, 
to  whom  the  Netherlands  may  belong. 

He  will,  in  like  manner,  confent  to  leave  the  cannon 
and  ammunition  which  may  be  found  in  the  places  ceded 
by  him ;  upon  condition,  that  the  cannon  and  ammunition, 

O  O    2  ftttll 
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(ball  alfo  remain  in  the  places  ceded  to  him,  or  belonging 
to  his  Majefty. 

The  condition  fhould  be  reciprocal,  either  to  leave  all 
the  artillery,  &c.  in  the  places  given  up,  as  well  by  the 
King  as  his  enemies,  or  to  afcertain  the  quantity  that  (hall 
be  left  in  each  place. 

The  renunciation  required  of  the  King,  is  an  article 
drawn  from  the  preliminaries  of  1709.  There  is  great 
reafon  to  reje£t  it  as  ufelefs,  and  even  abfurd;  but  his 
Majefty  will  grant  it. 

As  the  principality  referved  for  thePrincefs  Urfini,  can- 
not affect  public  affairs,  the  King's  wifh  is,  that  the  diffi- 
culty, with  refpesSt  to  this  article,  could  be  done  away. 

O-  (3.)  The  commerce  with  Spain  and  the  Indies, 
(hall  be  on  the  fame  Toot  as  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II ; 
that  with  France  fhall  be  according  to  the  treaty  of  Ryf- 
wic  ;  the  tarif  of  1664  {hall  be  obferved,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  four  fpecies  of  merchandife,  on  conditions  to  be 
agreed  upon. 

D.  The  difcuflion  upon  the  four  fpecies  of  merchandifs 
is  deferred.  'l".M  t 

jR.  The  King  eonfents  to  it. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Tory.     (Page  314.) 
SIR, 

VerfaMlcs,  May   ijth,  171:. 

I  HAVE  received  the  honour  of  your  letter,  and  was 
very  forry  to  remark  the  great  difference,  between  the  pro- 
pofition  you  made  to  me,  by  the  Queen's  order,  and  the 
anfwer  I  gave  you,  by  command  of  his  Majefty  ;  for  want 
of  underftanding  each  other,  we  have  loft  much  time, 
every  moment  of  which  was  precious,  and  now  we  are 
under  the  neceflity  of  fending  to  the  King  of  Spain  for  a 
new  decifton,  upon  a  plan  which  had  been  propofed  to 
him,  in  a  different  fenfe  to  that  in  which  you  underftood  it. 

I  acknowledge,  Sir,  my  apprehenfions,  that  this  expla- 
nation would  be  productive  of  new  embarrafTment  from 
the  Court  of  Madrid,  if  the  King  had  not  refolved  to 
furmount  all  the  difficulties  which  his  Majefty  might  meet 
with,  relative  to  an  article  that  is  to  lay  the  'foundation  of 
peace,  and  to  facrifice  even  the  intereft  of  his  family,  for 
the  reftoration  of  public  tranquillity.  To  remove  thefe 

obftacles, 
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obftacles,  therefore,  the  King  has  this  day  offered  two  pro- 
pofitions  to  his  grandfon. 

The  nrft,  to  renounce  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  for  him- 
felf  and  his  defcendants,  his  right  to  the  Crown  of  France, 
and  to  be  contented  with  Spain  and  the  Indies. 

The  fecond,  to  retain  his  right  to  the  Crown  of  France, 
but  to  give  up,  in  the  mean  time,  Spain  and  the  Indies 
to  the  Duke  of  iSavoy,  and  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  do- 
minions which  the  Dulce  of  Savoy  now  poffefles ;  that  h 
to  fay,  the  principality  of  Piedmont,  the  duchies  of  Savoy 
and  Montferrat,  and  the  county  of  Nice:  laftly,  to  retain 
the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  of  which  his  Catholic  Majefty  is 
{till  matter,  upon  condition,  neverthelefs,  that  if  he  mould 
one  day  fucceed  to  the  Crown  of  France,  he  {hould  only 
keep  the  territories  which  now  belong  to  the  Duke  or 
Savoy,  and  that,  in  that  cafe,  Sicily  fhould  go  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria. 

It  were  defirable  that  the  King  could  now  know  his 
grandfon's  intentions,  on  either  of  thefe  alternatives  ;  but 
we  muft,  of  necefiity,  await  the  return  of  the  meflenger, 
whom  his  Majefty  has  difpatched  to  Madrid. 

However,  he  orders  me  to  aflure  you,  that  the  treaty 
of  peace  {hail  be  built  upon  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  pro- 
poiitions  5  that  is  to  fay,  the  King  of  Spain  mall  renounce 
his  right  to  the  Crown  of  France,  and  retain  only  Spain 
and  the  Indies;  or  he  {hall  confent  to  the  exchange  of 
Spain  and  the  Indies,  for  the  dominions  of  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  upon  the  conditions  I  have  mentioned. . 

You  muft  then,  Sir,  confider  what  I  now  write  by  the 
King's  order,  as  the  final  anfwer  you  require,  which  ought 
to  remove  all  uncertainty,  with  regard  either  to  the  peace 
or  the  continuation  of  the  war. 

It  appears,  Sir,  that  the  peace  would  be  ftill  more  cer- 
tain, if  we  were  to  agree  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  now, 
when  both  parties  may  expect  a  fortunate  iffue ;  but  we 
muft  leave  to  her  Majefty's  prudence,  to  determine  what 
me  may  judge  moft  convenient  for  the  general  welfare, 
which  lhe  has  as  much  at  heart  as  any  perfon.  It  would 
be,  very  unfortunate  {hould  any  event  of  the  campaign 
difturb  our  prefent  good  difpofition  towards  the  re-efta- 
blimment  of  public  tranquillity. 

I  hope  you  will  foon  give  it  its  laft  polifti,  and  entreat 
you  to  believe  that  no  one  caji  honour  you  more  perfectly, 
itpr  be  more  truly,  &c. 
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To. ike  Jlfarquh  de  Tony.     (Page  317*) 

S  IR, 

Whitehall,  May  icth.  O.S.  niz. 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  i3th  inft.  N.S.  yef- 
terday  evening,  and  this  morning  I  read  it  to  her  Majefty. 
The  Abbe  Gaultier  will  give  you  an  account  of  the 
orders  I  Have  juft  difpatched  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond  ; 
the  Queen  depends  entirely  upon  the  good  faith  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  only  waits  for  his  Majefty 
to  communicate  the  refolutic'n  of  the  King  of  Spain,  at 
the  return  of  the  meflenger  from  Madrid,  before  (he  makes 
the  neceflary  declarations  to  conclude  the  great  work  of  the 
peace.  I  am,  &c. 

H.STV  JOHN. 

To  ^Count  Maffel      ( Page  3 1 8.) 

S.I  R, 

Whitehall,  May  iofb,  O.S.    1712. 

YOU  will  not  be  furprifed,  confidering  die  prefent  ftate 
«f  the  negociation  for  peace,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year, 
to  fearn  that  the  Queen  has  determined  not  to  leave  affairs 
of  fuch  importance  as  the  continuation  of  the  war,  or  the 
reftoration  of  the  peace  of  Europe,  any  longer  in  their 
prefent  uncertainty.  x 

The  Earl  of  Straffbrd  has  received  her  Majefty 's  orders 
to  repair  immediately  to  Court ;  he  will  flop  here  only  a 
few  days,  and  will  carry  decifive  inftru&ions  with  him  to 
Holland. 

In  a  crifis  of  fuch  moment,  the  Queen  is  defirous  to 
fcave,  at  her  Court,  a  Minifter  of  his  Royal  Highnefs, 
whole  intereft  is  as  dear  to  her  as  her  own  ;  and  (he  has 
ordered  me,  Sir,  to  inform  you,  that  fhe  judges  it  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  that  you  fliould  repair  hither  without  the 
lofs  of  a  moment. 

As  you  will  return  to  Utrecht,  with  the  Queen's  Mi- 
nifter, and  confequently  your  ftay  in  London  will  be  fliort, 
you  will  probably  not  encumber  yourfeif  with  much  equi- 
page. 

The  Queen  does  not  doubt  his  Royal  Highnefs's  ap- 
proval of  your  conduct;  fhoukl  you  want  any  excufes,  the 
Queen  would  make  them  for  you, 

I  fhould 
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I  ihould  add,  that  the  negociatioa  at  Utrecht  being! 
a5  it  were,  fufpended,  the  Queen  thinks  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  find  a  pretence  for  your  journey ;  at  all  events, 
her  Majefly  hopes  we  are  fo  near  the  fettlement  of  our 
great  concerns,  that  it  will  be  of  no  great  confequence, 
what  impreffions  may  be  made  on  the  public  by  this  ftep. 

I  am,  &c. 

'  /'*f 
To  Monfitur  Marfckalcb.    (Page  329.) 

Whiteha'I,  Mav   lyth,   1712. 

OUR  friend  Breton  did  me  great  juftice,  when  he  af- 
fixed you,  as  he  certainly  has  done,  that  I  remember  you, 
Sir,  with  all  pofTible  efteem  and  affe&ion.  Be  pleafed  to 
preferve  for  me  the  honour  of  your  friendftiip,  and  reft 
affured  I  will,  at  all  times,  endeavour  todeferve  it. 

The  Queen  never  intended  to  communicate  any  thing 
to  her  Parliament,  like  what  is  mentioned  in  the  report 
which  has,  according  to  your  letter  of  the  ijth,  N.S. 
prevailed.  We  may,  I  believe,  entertain  hopes  that  fuch  a 
communication  will  be  made  in  a  fhort  time.  We  now 
trait  to  fee,  what  part  the  enemy  will  take,  upon  the  fubjedt 
of  the  great  article,  the  union  of  the  two  monarchies. 

Her  Majefty,  Sir,  has,  in  truth,  made  great  advances  to 
renew  the  bonds  of  friendfliip  and  confidence  with  the 
States-General,  which  have  fubfifted  ever  fince  the  begin- 
ning of  her  reign,  and  could  not  have  been  broken  at  a  more 
unfortunate  period  than  the  prefent.  But  you  ought  not  to 
take  umbrage  at  that.  The  Queen  will  enter  into  no 
engagement,  that  may  not  be  agreeable  to  the  interefts  of 
the  King  your  matter ;  and  to  fpeak  openly  to  you,  I  do  not 
fee  that  the  Hollanders  make  the  Queen  fuch  returns,  as 
might  induce  her  to  fhow  them  great  attention.  Thofe  gen- 
tlemen do  not  fee,  even  now,  that  the  Queen  governs  in 
Great  Britain,  and  that  their  friends,  the  faction,  have  nei- 
ther influence  nor  credit. 

You  afk  me,  Sir,  if  I  think  the  negociation  will  con- 
tinue long  ?  My  reply  is,  that  I  hope  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford  will  carry  back  with  him  the  conclur  ;;>  of  the  peace. 

This  moment  one  of  our  Meflengers  brings  me  our 
letter  of  the  24th,  N.S. ;  keep  your  mind  eaty,  I  conjure 
you,  as  to  the  conduct  the  Queen  will  obferve  with  regard 
to  his  Prufilan  Majefty. 

Peace  \yill  never  be  made,  with  the  CQnfent  of  our 
Oo^.  Court) 
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Courty  uiikfs  it  be  a  good  one  for  all  the  allies ;  t>ut  tfre 
manner  in  which  the  King  entered  into  the  Queen's  mea~ 
fu'res,  oblige  her  Majefly  to  be  particularly  careful  of  his 
intereft,  for  this  I  dare  be  anfwerable  to  you,  and  you 
know  I  pride  rnyfelf  in  being  a  man  of  honour,  as  much  as 
being,  &c. 

To  the  Marquis  de  fcrcy.     (Page  335.) 

S  I  R, 

Whitehall,  May  2 4th,  O.S.  1712. 

FROM  the  report  which  the  Earl  of  Stratford,  who 
has,  within  thefe  few  days,  arrived  at  Court,  has  made  to- 
me Queen,  as  weH  concerning  the  {late  of  the"  negociation 
at  Utrecht,  as  the  temper  of  mind,  in  which  he  left  the 
Minifters  of  the  alHed  powers,  her  Majefty  is  confirmed  in 
the  opinion*  fome  time  fmqe  entertained,  that  in  order  to 
obtain  a  general  peace,  it  is  become  neceffary  for  her  to 
•declare  her  mind  ia  a  different  manner  to  what  (he  ha3 
hitherto  done. 

You  already  know,  Sir,  that  the  Queen  cannot  excufe 
hterfelf  from  the  communication  {he  promifed  to  her  Parlia- 
ment, concerning  the  negociation  of  peace,  as  foon  as  {he 
receives  King  Philip's  decifion  j  that  is  alfo  the  point  of 
time,  when  either  the  negociation  will  be  abfolutely  broken, 
off,  or  the  Queen  will  be  enabled  to  lead  it  to  a  fuccefsful 
conclufion,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofitlon  whatever. 

I  have  therefore  the  Queen's  orders  to  communicate  to 
-you  the  fteps  fhe  is  refolved  to  take ;  provided  the  Moft 
Chriftian  King  will  make  them  practicable. 

Her  Majefty  will  inform  her  Parliament  and  all  her  al-' 
fces,  firft,  that  {he  has  fettled  the  intereits  of  Great  Britain, 
with  the  Moft  Chriilian  King. 

Secondly,  that  (he  confiders  thofe  of  the  other  power* 
engaged  with  her  in  the  war,  as  very  eafy  of  adjuflment, 
fince  to  the  greater  part  of  them,  the  King  offers  nearly  the, 
amount  of  their  demands,  and  to  all  of  them  juft  and  rea- 
fonable  fatisfaction. 

Thirdly,  that  me  is  about  to  ufe  her  beft  endeavours  for 
the  accommodation  of  her  allies  i  and  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent all,  accidents,  which  the  events  of  the  campaign  may 
cccafion,  to  dillurb  the  negociation  of  peace,  {he,  has  agreed 
with  the  King  for  a  fufpenfion  of  arms. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  meafures  which  the  Queea  is  ready 

to- 
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to  adopt,  and  of  which  fhe  has  ordered  me  lo  inform 
you,  and  you  will  find  in  the  fubjoined  memorial,  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  her  Majefty  confents  to  make  fuch  im- 
portant advances,  and  fuch  decifive  declarations.  As  thefe 
demands  have  been  drawn  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  great 
work  of  peace,  and  not  to  obtain  any  new  advantage,  the 
Queen  promifes  herfelf  that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty 
will  confent  to  them. 

We  are  now  at  the  moft  aweful  crifts  that  Europe  has 
experienced  for  many  years  ;  and  the  anfwer  I  (hall  re- 
ceive  to  this  difpatch,    will  either  infure   the  p'eace,  or 
plunge  us  into  the   miferies   of  war;  for  you    muft  ob- 
ierve,  Sir,  that  at  the  return  of  the  meflenger,  either  the 
fufpenfion  of   arms  between  Great  Britain   and  France, 
muft  be  openly    declared,    or  our  army,  without  farther 
lofs  of  time,  muft  begin  the  operations  of  the  campaign. 
Inftead  of  being  in  any  dread  of  the  latter,  I  am   willing 
to  flatter  myfelf  that  the  former  of  thefe  two  cafes  will 
happen.     The  orders    difpatched  to   the  Duke  of  Ormondy 
after  the  arrival  cf  the  mejjenger  who  brought  me  your  let- 
ter of  the   i8//>  N.S,  together  with  her  Majefty's  prefent 
refolves,  are  fo  eflential  a  mark  of  her  good  faith,  of  her 
fincere  dehre  of  peace,  and  of  her  confidence  in  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty,  that  we  have  a  right  to  expect  the  King 
will  aft  in  the  fame  manner,  and  that  in  a  few  weeks  we 
(hall  fee,  not  only  the   general    repofe    of  Europe,    but 
the  revival  of  a  good  underftanding  between  two  nations, 
who  may  become  the  moft  ferviceable  friends  to  each  other, 
for  the  fame  reafon  as  they  have  been  the  molt  formidable 
enemies. 

The  Queen  commands  me  to  add  her  hopes,  that,  when 
fhe  receives  the  reply  to  this  letter,  you  will  be  able  to  in- 
form her  that  the  Chevalier  hasxommenced  his  journey, 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  ST.  JOHN. 

MEMORIAL.     (Page  337.) 
Concerning  North  America. 

To  terminate  all  exifting  difputes  with  refpeft  to  North 
America,  the  Queen  propofes  : 

Firft.  That  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  do  cede  to  her 
the  I  (land  of  Newfoundland,  with  Placentia,  and  the  for- 
tifications, artillery,  and  ammunition  thereto  belonging, 

Ac 
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the  adjacent  fmall  Iflands  neareft  to  the  Ifland  of  New- 
foundland, as  alfo  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  according  to  its 
ancient  boundaries. 

Secondly.  That  the  fubje&s  of  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty  may  continue  to  fHh  and  dry  their  fifli  on  that  part 
of  Newfoundland  which  is  called  the  Petit  Nord,  but  upon 
no  other  part  whatever. 

Thirdly.  That  the  fubjefts  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty may  poflefs,  in  common  with  thofe  of  the  Queen,  the 
Ifland  of  Cape  Breton. 

Fourthly.  That  the  Iflands  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Law- 
rence, and  in  the  mouth  of  the  River  of  that  name,  which 
are  now  occupied  by  the  French,  remain  to  his  /Moft 
Chriftian  Majeity,  but  upon  this  exprefs  condition,  that  his 
faid  Majefty  do  engage,  neither  to  build,  nor  fufFer  to  be 
built,  any  fortifications  upon  thofe  Iflands,  or  upon  thofe  of 
Cape  Breton.  Her  Majefty  the  Queen  engaging  alfo  not 
to  fortify,  or  fufFer  to  be  fortified,  the  Iflands  adjacent, 
and  neareft  to,  Newfoundland,  or  thofe  of  Cape  Breton. 

Fifthly.  The  Queen  inlifts  to  have  the  guns  and  am- 
munition in  all  the  forts  and  places  in  Hudfon's  Bay  and 
Straits. 

Concerning  Commerce. 

As  there  are  fome  exifting  difficulties  which  prevent  the 
final  fettlement  of  the  Treat/  of  Commerce,  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  fo  foon  as  could  be  wifhed,  on 
account  of  many  exccilive  duties  impofed  in  both  king- 
doms ;  and  as  it  is  expedient  tor  the  fubje&s  of  both, 
that  the  trade  {hould  be  open  and  efFe&ual  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble,  the  Queen  would  have,  on  that  account,  many  propo- 
fals  to  make  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  j  but  as  thcfe 
points  might  occafion  much  difcuflion,  which  the  prefent 
crifis  will  not  allow  of,  the  Queen,  more  inclined  to  fe- 
cure  the  public  repofe  than  her  own  particular  advantage, 
contents  herfelf  with  making  two  demands,  which  {he  be- 
lieves will  meet  with  no  difficulty: 

Firft.  That  in  cafe  of  difference  upon  the  points  in 
difpute  concerning  commerce,  commiflaries  (hall  be  named, 
on  both  fides,  to  aflemble  at  London,  to  examine  and  regu- 
late duties  and  imports  to  be  paid  in  each  kingdom  j  and 
that  fuch  an  arrangement  do  take  place,  that  the  commerce 
of  the  two  nations  may  be  encouraged  and  extended. 

Secondly,  That  no  privilege  or  advantage,  with  refpe& 

to 
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to  the  commerce  of  France,  fhall  be  granted  to  any  foreign 
nation,  which  (hall  not,  at  the  Tame  time,  be  granted  to 
the  fubje&s  of  Great  Britain.  In  like  manner,  no  privi- 
lege or  advantage,  with  refpeft  to  the  commerce,  of  Great 
Britain,  fhall  be  granted  to  any  foreign  nation,  which  fhall 
not,  at  the  fame  time,  be  granted  to  the  fubjefts  of  his 
Moft  Chrifcian  Majefty. 

Concerning  the  Sufpenjion  of  Arms. 

The  Queen  will  confent  to  a  fufpenilon  of"   arms  for  a 
term  of  two  months,  upon  condition, 

Firft.    That  within  the  faid  term,  the  article  refpecling 
the  union  of  the  two  monarchies,  be  pun6tually  and  en- 
tirely executed;  that  is  to  fay,  either  King  Philip  Jhall, 
within  that  time,  renounce,  for  himfelf  and  his  defcendants, 
Jiis  rights  to  the  Crown  of  France,  and  fhall  confent  that 
fuch  renunciation  be  inferted  in  the  future  treaty  of  peace  ; 
or  that  he  fhall  depart  out  of  Spain  with  his  family  within 
that  term,    giving  up  that  kingdom  and  the  Indies   to  the 
Duke   of    Savoy:  all  the  conditions  being  fpecified  in  my 
letter  of  the  2Qth  of  April,  O.S.  and  accepted  by  that  of 
Monfieur  de  Torcy  of  the  i8th  of  this  month,   N.S. 
'     Secondly.  That  the   French  garrifon   fhall  march  out 
of  the'  town   and  citadel  of  Dunkirk  and   its  dependent 
forts,  and  that  her  Majefty's  troops  fhall  enter  it,  on  the 
day  the  fufpenfion  of   arms  commences;    and  that  this 
place  do  remain  in  the  Queen's  hands  until  the  States- 
General  have  confented  to  give  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty 
fuch  an  equivalent,  for  the  demolition  of  that  place,  as  may 
be  fatisfa£tory  to  his  Majefty. 

It  being,  however,  in  this  cafe,  underftood,  that  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  fhall  be  under  an  obligation,  to 
demolifh  all  the 'fortifications  of  that  place,  to  fill  up  the 
harbour,  and  deftroy  the  fluices,  in  the  manner  required  by 
the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries. 

Thirdly.  In  cafe  the  States-General  confent  at  the  fame 
time  as  the  Queen,  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  it  feems  rea- 
fonable  to  allow  them  the  liberty  of  putting  a  garrifon  into 
Cambray,  on  the  day  the  faid  fufpenfion  takes  place. 
Whitehall,   May  24,   O.S.    1712. 


Ctnfertncfs 
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Conferences  about  the  Duke  of  Ormond  not  attacking  the 
Enemy.     (Page  341.) 

Hague,  June  3,   1712. 

THEIR  High  Mightmefles  having  invited  all  theMinif- 
ters  of  the  High  Allies,  to  repair  to  the  general  chamber  of 
Congrefs,  they  appeared;  and  after  being  feated  promif- 
cuoufly,  Montkur  de  Braeckhuifen,  at  the  head  of  the  De- 
puties of  the  States-General,  of  the  Council  of  State,  and  of 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  State  of  Utrecht,  as  many  as 
are  now  here,  informed  them,  that  the  reafon  why  the  Mi- 
.nifters  of  the  Allies   were  defircd  to  attend,  was  a  letter 
which  the  States  had  received  from  their  .deputies  at  the 
army;   in  which  they  take  notice,  that  at  a  council  of  war, 
held  May  28,  we  were  judged  to  be  in  condition  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  with  great  advantage,  but  that  the  Duke 
of  Ormond  exculed  himielf,  by  declaring,  he  had  orders  not 
to  fight ;  upon  which  he  was  aiked,  if,  at  leaft,  he  would 
not  order  his  army  to  cover  a  iiege  they  were  about  to  un- 
dertake ;  but  to  this,  his  anfvver  was,  that  he  had  no  orders 
to  a£k  offenfively  in  anyway;  that  the  States  had juft  caufe 
to  be  furprized  at  fuch  conduit,  and  particularly,  that  the 
Duke  refufine;  to  march  with  the  other  allied  army  againft 
the  enemy,  and  upon  the  point  of  attacking  him,  had  declared 
himfelf  in  that  manner  ;  that  thereupon  their  High  Migh- 
tinefles  had  ordered  their  Deputies  at  the  army,   conjointly 
with  the  Prince  of  Savoy,  to  endeavour  to  induce  the  Duke 
of  Ormond  to  change  his  refolution,   and  to  concur  with 
the  other  allies  in  what  might  be  juft  and  proper  for  an  at- 
tack upon  the  enemy,  though  no  good  effe6t  was  expected. 
That  neverthelefs  they  had  ordered  their  Envoy  at  the  Bri- 
tifh  court  to  complain  of  this  manner  of  proceeding,  and 
to  defire  that  the  orders  may  be  changed,  in  order  that  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  may  concur  vigoroufly  in  the  operations 
of  the  campaign.  At  the  fame  time  orders  were  difpatched 
to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  States  of  Utrecht,  to  com- 
plain to  my  Lord  Biihop  of  Briftol,  which  they  executed 
yefterday  •  morning ;  that  the    Bifliop  of  Briftol   at  firft 
wilhed  to  jtiftify   this  proceeding,  but   being  prefled  by 
the  reafoning  of  the  Plenipotentiaries,  he  at  length  declar- 
ed himfelf  in  the  following  manner,  according  to  the  very 
words  recited  by  the  Plenipotentiaries :  that  he   had   the 
Queen's  orders  to  tell  them,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner, 
that  iince  her  Majefty  had  fsen  all  her  advances  to  the  States 
5  fe 
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fo  ill  feconded,  and  that  the  States  would  not  a£l  in  concert 
with   her  Minifters  in  the  work  of  peace,  '  her  Majefty 
would  attend  to  her  own  interefts  folely.     That  the  Pleni- 
potentiaries upon  that,  haying  replied,  with  much    pro- 
priety, in  j unification  of  the  States,  my  Lord  Bifhop  be- 
came more  inflexible  in  his  affertion,  and  at  laft  explained 
himfelf  farther,  in  the  following  terms :  that  her  Majefty 
confidered  herfelf  as  under  no  obligation  whatever  to  the 
States.     That,  befides  this,  the  fame  Plenipotentiaries  re- 
late, in  a  fecond  letter,  that  the  faid  Lord  Bifhop,   at  an- 
other conference,  declared,  that  the  Queen  confidered  herfelf 
to  be  in^  condition,  and  under  an  obligation,  after  all  her 
advances,  to  make  peace  with  or  without  the  States.  The 
faid  M.  de  Broeckhuifen  added  to  all  this,  that  the  Bifhop's 
declararion  might  ferve  as  the  States'  apology  to  all  the  al- 
lies, for  not  having  taken  any  ftep,  with  refpect  to  the  peace, 
without  communicating  the  fame  to  the  allies,  with  an  af- 
fu ranee  that  they  fhall  continue  to  do  fo.  That,  in  this  cafe, 
the  States,  with  the  approbation  of  the  allies,  had  refolved  to 
repeat  their  orders  to  their  Minifter  at  London,  to  remon- 
ftrate  ftrongly  upon   the  bufmefs   in  j  unification  of  the 
States,  who  had  never  refufed  to  declare  or  act  in  concert 
with  refpecl:  to  the  peace,  with  all  the  allies,  and  that,  what 
was  now  done,  was  contrary  to  the  declaration  made  to 
their  Minifters  in  London,  and  to  thofe  made  by  the  Britifli 
Minifters  here ;  that,  therefore,  they  fhould  infift  upon  a 
revocation  of  the  orders  given  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
and  that  her  Majefty  do  not  withdraw  herfelf  from  her  al- 
lies :  M.  de  Broeckhuifen  concluded  by  faying,  that  this 
communication  had  been  made  to  the  Minifters  of  the  al- 
lies to  learn  their  fentiments  upon  the  fubjecl. 

Count  Sinzendorf  then  fpoke,  lamenting  the  incident 
that  had  occurred ;  he  commended  the  refolution  of  the 
States,  by  faying,  that  during  almoft  fix  years  that  a  treaty 
of  peace  had  Been  on  foot,  the  Emperor  and  the  States 
had  always  been  ready  to  liften  to  propofals,  and  latterly, 
in  order  to  know  the  Queen's  fentiments,  offered  to  come 
in  to  any  terms  at  all  proper,  even  to  give  up  a  part  of  his 
rights,  but  that  hitherto  they  had  received  no  communi- 
cation ;  the  Count  thought  they  might  write  to  the  Minif- 
ters of  the  other  allies  at  London,  to  fupport  the  Minifter 
of  the  States  in  his  remonftrances,  and,  for  his  own  part, 
he  was  enabled  to  do  fo,  without  waiting  for  any  new  or- 
der from  the  Emperor  his  mafter. 

M.  de  Bothmar  followed  hinv     He  conformed  entirely, 

offering 
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offering  atfo  to  write  to  the  Minifter  of  his  Court  in  Lon- 
don, to  concur  with  the  faid  re tnonft ranees.  The  Minif. 
ters  of  Pruffia  declared  themfelves  willing  to  make  a  faith- 
ful report  of  what  had  paffed,  not  doubting  foon  to  receive 
due  inftructions  in  fo  urgent  a  cafe,  and  that  his  Majefty 
would  always  concur  with  what  might  promote  the  union 
of  the  allies.  The  Minifters  of  the  King  of  Poland,  the 
Elector  Palatine,  Heffe,  &c.  conformed  to  the  fame  opi- 
nion, after  which  the  conference  broke  up. 

. r^L.    ''V. 
To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.      (Page  351.) 

S  I  R, 

Whitehall,  May  28,   1712. 

BY  the  Queen's  orders  I  write  to  inform  you,  that  the 
remonftrances  to  her  Majefty  from  the  States-General, 
'upon  occafion  of  the  Duice  of  Ormond's  refufal,  either 
to  attack  the  French  army,  or  to  undertake  any  fiege,  have 
had  no  other  effecl:  than  a  repetition  of  the  fame  orders  to 
the  Duke.  But  in  cafe  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Deputies 
of  the  States  (which  is  not  very  probable^  fhould  continue 
obftmateiy  bent  upon  the  fiege  of  any  place,  though  the 
Queen's  army  have  no  concern  in  it,  yet  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  ought  then  to  beg  the  Marefchal  will  not  undertake 
any  thing  againft  them,  nor  oblige  him,,  by  that,  to  come 
to  an  a£tion. 

In  very  few  days,  we  (hall  receive  the  laft  refolution  of 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  the  decifion  of  King  Phi- 
lip-; upon  that  the  Queen  will  make  the  declaration  men- 
tioned in  my  letter  of  the  24th  inftant,  which  will  extri- 
cate us  from  our  prefent  uncertainty,  or  fhe  will  give  or- 
ders to  her  General  to  a&  wi<h  the  utmoft  vigour. 

A  delay  fo  inconfiderable  cannot  prejudice  your  interefts  ; 
on  that  account  the  Queen  doubts  not  the  Murefchal  will 
confider  himfelf  bound  to  prevent  a  general  adtion,  by  not 
marching  towards  the  allies,  as  the  Duke  of  Ormond  has 
already  done,  by  refufing  to  march  againft  the  army  of 
France. 

I  fend  this  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  that  he 
may  tranfmit  it  with  one  he  is  ordered  to  write  to  the  Ma- 
refchal de  Villars,  who  will,  without  fail,  convey  it  to 
you.  lam,  £c. 

H.  ST.  JOHN. 

Tt 
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To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  353.) 

S  i  R, 

Whitehall,  June  7,  O.S.  1712. 

I  WRITE  you  this  private  letter,  to  repeat  to  you  that 
it  is  impoflible  the  Queen  can  have  greater  dependence  on 
the  good  faith  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty.  She  con- 
fiders  this  mutual  confidence  as  the  only  means  to  eftabiifli 
the  peace  of  Europe. 

The  Queen  alfo  agrees  in  fentiments  with  the  King,  that 
the  fufpenfion  of  arms  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  to  take,  from 
the  enemies  of  peace,  the  power  to  prevent  or  retard  its 
conclufion  ;  but,  Sir,  you  will  pleafe  to  confider,  that  it  is 
neither  the  intereft  of  the  King  or  the  Queen,  that  things 
Ihould  remain,  with  refpect  to  that,  in  their  prefent  circum- 
ilances.  It  will  probably  not  be  convenient  to  you,  that 
Marefchal  de  Villars  fhould  continue  inactive,  while  Prince 
Eugene  befieges  Quefnoy,  and  it  will  not  be  much  to  the 
Queen's  honour,  that  the  Dake  of  Ormond  fhould  con- 
tinue a  quiet  fpeclator  of  what  paries  between  the  armies 
of  France  and  of  the  allies,  before  he  can  roundly  declare 
that  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  is  agreed  upon. 

You  fay,  Sir,  that  telling  the  Dutch  that  the  Brhifli 
troops  will  have  the  charge  of  the  town,  citadel,  and  forts 
of  Dunkirk,  is  no  threat  to  them  ;  but  permit  me  to  call 
to  your  obfervation  what  is  one,  and  that  is,  to  declare  to 
them  that  the  Queen  will  no  longer  aft  againft  France  j 
that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  has  left  them  no  excufe 
for  their  obftinacy ;  and,  finally,  that  they  muft  exert 
themfelves,  for  their  own  accommodation,  or  they  run  the 
hazard  of  bringing  a  burden  upon  their  backs  which  they 
are  not  in  a  condition  to  ftand  under. 

The  Abbe  Gaultier  will  write  to  yovTupon  ^the  fubje& 
of  the  Chevalier. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  aflure  you,  that  1  am,  &c. 

H.  ST.  JOHN. 


Frtn 


TRANSLATION    OF 


From  the  Marquis  d-e  Tory.      (Page  355.) 

S  i  R, 

Verfailles,  June  8th,   1712. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  write  to  you  the  i8th  of  laft 
month,  that  the  King,  defirous  to  fmooth  the  principal 
<Kfficulty  in  the  way  of  the  general  tranquillity,  made  two 
propofitions  to  the  King  of  Spain  :  the  one,  to  renounce, 
in  the  treaty  of  peace,  for  himfelf  and  his  defendants, 
his  rights  to  the  Crown  of  France,  and  to  confine  himfelf 
to  Spain  and  the  Indies;  the  other,  to  keep  his  right  to  the 
Crown  of  France,  but  to  give  up  Spain  and  the  Indies  to 
the  i>uke  of  Savoy,  and  to  content  himfelf  with  the  ex- 
change of  the  dominions,  which  the  Duke  of  Savoy  now 
enjoy?,  with  the  addition  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily.  I 
informed  you,  Sir,  that  his  Majefty  difpatcheda  meflenger 
to  Madrid,  to  obtain  morefpeedy  information  of  his  grand- 
ion's  intentions,  upon  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  alterna- 
tives ;  and  that  he  ordered  me,  nevertheless,  to  allure  you, 
that  the  peace  {houLd  be  founded  upon  one  or  the  other  of 
them. 

I  faw,  in  your  anfwer  of  the  21  ft,  the  Queer's  entire 
reliance  on  the  King's  good  faith,  and  that  (lie  waited  for 
a  communication  of  his  refolutions,  at  the  return  of  the 
ftiefienger  from  Madrid  ;  her  Majefty  being  defirous  then 
to  make  the  necelTary  declarations  to  conclude  the  work  of 
peace. 

The-  meflenger  bearing  this  important  decifion,  is  ar- 
rived; and  the  King  of  Spain  has  written  to  his  Majefty, 
and  has  declared,  in  exprefs  terms,  to  his  Majefty's  Envoy 
there,  .that  he  accepts  the  firft  propofition  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
to  keep  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and,  for  himfelf  and  his  de- 
fcendants, to  give  -up  his  right  to  the  Crown  of  France, 
and  this  to  be  inferted  in  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Thus,  then,  is  the  .principal  obftacle  to  the  peace  fur- 
mounted;  and  the  Queen  will  fee,  Sir,  that  (he  was  not 
miftaken  in  her  confidence  in  the  good  faith  of  the  King. 

His  Majefty,  at  prefent,  waits  for  the  Queen,  on  her 
part,  to  remove  the  difficulties,  which  the  enemies  to 
peace  wifh  ftill  to  keep  alive,  to  prevent  its  conclufioru 
And  as  you  aflure  me,  Sir,  that  at  the  return  of  the  mef- 
fenger,  her  Britannic  Majefty  will  make  the  neceflary  de- 
.ciaratiens  for  that  purpofe,  the  King  is  of  opinion,  that 

the 
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the  full,  and  moft  urgent,  is  to  fecure  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms,  either  general,  or,  at  leaft,  mutually,  between  the 
armies  in  the  Netherlands,  and  which  may  laft  till  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  peace. 

His  Majefty  is  perfuaded,  that  this  will  like  wife  be 
the  opinion  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  ;  fince  the 
orders  given  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  her  Britannic  Majefty's  intentions. 

The  more  I  fee  of  inclination  towards  the  peace,  the 
greater  is  my  defire  to  be  able  to  congratulate  with  you 
upon  its  accomplilhment,  and  to  affure  you,  that  I  am,  &c* 

DE  TOB.CY. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  357* ) 
SIR, 

Marli,  June  icth,   1712. 

I  THIS  mc-rning  received,  by  your  meflenger,  the  ho* 

nour  of  your  letter  of  the  24-th  of  May June  5,  with 

the  inclofed  memorial,  both  which  I  have  read  to  the 
King.  His  Majefty  obferves,  with  great  pleafure,  the 
Queen's  wife  arrangements  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  fortu- 
nate conclufion  of  the  peace.  I  am  in  hopes  that  her 
Britannic  Majefty's  refolutions  will  be  well  feconded  by 
the  prompt  decifion  of  the  King  of  Spain,  of  which  I  in- 
formed you  the  day  before  yefterday,  when  the  mefTenger, 
La  Vigne,  thought  he  fhould  be  with  you  as  to-day. 

I  have,  therefore,  no  reafon  to  fear  the  negociation  will 
be  broken  off,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  the  ene- 
mies to  the  peace  may  ftill  make.  It  fhould  feem  they 
intend  to  proceed  to  the  utmoft  lengths,  if  it  be  true,  as 
our  letters  from  the  army,  two  days  ago,  aflure  us,  that 
they  are  inverting  Quefnqy  with  an  intention  to  beiiecre  it. 
The  orders  fent  by  you  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  are  fo 
pofitive,  that  the  King  cannot  fuppofe  her  Majefty  would 
approve  of  fuch  an  enterprize,  and  ftill  lefs,  that  her  troops 
fhould  be  employed  to  forward  it.  His  Majefty  has,  how- 
ever, ordered  me  to  write,  requiring  to  know  what  the 
Queen's  army  will  do,  if  Marefchal  Villars  fhould  at- 
tempt to  relieve  the  place,  in  cafe  it  is  befieged. 

You  muft  certainly  fee,  that  if  we  do  not  agree  upon 
an  immediate  fufpenfion,  we  may  be  unavoidably  engaged 
in  fome  great  event.  I  hope,  from  your  care  and  prudence, 
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we  may  avoid  it,  and  that  nothing  will  difturb  the  perfec- 
tion of  a  work  fo  nearly  concluded. 

I  alfb  flatter  myielf,  that  the  anfwer  I  have  now  the  ho- 
nour to  fend  to  your  memorial,  will  create  no  new  diffi- 
culty, and  that  the  Queen,  who  has  experienced  fo  many 
proofs  of  his  Majefty's  goad  faith,  will  perfift  in  her  con- 
fidence, without  urging  demands,  that  might  betoken  a 
fufpicion,  of  which  we  are  convinced  her  Britannic  Ma- 
jelly  is  incapable. 

You  may  aflure  her,  Sir,  that  the  Chevalier  is  every 
moment  ready  to  depart ;  we  only  wait  to  know  where  he 
can  go  to,  and  in  what  place  he  may  be  in  fecurity.  I  con- 
fcfs,  I  know  of  no  Prince  who  will  receive  him,  from  a 
fear  of  the  difpleafure  of  the  Queen,  or  of  the  other 
Powers  ;  fome  explanation  upon  this  fubject  will  be  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary,  which  I  beg  you  to  give  me,  by  means 
of  the  Abbe  Gaultier,  if  you  do  not  think  proper  to 
communicate  it  yourfelf.  I  am,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 

ST/tf   King's  Answer  to  tlie  Memorial  fent  from  London, 
June  5,  O.5.  1712.   (Page  359.) 

ARTICLE  I.  His  Majefty  confents  to  cede  to  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain,  the  Ifland  of  Newfoundland, 
with  the  Town  of  Placentia,  fortified  ;  but  the  artillery  and 
ammunition  in  this  place  fhall  be  withdrawn,  and  not  com- 
prehended in  the  ceffion  of  that  place  and  ifland,  as  not  be- 
ing attached  to  either ;  and,  to  uie  a  common  comparifon, 
the  ammunition  and  artillery  of  a  place  may  be  corifidered 
as  the  furniture  of  a  houfe,  which  the  individual  takes  away 
with  him,  when,  by  voluntary  agreement,  he  gives  up 
the  houfe.  The  ifles  adjacent  to  Newfoundland  were 
neither  demanded  rcr  promifed,  in  the  articles  figned  at 
London,  in  October  laft :  as  thefe  have  been,  from  the 
beginning,  considered  as  the  bafis  of  the  prefent  negociation, 
the  King's  intention  is  to  comply  with  them  exactly,  as  the 
moft  fure  method  of  arriving  at  a  conclufive  treaty  ;  and 
•his  Majefty  is  perfuaded,  that  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain, 
/  true  to  her  word,  will  not  infill  upon  a  new  demand,  and 
which  cannot  be  found  in  the  agreement,  figned  in  her 
name.  The  King  will  add  to  that  agreement,  the  ceffion 

of 
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of  Acadia,  according  to  its  ancient   boundaries,   as   de- 
manded by  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 

Secondly.  The  articles  figned  at  London,  refer  ve  to  the 
King's  fubjects  the  right  to  fifh  and  dry  their  cod  upon  the 
ifland  of  Newfoundland  ;  an  arrangement,  which  both  fides 
have  agreed  to,  cannot  be  reftri&sd  nor  altered  but  by  mu- 
tual agreement  for  their  common  advantage.  Upon  this 
plan,  his  Majefty  offers  to  England,  to  give  up  the  artillery 
and  ammunition  of  Placentia,  the  ifles  adjacent  to  New- 
foundland, to  forbid  his  fubjedts  the  liberty  of  fifhing  and 
drying  cod  on  the  coaft  of  that  ifland,  even  the  diftri£t 
called  the  Petit  Nord  ;  to  add  to  thefe  conditions,  the  cef- 
fion  of  the  iflands  of  St.  Martin  and  St.  Bartholomew, 
clofe  to  that  of  St.  Chriftopher,  on  condition  that  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain  do  confent  to  reftore  Acadia,  of 
which  the  River  St.  George  is,  in  future,  to  be  the  boun- 
dary, as  the  Englifh  formerly  required.  It  is  then  fub- 
mitted  to  the  choice  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  either 
to  abide  by  the  articles  figned  at  London,  or  to  accept  the 
exchange  propofed  by  his  Majefty.  In  the  latter  c»f3,  his 
Majefty  would  promote,  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
the  fettlement  of  the  bufmefs  relating  to  the  ranfom  of 
Nevis,  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  Great  Britain. 

Thirdly.  As  one  of  the  chief  advantages  of  the  peace 
will  be,  if  it  pleafes  God,  the  good  underftanding,  which 
the  King  propofes  to  eftablifh  between  his  fubje£ts  and  thofe 
of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  every  thing  that  can  dif- 
turb  that  happy  union jfhould  be  removed  ;  experience  has 
too  well  proved,  how  importable  it  was  to  preferve  it,  in 
places  inhabited  in  common  by  French  and  Englifh  ;  this 
reafon  alone  would,  therefore,  be  fufficient  to  prevent  his 
Majefty's  confent  to  the  propofal  of  permitting  the  Englifti 
to  pofTefs  Cap  Breton  with  the  French.  But  a  confideration 
of  ftill  greater  importance  may  be  urged  againft  the  propo- 
fition,  and  as  ft  too  often  occurs,  that  nations,  the  moft 
friendly  to  each  other,  become  enemies,  it  is  a  point 
of  prudence  that  the  King  ftiould  retain  pofteflion  of  the 
only  ifland,  that  can  in  future  keep  the  River  St.  Law- 
rence open  to  him.  It  would  be  abfolutely  (hut  to  his 
(hips,  if,  while  the  Englifh  are  matters  of  Acadia  and 
Newfoundland,  they  fhould  alfo  be  in  pofleffion  of  Cap 
Breton  in  common  with  the  French,  and  Canada  would  be 
loft  to  France,  as  foon  as  any  event  (hould  occur,  to 
P  p  2  rekindle 
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rekindle  the  war  between  the  two  nations,  which  God  long 
forbid  !  But  the  fureft  method  to  prevent  it,  is  frequently 
to  call  to  mind  that  it  may  happen. 

Fourthly.  We  fhall  not  diffemble  that  it  is  for  the  fame 
reafon,  the  King  will  referve  to  himfelf  the  liberty,  natural 
and  general  among  all  fovereigns,  to  erect,  in  the  iflands  of 
the  Gulph  and  River  of  St.  Lawrence,  as  well  as  in 
Cap  Breton,  fuch  fortifications  as  his  Majefty  fhall 
judge  neceffary.  Thefe  works,  intended  folely  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  country,  can  never  be  of  prejudice  to  the  neigh- 
bouring iflands  and  provinces.  It  is  juft,  that  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain  fhould  have  the  fame  liberty  of  fortifying, 
•fyhere  {he  may  judge  it  neceflary,  whether  in  Acadia  or  in 
Newfoundland ;  and  upon  this  article  the  King  does  not 
pretend  to  demand  any  thing  contrary  to  the  rights,  which 
^property  and  pofleffion  naturally  give  to  that  Princefs. 

Fifthly.  From  his  particular  regard  for  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain,  the  King  will  leave  to  her  the  artillery 
and  ammunition  in  the  forts  and  places  in  Hudfon's  Bay  and 
Straits,  notwithftanding  the  urgent  reafons  his  Majefty  has 
to  withdraw  them,  and  to  appropriate  them  elfewhere. 

Article  of  Ccmmerce. 

AS  the  King  is  fincerely  defirous  that  every  caufe  of 
difcontent*  between  his  Majefty  and  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  fhould  be  at  an  end  as  foon  as  poflible,  it  would  be 
very  agreeable  to  him,  to  fee  a  conclufion  of  all  difputes, 
between  his  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht  and  thofe  of 
England,  upon  the  fubjoft  of  commerce;  but  if  it  be  im- 
poffible,  that  all  the  difficulties  upon  this  head  can  be  re- 
moved, before  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  rather  than 
retard  it,  his  Majefty  confents  to  two  demands,  made  in  the 
name  of  that  Princefs  : 

Firft.  To  name  commiffipners,  to  meet  at  London, 
to  examine  and  regulate  the  duties  and  impofts  to  be  paid 
in  each  kingdom. 

Secondly.  That  France  and  England  do  mutually 
agree  to  grant  to  the  fubjects  of  either  Crown  the  fame 
privileges  and  advantages  granted  to  any  foreign  nation 
whatever. 


Article 
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Article  concerning  the  Sufpcnjion  of   Anns. 

SO  (hort  a  period  as  two  months,  would  continue  to  the 
•enemies  of  the  peace,  the  hope  of  being  able  (till  to  haraSs 
the  negociation  before  the  end  of  the  campaign.  The  King, 
convinced  of  her  Majefty's  good  intentions,  thinks  it  would 
be  of  advantage  to  both,  if  the  tei  m  were  extended  to  four 
months. 

P'irff.  It  fliould  be  fufHcient  to  complete  the  fettlernent 
of  all  difficulties  in  the  treaty,  the  principal  one  being  al- 
ready done  away,  by  the  firm  resolution  made  by  the  King 
cf  Spain,  to  renounce  for  himfelf  and  his  descendants,  the 
Crown  of  France,  and  to  ke^p  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and 
this  renunciation  to  be  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  peace, 

Secondly.  After  having  reftpred  the  regular  courfe  of 
the  negociation,  on  the  baiis  of  good  faith  and  mutual  con- 
fidence, the  good  effects  of  which  are  now  apparent,  all  difr 
truft  and  even  Semblance  of  fufpicion  mu£t  be  done  away, 
when  we  draw  nearer  the  objecl,  which  both  Sides  wifh.  to 
attain.  The  King  Submits  it  to  the  Queen's  candour,  to 
juds;e,  if  the  demand  to  garrifon  Dunkirk  with  Englifh 
garrifon  troops,  during  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  be  not  of- 
fenSive  to  his  Majefty,  and  if  the  public  would  rtot  regard 
the  proportion  as  implying  a  doubt  of  his  Majefty's  exaft- 
nefs  in  fulfilling  his  promises  ?  He  knows  that  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain  is  far  from  entertaining  fu.ch  a  thought, 
having  received  too  many  ?pr  oofs  to  the  contrary  j  on  that 
account,  and  the  King  having  long  looked  upon  her  as 
a  friend,  notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  the  war,  he 
is  perfuaded,  that  fhe  will  defift  from  a  demand,  not  only 
ufelefs,  but  productive  of  an  effe&  very  oppoSite  to  her 
Majefty's  intentions.  For  it  is  certain,  that  her  object  is 
to  oblige  the  Dutch  to  giye  the  King,  directly,  an  e<jui^ 
valent  for  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk",  which  his  Majefty 
has  promifed  to  demolifh.  Their  -obftinacy  is  to  be  over- 
come, and  they  muft  be  made  to  fee,  that  if  they  perfift, 
the  lofs  will  fall  upon  them  ;  but  it  will  be  no  threat  to  tell 
them,  that  the  Englifh  troops  Iball  keep  pofSe/Sion  of  Dun- 
kirk, its  citadel,  and  forts,  until  the  States-General  have 
given  the  King  an  equivalent  to  his  fatisfaction.  Her 
Majefty  would  alone  bear  the  uneafinefs  of  all  the  new 
objections,  which  they  would  raife  againft  the  peace  j  and 
that  republic  pan  only  be  made  more  pliant,  by  methods 
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quite  different.  As  the  King's  intention  is  really  to  ac- 
celerate the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  in  general,  his  Ma- 
jefty propofes,  that  immediately  after  the  figning  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  a  de- 
tachment of  Englifh  troops  fhould  encamp  before  Dun- 
kirk, and  that  thofe  troops,  of  which  the  number  fhall  be 
fixed,  {hould  work  conjointly  with-his  Majefty's,  to  raze 
all  the  fortifications.  The  condition  of  filling  up  the 
port,  and  of  deftroying  the  fluices,  is  dependent,  as  the 
King  has  explained,  upon  the  reftoration  of  Toiirnay  and 
the  Tournefis,  as  his  Majefty  has  demanded.  He  renews 
the  fame  engagement.  The  deftru£Uon  of  the  fluices  will 
prove  that  of  the  country  about  Dunkirk,  where  friends 
and  enemies  will  equally  fuffer.  The  King  could  wifh  to 
be  excufed  this  ufelefs  defolation,  which  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain  has  perhaps  not  fufficiently  confidered.  His  Ma- 
jefty is  defirous  that  it  {hould  be  again  fubmitted  to  her, 
although  he  is  refolved,  in  refpe£t  to  this  article,  to  do 
whatever  is  moft  agreeable  to  that  Princefs,  on  account  of 
the  reftitution  of  Tournay  and  the  Tournefis. 

Thirdly.  The  peace  is  become  neceflary  for  all  Europe; 
the  King  defires  it  as  a  general  good,  and  his  Majefty  looks 
upon  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  as  a  means  almoit  necefTary 
for  its  attainment.  But  he  would  refufe  this  fufpenfion, 
he  would  even  break  oft"  the  negociation  of  peace,  if  either 
depended  upon  the  admiffion  of  a  Dutch  garrifon  into 
Carnbray,  for  any  interval  of  time  whatever.  He  will 
never  confent  to  a  propofition  fo  derogatory  from  his  ho- 
nour, his  intereft,  and  the  welfare  of  his  kingdom, 

DE  TORCY- 

M^rli,  June  loth,  1712. 


To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  364.) 

SIR, 

Whitehall,  June  fith,  O.S.   171.2. 

I  SEND  you  back  La  Vigne,  who  brought  me  your's 
of  the  8th  inftant,  N.S.  in  which  you  take  notice,  that 
King  Philip  chofe  the  nrft  propofition ;  that  is  to  fay,  to 
retain  Spain  and  the  Tndies,  and  to  renounce,  by  the  peace, 
for  himfelf  and  his  defendants,  his  rights  to  the  Crown 
of  France. 

I  have 
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I  have  alfo  received  your's  of  the  loth  inftant,  in 
x-eply  to  mine  of  the  24th  of  laft  month,  O.S. 

The  Queen,  Sir,  has  ordered  me  to  inform  you,  that 
though  your  laft  memorial  has  not,  as  fhe  expedted,  an- 
fwered  the  demands  I  made,  yet  her  Majefty  this  day  met 
her  Parliament,  and  made  every  neceflary  declaration,  to 
forward  the  unanimous  vote  of  this  nation  for  the  peace, 
and  to  deprive  thofe  of  the  power  of  counteracting  the 
conelufion  of  our  great  work,  who  are  fo  difpofed. 

The  Queen  did  not  mention  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  to 
the  two  Houfes  ;  but  fhe  has  ordered  me  to  write  to  you 
upon  it,  and  to  inform  you  of  the  reafons  for  her  refolu- 
tions. 

The  commencement,  and  the  progrefs  of  this  negocia- 
tion,  have  been  founded  on  the  good  faith  of  both  parties  j 
the  Queen's  entire  dependance  is  upon  that  of  the  King  ; 
and  her  Majefty  is  confident  fhe  has  given  proofs  of  her's, 
and  is  ready  to  give  others,  but  there  are  certain  cafes,  in 
which,  even  between  the  neareft  relatives  and  moft  inti- 
mate friends,  prudence  requires  the  moft  fcrupulous  pre- 
caution. 

The  expedient  to  prevent  the  reunion  of  the  two  mo- 
narchies of  France  and  Spain,  is  the  n  oft  important  point 
of  our  negociation,  and  her  Majefty  would  give  up  all  thofe 
that  have  been  agreed  upon,  rather  than  leave  it  uncertain. 
She  is  refponffble  for  it  to  her  people,  to  her  allies,  to  the 
prefent  age,  and  to  pofterity.  v 

Upon  this  ground,  Sir,  the  Queen  hopes  that  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  will  find  nothing  offenfive  in  the  de- 
mands, which  fhe  feels  herfelf  bound  to  renew,  and  which 
are  contained  in  the  fubjoined  memorial. 

I  difpatch  a  meflenger  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  with  a 
copy  of  what  I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  you. 
In  cafe  the  King  thinks  proper  to  grant  what  the  Queen 
requires,  you  need  only  fign  thefe  articles,  and  fend  them 
to  that  General,  who,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  takes 
pofTeflion  of  Dunkirk,  will  declare  to  the  allies,  his  order 
to  a£t  no  longer  againft  France,  t 

The  Earl  of  Straffbrd  will  fet  out  from  hence  the  begin- 
ning of  next  week,  on  his  return  to  Utrecht ;  the  inftruc- 
tions  he  carries  with  him,  will  enable  the  Queen's  Pleni- 
potentiaries to  recede  from  all  the  meafures,  to  which  the- 
have  hitherto  been  obliged  to  fubmit.  They  may,  in  fuy 
Jure,  openly  unite  with  thofe  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
P  p  4  jefty 
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jefty,  to  give  law  to  thofe,  who  will  not  fubmit  to  juft 
and  reafonable  terms.  This  they  will  certainly  do,  and  by 
fuch  means,  we  may,  in  a  little  time,  get  to  the  end  of 
our  labours, 

I  (hall  difpatch  another  mefTenger  to  you,  when  the  Earl 
of  Strafford  leaves  the  court,  to  inform  you  of  the  nature 
of  his  orders.  I  am,  &c. 

H.  ST.  JOHN. 

I  make  no  doubt  that  the  peace  may  be  made  nearly 
upon  the  plan  brought  by  the  Abbe  Gaultier. 

Articles  propofed  by  her  Maje/Jy,  the  Queen  of  Great  Bri* 
tain,  for  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  between  the  Armies  now 
in  the  Netherlands,  (Page  366.) 

ARTICLE  I.  The  Queen  will  confent  to  a  fufpenfion. 
of  arms  for  two  months,  which  may  be  extended  to  three 
or  four. 

II,  During  this  fufpenfion,  endeavours  {hall  be  made, 
to  conclude  the  treaty  of  general  peace,  at  leaft,  the  arti» 
cle  which  refpedls  the  reunion  of  the  two  monarchies,  fliall 
be  punctually  executed,  that  is  to  fey,  King  Philip  {hall 
in  that  time  renounce,  in  all  due  forms,  for  himfelf  and 
his  descendants,  the  Crown  of  France.  This  renunciation 
fliall  be  accepted  by  the  Moft  Chriflian  King,  and  ratified, 
in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  by  the  States  of  the  king- 
dom of  France.  The  fucceffion  to  the  faid  Crown,  {hall 
be  declared  and  adjudged,  after  the  Dauphin  and  his  de- 
fcendants,  to  the  Duke  of  Berry  and  his  defendants,  and 
fucceilively  to  the  other  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
to  the  abfolute  exclufion  of  King  Philip  and  his. 

The  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans  {nail,  for  themfelves 
and  their  children,  renounce  all  right  to  the  Crown  of  Spain; 
the  States  of  that  kingdom  {hall  accept  and  confent  to  fuch 
renunciation,  in  the  manner  agreed  upon. 

All  parties  above-mentioned  fhall  agree,  by  authentic 
inftruments,  to  acknowledge  the  Prince  who  is  to  be 
named  in  the  future  treaty  of  peace,  as  fucceflbr  to  the 
Crown  of  Spain  after  King  Philip  and  his  defcendants. 

III.  The  French  garrifon  (hall  march  out  of  the  town 
^nd  citadel  of  Dunkirk  and  the  adjacent  forts,  and  the 
Queen's  troops  {hall  enter  them,  on  the  day  the  fufpenfion 
takes  place  j  and  *hat  town  fhall  remain  in  the  Queen's 

hands, 
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hands,  until  the  States-General  confent  to  give  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  an  equivalent  for  the  demolition  cf  that 
place,  with  which  he  may  be  fatisfied.  It  being  well  under- 
ftood  that,  in  this,  cafe,  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  (hull 
be  obliged  to  demolifh  all  the  fortifications  of  that  place, 
to  rill  up  the  harbour,  and  to  ruin  the  fluices,  in  the  man-, 
ner  in  which  the  Queen's  Plenipotentiaries  have  demanded. 
IV.  As ,  the  Queen's  demands  have  no  other  object 
than  to  obtain  a  pledge,  to  (ecure  the  execution  of  the 
article  which  regards  the  reunion  of  the  two  monarchies, 
her  Majefty  does  not  pretend  to  interfere  with,  or  to  moleft, 
the  civil  government  of  the  town  of  Dunkirk;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  (he  directs  me  to  promife,  on  her  part,  that  fhc 
will  give  all  neceflary  orders  that  all  things  may  remain, 
and  be  upon  the  fame  foot  as  they  are  now  ;  that  veflels 
belonging  to  the  King,  or  to  individuals,  (hall  have  the 
liberty  to  enter  and  depart  the  port,  as  often  as  they  (halj 
find  it  convenient,  without  impediment,  upon  any  pretext 
whatever ;  and  that  the  veflels  belonging  to  the  King,  or 
to  private  perfons,  and  all  their  effeds,  {hall  be  in  as  great 
fecurity  at  at  prefent. 

H.  ST.  JOHN 

Whitehall,  June  6,  O.S.  1712. 


From  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.      (Page  385.) 
SIR, 

Marli,  June  zzd,  1712. 

BY  your  meflenger,  I  yefterday  received  the  honour 
of  your  letter  of  the  6th  inft.  O.S.  and  the  memorial, 
containing  the  articles  propofed  by  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  for  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  between  the  armies  now 
in  the  Netherlands. 

I  read  to  the  King  both  the  memorial  and  your  letter, 
and  I  aflure  you,  Sir,  it  requires  all  the  confideration, 
and  ail  the  regard  which  his  Majefty  entertains  for  the 
Queen's  demand,  to  induce  him  to  confent  to  the  article 
about  Dunkirk,  in  the  manner  you  perfift  to  require  it; 
but  there  is  no  refifting  a  Princefs,  who  £>  refolutely  de- 
clares her  fentiments  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  ge- 
neral repofe  of  Europe ;  and  though  you  remark,  with 
great  propriety,  that  there  are  cafes,  in  which  prudence 
requires  of  us  to  obferve  the  moft  fcrupulous  precaution, 

between 
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between  the  neareft  relatives  and  moft  intimate  friend*; 
yet  this  maxim,  fo  wife  and  juft,  gives  way  to  the  fin^ 
cere  wifhes  of  the  King,  to  oblige  a  Princefs,  whom  he 
cannot,  as  yet,  publicly  treat  as  a  friend,  though  he  en- 
tertains towards  her  thofe  fentiments,  which  the  ftri&eft 
friendfhip  infpires,  fuperior  to  the  ties  of  blood.  On  this 
account,  Sir,  the  King  confents  to  withdraw  his  troops 
from  the  town,  citadel,  and  forts  of  Dunkirk,  to  permit  the 
Queen's  forces  to  fucceed  them,  on  the  day  the  fufpenfion 
of  arms  takes  place,  and  to  leave  Dunkirk  in  the  Queen's 
pofieffion,  until  the  States-General  confent  to  give  the 
King  an  equivalent  for  the  demolition  of  that  place,  to  the 
fatisra6tion  of  his  Majefty. 

In  a  word,  he  approves  of  the  reft  of  the  third  article, 
and  of  the  fourth,  in  your  memorial,  which  relate  to  Dun- 
kirk. He  only  directs  me  to  add,  that  the  French  officers, 
jemployed  in  the  care  of  the  magazines,  as  well  for  land 
as  for  fea  fervicc,  {hall  remain  in  the  town,  and  (hall  con- 
tinue in  their  employ,  during  the  ftay  of  the  Engliih  troogs. 
This  claufe  is  a  confequence  of  the  Queen's  promife  to 
leave  every  thing  upon  the  fame  foot  as  it  now  ftands, 
and  to  grant  a  perfect  fecurity  for  the  King's  {hips,  and 
thofe  of  private  perfons,  and  for  their  effects  •,  his  Majefty, 
therefore,  is  confident  that  he  propofes  nothing  new,  by  a 
fmall  extenfion  of.  this  article. 

As  he  is  of  opinion,  that  he  can  give  the  Queen  no 
ftronger  proof  of  his  abfolute  confidence,  his  Adajefty  de- 
clares to  her,  that  the  efFe&s  of  a  negociation,  now  brought 
to  a  happy  conciufion,  would  be  loft,  were  the  claufe  in 
the  fecond  article  infifted  upon,  which  ftates  that  the  re- 
nunciation of  the  King  of  Spain,  for  himfelf  and  his  de- 
fcendants,  to  the  Crown  of  France,  (hall  be  ratified  by  the 
States  of  the  kingdom.  The  States  of  France  do  not  In- 
terfere about  the  fucceffion  to  the  Crown  ;  they  have  nei- 
ther the  power  to  make  laws,  nor  to  repeal  them.  When 
the  Kings  convoke  them,  it  is  expreffed  in  the  fummons, 
that  their  bufmefs  is  to  hear  the  complaints  of  his  good 
and  faithful  fubjects,  and  to  redrefs  exifting  grievances. 

The  example  of  former  times,  has  fhown  that  fuch 
aflemblies  have  always  been  productive  of  troubles  in  the 
kingdom  ;  and  the  laft  meeting  of  the  States,  held  in  1614., 
finifhed  with  a, civil  war.  *  As  he  thinks  he  is  certain  of 
the  Queen's  real  intentions,  his  Majefty  is  perfuaded  that 
her  fole  object  is  to  fecure  the  renunciation,  and  that,  con- 

fequently, 


FOREIGN    LETTERS    AND    PAPERS..  587 

fequently,  it  will  be  fufncient  to  point  out  a  method,  more 
conformable  to  our  cuftoms,  and  which  will  not  be  attcncU 
ed  with  the  inconvenience  of  affembling  the  States,  who, 
not  having  been  convoked  for  nearly  a  century,  are  in 
fome  meafure  abolifhed. 

This  fecurity  w.ll  be,  to  publifh-and  enroll,  in  all  the 
Parliaments  of  the  kingdom,  the  King  of  Spain's  renun- 
ciation, for  himfelf  and  his  dcfcendants,  to  the  Crown, 
of  France.  Edicts  and  declarations,  fan£liqned  by  thefe 
forms,  become  laws  ;  the  French  are  accuftomed  to  this 
practice  ;  it  is  ufed  with  refpect  to  treaties  with  foreign 
powers;  and  the  King's  intention  is,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
withdraw  from  the  regifters  of  the  Parliament,  the  letters- 
patent,  which  the  King  executed  in  favour  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  to  preferve  to  him  his  right  of  birth,  when  he 
left  France  to  repair  to  Madrid.  The  revocation  and 
abolition  of  thefe  letters,  will  be  a  confequence  of,  and  a 
fort  of  confirmation  to  the  renunciation  which  this  Prince 
is  to  execute,  of  his  right  to  the  Crown  of  France,  for  him- 
felf and  his  defcendants. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  only  addition  and  alteration  which 
the  King  wifhed  to  make  in  your  memorial ;  the  former 
confifts  in  the  continuance  of  all  officers  at  Dunkirk,  en- 
trufted  with  the  care  of  the  magazines  for  fea  and  land"ier- 
vice,  and  I  am  certain  it  will  occafion  no  difficulty.  The 
latter  refers  to  the  aflembly  of  the  States ;  pcrrr.it  me  to 
fay,  that  it  would  be  equally  prejudicial  to  the  King's  au- 
thority, to  the  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  to  the  welfare  even 
of  the  general  peace,  which  we  both  have  in  view,  to  accept 
a  propofition  liable  to  a  thoufand  inconveniences,  too  long 
to  be  explained  ;  and  that  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that 
when  the  aflembly  of  the  States  was  required,  the  inutility 
of  fuch  a  precaution,  and  the  mifchiefs  likely  to  happen 
from  it,  were  unknown. 

The  King  fends  to  Marefchal  de  Villars,  a  copy  of  your 
memorial,  and  of  the  anfwer  to  it;  and  as  his  Majefty 
grants  the  fubftance  of  the  Queen's  demands,  he  doubts 
not  the  Duke  of  Ormond  will  execute  the  orders  he  has 
received  in  regard  to  the  fufpenfion.  He  reckons,  alfo, 
that  the  Duke,  declaring  he  has  orders  to  ceafe  to  act 
againft  France,  will  prevent  not  only  the  Englifh,  but 
all  the  foreign  troops  under  his  command,  from  acting ; 
and  that  meafures  will  be  taken,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that 
the  Dutch  will  not  be  able,  as  they  at  prefertt  bouft  they 

{hall, 
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jfhall,  to  take  into  their  pay,  thofe  troops  which  are  now 
paid  by  the  Queen. 

I  hope,  Sir,  that  when  you  receive  the  letter  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  write,  nothing  will  delay  the  departure 
of  the  Earl  of  Straffbrd ;  and  that  you  will  give  him  all 
neceffary  intlru&ions  to  unite  with  the  King's  Plcnipoten- 
tiaries,  fo  that  they  may  jointly  give  the  law  to  thofe^  who 
fhall  reject  juft  and  reafonable  terms  of  peace.  I  am,  &c, 

DE  TORCY. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Tsrcy.     (Page  391.) 

S  I  K, 

Marli,  June    zznd,   171?.. 

BY  my  other  letter,  you  will  fee  how  far  the  King 
carries  his  confidence  in  her  Majefty ;  examine,  I  entreat 
you,  not  as  a  Britifh  Minifter,  but  as  one  of  another 
country,  what  a  conceflion  it  is  for  France  to  give  up 
Dunkirk  to  the  Englifti,  before  the  peace  is  fettled,  and 
without  any  other  aTlurance  than  her  Britannic  Majefty's 
word  ;  the  King  is  convinced  of  its  inviolability,  and  his 
Majefty  gives  a  real  and  evident  proof  that  fuch  is  his 
opinion.  But,  again,  Sir,  permit  me  to  afk  you,  if,  had 
you  been  neither  an  Englishman,  nor  in  the  fituation 
you  hold,  you  would  have  advifed  fuch  a  meafure  ? 

I  hope,  however,  that  peace  will  be  the  confequence 
of  the  King's  determination,  and  a  peace  alike  honourable 
to  the  Queen  and  the  nation.  I  fee  no  other  impediment 
to  it,  than  what  I  am  convinced  you  will  eafily  furmount; 
for  it  is  certain  that  the  aflembling  of  the  States,  at 
piefent  not  cuftomary  in  France,  would  be  of  no  ufe  to 
your  purpofe ;  it  would  only  tend  to  retard  the  peace,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  time  it  would  take  to  call  and 
bold  fuch  kind  of  meetings,  but  alfo  on  account  of  the 
dtfturbances  they  might  produce,  as  the  examples  of  times 
paft,  too  well  inform  us.  It  is  prudent  to  avoid  delay  and 
embarraflments,  when  we  can,  by  (horter  methods,  do  the 
Tame  thing,  and  with  greater  certainty.  Nothing  is  of 
greater  authority  here,  than  the  inrollment  which  the  King 
propofes,  and  efpecially  when  all  the  powers,  interefted 
in  the  treaty  of  peace,  will  be  guarantees  to  the  renun- 
ciations required  by  you,  and  promifed  by  the  King. 

I  expect,  then,  to  hear,  by  the  return  of  the  mefTenger, 
5  that 
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that  the  Queen,  fatisfied  with  what  the  King  will  grant, 
will  be  equally  fo  with  the  method  he  propofes  to  fecure 
the  validity  of  the  renunciations,  and  to  render  them  folemn 
and  effective,  according  to  our  ufages. 

I  have  the  honour  to  fend  you  a  letter  from  his  Majefty, 
and  refer  you  to  the  Abbe  Gaultier,  with  refpecVto  the 
departure  of  the  Chevalier.  I  am,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 

of  a  Letter  in  the  King's  own  Hand  to  the  ^ueen  of 
Great  Britain.     (Page  393.) 

MADAM  AND  SISTER, 

MarH,  June  2 2nd,   1712. 

I  GRANT  that  to  you,  which  I  (hould  never  have 
granted  to  the  importunities  of  any  one,  but  I  am  happy* 
to  furnifh  you  with  new  methods  to  forward  the  work  of 
peace  ;  and  I  defire,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fliow  to  the  world, 
the  entire  confidence  I  place  in  you.  I  can  give  you 
no  clearer  proof  of  it,  than  to  commit  the  care  of  my 
town,  citadel,  and'  forts  of  Dunkirk  to  you,  during  the 
fufpenfion  of  arms. 

i  nope  this  mark  of  my  efteem  and  friendship  for  you, 
added  to  the  renunciation  of  the  King  of  Spain,  for  him- 
(elf  and  his  descendants,  of  all  his  rights  to  my  Crown, 
will  complete  that  perfect  union,  which  it  is  my  wifli  al-^ 
ways  to  fupport  with  you,  being  very  truly, 

Madam  and  Sifter,  your  irood  Brother, 

Lours. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Tony.     (Page  394.) 

SIR, 

Marli,  June  27th,   17 1*2. 

AT  the  time  1  difpatched  the  meflenger,  who  will  have 
given  you  my  letter  of  the  22d  inft.  another  meflenger  was 
fent  off  to  the  Marefchal  de  Villars,  to  carry  to  him,  as 
I  mentioned  to  you,  the  copy  of  the  memorial,  and  of  ihe 
anfwers  I  gave  you  by  the  King's  order. 

The  Marefchal  having  communicated  them  to  the  Duke 
of  Ormond,  that  General  replied,  the  25th  inft.  that  he 
was  on  the  point  of  going  to  Prince  Eugene,  and  the 
Deputies  of  the  States-Genera],  being  obliged  throughout 

to 
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to  keep  terms  with  them  ;  that  he  would  endeavour  t& 
prevail  upon  them  to  tiefift  from  the  enterprife  upon 
Quefnoy,  and  that  he  would  declare  to  them,  in  cafe  of 
rcfufal,  that  he  {hould  be  obliged  to  withdraw  the  army  of 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain.  The  Duke  of  Ormond 
added,  that  on  the  following  day,  he  (hould  fend  a  de- 
tachment to  take  poflel'iion  of  Dunkirk,  and  that  the  fuf- 
penfion fhould  take  place  in  conformity  with  the  third  ar- 
ticle of  your  memorial.  He  required  a  formal  order  to 
the  Governor ;  and  concluded  witH  a  promife  to  make 
known  the  final  refolves  of  Prince  Eugene,  and  the 
Deputies  of  the  State's-General,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  be 
acquainted  with  them. 

The  King's  orders  had  been  fent  to  admit  the  Eng- 
iifh  troops  into  Dunkirk,  when  his  Majefty  received, 
from  -Viarefchal  de  Viilars,  the  copy  of  a  fecond  letter 
from  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  dated  as  the  firft,  the  25th. 
He  writes,  that  he  was  returned  from^  a  conference  with 
Prince  Eugene,  and  the  Deputies  of  the  States- General ; 
but  that  thefe  gentlemen  did  not  relifh  the  propofals  he 
had  made  to  them ;  that  he  had  fome  reafon  to  fear  that  the 
Generals  of  die  auxiliary  forces  in  the  army  of  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain,  though  paid  by  her  Maiefry,  will  make 
jbme  difficulty  in ,  leaving  Prince  Eugene's  army,  with- 
out par.icular  orders  from  their  mafters,  and  notwith- 
(landing  fo  material  a  difference  in  the  principal  article  of 
your  memorial,  the  Duke  of  Ormond  ft  ill  pertifts  to  re- 
quire the  furrender  of  Dunkirk  to  the  General,  difpatched 
by  him  to  take  poifeffion  of  it. 

As  foon  as  the  King  faw  this  letter,  his  Majefty  order- 
ed me  to  fend  off  a  rnelienger  to  you,  and  to  recall  to  your 
mind  only  the  title  of  the  laft  memorial  fent  to  me ;  it 
ftates  that  the  articles  it  contains,  are  propofed  by  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain,  for  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  be- 
tween the  armies  now  in  the  Netherlands,  that  upon  a 
profpect  of  fcch  a  fufpenfion,  her  Majefty  demands  the 
cuftody  of  a  place  as  important  as  that  of  Dunkirk,  to  be 
committed  to  her.  Upon  the  fame  condition,  the  King  is 
willing  toentruft  it  to  her  Britannic  Majefty;  the  caufe  of 
the  demand,  and  that  of  the  confent,  is  their  mutiial  wi(h 
that  no  occurrence  between  the  armies,  {hould  difturb 
that  difpofition,  for  the  conclufion  of  a  good  peace,  which 
both  parties  have  ftiown.  To  attain  this  objedt,  the  fuf- 
penfion muft  be  general,  and  ifthofe,  who  are  hoftile  to 
i  the 
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the  peace,  have  the  power,  the  means,  and  the  liberty  of 
a&ing,  the  condition  upon  which  the  King  gives  up  Dun-' 
kirk  to  the  Queen  of  England,  is  not  fulfilled  on  the  part 
of  her  Britannic  Majefty. 

Should  you   reply,  Sir,  that  (he  is  not  miftrefs  of  the 
will  of  her  allies,  I  will  agree  with  you,  that  we  fee  too 
much  of  their  ingratitude  towards  her,   and  the  little  re- 
gard they  pay  to  her  opinions;  and  on  this  account  the 
King  does  not  pretend  that  flie  fhould  guarantee  the  refo-« 
lutions,  either  of  Prince  Eugene  or  of  the  States-General  : 
but  his  Majefty  has  always  had  ground  to  believe  that  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain  could  difpofe  at  leaft  of  the  troops 
which  compofc  her  army,  and  had  this  opinion  been  capa- 
ble of  the  leaft  uncertainty,  the  Duke  of  Ormond  fhould 
have  removed  all  doubts,  by  promifmg,  as  he  does  in  his 
firft  letter,  to  declare,  that  in  cafe  of  refufal,  he  fhould  be 
obliged  to  withdraw,  with  the  army  of  the  Queen  his 
mirtrefs.     This  army,  according  to  the  accounts  which 
the  Dutch  have  printed,  and   figned  by  you,  Sir,  confifts 
of  65  battalions,  and  94  fquadrons.     The  King,  there- 
fore, has  reafon  to  believe,  that  all  thefe  forces  will  abfo- 
.lutely  obey  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  orders. 

His  Majefty  might  infill  that  the  condition  of  giving  up 
Dunkirk  to  the  Englifti  troops,  is  attached  to  that  of  a 
general  fufpenfion  between  all  the  armies  of  the  Nether- 
lands. But  he  will  extend  his  confideration  for  the  Queen 
of  Great  Britain,  fo  far  as  to  be  fatisfied,  if  the  troops, 
which,  according  to  your  own  ftatement,  compofe  the 
army  of  that  Princefs,  obey  her  Majefty's  orders  as  punc- 
tually as  the  national  troops  of  England,  and  all  unani- 
moufly  oBferve  the  fufpenfion. 

If  the  Duke  of  Ormond  confines  the  army  he0 com- 
mands to  the  Englifii  troops  only,  in  that  cafe,  Sir,  I  really 
believe  that  Prince  Eugene,  paying  lefs  attention  to  the 
valour,  than  to  the  number  of  the  battalions,  would  com- 
fort himfelf  for  the  feparation  of  the  Britifti  army,  and  re- 
maining fole  Commander  of  a  large  body  of  troops,  would 
hazard  every  thing  to  come  to  an  action  ;  for  the  facrifice 
of  men  whom  he  does  not  pay,  and  who  would  only 
ferve  under  him  for  the  remainder  of  the  campaign,  would 
be  of  fmall  importance  to  him. 

Confider,  if  you  pleaff,  the  confequence  we  muft  ex- 
peel;  from  this,  with  regard  to  the  peace,  and  judge  if  it 
agrees  with  all  the  Queen's  proceedings  hitherto,  to  -for- 

wai  d 
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ward  it.  The  King  is  convinced  that  her  Majefty,  with- 
out  lofs  of  time,  will  fend  very  clear  and  pofitive  orders 
to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  to  withdraw,  in  general,  all  the 
troops  in  her  Britannic  Majefty's  pay,  and  which  compofe 
the  army  actually  under  his  command  in  Flanders  ;  as  foon 
as  thefe  orders  are  executed,  and  the  Britifh  troops,  with 
thofe  in  Britifh  pay,  fhall  feparate  and  march  away  from 
the  army  of  Prince  Eugene,  the  King  will,  according 
to  his  promife,  order  the  town,  citadel,  and  forts,  of 
Dunkirk,  to  be  given  up  to  the  forces  of  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain,  agreeable  to  the  anfwer  I  made,  by  the 
King's  order,  to  the  third  article  of  your  memorial. 

You  fee,  Sir,  how  valuable  our  time  is,  when  the  fiege 
of  Quefnoy  may  be  productive  of  fome  unlucky  accident; 
for  it  feems  our  adverfaries  mean  to  prefs  it  vigoroufly, 
ever  fince  they  heard  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  declara- 
tion. I  therefore  hope  the  Queen  will  give  all  neceflary 
orders  to  finifh  what  {he  has  fo  aufplcioufly  begun,  and 
that  (be  will  be  convinced,  that  the  plan  for  a  fufpenfion 
of  arms  would  fuffer  a  total  change,  if  it  were  confined 
to  the  national  troops  of  England  only,  after  baring  agreed 
that  it  (hould  be  between  the  armies  in  the  Netherlands. 
I  a:n,  Sic. 

DE  TORCY. 


To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  400.) 

S  IR, 

Whitehall,  June  zoth,   1712. 

ON  the  I4th  inft.  O.S.  la  Vigne  brought  me  your 
difpatches  of  the  22d,  N.S.  and  I  waited  only  for  the  Duke 
of  Ormond's  letters  to  reply  to  you  :  thefe  letters  arrived 
this  morning,  and  at  the  fame  time  your  meffenger  gave  me, 
that  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  the  2;th  inftant. 
The  account  the  Duke  of  Ormond  gives  of  what  has 
pafled,  agrees  entirely  with  yours,  and  I  read  all  thefe 
difpatches  to  the  Queen.  Her  Majefty,  Sir,  orders  me  to 
inform  you,  that  fhe  fees,  with  extreme  concern,  the  ene- 
mies to  the  peace  (till  find  means  to  retard  it,  by  fub- 
je£ting  the  negociation,  which  muft  lead  to  it,  to  addi- 
tional difficulties-  and  new  dangers  ;  but  as  her  Majefty 
has  firmly,  and  unalterably  refolved,  never  to  yield  to  obfta- 
cles  that  may  be  thrown.  in  her  way,  and,  on  the  contrary, 
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to  unite  with  the  King  in  effe&ing  the  reftoration  of  ge- 
neral tranquillity,  flic  entertains  no  doubt  of  our  ability 
to  render  inefficient  the  laft  effort  of  thofe  who  would 
purchafe  their  own  advantage,  or  gratify  their  private  re- 
fentment,  at  the  price  of  lengthening  out  all  the  miferies 
of  the  war.  And  I  believe,  after  you  have  rimmed  read- 
ing my  letter,  you  will  be  convinced  of  this  truth. 

I  have  this  moment,  by  the  Queen's  command,  fpoken 
to  all  the  Minifters,  now  here,  of  the  Princes,  whole  troops 
are  either  in  the  pay  of  her  Majefty  entirely,  or  in  her 
pay  conjointly  with  that  of  the  States.  1  have  told  them, 
in  the  Queen's  name,  that  (he  will  look  upon  the  conduct 
of  their  commanders,  at  this  crifis,  as  a  declaration  of  the 
Princes  their  mafters,  either  for  or  againft  her ;  as  the 
queftion  is,  whether  they  will  purfue  the  plan  which  the 
Queen  has  formed  to  fecure  the  peace,  or  that  which  the 
Emperor  and  the  States-General  have  concerted  to  break 
off  the  treaty  ?  That  her  Majefty  could  not  be  per- 
fuaded,  that  after  reflecting  upon  it,  their  Generals  ftiould 
helitate  a  moment  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond ;  but  I  declared  to  them,  that  in  cafe  they  did  fo,  her 
Majefty  would  no  longer  provide  pay  for  their  troops. 

I  gave  them  to  underftand  that  the  meflenger,  whom  I 
difpatched  this  evening  to  the  army,  will  convey  fuch  letters, 
as  they  may  think  proper  to  write  to  their  General  Officers 
on  that  fubjecl,  and  that  it  was  high?  time  for  their  deci- 
fion  ;  as  the  Duke  of  Ormoad  would,  by  the  fame  con- 
veyance, receive  the  Queen's  orders,  not  only  to  make  the 
fame  declarations,  but,  in  cafe  they  refufe  to  obey  him,  to 
put  thofe  declarations  in  force. 

The  Queen,  Sir,  is  perfuaded  that  fuch  a  proceeding  can 
fcarce  fail  of  its  due  effect ;  but  (lie  orders  me,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  communicate  a  refolution  flic  has  formed,  in  cafe 
fome  of  the  troops  p3rfift  in  remaining  with  the  army  of 
Prince  Eugene :  in  this  cafe,  the  Duke  of  Ormond  will 
withdraw  with  the  Englith  forces,  and  all  fuch  as  may  be 
willing  to  march  with  him,  which  probably  will  not  be 
the  fmalleft  portion,  and  will  declare  that  the  Queen  will 
no  longer  act  againft  France,  nor  pay  thofe  who  do  fo. 
And  that  her  Majefty,  who  hitherto  has  kept  upon  terms 
with  her  allies,  being  driven  by  them  to  fuch  extremities, 
will  think  herfelf  juftified  before  God  and  man,  to  continue 
the  negociation,  either  at  Utrecht,  or  any  where  elfe,  with- 
out giving  herfelf  any  concern,  whether  they  concur  or  not 
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Thus,  Sir,  you  may  depend,  and  I  am  commanded  trt 
promife  you  in  the  Queen's  name,  that  if  the  Moft 
Chriftian  King  places  the  town,  citadel,  and  forts  of 
Dunkirk  into  her  Majefty's  keeping,  though  all  the  fo- 
reign troops,  or  a  part  of  them,  refule  to  obey  the  orders 
of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  to  retire  with  him,  her  Ma- 
jefty will  no  longer  hefitate  to  conclude  her  own  peace; 
leaving  for  the  other  powers,  a  term,  during  which  they 
may  fubmit  to  the  conditions  of  a  plan,  which  the  Queen, 
will  agree  upon  with  his  Moft  Chriftian  Maj-efty.  Thus, 
Sir,  is  the  peace  in  the  King's  hands ;  if  the  whole  army 
of  the  Duke  of  Ormond  confents  to  the  fufpenfion  of 
arms,  the  firft  project  agreed  upon  will  be  effected  ;  if 
this  is  not  the  cafe,  the  Knglith  forces  will  detach  them- 
felves  from  thofe  of  the  allies,  and  the  foreign  troops  will 
have  to  demand  fubfiftance  of  the  States-General,  who,  far 
from  having  it  in  their  power  to  anfwer  any  new  expences, 
are  not  able  to  fupport  thofe  they  have  already  incurred. 
In  a  word,  Great  Britain  withdraws  herfelf  from  the 
theatre  of  war,  leaving  behind  her  only  a  few  powers,  and 
thofe  little  able  to  make  head  againft  France ;  and  the 
peace  between  thefe  kingdoms  may  be  concluded  in  very 
few  weeks.  Thefe  are,  Sir,  the  proportions,  which  the 
Queen  orders  me  to  make  to  you,  and  fhe  judges  that 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  will  find  his  account,  at  leaft 
as  much  in  the  laft  plan,  as  in  the  firft. 

1C  the  King  accepts  them,  it  appears  to  her  MajeP.y 
proper,  for  the  interefts  of  both  nations',  to  fettle,  imme- 
diately, a  general  fufpenfion,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land, 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  to  follow  that  agreed 
upon  in  the  Netherlands. 

1  (hall  wait,  with  impatience,  the  return  of  this  meflen- 
ger  ;  for  1  agree  with  you,  that  in  a  crifis  like  the  prefent, 
every  moment  is  precioi:s.  You  will  pleafe  to  difpatch, 
at  the  fame  time,  an  exprefs  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
that  he  may  know  what  to  depend  upon,  and  how  to  re- 
gulate his  condu6l.  If  you  inform  him,  that  the  King 
has  ordered  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Dunkirk,  to  let 
the  Queen's  forces  enter,  the  Duke  will  immediately  do 
as  I  have  mentioned  ,  and  in  this  cafe,  her  Majefty  will 
•detach  a  few  regiments  from  hence,  to  take  pofleffion  of 
the  place,  by  which  means  we  fh.aH  avoid  many  obftacles 
that  oi  ay  be  thrown  in  our  way,  if.it  were  dogie  by  a  de- 
tachment 
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tathment  from  the  army  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  as  we 
at  firft  intended. 

Since  I  wrote  the  aboVe,  her  Majefty  has  determined 
to  fend  the  Earl  of  StrafFord  direct  to  the  army ;  and  he 
lets  off  to-morrow  evening)  or,  at  the  lateft,  on  Sunday 
morning.  I  am,  &c. 

H.  ST.  JOHN, 

Front  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  467.) 

S  i  R, 

Mnrli,  July  $th,  17  tz. 

1  RECEIVED)  by  La  Vigne>  the  honour  of  your 
letter  of  2oth  June,  O.S.  and  as  you  wait  his  return  with 
impatience,  knowing  how  valuable  our  time  is  at  the  pre- 
fent  crifis,  the  King  orders  me  not  to  lofe  an  inftant  in 
fending  him  back. 

You  will  not  be  fbrry  to  fee  him  again,  for  he  conveys 
his  Majefty's  general  confent  to  the  Queen's  demands,  as 
explained  in  your  laft  letter.  You  ftate^  Sir^  the  orders 
given  to  the  Duke  of  Onnond,  the  declarations  he  is  to 
make,  and  the)  condudt  he  is  to  obferve  in  withdrawing 
with  the  Englifti  forces,  and  all  thofe  who  may  be  will- 
ing to  march  with  him,  provided  the  King  gives  up  the 
town,  citadel,  and  forts  of  Dunkirk  into  the  Queen's 
hands,  although  all  the  foreign  troops  in  her  pay,  or  in  the 
joint-pay  of  her  Majefty  and  the  States-General,  or 
only  a  part  of  thefe  troops,  (hould  feparate  from  the  Eng- 
lifli,  to  remain  under  the  orders  of  Prince  Eugene. 

My  laft  letter  mentioned  the  juft  refcfons  why  the 
King  might  infiit  that  all  the  foreign  forces,  in  Englifti 
pay,  {hould  follow  the  orders  and  motions  of  the  Duke 
of  Ormond,  as  a  condition  neceffary  for  the  execution  of 
th£  promife,  which  the  King  made  to  the  Queen,  to  put 
Dunkirk  into  her  hands ;  but  as  it  appears  by  your  letter, 
that  her  Britannic  Majefty,  in  cafe  of  refnfti  on  the  part 
of  her  allies,  will  no  longer  keep  upon  terms  with  them, 
that  (he  (hall  think  herfelf  juftified,  both  to  God  and  man, 
that  flie  will  no  longer  helitate  to  conclude  her  own  peace, 
leaving  a  term  for  the  other  powers  interefted  in  the  war, 
to  fubmit  to  the  conditions  of  u  plan,  which  (he  will  con- 
cert with  the  King,  that  this  peace  may  be  fettled  in  a  few 
weeks  ;  and,  laft  of  all,  that  Great  Britain,  enjoying  a  glo- 
rious peace,  will  leave  the  weight  of  the  war  to  thofe  powers 

2  who 
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who  ftill  preferve  their  ill-will  to  France,  but  who  will 
then  be  little  able  to  make  head  againft  her.  All  thefe 
reafons,  as  clearly  explained  in  your  letter,  as  they  are 
conformable  to  his  Majefty's  fentiments,  have  determined 
him  to  give  orders  for  the  entrance  of  the  Queen's  forces 
into  Dunkirk. 

The  meflenger,  intrufted  with  the  fame  orders,  fets  off 
to  deliver  them  to  the  Marefchal  de  Villars,  at  the  fame 
time  as  I  difpatch  La  Vigne  ;  and  you  may  reckon  that  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  will  gain  intelligence  of  it  to-morrow, 
6th  inftant. 

I  hope  the  Earl  of  Straffbrd  will  be  then  with  him, 
and  that  the  conclufion  of  a  good  peace,  at  leaft  between 
France  and  Great  Britain,  will  directly  follow  his  arrival 
at  Utrecht.  I  congratulate  with  you  upon  it,  Sir,  and 
I  do  it  with  the  greater  confidence,  as  I  fee,  by  your 
letter,  that  no  more  difficulties  now  remain. 

The  King  much  approves  of  your  proportion,  to  agree 
immediately  to  a  general  celTation  of  hoftilities  between 
the  two  nations,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land.  We  cannot 
too  foon  procure  the  happinefs  of  peace  for  thofe  people> 
who  have,  for  fo  many  years,  fuffered  the  burden  and 
mifery  of  the  war.  It  feems  to  me  that  this  agreement 
fhould  be  figned  at  Utrecht,  and  I  depend  upon  your  fend- 
ing the  Queen's  orders  to  her  Menip°tc'ntiai'ies5  unlefs 
you  think  of  fome  fpeedier  method  of  terminating  this  bu- 
fmefs.  I  am,  dec. 

DE  TORCY. 

To  Monfieur  Marfchakh.     (Page  414.) 

Whitehall,  June  27th,  O.S.   1712. 

SO  much  bufmefs  has  been  created  for  us  of  late,  my 
tlcar  Sir,  that  it  would  be  no  wonder,  if  a  man  of  abilities 
iuperior  to  mine,  (houid  be  under  the  neceffity  to  excufe 
himfelf  to  his  moft  intimate  friends  and  correfpondents,  for 
having  neglected  to  write  to  them.  For  my  own  part,  I 
"depend  fo  much  upon  the  goodnefs  you  have  ever  fliown 
tov/ards  me,  that  I  doubt  not  your  forgivenefs. 

We  are  now  at  the  period  which  t  have  often  foretold 
to  you.  The  Imperial  and  Dutch  Minifters,  in  fpite  of 
all  that  could  be  urged  to  them,  ftill  flattering  themfdves, 
that  they  had  only  to  continue  their  oppoiition  to  the 
Queen,  and  their  intrigues  with  the  party  here,  to  force 

us 
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us  to  an  alteration  of  conduct,  and  to  give  up  to  them  the 
abfolute  power  of  making  war  or  peace  in  their  own  way, 
and  at  our  expence,  have  at  laft  driven  the  Queen  to  ex- 
tremity. She  is  ftill  willing  to  live  with  them  as  -good 
allies  ought  to  do;  but  fhe  is  refolved  to  be  trifled  with 
no  longer.  She  purfues  a  ftraight  courfe  for  peace ; 
thofe  who  concur  with  her  will  be  fure  to  experience  all 
the  fatisfaclion  they  hope  for ;  thofe  who  are  defirous  of 
war,  run  the  hazard  of  bringing  a  load  upon  their 
fhoulders  which  they  are  not  able  to  ftand  under. 

The  great  politicians  in  Holland,  imagined  they  had 
made  a  mafterly  hit,  when  they  found  means  to  perfuade 
our  foreign  troops  to  difobey  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and, 
confequently,  to  prevent  our  taking  pofleffion  of  Dunkirk : 
but  they  are  miftaken  ;  Dunkirk  will  be  in  the  Queen's 
hands,  the  troops  that  difobeyed  our  orders  will  no  longer 
receive  our  pay,  and  the  States-General  muft  find  funds 
for  their  fubfiftance.  After  that,  Sir,  I  muft  tell  you,  and 
indeed  by  the  Queen's  command,  that  the  King  may  be 
afTured,  that  fhe  will  fupport  his  intereft,  as  fhe  does  her 
own ;  and  that  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  peace  will 
be  fatisfadlory  to  him ;  in  return,  the  Queen  hopes  his 
Majefty  will  give  peremptory  orders  to  the  Prince  of 
Anhalt,  to  withdraw  from  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Dutch 
General,  in  their  oppofition  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
As  it  is  poffible  the  Duke  of  Savoy  will  follow  the  plan  of 
Great  Britain,  it  would  be  proper  that  your  Commander 
in  Italy  fhould  have  fecret  inftructions  to  regulate  his 
conduct  by  that  of  this  Prince,  and  obey  him  generally  in 
everything.  Mr.  Breton  will  addrefs himfelf  to  you  con- 
formable to  what  I  write.  Let  your  difpatches,  if  you 
pleafe,  be  to  the  fame  e"ffe6t,  and  be  affured  the  King  will 
have  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  our  proceeding. 
As  to  affairs  in  the  north,  I  will  fpeak  to  you  in  a  poft  or 
two.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  I  am,  &c. 


QJ\  3 


TRANSLATION 


¥0  Mwfuur  Marfchakh.     (Page  41?.) 

Whitehall,  July  9th,  O.S.  171*. 

I  OWN,  my  dear  Sir,  the  Queen  will  be  greatly  fur- 
prifed  to  find  his  Pruflian  Majefty  can  hope  to  find  his 
account  in  fiding  with  the  powers,  who  pretend  to  un- 
dertake what  they  are  not  in  a  condition  to  perform,  rather 
than  in  continuing  firmly  united  to  a  Princefs,  who  has  it  iif 
her  power  to  accomplilh  her  intentions,  all  of  which  are 
conformable  to  the  views  of  the  King  your  mafter. 

You  know,  Sir,  as  well  as  I,  that  the  difpute  has  never 
been,  whether  we  ftjould  have  a  peace  or  not,  much  lefs 
what  faould  be  the  conditions  upon  which  it  mould  be 
made :  die  only  object  of  the  Imperialifts  and  the  Dutch, 
in  joining  with  the  factious  part  of  her  fubje&s,  has  been 
to  oblige  her  Majefty  to  profecute  a  war,  particularly  bur-, 
denfome  and  unequal  to  Great  Britain,  and  after  that,  to 
enter  upon  a  new  negociation  with  France,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  her  Majefty  might  certainly  have  the  honour  to 
treat  under  their  aufpices,  but  would  have  no  vote  in  their 
councils. 

They  have  purfued  this  excellent  plan,  with  fuch  obfti- 
nacy,  that  a  fchifm  has  been  formed  among  the  allies,  and 
this  great  advantage  has  been  given  to  the  enemy,  rather 
than  confent  to  the  Queen's  conducing  the  negociation, 
or  to  her  fubjedls  gaining  fome  remuneration  by  the  peace, 
for  all  they  have  fuffered  during  the  war.  So  fituated, 
what  could  our  miftrefs  do  ?  She  has  induced  France  to 
make  fuch  overtures,  as  demoriftrate  plain  enough,  that 
if  we  will  treat,  bcna  fide^  all  the  allies  fhall  have  juft  and 
reafonable  fatisfaction  ;  it  is  therefore  folely  dependent  upon 
them  to  renew  the  conferences  at  Utrecht  upon  this  plan,  to 
keep  themfelves  clofely  unitfd  with  the  Queen,  who  cer- 
tainly has  not  lefs  influence  when  fhe  has  Dunkirk  in  her 
pofleflion. 

In  regard  to  the  inrereft  of  the  King  your  mafter,  I  have 
the  Queen's  commands  to  fay,  and  Mr.  Breton  will  repeat 
the  fame  aflurances  to  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  that  the  Ple- 
nipotentiaries of  Great  Britain  will  fecond  you  in  all  your 
demands ;  and  as  the  Minjfters  of  France  have  aflerted  that 
they  only  waited  for  her  Majcfty's  folemn  declaration  for 
the  attainment  of  your  wifhes,  you  fljould  confider  them 
as  already  obtained. 
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111  God's  name,  Sir,  endeavour  to  draw  together  with  us. 
If  the  King  fides  with  her  Mnjefty,  unanimity  will  be  im» 
mediately  rellored  among  the  allies,  as  the  inflexible  tem- 
per of  the  States  was  the  only  caufe  of  the  ditagreemcnt, 
But  no  one  can  anfwer  for  the  coniequences  of  the  King's 
declaring  againft  her  Majcfty's  meafures.  The  campaign, 
you  will  tell  me,  may  be  carried  on  without  the  Queen's 
afifi (lance ;  in  Flanders,  I  grant  you,  it  may ;  but  think 
a  little  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy,  and  above  all,  reflect 
upon  the  means  of  continuing  another  campaign,  without 
the  annual  contribution  of  (even  millions  from  Great 
Britain. 

The  Kino;  of  France,  though  an  enemy,  has  entrufted 
to  tht  Queen  a  place  of  fuch  importance  as  Dunkirk, 
without  either  agreement  or  treaty.  Shall  it  then  be  faid, 
that  the  King  of  Pruflia  will  not  confide  in  promifes  fo 
frequently  repeated,  and  in  that  good  faith  which  he  ex- 
perienced during  fo  many  years  ?  A  mefTenger  will  carry 
my  difpatches  to  my  friend  Breton,  afllft  him  with  your 
knowledge  upon  the  fubjecl:,  fecond  his  importunities  by 
yours,  and  depend  upon  it,  the  queftion  is  either  to  fecure 
a  good  and  honourable  peace,  or  to  plunge  Europe  into  new 
misfortunes,  probably  worfe  .than  thofe  fhe  has  juft  gone 
through. 

Adieu ;  in  my  hafte  I  write  without  a  cypher,  and  this 
letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  Quepn's  meflenger, 
pn  his  way  to  Berlin,  I  am,  &c, 

TQ  MonfieuT  Marfcbalck,     (Page  424.) 

Whitehall,  July  nth,  O.S. '1711. 

JN  my  laft  letter,  my  dear  Sir,  I  tried  to  induce  you  to 
prevent  thofe  inconveniences  which  1  fore  law  would  occur, 
in  cafe  the  King  your  mailer  fhould  abandon  the  Queen, 
who  only  demands  a  reafonable  peace,  the  foje  objefit  of 
the  war,  to  attach  himfelf  to  thofe  who  wifh  to  play  a  part 
which  they  cannot  fuppoit.  Since  then,  her  Majefty  has 
feen,  with  regret,  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  letters  of  the 
1 7th  inftant,  N.S.  that  the  PruiCan  troops  were  the  fir  ft 
to  leave  the  Britifh  army,  to  follow  Prince  Eugene,  who  has 
not  even  condefcended  to  communicate  to  the  Queen's 
General,  to  what  place  he  directed  his  march,  or  what  de- 
fign  he  had  in  view.  I  fear  the  honours  acquired  by  the 
Prince  of  Anhalt,  at  the  fiege  of  Landrecy,  will  be  no  re- 
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compence  for  the  misfortunes  which  the  common  caufe  will 
fuffer  from  his  improper  proceeding,  by  contributing  to 
offer  her  Majefty  that  grofs  affront  which  I  have  juft  men- 
tioned. Her  Majeft-y  will  make  no  complaints  ;  Mr.  Bre- 
ton has  only  orders  to  fupprefs  the  contents  of  my  laft  let- 
ter, which  was  full  of  the  Queen's  aflurances  to  the  King 
your  mafter.  I  believe  we  (hall  fet  to  work  to  affert  our 
confequence  by  our  arms,  where  friendfhip  and  good-will 
have  proved  ineffectual.  I  fay  nothing  to  you  about  affairs 
in  the  north,  what  occurred  in  Flanders,  within  a  few  days, 
totally  changes  our  fyftem.  But,  as  a  fincere  friend,  I  will 
confide  to  you  my  opinion,  which  is,  that  the  Queen  will, 
in  thofe  parts,  fpealc  through  the  medium  of  her  Admiral. 
You  have  juft  rid  us  of  a  terrible  expence,  which  was  ex- 
tremely oppreflive-  to  us  ;  a  {hare  of  what  we  {hall  fave 
will  be  applied  to  our  navy.  Adieu,  dear  friend. 

From-  the  Marquis  dc  Torcy.     (Page  427.) 
SIR, 

Fontainbleau,  Julv  iqth,   1712. 

BEFORE  you  receive  the  letter,  which  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  write  you  by  the  King's  order,  you  will  have 
been  informed  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  declaration  to 
his  army  of  a  ceflation  of  arms  between  France  and  Great 
Britain,  of  his  march,  and  of  the  refufal  of  the  Comman- 
ders of  the  auxiliary  forces,  whether  in  the  pay  of  the 
Queen  alone,  or  of  her  and  the  States,  to  join  the  Englifh 
troops,  and  to  follow  him. 

I  make  no  doubt  you  have  alfo  received  the  news  of  the 
entry  of  the  Britifh  battalions  into  Dunkirk,  purfuant  to 
the  King's  orders  for  their  reception.  Thus,  Sir,  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Queen  having  accomplifhed  the  .primary 
proceedings  for  the  attainment  of  p.ace,  and  ycur Dallies 
having  clearly  declared  in  their  anfwcrs,  and  confirmed  by 
their  late  conduct,  the  part  they  mer.n  to  take  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  the x  war,  it  only  remains  for  us  to  conclude  a 
peace  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  a  few  weeks, • 
as  you  ftate  in  your  letter  of  the  2oth  of  June. 

The  Duke  of  Ormond  has  already  executed  the  Queen's 
engagement,  by  retiring,  though  with  the  Britiih  forces 
only,  and  declaring  he  {hall  no  longer  a&  againft  France, 
nor  pay  thofe  who  do  not  follow  his  example. 

You  informed  me,    Sir,  that  her  Majefty  feeing  herftlf 

driveri  by  her  allies  to  fuch  extremities,  would  no  longer 

4  hefuate 
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hefitate  to  conclude  her  own  peace,  ftipulating  a  terra 
for  the  other  powers  engaged  in  the  war,  to  fubmit  to 
the  conditions  of  a  plan  which  fhe  would  agree  .upon 
with  the  King.  The  execution  of  that  promife  is  now 
our  bufinefc,  and  it  feems  an  objecl:  of  no  difficulty,  fmce 
all  articles  of  a  peace  with  England  are  fettled,  and  the 
King's  intentions,  in  regard  to  a  general  peace,  are  known 
to,  and,  I  believe,  I  may  fay,  approved  of  by  her  Britannic 
Majefty. 

1  will  fay  nothing,  Sir,  to  awaken  her  refentment  upon 
the  conduct  of  her  allies.  Their  ill-will  and  bad  defigns 
againft  the  Qaeen,,  are  fufficiently  evident ;  inftead  of 
roufmg  the  fpirit  of  war  and  difcord,  I  could  wifh  to  in- 
fpire  thofe  with  the  love  of  peace,  who  are  now  uiing  their 
utmcft  endeavours  to  obftrudt  it.  But  as  nothing  will 
contribute  more  to  the  restoration  of  general  tranquillity, 
in  fpite  of  their  oppofition,  than  to  fix  and  fecure,  in  a 
fubftantial  manner,  what  has  hitherto  been  agreed  upon  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain,  the  King  has  already 
fent  orders  to  his  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht,  to  fettle  an 
immediate  and  general  fufpenfion,  as  well  by  fea  as  by 
land,  and  to  fign  it  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great 
Britain. 

His  Majefty  judges  it  proper  to  follow  the  tenour  of  the 
treaty  of  Ryfwick,  in  afcertaining  the  terms  of  the  fufpen- 
fion by  fea  ;  confequently  veflels,  merchandife,  and  effects, 
taken  in  the  Channel,  and  in  the  North  Seas,  after  twelve 
days,  to  be  computed  from  the  figning  and  publication  of 
the  fufpenfion,  fhall  be  on  both  fides  reciprocally  reftored. 
For  prizes  taken  from  the  Channel,  the  feas  furrounding 
the  Britifh  Ifles  and  the  North  Seas,  to  Cape  St.  Vin- 
cent, the  term  fhall  be  fix  weeks.  From  and  beyond  that 
Cape  to  the  Line,  whether  in  the  Atlantic,  or  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, ten  weeks.  Finally,  beyond  the  Line,  and  in 
all  other  parts  of  the  world,  without  exception  or  farther 
diftindliori  of  time  or  place,  fix  months. 

While  the  fufpenfion  by  fea  is  regulating  and  figning,  we 
might,  Sir,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  French  and  the 
Engliih,  give  paflports  for  the  fecurity  of  trade  ;  I  need 
not  point  out  to  you  the  advantage  England  will  gain, 
both  from  thefe  paflports  and  the  fufpenfion  ;  I  will  only 
fay,  that  the  King  does  not  regret  that  the  Englifh  fhould 
enjoy  a  'freedom  of  commerce  undifturbed  by  any  enemy 
whatever,  while  his  own  fubjects  do  not  poifefs  the  fame 

advantage, 
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advantage,  as  they  muft  guard  againft  the  Dutch  priva- 
teers, in  cafe  the  fufpenfion  is  not  general. 
.  Although  there  be  grounds  to  judge,  from  the  condu^ 
obferved  by  the  States-General,  that  they  will  defer  their 
fubmiffion  as  long  as  they  can,  yet  the  King  has  ordered 
and  authorifed  his  Plenipotentiaries  to  agree  with  them, 
in  concert  with  the  Queen's  Minifters,  for  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms  by  fea  arid  land.  In  a  word,  they  are  empowered  to 
agree  for  a  fufpenfion  with  all  your  allies,  not  only  in  the 
name  of  the  King,  but  alfo  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Spain. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  obferve,  that  while  the  fufpsnfion  is 
in  force,  whether  it  be  partial  or  general,  it  fhould  not 
.allow  the  tranfport  of  troops,  ammunition,  or  provifions, 
to  Portugal,  Catalonia,  or  to  any  place  where  the  war  is  at 
prefent  going  on.  I  confider  this  reflection  as  ufelefs,  but 
the  having  made  it  can  do  no  harm. 

The  King  farther  commands  me  to  propofe  that  her 
Majefty,  without  lefs  of  time,  (hould  difpatch  her  orders 
to  Portugal  and  Catalonia,  that  the  fufpenfion  may  be  there 
publimed  and  obferved,  between  the  troops  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, tbofe  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  auxiliaries  of 
France.  You  may  even,  for  greater  fpeed,  order  the  mef- 
fen2;er,  whom  you  fend  off  to  Catalonia,  to  pafs  throush 

T->  v 

r  ranee. 

I  fhall  wait  your  anfwer,  Sir,  with  great  impatience, 
though  I  doubt  not  what  it  may  confift  of,  events  having 
always  fulfilled  what  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  men- 
tion to  me  ;  but  you  fee  how  valuable  time  is,  and  may 
now,  much  eafier  than  ever,  for^fee  the  events  which 
may  occur  in  Flanders,  fince  the  retreat  of  your  forces. 

tt'feems  to  me  neccffary,  at  this  juncture,  to  facilitate 
the  conveyance  of  letters,  to  have  a  more  frequent  com- 
munication of  circumftances,  the  knowledge  of  which  is 
efiential  to  both  nations.  For  this  purpofe  we  may  imme- 
diately reinftate  the  packets  from  Dover  to  Calais,  as  they 
were  before  the  interdiction  of  all  communication.  I  take 
the  liberty  to  tell  you,  that  by  this  meafure,  you  will  de- 
rive another  advantage  for  her  Britannic  Majefty's  fervice. 
The  Englilh  mails,  difpatched  from  Oftend  to  Antwerp, 
pafs  through  the  hands  of  one  Jaupin,  of  whofe  attach- 
ment to  the  government  of  'Holland,  to  Prince  Eugene, 
and,  I  will  add,  to  your  former  Commander-in-chief,  you 
arc  not  ignorant.  You  ought  alfo  to  know  the  ufe  he  made 

of 
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of -his  management  of  the  mails,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
campaign ;  he  propof.-d  to  the  Pod-Matter  of  Rouflelar, 
to  convey  them  from  Oftend  to  Tournay ;  becaufe  Jaupin, 
living  either  in  the  enemy's  army,  or  in  fome  town  in  its 
vicinity,  would  have  a  better  opportunity  to  inform  him- 
felf,  and  to  give  an  account  to  Prince  Eugene,  of  the 
orders  you  fent  to  the  Duke  of  Ormor.d.  If  you  think 
it  necenary  to  deprive  him  of  all  means  of  information,  we 
may,  after  the  packets  are  re-eftablimed,  fettle  a  method  of 
conveying  the  mails  from  Calais  to  Lifle,  by  the  way  of 
Dunkirk  and  Tpres. 

I  expe£  every  day  La  Vigne's  return,  and  am,  &c. 

DE  TORCT* 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  434.) 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  July  mh,  1712. 

ON  Thurfday  the  10th  of  this  month,  O.S.  we  re- 
ceived the  news  of  the  entry  of  the  Queen's  forces 
into  Dunkirk,  and  the  fame  day  an  officer  arrived  from 
the  army,  with  letters  from  the  Duke  of  Ormond  of  the 
I  yth  inftant.  The  Queen  then  found  herfelf  empowered 
to  difpatch  her  ultimate  commands  to  the  Plenipotentiaries, 
not  to  lofe  a  moment  in  concluding  the  agreement  for 
a  general  fufpenfion  of  arms,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land, 
with  the  Minifters  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and 
even  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 
The  Council  fat  yefterday,  and  rimmed  thefe  inftruc- 
tions,  when  the  Abbe  Gaultier  gave  rne  the  letter  you  did 
me  the  honour  to  write  the  igth  inft.  N.S.  from  which  I 
learn,  with  great  pleafure,  that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty's  fentiments,  and  the  orders  he  has  given,  are  con- 
formable to  thofe  which  the  Queen  has  thought  proper  to 
give  me  in  charge.  You  there  repeat  what  I  did  myfelf 
the  honour  to  write  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  ult. 
and  I  dare  warrant  that,  on  this  occafion  as  on  all  others, 
the  refult  will  be  confonant  to  the  promifes  I  made  to  you 
in  the  Queen's  name,  and  by  her  order. 

It  is  very  true,  Sir,  the  conduct  of  her  allies  does  not 
correfpond,  in  any  degree,  with  the  obligations  they  have 
received,  or  with  thole  they  had  reafon  to  expedl  from  the 
Queen;  but,  Sir,  you  agree  intirely  in  opinion  with  us, 
when,  inftead  of  the  fpirit  of  war  and  difcord,  you  wifh  to 

infpire 


604  TRANSLATION    Of 

Jnfpire  thofe  with  a  love  of  peace,  who  are  now  ufing  theif 
utmoft  endeavours  to  obftruft  it. 

There  is  a  kind  of  frenzy  got  abroad  in  the  world,  we 
muft  prevent  ihofe  attacked  with  it  from  doing  us  harm ; 
and  charity  calls  upon  us,  at  the  fame  time,  to  contribute 
to  their  cure.  Let  us  begin  with  the  firft  bufmefs,  and, 
preparatory  to  the  reftoration  of  general  tranquillity,  let  us 
confirm  and  fecure,  upon  a  folid  baiis,  what  has  been 
hitherto  agreed- upon  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 

The  Queen  confents,  Sir,  that  vefTels,  merchandif.', 
and  effects,  taken  in  the  Channel,  and  in  the  North  Seas, 
after  the  term  of  twelve  days,  cornputed  from  th^  fsgning 
and  publication  of  the  fufpenfion,  -(hall  be  on  both  lides, 
reciprocally  rc-ftored.  That  the  term  of  fix  weeks  fhould 
be  for  captures  made  between  the  Channel,  the  Seas  fur- 
rounding  the  Britifh  Ifles,  the  North  Seas,  to  Cape  St.  Vin- 
cent. Ten  weeks  from  and  beyond  that  Cape  to  the  Line, 
whether  in  the  Atlantic  or  the  Mediterranean.  Finally,  the 
term  of  fix  months  beyond  the  Line,  and  in  all  other  parts 
of  the  world,  without  any  other  particular  exception  or  dif- 
tinclion,  either  of  time  or  of  place  ;  and  that,  in  the  in- 
terim, until  the  fufpenfion  by  fea  is  regulated  and  figned, 
paflports  fhould  be  granted  for  the  fecurity  of  trade,  and 
the  mutual  benefit  of  the  two  nations. 

The  Queen  is  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  of  ufe  to 
dor  ten  the  term  of  ten  weeks  in  the  Mediterranean,  par- 
ticularly;  and  the  "Plenipotentiaries  are  inftru&ed  to  pro- 
pofe  the  term  of  fix  weeks,  as  well  for  captures  made  from 
the  Channel,  the  fcas  encircling  the  Britifh  Ifles,  and  the 
North  Seas  to  Cape  St.  Vincent,  as  from  and  beyond  that 
Cape  to  the  Line,  whether  in  the  Atlantic  or  in  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  but  no  difference,  in  this  refpecl:,  fhall  fland  in 
the  way  of  tiie  fufpenfion. 

Your  obfervation.  Sir,  refpe&ing  the  tranfport  of  troops, 
ammunition,  and  provifions,  to  Portugal)  Catalonia,  qr 
to  any  oth,et  place  where  the  war  is  now  carrying  on,  will 
admit  of  no  ciifiicuhy;  the  Queen  agrees  to  it,  and  this 
article  fhall,  on  our  part,  be  performed  with  the  utmoft  ex- 
actnefs.  1  muft  however  tell  you,  that  the  Queen  will 
not  conliuer  it  as  an  infringement  of  this  regulation,  if 
Ihe  fends  troops  or  ammunition  to  Gibraltar,  or  Port 
Mahon,  or  withdraws  the  Pcrtuguefe  forces,  now  ferving 
ill  Catalonia,  to  convey  them  home;  or  tranfports  the 
German  troops,  or  others,  in  the  fervice  of  the  Empe- 
ror, 
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roiyfrom  Spain  to  Italy  ;  or  finally  withdraws  the  Britifh 
forces,  and,  in  general,  every  thing  belonging  to  the  Queen, 
to  remove  them  to  the  Ifland  of  Minorca,  or  even  to  Great 
Britain. 

I  have  juft  mentioned  withdrawing  the  Englifh  troops 
remaining  in  Catalonia  :  the  Queen's  orders  are  already  fent 
for  this  purpofe ;  and  as  her  Majefty  has  refolved  not 
to  contribute  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  the  expences  of  the 
war,  the  fufpenfion  will  execute  itfelf;  and  I  believe,  the 
Emperor's  forces  in  Catalonia  will  think  themfelves  fuf- 
ftciently  fortunate  to  be  at  liberty  to  depart  from  that  coun- 
try, and  to  be  fent  home.  As  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  or  fome 
other  officer,  will  be  directly  fent  to  fuperintend  the  exe- 
cution of  thefe  orders,  it  is  evident,  that  by  directing  hi» 
route  to  be  through  France,  as  v/e  intend  to  do  in  five 
or  fix  days,  we  (hall  fave  much  time. 

The  orders  neceflary  for  the  fuipenfion  of  arms  in  Por- 
tugal have  been  fent  off;  but  as  the  Minifter  now  here  is 
neither  inftru&ed  nor  empowered  to  treat  upon  this  hufi- 
nefs,  we  muft  apply  to  the  King  of  Portugal's  Plenipo- 
tentiaries at  Utrecht. 

Of  all  her  allies,  there  is  no  one  whofe  intereft  her  Ma- 
jefty has  more  at  heart  than  that  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  ; 
and  (he  hopes  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  in  concert  with 
her,  will  neglect  nothing  to  prevail  upon  his  Royal  High- 
nets  to  enter  into  all  our  meafures,  and  to  fecure  him  from 
iniult'On  the  fide  of  the  Imperiulifts,  when  he  has  agreed  to 
our  plans. 

The  difputes  exifting  with  regard  to  this  Prince's  bar- 
rier, are  reduced  to  four  heads  :  the  right  of  garrifoning: 
Monaco,  with  the  abfolute  dominion  over  Monton  and 
Rocabruna,  the  villages  beyond  the  Rhone,  Brian^on,  and 
Fort  Barreau. 

The  Queen  willies  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  would 
{how  fome  compliance  on  thefe  articles,  of  fo  little  impor- 
tance to  fuch  a  power  as  France,  but  of  fo  much  conie- 
quence  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  whofe  dominions,  from  the 
demolition  of  fo  many  fortrefles,  are  more  expofed  than 
ever. . 

It  is  neither  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  nor  of  France, 
that  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  fhould  be  given  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  ;  his  Royal  Highnefs  is  the  Prince  whom  her  Ma- 
jefty wiflies  to  fee  in  pofteflion  of  thut  Crown;  fhe  can- 
not give  up  this  demand;  fhe  propofes  it  to  his  Royal 

Highnefs 
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Highnefs  as  a  condition  for  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  on  (he 
fide  of  Italy,  and  fne  acquaints  him,  that  fhe  has  ordered 
me  to  write  to  you  upon  it.  The  mefienger,  in  his  way  to 
Turin,  will  pafs  through  France,  fo  that  any  proportion 
which  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  may  wifh  to  make  to  his* 
Royal  Highnefs,  may  accompany  thofe  of  the  Queen. 

On  the  fubjedr,  of  the  fufpenfion,  nothing  more  remains 
for  me  to  fay  to  you,  than  that  the  moment  it  is  publifhed 
in  Spain,  the  Queen  demands  that  the  blockade  of  Gib- 
raltar fhall  be  raifed,  and  that  the  garrifon  and  merchants 
there  fhall  have  free  liberty  to  live  and  trade  with  the  Spa- 
niards. 

The  packets  between  Dover  and  Calais  fhall  be  directly 
eftablifhed.  I  think  they  may  begin  to  go  next  week.  You 
will  pleafe  to  drfpatch  the  neceflary  orders  and  paflports. 

I  am  well  informed  of  Jaupin's  character,  and  will  not 
fail  to  unite  with  you  in  meafures  to  prevent  our  letters 
paffing  through  his  hands.  In  future,  thofe  to  the  Duke 
of  Ormond  muft  be  fubjeft  to  no  rifque,  as  that  Gene- 
ral will  probably  determine  to  withdraw  towards  Dun- 
kirk ;  in  that  fituation  he  will  want  neither  Hollanders  nor 
Brabanters ;  while  he  remains  there,  we  (hall  fupply  the 
forces  with  every  neceflary  from  hence,  and  when  her 
Majefty  thinks  proper  to  recall  them  home,  it  may  be  done 
with  more  convenience  from  Dunkirk  than  from  any  other 
place. 

The  Duke  of  Ormond  is  directed  to  concert  his  march 
with  the  Marefchal  Villars,  and  to  afTure  him  (as  I  am 
alfo  ordered  to  promife  you,  Sir)  that  his  troops  will  regu- 
larly pay  for  every  thing  that  may  be  provided  for  them  by 
the  fubjects  of  France,  and  that  every  poffible  fatisfadtion 
fhall  be  given,  if  by  any  accident,  the  flighteft  injury 
fhould  be  uiftained. 

When  I  was  upon  the  fubjecfc  of  the  fufpenfion  of 
arms,  I  forgot  to  fay,  the  Queen  will  confent  to  extend  or 
prolong  it^  in  the  manner  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  fhaM 
judge  proper;  but  fhe  hopes,  and  indeed  fhe  entertains  no 
doubt,  that  the  King  will  fully  execute  the  artiticle  which 
refpecis  the  union  of  the  two  monarchies,  if  poflible,  during 
the  term  of  two  months.  The  Queen  could  wifh  to  know 
what  meafures  have  been  taken  on  this  fubjecl: ;  you  will 
have  the  goodnefs  to  inform  me  of  them,  and  to  believe 
that  I  am?  &c. 

BOLINGBROKE. 
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From  the  Marquis  de  Tony.     (Page  442.) 

Fono.inbleavi,  July  a6;h,   1712. 

THE  news  from  Flanders  will  inform  you,  Sir,  that  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain  begins  to  be  avenged  for  the  little 
regard  paid  by  her  allies  to  her  wife  counfels,  and  for  the  re- 
lulal  of   the  mercenaries  to  march  with  the  Duke  of  Or- 
niond.    It  were  ufelefs  to  fend  you  the  particulars  of  the  at- 
tack on  the  camp  at  Denain,  on  the  24th  inftant,  where 
.the  Earl  of  Albemarle  was  driven  in,  taken,  and  his  troops 
entirely  defeated  by  the  Marefchal  de  Villars  ;  you  will  be 
acquainted  with  the  circumftances  before  my  letter  can  reach, 
you,  fo  that  I  fhall  only  have  the  honour  to  fay,  that  the 
King  thinks  the  advantage  gained  by  his  forces  will  be  the 
jnore  agreeable  to  her  Majefty,  inafmuch  as  they  afford  addi- 
tional means  to  conquer  the  obftinacy  of  the  enemies  to  the 
peace  ;  according  to  our  laft  letters  from  Holland,  their  ill- 
will  was  ftronger  than  ever.     I  hope  her  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty will  completely  bring  them  to  their  fenfes,  by  clofing 
immediately  with  the  King  upon  the  ultimate  meafures  to 
finifh  the  bufinefs  now  fo  far  advanced.     She  has  the  means 
in   her   own  power,  if  (he  will  make  ufe  of  Ghent  and 
Bruges,  which  her  troops  occupy,  and  particularly  the  firil ; 
for,  in  the  prcfent  crifis,  he  who  is  matter  of  that  city,  caa 
difconcert  all  the  plans  of  the  adverfe  Generals,  and  give 
the  law  to  Holland. 

The  Queen  can  alfo  prevent  the  execution  cf  any  project 
which  Count  Staremberg  may  intend  on  the  fide  of  Catalo- 
nia, as  the  Britjfa  troops  are  in  pofiefiion  of  T,err?,gon.  J 
'imagine.  Sir,  your  Comrrjanderrin-chief  there  has  orders 
to  retain  that  town  without  givjng  it  vp  tp  the  Germans, 
and  that  nothing  will  occur  to  difpoflefs  her  Majefty  of  if, 
until  the  peace  is  concluded  and  ratified. 

I  wait  your  anfwer  to  the  letter  J  had  the  honour  to  write 
to  you,  the  iQth  inftant,  refpecling  the  fufpenfion  by  fea 
and  land,  to  be  entered  in}.o  immediately,  between  France 
and  England, 

The  King  has  been  lately  informed,  that  fome  (hips  of 
the  fquadron  under  Admiral  Jennings,  were  actually  em- 
ployed in  the  tranfport  of  the  troops  and  horfes  which  the 
Archduke  .is  conveying  from  the  coaft  of  Genoa  to  Cata- 
lonia. His  Majefty  is  fully  perftiaded  that,  in  the  prefent 
pofture  ef  affairs,  fuch  proceedings  arc  abfolutely  contrary 
5  to 
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to  the  Queen's  intentions,  and  that,  confequently,  her 
Majefty  will  tliink  it  necefTary  to  fend  immediate  orders  to 
Hop  them.  Her  meflenger,  for  this  purpofe,  would  gain 
much  time  by  paffing  through  France,  which  he  (hall  be 
at  free  liberty  to  do,  if  you  are  inclined  to  fend  him  that 
way. 

In  fait,  Sir,  we,are  fo  circumftanced,  that  itfliould  feem 
expedient  to  both  fides  to  forward  the  mutual  advantage 
of  both  nations  ;  the  King,  therefore,  does  not  hefitate  to 
propofe  to  her  Majefty,  to  fend,  by  the  neajeft  route,  pe- 
remptory orders  to  the  Britifh  (hips  appointed  to  cruize  in 
different  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  to  permit  French  {hips 
returning  from  the  Levant,  to  pafs  freely,  many  of  them 
being  laden  with  corn  for  Provence.  I  am,  &c. 

DE  TORCY. 

To  the  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  446.) 

Whitehall,  July  xyth,   1712. 

IN  the  laft  letter  I  had  the  honour  to  write,  I  obferved 
to  you,  Sir,  that  of  all  the  allies,  there  was  no  one  whofe 
intereft  the  Queen  had  more  at  heart,  than  that  of  the  Duke 
of  Savoy,  and  that  (he  hoped  the  King  would,  in  concert 
with  her,  neglect  nothing  to  induce  his  Royal  Highnefs  to 
enter  into  our  meafures,  and  when  entered,  to  protect  him 
from  any  infult  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor. 

In  the  fame  letter  I  acquainted  you,  that  the  differences 
refpecling  that  Prince's  barrier  might  be  reduced  to  four 
points;  and  that  the  Queen  hoped  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty would  manifcft  more  compliance  upon  articles  of  fo 
little  import  to  fuch  a  power  as  France,  but  of  fuch  vaft 
confequence  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  whofe  dominions  are 
more  expofed  than  ever,  on  account  of  the  deftrudtion  of 
fo  many  fortified  places. 

I  added,  that  it  was  neither  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain 
or  of  France,  to  give  away  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  to  the 
Houfeof  Auftria;  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  the  Prince 
upon  whofe  head  the  Queen  wifhed  to  place  the  crown  ; 
that  fhe  could  not  give  up  this  claim  ;  that  fhe  propofed 
it  to  his  Royal  Highnefs, .as  a  condition  for  the  fufpen- 
fton  of  arms  on  the  fide  of  Italy  ;  that  £he  had  given  him 
to  underftand  I  had  written  to  you  upon  it  by  her  orders, 
and  that  the  meflenger  would  pafs  through  France  on  his 
way  to  Turin^  fc  that  fuch  propofitions  as  his  Moft  Chrif- 
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tian  Majefty  might  be  inclined  to  make  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs,  might  accompany  thofe  made  from  hence.  It  is 
upon  this  fubjeft  I  write  to  you  to-day,  by  the  Queen's 
orders. 

It  is  unnecefTary  for  me  to  explain  all  the  reafons,  that 
may  be  urged  to  mow  how  important  it  is  at  this  juncture 
to  have  the  concurrence  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  as  well  in 
the  fufpenfton  of  arms  as  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  both 
which  apparently  will  be  concluded  between  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Spain,  without  the  intervention  of  the  other 
allies.  Thefe  reafons  will  not  efcape  you;  and  her  Majefty 
is  convinced,  that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  will  adopt 
the  refolution  of  fecuring,  without  delay,  a  prince,  whofe 
declaration  would  be  a  mafterly  ftroke,  and  fo  much  the 
more  feafonable,  as  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  not  at  all  an- 
fwered  what  the  Queen  had  a  right  to  eXpeft. 

I  will  fay  no  more  concerning  the  difputes  exifting  about 
thefe  demands  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  which  relate  more  par- 
ticularly to  France. 

That  Prince  will  not  infift  upon  any  thing  that  is 
not  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of  his  dominions ;  and  the 
Queen  does  not  doubt  his  Majefty  will  grant  him  what  are 
fo.  But  there  are  two  articles,  upon  which  he  muft  be 
well  informed,  before  he  determines  his  immediate  choice ; 
and  1  confine  m  \felf  to  the  communication  of  what  her 
Majefty  judges  neceflary  to  eftablifh  his  Royal  High- 
nefs's  right  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  after 
King  Philip  and  his  defcendants,  and  to  fecure  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  poflefTion  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily. 

You  know,  Sir,  the  Queen  agreed  with  the  King  your 
mafter,  that  in  the  treaty  for  peace,  the  Prince  who  was 
to  fucceed  to  the  Spanifh  Crown,  after  Philip  and  his  de- 
fcendants, (hould  be  named  ;  and  that  all  parties  to  the  ar- 
ticles for  the  iufpenfion  of  arms,  fliould,  by  authentic  in- 
ftruments,  acknowledge  that  Prince  as  fucceflbr  to  that 
crown  :  then,  Sir,  the  Queen  propofes  that  his  Moft  Chrif- 
ftian  Majefty  do  diredlly  declare  his  acknowledgment 
of  the  Duke  of  Savoy's  right  of  fucceflion  to  Spain  and 
the  Indies,  after  King  Philip  and  his  defcendants ;  that  he 
do  promife,  that  King  Philip  and  the  States  of  Spain  fhall 
acknowledge  him  alfo  ;  that  the  Princes  of  France,  efpe- 
cially  the  Dukes  of  Berry  and  Orleans,  (hall  approve  of, 
ratify,  and  confirm  every  thing  that  (hall  be  done  for  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  faid  right  of  fucceflion  :  that  his 
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Mod  Chriftian  Majefty  do  alfo  promife  to  his  Royal  Higfr- 
riefs,  as  well  for  himfelf  as  for  King  Philip,  the  execution 
of  every  thing  that  may  be  deemed  nec.flary  to  fecure  to 
his  faid  Royal  f 'ighnefs,  and  his  faid  family,  the  fucceflion, 
to  the  Crown  of  ^pain  and  the  Indies,  after  the  faid  King 
Philip  and  his  defcendants  ;  and  particularly,  that  he  do  en- 
gage, that  King  Philip  (hall,  voluntarily,  and  by  his  royal 
authority,  abfolve  his  fubjects  from  all  oaths  to  the  con- 
trary, and  for  that  purpofe,  fhall  revoke  iiiid  annull  them,, 
as  alfo  all  declarations  whatever,  made  in  favour  of  any 
Prince  of  his  blood. 

The  moft  proper  time  for  the  executon  of  the  above, 
appears  to  be  that  appointed  for  the  fettling  of  every  thing 
relative  to  the  article  concerning  the  reunion  of  the  two 
monarchies. 

At  that  time  alfo,  the  ceffion  of  Sicily  and  its  dependen- 
cies, fliould  be  made  by  King  Philip  in  favour  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs ;  and  her  Majefty  propofes  to.  the  Moft  Chrif- 
.tian  King  to  fend  directly  explicit  affurances  to  his  faid 
Royal  Highnefs,  that  fuch  ceffion  will  be  made  by  authority, 
and  in  all  requifite  forms  ;  that  in  the  fame  inftrument 
King  Philip  will  declare,  that  he  holds  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  and  its  dependencies,  for,  and  in  the  name  only  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs,  who  may,  at  all  times,  and  when- 
ever he  pleafes,  take  actual  pofleflion  by  virtue  of  the  faid 
act  of  ceffion.  That  King  Philip  will,  in  the  mean  time, 
abfolve  the  Sicilians  from  their  oath  of  fidelity  to  him,  and 
will  order  them  to  acknowledge  his  faid  Royal  Highnefs  as 
their  lawful  King  and  Sovereign.  That  the  galleys,  and 
other  veflels,  belonging  to  Sicily,  with  their  crews,  be 
given  up  to  his  Royul  Highnefs,  with  that  kingdom,  toge- 
ther with  all  tides,  papers,  and  documents  relating  to  the 
kingdom. 

When  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  has  promifed  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  as  the  Queen  propofes,  the  advantages  and  fecu- 
rities  1  have  juft  mentioned,  there  will  be  no  reafon  to 
Qoubt  that  prince  will  directly  follow  the  example  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  peace  between  the  Queen,  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty,  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  will  be  effected  in  a  very  fhort  time. 

In  this  treaty  claufes  may  be  inferred  to  gua'ranty  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily 
audits  dependencies;  the  right  of  fucceflion  to  the  Crown 
•f  Spain  and  the  Indies  thus  eftablifhed  j  and  the  poflelfion 

of 
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of  all  that  has  been,  or  ought  to  be  ceded,  by  virtue  of 
the  treaty  of  Turin,  between  the  late  Emperor  Leopold 
and  the  faid  Duke  of  Savoy,  November  8th,  1703. 

I  ought  to  defire  you  to  fend  your  difpatches  to  Turin 
by  the  Queen's  meflenger,  rather  than  by  one  of  your's, 
it  will  at  prefent  give  lefs  umbrage ;  in  future  it  will  be  eafy 
to  adopt  fuch  meafures  with  his  Royal  Highnefs  as  may 
warrant  you  to  fend  a  perfon  of  truft,  who  may  be  furnifhed 
with  powers  to  treat  and  conclude  with  him. 

Whitehall,  July  i8th,  1712. 

I  WAS  going  to  difpatch  this  meffenger,  when  I  re- 
ceived the  honour  of  your  letter,  of  the  26th  inftant,  N.S. 
which  1  read  to  her  Majefty. 

The  Queen  cannot  but  be  greatly  affected  that  the  fhed- 
ding  of  blood,  and  the  miferies  of  war,  fhould  ftill  con- 
tinue, at  a  time  when  it  depends  upon  her  allies  to  reftorc 
the  repofe  of  Europe;  fhe  hopes  the  advantage  gained  by 
his  Majefty 's  forces  will  contribute  to  conquer  an  obftinacyx 
unexampled,  and  I  have  orders,  Sir,  to  aflTure  you,  that* 
her  Majefty  will  neglect  nothing  that  is  juft  and  honour- 
able, to  bring  thefe  enemies  of  peace  to  their  fsnfes.  The 
jnofl :  effectual  means  for  the  purpofe  is  that  upon  which 
this  letter  principally  turns,  that  is,  to  prevail  upon  his 
Royal  Highnefs  to  make  peace  with  France  and  Spain  at 
the  fame  time  as  the  Queen. 

When  I  wrote  you  my  laft,  of  the  iath  inftant,  O.S. 
we  apprehended  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  might  be 
forced  to  retire  towards  Dunkirk.  He  h::s  managed  bet- 
ter ;  and  the  pofleffion  of  Ghent  and  Bruges  will  have  the 
effect  of  making  both  the  Imperialifts  and  Dutch  more 
reafonable.  I  have  already  cautioned  the  Duke  to  be  upon 
his  guard,  arid  to  ftrengthen  the  pofts  he  occupies. 

The  Queen  intends  to  withdraw  all  the  Brituh  forces 
from  Catalonia,  apd  not  to  contribute,  in  the  flighteft  man- 
ner, towards  the  expence  of  the  war,  agreeable  to  what  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  ftate  m  my  preceding  letter.  With 
this  view,  the  Duke  of  Argyle's  inftructions  are  drawn, 
and  he  fets  off  in  a  few  days  .to  fuperintend  the  execution 
of  fuch  orders  as  her  Majefty  has  thought  proper  to  give, 
to  conclude  the  war  in  Spain  ;  the  Duke  goes  by  w.iy 
of  France,  and  we  do  not  think  it  neceifary  to  wait  for  a 
paflport  for  him.  When  at  Paris,  he  will  confult  Vith  you 
what  ufe  is  to  be  made  of  the  pofleffion  of  Terragon.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  Queen's  orders  are  fent  to  Lieutenant- 
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general  the  Earl  of  Barrymore,  or  to  the  officer,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  commanding  the  Britifh  troops  in  Cata- 
lonia, to  keep  his  forces  united,  and  to  guard  the  town  of 
Terragon,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle^  or  far- 
ther orders. 

The  Queen  feizes,  with  the  utmoft  fatisfaclion,  the  op- 
portunity which  now  prefents  itfelf  of  pleafmg  his  Majefty ; 
and  accordingly,  pofitive  orders  are  fent  to  Admiral  Jen- 
nings, to  fuffer  French  veflels  to  pafs  free  upon  their  return 
from  the  Levant.  You  are  right  in  the  fuppofition,  that 
the  Admiral  could  have  ho  orders  to  refufe  a  convoy  to  the 
troops  which  the  Emperor  might  fend  from  Genoa  to 
Catalonia ;  but  the  Admiral,  and  the  Queen's  Envoy  at 
Genoa,  have,  for  foroe  time,  had  pofitive  orders  not  to  hire 
a  veflel,  or  to  contribute,  in  any  fhape,  to  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  the  troops.  They  will,  without  lofs  of  time,  have 
farther  inftructions  for  their  conduct,*  until  the  arrival  of 
the  Duke  of  Argyle  finifhes  the  war  in  Spain. 

By  your  meffenger,  who  will  be  difpatched  on  Monday 
at  fartheft,  I  will  fend  you  fifty  blank  paffports,  and  con- 
tinue to  fend  you  as  many  by  every  meffenger  from  hence  •? 
you  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  do  the  fame,  according1 
to  your  propofal,  in  your  letter  of  the  I3th  inft.  N.S.  and 
to  which  the  Queen  gave  her  content,  per  mine,  of  the 
12th  inRant. 

As  the  meiTenger  entrufted  with  this  difpatch,  has  alfo 
that  for  Turin,  as  aWb  her  Majefty's  orders  above-men- 
tioned, to  Admiral  Jennings,  and  the  Commander-in-chief 
of  the  Britifh  forces  in  Catalonia,  I  muft,  Sir,  beg  of 
you  to  give  fuch  directions  as  may  accelerate  his  journey 
as  much  as  poffible.  I  am,  &c. 

B. 

From  the  Marquis  de  Tony.     (Page  459.) 

SIR, 

Fontainbleau,  JuIyzSth,  1712. 

THE  letters  you  have  -done  me  the  honour  to  write 
1 2th.. ..23d  inftant,  are  an  exact  confirmation  of  your 
former  communications  by  the  Queen's  order,  and  the 
King  is  perfuaded,  that  the  inftructions  fent  by  you  to  the 
Pritifh  Plenipotentiaries  will  have  their  due  effect,  both  as 
t*  a  genera]  fufpeuiloii  by  fea  and  land,  and  as  to  the  imme- 
diate 


FOREIGN   LETTERS   AND    PAPERS. 

diate  -conclufion  of  a  feparate  peace  between  France  and 
Great  Britain. 

T  here  is  no  other  motive  more  powerful  to  infpire  your 
allies  with  the  love  of  peace ;  when  the  firft  guft  of 
paffion  is  over,  we  generally  reflect  more  ferioufly  upon 
confequences,  and  thofe  who  ftill  oppofe  the  re-eftaWifli- 
ment  of  the  public  repofe,  have  now  many  reafons  to  wi(h 
they  were  cured  of  their  frenzy. 

But  until  correction  attains  its  proper  effect,  it  is  very 
expedient  to  confirm  and  fubftantiate,  in  the  folid  manner 
you  propofe,  what  has  been  hitherto  done  to  obtain  a  peace 
between  France  and  Great  Britain.  And  as  the  general 
fufpenfion  by  fea  and  land  is  the  firft  ftep,  the  King  con- 
fents  to  all  the  articles  detailed  in  your  letter. 

His  Majefty  alfo  approves  of  the  alterations  propofed 
by  the  Queen  in  fome  of  the  conditions  fpecified  in  the 
letter  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  the  igth  inftant,  and, 
jn  general  all  your  obfervations  on  the  fame  ful>je£r..  Thus, 
Sir,  the  term  of  ten  weeks  for  captures  made  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, is  reduced  to  fix  weeks ;  and  the  term  of  tea 
weeks  will  comprehend  captures  made  as  well  from  the 
Channel,  the  feas  furrounding  the  Britim  Ifles,  and  the 
North  Seas  to  Cape  St.  Vincent,  as  from  and  beyond  that 
Cape  to  the  Line,  whether  it  be  in  the  ocean  or  the  Me-, 
diterranean. 

You  are  right  in  your  judgment,  that  the  King  never 
pretended  that  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  mould  be  der- 
barred  fending  forces  and  ammunition  to  Gibraltar  and  Port 
Mahon ;  fhe  will  certainly  pleafe  the  Portuguefe  and 
Germans  by  her  afliftance  to  remove  them  from  Cata- 
lonia ;  but  the  King  confents  to  her  doing  this  office  of 
kindnefs  to  her  allies,  who  otherwife  fcarce  deferve  her 
charity. 

Much  time  will  be  faved,  and  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  or 
another  officer,  fent  to  Spain  to  execute  the  Queen's  orders, 
will  have  a  commodious  journey,  by  parting  through 
France  :  I  hope  for  the  honour  of  fc?ing  the  perfon  whom 
Jier  Britannic  Majefty  lends,  and  of  offering  him  all  the  fer- 
yices  in  my  power  for  the  convenience  of  his  journey. 

The  King  difpatches  a  meflenger  to  inform  the  Catholic 
King  of  all  proceedings  with  her  Britannic  Majefty.  You 
may  be  certain  the  blockade  of  Gibraltar  will  tie  raifed, 
and  the  garrifon  and  merchants  there,  will  be  perfectly  at 
jiberty  to  live  and  trade  with  the  Spaniards. 

R  r  3  I  expscl: 
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I  expe&  the  King  will  immediately  receive  the  draft  of 
the  renunciation  to  be  made  by  the  King  of  Spain  to  the 
Crown  of  France  for  himfelt  and  his  defcendants.  You 
know  he  has  declared  in  Council  his  refolution  on  that  fub 
je£t,  and  that  it  was  received  with  great  applaufe.  The 
a&  of  renunciation  will  be  foiemnly  regiftered,  as  I  had 
the  honour  to  inform  you,  in  all  the  Parliaments  of  the 
kingdom. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  King,  and, 
as  you  well  know,  in  concert  with  her  Majefty,  for  the  fifm 
and  effectual  feparation  of  the  monarchies  of  France  and 
Spain,  and  to  prevent  their  ever  being  reunited  in  the  fame 
Prince. 

I  hope  two  months  will  be  fufficient  to  effecl:  the  renun- 
ciation of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  to  regiftcr  it  in  the  par- 
liaments. It  will  require  more  time  to  ailemble  the  Cortes 
of  the  Spanifh  monarchy ;  but  our  principal  and  moft  efTen- 
tial  point  is,  to  procure  the  Catholic  King's  renunciation, 
and  to  regifter  it  in  the  Courts  of  France,  where  it  ought 
to  remain. 

With  regard  to  the  extending  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  I 
hope,  Sir,  it  will  be  umieceffary,  and  that  a  good  peace 
will  precede  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  two  months. 
This  uncertainty,  with  refpect  to  the  re-eitabliihmcnt  of  a 
perfect  good  understanding  between  France  and  England, 
muft  be  removed, as  foon  as  poflible ;  and  we  cannot  too 
foon  come  to  a  definitive  determination  upon  an  affair  whofe 
conclufion  is  &>  much  defired  and  coniidcred  as  of  advan- 
tage to  both  parties. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King  commands  me  to  fend  you 
twenty  paflports,  not  only  for  the  packets,  which  the 
Queen  very  properly  wifhes  to  ellablifh  this  week,  from 
Dover  to  Calais,  but  alfo  for  other  Englifli  vefiels,  to 
whom  you  may  think  proper  to  distribute  them.  I  in- 
treat  you,  Sir,  to  fend  ir.e  alfo  the  fame  number  of  pafl- 
ports from  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  fo  that  both 
French  and  Engliih  may  begin  to  enjoy  the  bleflings  of 
peace,  even  before  it  be  abfolutely  completed. 

Thefe  primary  effects  of  a  good  underftanding  will  per- 
haps open  the  eyes  of  thofe,  who  are  hoftile  to  the  general 
repofe,  and  the  dread  of  the  confluences  of  our  perfect 
correfpondence,  may  make  them  more  docile,  than  all 
the  arguments  hitherto  urged,  in  v?.in,  for  their  conver- 
dorj. 

The 
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The  King  judges,  as  I  have  already  noticed,  that  nothing 
will  be  more  conducive  to  this,  than  a  proper  ufe  of  the 
towns  you  hold  in  the  Netherlands.  Agreeably  to  this,  his 
Majefty  thinks,  that  inftea.l  of  recalling  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond  and  the  forces  under  his  command,  they  fhould  be 
left  in  Flanders  till  the  general  peace. 

The  King's  orders,  containing  the  conditions  of  the 
fufpenfion,  were  fent  to  the  Plenipotentiaries -at  Utrecht, 
the  1 8th  inftant ;  the  meflenger  in  ordinary,  who  had  them 
in  charge  as  far  as  Valenciennes,  though  provided  with  a 
paffport  from  the  enemy,  was  flopped  near  that  city,  by 
fome  huffars  belonging  to  the  army  of  Prince  Eugene; 
the  letters  were  taken  from  him,  and  as  they  were  not  re- 
turned ttvo  days  ago,  this  delay  will  prevent  his  IVJajefty's 
Plenipotentiaries  being  informed  of  his  intentions,  at  the 
time  when  thole  of  the  Queen  will  have  received  the  orders 
you  fent  them.  I  hope  the  meflenger,  whom  the  King 
difpatches  to  them  this  day,  will  be  more  fortunate  in  his 
journey,  and  make  fome  amends  for  the  delay. 

As  foon  as  the  agreement  for  a  general  fufpenfion  by 
fea  and  land  (hall  be  figned,  his  Majefty  will  fend  out 
cutters  to  make  it  public  in  all  the  American  colonies  ; 
and  he  fuprnfcs  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  will  do  the 
fame. 

After  informing  you  of  what  the  King  is  willing  to  do 
to  fatisfy  her  Britannic  Majefty,  I  could  wi(h  to  pals  over 
in  filence  the  article  refpeiSling  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  ftncc 
it  is  as  d'fagreeable  to  refufe  as  to  be  refufed.  "  I  affure 
you,  Sir,  the  Queen  would  not  be  fo  expofed,  had  not  her 
demands,  in  favour  of  that  Prince,  been  directly  adverfp 
to  the  intcreft,  the  juftice,  and  the  honour  of  the  King. 

Were  we  to  give  up  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  what  he  de- 
mands beyond  the  Rhone,  Brian^on,  and  Fort  Barrau,  we 
fhould  lay  open  the  kingdom  to  him,  by  giving  him  the 
keys  of,  and  leave  Dauphiny  to  his  difpofal.  Take  the 
trouble,  Sir,  to  examine  only  the  map  of  the  country,  and 
judge  if  his  Majefty  could,  with  any  fort  of  fccurity  to 
his  provinces,  grant  fuch  pretenflons  ? 

It  would  be  contrary  to  juftice,  to  covenant  concern- 
ing the  poffeilions  of  the  Prince  of  Monaco,  by  giving 
up  thofe  rights  to  Menton  and  Roquebruno,  which  have 
always  belonged  to  him  ;  and  we  fhould  expofe  him  to  the 
refentment,  which  the  Duke  of  Savoy  has  long  harboured 
againft  him,  \>.-re  we,  contrary  to  treaties,  to  withdraw 
R  r  4  the 
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the  French  garrifon  from  Monaco,  to  fuffer  the  Pied- 
montefe  troops  to  enter,  and  thus  give  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
full  feope  for-his  revenge. 

Befides  thefe  confiderations,  we  muft  regard  Monaco  as 
a  fortrefs  which  the  King  ought  to  keep  for  the  fecurity  of 
Provence. 

The  Duke  of  Savoy  knows  too  well  the  importance  of 
thefe  places,  ever  to  hope  that  his  Majefiy  will  cede  them 
to  him  ;  and  1  can  affure  you,  Sir,  that  while  he  reprefents 
them  to  the  Queen  as  of  little  confequence,  he  only  infifts 
upon  having  them  in  hopes  that  Sicily  may  be  given  to 
him  as  a  fort  of  equivalent. 

But  you  know  the  King's  engagements  to  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria,  and  his  Majefty  has  too  good  an  opinion  of  the 
Britifh  Minifters,  to  fuppofe  that  any  one  of  them  would 
urge  him  to  act  contrary  to  his  word  and  his  honour.  He 
judged  that  the  Queen,  knowing  his  intentions  with  regard 
to  Sicily,  had  no  other  view  of  advantage  for  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  than  the  fubftituting  him  and  his  defendants,  after 
the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  defcendants  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  if  in  the  courfe  of  time  they  fhould  unhappily  fail ; 
but  the  King  could  never  perfuade  himfelf,  that  her  Ma- 
jefty's  intention  was,  to  deprive  the  Elector  of*  Bavaria,  not 
only  of  the  Netherlands,  which  the  King  of  Spain  had 
ceded  to  him,  but  alfo  of  the  kingdom  ef  Sicily,  which 
his  Majefiy  confidered  as  a  compenfation  for  thofe  Pro- 
vinces. If  the  Elector  was  forced  to  give  them  up  for  the 
fake  of  the  peacie,  it  is  equally  the  intereft  of  France  and 
England,  that  Sicily  fhould  not  fall  again  into  the  hands 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ;  but  the  King's  honour  is  con- 
cerned to  indemnify  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  on  account  of 
engagements  entered  into  with  that  Prince.  •' 

One  of  two  plans  rr.uit  therefore  be  adopted  :  either 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria  to  obtain  by  the  peace,  the  pro- 
perty and  pofFeffion  of  the  Netherlands,  as  ceded  to  him  by 
th«  King  of  Spain,  together  with  the  reftoration  of  his 
Electorate  y  or-  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  niuft-  be  given  to 
him,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  Netherlands. 

If  the  fi'rft  is  agreed  upon,  the  King  will  then  ftronojy 
urge  the  King  of  Spain  to  give  up  Sicily  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy ;  but  without  this  ftipulation,  his  Majefty  is  engaged 
to  procure  Sicily  for  the  Elector,  as  he  explained  himfelf 
along  time  fi nee  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 

You  may  fay,   Sir,  her  Britanuic  Majt;iy  has  it  not  in 

hif 
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her  power  to  fecure  the  Netherlands  for  the  Ele&or  of  Ba- 
varia; but  you  will  permit  me  to  reply,  that  the  Elector  is 
already  mafter  of  Luxemburg  Namur,  Charleroy,  and 
Nieuport ;  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  is  in  Flanders  with 
a  large  army;  that  it  only  depends  upon  the  Queen's 
having  troops  in  Ghent  and  Bruges,  as  fhe  already  has  in 
Dunkirk ;  and  that  the  Ele&or  of  Bavaria  will  give  his 
free  confent  to  the  garrifoning  thofe  places  with  Englilh 
troops. 

Thus  might  Sicily  be  given  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  but 
it  is  neceflary  to  inform  you,  that  the  uncertainty  as  to  the 
difpofal  of  that  kingdom,  affords  at  prefent  additional  power 
to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  to  excite  an  infurre&ion.  The 
difcontent  is  great  in  that  ifland ;  and  the  Sicilians,  natu- 
rally reftlefs,  may  eafily  be  induced  to  favour  the  Auf- 
trians,  if  we  do  not  fpeedily  fix  upon  the  Prince  to  whom 
this  kingdom  is  to  belong. 

You  will  eafily  fuppofe,  Sir,  that,  things  being  in  this 
ftate,  I  can  write  nothing  to  Turin  by  your  meffenger, 
who  pafles  through  France.  I  (bould  think  other  advan- 
tages might  be  procured  for  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  in  the 
Milanefe,  and  the  obftinacy  of  the  Court  of  Vienna 
might  fupply  the  pretence.  Refledl  upon  this,  if  you 
pleafe,  and  conflder  how  much  the  Queen  has  akeady 
done  for  her  ungrateful  allies ;  that  it  would  be  glorious 
in  her,  to  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of  a  Prince  fo  deferr- 
ing as  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  whofe  gratitude  would 
certainly  be  equal  to  the  benefits  he  would  receive. 

I  afk  your  pardon  for  fo  long  a  letter,  and  am,  Sec. 

DE  TORCY. 
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S  I  R, 

Fonrainbleau,  July  aSth, 
AS  we  cannot  too  foon  finifli  thofe  affairs,  the  comple- 
tion of  which  is  equally  the  wifh  of  both  parties,  the 
King  judges  it  will  accelerate  the  fufpenfion  if  he  fends 
you  the  treaty  ready  drawn  up  and  figned  by  me,  by  his 
Majefty's  order;  if  the  Queen  approves  of  this  expedient, 
(he  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  direct  it  to  be  figned  in  her 
?ame.  I  fhould  then  tranfmit  to  you  the  King's  ratifica- 
tion, fubjoined  to  the  copy  received  from  you,  by  return 
if  the  mefTenger,  npw  fent  off,  and  thvs  we  fhould  for- 
ward, 
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ward,  by  many  days,  die  publication  and  execution  of  the 
fufpenfion. 

The  King  leaves  it  to  her  Majefty  to  decide,  whether 
this  treaty  fhould  be  figned  in  the  manner  I  now  propofe, 
or  at  Utrecht?  I  believe  you  will  experience  no  diffi- 
culty with  rcfpedt  to  the  conditions,  as  I  copied  exactly 
thole  you  fent  me  in  your  lail  letter.  I  am,  &c. 

Dii  TORCY. 

I  left  a  blank  for  the  term  cf  the  fufpenfion ;  the  King 
referring  it  to  her  Majefty  to  fill  up.  It  appears,  however, 
neceflary  to  obfcrve,  that  a  fufpenfion  for  t\vq  months 
•only  has  no  relation  to  the  terms  ftipulated  for  the  mutual 
reftitution  of  efteds  taken  at  fea.  If  the  Queen  wifties 
that  the  treaty  now  fent  foould  be  figned  at  London,  as  the 
King  has  ordered  me  to  fign  it  here,  I  muft  entreat  you  to 
fend  me,  betide  the  copy  1  requeft  for  my  fignature,  her 
Britannic  MajeflVs  ratification  ;  and  as  foon  as  1  receive 
it,  I  will  fend  oft'  a  nieftbnger  with  the  ratification  of  the 
King. 


From  the  Jlfarquis  de  Torcy.      (Page  472.) 

S  I  R, 

Fontainhlcau,  July  zSrh,  1712. 

I  WOULtp  not  mention  in  letters  of  bufmefs,  my  very 
fincere  compliment  upon  the  juftice  her  Majefty  has  done 
to  your  important  fervices.  1  dare  afTure  you,  that  no  one 
is  more  fe,niib!e  of  it  than  I  am>  and  I  earneftly  wi(h,  this 
favour  may  be  a  forerunner  of  every  reward  you  deferve. 
You  ought  to  expect  this  from  fo  enlightened  a  Princefs, 
who  fo  well  knows  your  zeal  and  abilities. 

I  beg  you  to  believe  that  1  iha!l  always  feel  interefted 
in  your  fatisfaclion,  fo  truly  am  I,  &c. 

DE   TORCY. 

1  hope  IVt.  Calandrini  does  me  juftice  with  you,  Sir  ; 
he  knows  I  omit  nothing  to  fettle  his  bufmefs  ;  he  knows 
alfo,  that  we  are  well  dilpofed  to  pleafe  him,  and,  in  the 
end,  I  hope  the  confequenc.es  will  anfwer  our  good  inten- 
tions. 
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To  the  Marquis  de  T.orcy.     (Page  473.) 

Whitehall,  July  21  ft,   1712. 

NO  one  can  be  more  fenfible  than  I  am,  Sir,  of  your 
kindnefs,  and  I  return  you  my  very  humble  thanks  for  the 
concern  you,  in  fo  obliging  a  manner,  take  in  the  honour 
the  Queen  has  juft  conferred  upon  me. 

Nothing  do  I  defire.more  than  to  deferve  your  evreem, 
and,  fuch  is  my  turn  of  mind,  that  the  friendfnip  of  a  man 
like  you,  would  be  more  dear  to  me,  than  all  the  titles 
in  the  world.  In  this  believe  my  fincerity,  and  that  I 
am,  &c. 

B. 

M.  Calandrini  is  too  fortunate  in  finding  fo  generous 
and  powerful  a  protector.  His  heart  is  alive  to  all  your 
goodnefs.  I  hope,  at  laft,  the  refult  will  be  equal  to 
your  good  intentions  j  but,  mod  certainly,  1  fliall  ever  be 
under  an  obligation  to  you.  , 


To  tlie  Marquis  de  Torcy.     (Page  474-) 

S  IR, 

Whitehall,  July  *ift,  1711. 

YESTERDAY  evening,  by  la  Vigne,  I  received  the 
honour  of  your  letter  of  the  a8th  inft.  N.S.  As  I  was 
then  going  to  Court,  I  took  the  Abbe  Gaultier  with  me, 
that  he  might  be  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  effect  it  might  have. 
I  can  allure  you,  Sir,  no  letter  ever  produced  two  effects 
fo  oppofite.  The  Queen  faw,  with  the  utmoft  fatisfa"olion, 
that  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  was  fettled,  and  might  be  pub- 
liflied  in  few  days,  which  fhe  looks  upon  as  the  moft . 
effectual  method  to  make  the  States-General,  particularly, 
more  tractable,  and  to  increafe  the  number  of  thofe  in 
this  country  who  wifh  for  peace.  On  the  other  hand,  her 
Majefty  fees,  with  much  furprife  and  regret,  the  Moft 
Chriftian  King,  at  this  late  period,  infifting,  either  that 
the  Catholic  Low  Countries  fhould  be  ceded  to  the  quon- 
dam Elector  of  Bavaria,  or  that  that  Prince  fhould  be  made 
King  of  Sicily. 

The  firft  proportion  can  never  take  place,  becaufe  in  the 

offers  made  by  your  Minifters  at  Utrecht,  and  in  the  plan 

i  of 
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of  the  general  peace,  drawn  up  in  confequence  pf  what 
paffed  between  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain,  and 
thofe  of  France  ;  it  is  there  faid,  that  the  Catholic  Nether- 
lands, except  what  fhall  remain  with  the  King,  and  except 
.Ouelderland,  fhall  belong,  in  fovereignty,  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  ;  and  becaufe  we  muft  begin  a  new  war  to  force 
the  Imperialifts  and  Dutch  to  confent  to  it. 

The  quondam  Elector  of  Bavaria  is  already  mafter  of 
Luxemburg,  Namur,  Charleroy,  and  Nieuport;  It  only 
depends  upon  the  Queen's  having  troops  in  Ghent  and 
Bruges  :  but,  Sjr,  the  States-General  are  in  pofleflion  qf 
the  reft  of  thefe  provinces  :  the  allied  army  is  very  con- 
fiderable,  as  well  in  number  as  in  goodnefs  of  troops,  anjj 
the  check  it  received  at  the  camp  of  Denain,  will  not  difablc 
it  from  the  defence  of  conquefts  already  made,  when  rein- 
forced and  fupported  by  the  Queen.  In  a  word,  Sir,  it  is 
neither  agreeable  to  her  Majeily's  honour,  nor  h-r  intereft, 
to  make  war  againft  her  allies,  ungrateful  as  they  have 
been,  in  favour  of  a  Prince,  whofe  fituation  fhe  has  la- 
mented, and  for  whom  fhe  conceived  (he  had  done  enough, 
by  promiGng  to  infift,  at  the  treaty  of  peace,  that  part 
of  thofe  dominions,  the  whole  of  which  he  had  loft  in  the 
\var,  fhould  be  reftbred  to  him. 

The  fecond  proportion  was,  in  truth,  made  in  the  plan 
I  mention ;  but  the  Queen,  fo  far  from  confenting  to  it? 
could  never  perfuade  herfelf  that  this  article  could  poflibly 
ftop  the  negociation.  Upon  another  fubjedt  you  refer  me 
to  the  map,  permit  me,  if  you  pleafe,  to  refer  you  to  it 
upon  this.  Caft  but  your  eye  upon  it,  and  you  muft  ac- 
knowledge, that  there  is  a  very  great  inconfiftency  in  the 
proportion  of  giving  to  the  fame  Prince,  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  and  the  Electorate  cf  Bavaria:  fach  a  difpofition 
•would  caufe  continual  Jealoufy,  and  would  prove  the  fource 
of  difputes  and  quarrels,  particularly  among  thofe  nations, 
whofe  ftrict  union  and  indiflbluble  amity  are  the  points  of 
view  to  which  we  have  fo  long  directed  qur  plails. 

The  Queen's  Minifters  are  far  from  wifhing  that  the 
King  fhould  act  contrary  to  his  word  and  his  honour  j  but, 
Sir,  after  having  exerted  himfelf  for  his  ally,  as  much  as  he 
ceuld  reafonably  expect,  fomething  muft  be  done  for  the 
fake  of  the  peace,  and  the  intereft  of  an  individual  muft 
yield  to  the  general  intereft  of  Europe.  You  will  doubtlefs 
feel  the  force  of  this  argument,  fmce  you  well  know  this 

"  negociation 
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negociation  was  begun  and  carried  on,  upon  the  fuppo- 
fition  that  the  Queen  fhould  depart  from  fome  conditions, 
which,  of  right,  fhe  was  bound  to  procure  for  her  allies. 

I  will  not  weary  you,  Sir,  with  long  reafonings.  You 
fee  as  plain  as  I  do,  of  what  confequence  it  is  in  the  pre- 
fent  crifis,  that  peace  fhould  be  made  between  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Spain.  The  wife  arrangements  of  Providence, 
have  made  that  practicable  now,  which  fome  time  ago  we 
dared  not  hope  for ;  let  us  then  avail  ourfelves  of  the  op- 
portunity, and  not  lofe  the  fruit  of  our  toil. 

Much  may  be  faid  as  to  the  barrier  demanded  by  the 
Duke  of"  Savoy.     Her  Majefty  is  perfuaded  that  France 
will  have  no  caufe  to  be  alarmed  at  this  Prince ;  but  it  is 
evident  that,  with  lefs  than  has  been  offered  to  him,  there 
will  be  great  reafon  to  be  alarmed  for  him.     The  Queen 
is   far  from  wifhing    to  aggrandize  him  on   the  fide  of 
France,  and  at  the  expence  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty ;  fhe  only  intends  his  fecurity,  and  has  no  doubt  it 
may  be  effected  to  the  mutual  fatisfacYion  of  the  King,  and 
of  his  Royal   Highnefs,  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
them,  to  which  treaty  the  ultimate  difcuffion  of  thefe  points 
may  be  referred;  but,  Sir,  I  am  ordered  to- tell  you,  that 
the  Queen  will  in  no  wife  recede  from  her  propofal  to  the 
King,  in  my  letter  of  iyth  and  i8th  inft.  O.S.  concern- 
ing the  right  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  the  Crown  of  Spain, 
and  the  Indies,  after  King  Philip  and  his  defcendants ;  and 
with  refpe<St  to  the  immediate  ceffion  of  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  to  his  faid  Royal  Highnefs,  fhe  infifts,  and  will  al- 
ways infift  upon  it ;  and  after  all  fhe  has  done,  and  all  fhe 
is  to  do,  to  fecure  the  conclufion'of  the  general  peace, 
fhe  thinks  fhe  is  entitled  to  fuch  a  condefcenfion  on  the  part 
of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty. 

You  have  often  repeated  to  me,  Sir,  that  there  is  no 
time  to  be  loft :  I  agree  with  you :  but  we  fhall  lofe  it, 
and  continue  fo  to  do,  until  this  point  is  fettled.  Our 
Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht  will  remain  inactive;  the 
Duke  of  Argyle's  journey,  who  is  going  to  Spain,  and  is, 
on  his  way  thither,  to  concert  with  you  the  neceflary  means 
to  finifh  the  war,  at  once,  in  that  country,  will  be  deferred. 
The  orders  to  be  fent  to-morrow  to  Sir  John  Jennings, 
who  commands  her  Majefty's  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean, 
will  be  put  off  to  another  time  >  and,  laftly,  the  convey- 
ance 
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ance  of  the  forces  from  Genoa  to  Catalonia,  of  which  you 
complain,  will  be  continued. 

I  {ball  wait,  with  impatience,  the  return  of  la  Vigne ; 
be  pleafed.tofend  him  back,  Sir,  with  the  utmoft  diligence, 
that  both  of  us  may  know  what  we  have  to  depend  upon. 

As  it  would  hot  be  proper  that  the  difpatches,  with  which 
my  meflenger,  who  went  from  hence  laft  Saturday,  was  en- 
trufted,  fhould  go  to  Turin,  I  muft  beg  you,  Sir,  in  cafe 
you  have  detained  him,  to  give  him  the  inclofed  order ; 
and  if,  unfortunately,  he  has  proceeded  on  his  journey, 
have  the  goodne&  to  fend  the  fame  order  after  him  by  one 
of  your  meflengers,  who,  fpeaking  the  language  and  know- 
ing the  route  better,  will  certainly  overtake  him. 

You  are  right,  Sir,  when  you  fay  a  refufal  muft  be  dif- 
agreable,  both  to  him  who  makes  it,  and  to  him  who  re- 
ceives it.  I  never  received  a  letter  that  gave  me  more  pain 
than  that  which  arrived  from  you  yefterday,  and  I  affure 
you,  I  never  wrote  one  with  lei's  pleafure  than  I  do  this. 

I  am,  &c. 
•• .  i  '  B. 

1  .     From  the  Marquis  de  'farcy.      (Page  492-) 

S  I  R, 

Fontainbleau,  Auguft  4th,  1712. 

I  YESTERDAY  received  by  one  of  your  meffengers, 
the  honour  of  your  letters  of  1716,  i8th,  and  this  morning, 
that  of  the  2ift  July  was  delivered  to  me  by  the  melTenger 
I  difpatched  to  you  the  26th,  and  whom  you  fent  back  to 
me  with  la  Vigne. 

If  my  letter  of  the  28th  gave  you  uneafmefs,  I  aflure 
you,  Sir,  I  differed  no  lefs  when  I  found  by  the  anfvrer 
to  it,  that  foreign  interefts  ftop  the  conclufion  of  the  peace, 
at  a  time  when  it  appeared  as  near  as  it  was  certain.  I 
could  not  dread  fliipwreck  when  in  fight  of  the  harbour, 
and  in  fpite  of  all  new  difficulties,  I  ftill  hope,  that  the 
anfwer  which  I  expect  from  you,  Sir,  to  the  letter  \  have 
the  honour  to  write  this  day,  will  confole  us  both,  for  the 
unhappinefs  our  laft  letters  have  mutually  occafioned. 

For  this  purpofe  the  Queen  muft  have  fatisfaction  upon 
the  article  relative  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  but  (he  muft  alfo 
take  into  confideration  his  A4ajefty's  engagements  to  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  aflift  him  to  make  good  his  word, 
pledged  to  an  ally}  whofe  fidelity  is  irreproachable,  and  who 

has 
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has   for  many  years  been  deprived  of  his  dominions,  far 
having  flood  firm  to  his  promifes. 

It  is  very  true,  Sk,  fomething  muft  be  conceded  for  the 
fake  of  peace,  and  It  is  very  right  that  the  intereft  of  an 
individual  fhould  give  way  to  the  general  intereft  of  Eu- 
rope ;  but  you  will  not  deny  that  the  King  has  experienced 
the  force  of  this  argument ;  the  coflions  made  by  his  Ma- 
jefty, are  proofs  of  it,  add  to  this  alfo,  his  offers  for  the 
fake  of  the  general  peace,  the  renunciation  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  the  number  and  importance  of  the  diftri£ts  he  gives 
up,  the  pofitive  and  real  afTurances  of  the  King's  fmcerity, 
which  the  Queen  received  before  (he  entered  into  any  En- 
gagement on  her  part.  You  muft  allow,  Sir,  that  no 
monarch  ever  did  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  the  peace,  or  ever 
.extended  fo  far  his  compliances  for  the  reiteration  of  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe. 

His  Majefty  has  neither  difguifed  his  engagements,  nor 
his  intentions,  with  refpeit  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria. 
You  will  recollect,  the  plan  of  the  general  peace,  drawn 
up  by  the  King's  order ;  you  will  there  find,  that  when  your 
Plenipotentiaries  demanded  Sicily  for  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
the  King  jjepjied,  that  that  kingdom  was  the  only  cjmpen- 
fation  which  the  Elector  could  have,  if  he  were  forced  t<> 
give  up  his  claim  to  the  Netherlands ;  and  that  his  Majefty, 
as  well  as  the  King  of  Spain,  were  engaged  to  procure 
him  a  remuneration  for  his  lofles,  that  therefore,  on  con- 
dition of  having  .Sicily,  he  would  give  up  his  right  to  the 
Spanifti  Low  Countries  ;  that  he  would  nlfo,  upon  the 
fame  condition,  make  over  to  the  Elector  Palatine,  for  his 
life,  and  after  him  to  Prince  Charles  of  Neubourg  his  bro- 
ther, the  Upper  Palatinate,  with  the  dignity  and  rank  of 
firft  Elector,  becaufe  the  title  of  King  would  remove  any 
thf^race  in  the  lofs  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  might  liiftaSn  in 
bis  rank  in  the  Ele£toral  College. 

This,  Sir,  is  th-  fubftance  of  the  plan  I  have  quoted, 
and  I  only  refer  to  it  in  my  turn,  to  (how  you,  that  the 
King  has  not  changed  his  mind  in  regard  to  the  articles  it 
contained.  The  Abbe  Gaultier  might  ofcen  have  told  you, 
that  his  Majefty  having  well  weighed  all  the  conditions  of 
it,  would  not  relax  in  any  one,  and  that  he  thought  he 
gave  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  a  particular  inftance  of 
his  confidence,  by  dcpofitin^  \vith  her  the  fecret  of  his 
ultimate,'  intention* 

Were 
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Were  the  King,  at  this  day,  to  demand  new  advantage*, 
the  enemies  of  peace  would  certainly  cry  out,  that  the  fuc- 
tefs  of  his  Maj.fty's  arms  had  altered  his  fentiments  ;  but 
you  know  it  is  nearly  four  months  fince  I  mentioned  what 
I  have  the  honour  to  repeat  to-day }  and  the  King  thinks 
he  has  now  a  right  to  r.xpecl,  as  much  as  formerly,  fom« 
tokens  of  the  Queen's  wifhes  to  pleafe  him.  And  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  none  can  be  more  grateful  to  his  Majefty, 
than  being  enabled  to  accomplish  his  engagements  with  an 
ally,  whom  he  can  never  abandon. 

You  may  anfwer,  that  the  Queen  is  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion, with  refpett  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy;  it  was  for  this 
reafon  1  obferved  at  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  that  the 
Queen  muft  have  fatisfa&ion  upon  the  article  relating  to 
this  Prince,  and  the  King  has  relblved  to  confent  to  the 
principal  part  of  her  wilhes,  provided  fhe  will  alfo  affift 
his  Majefty  in  procuring  fame  fatisfadrion  for  the  Eleitor 
of  Bavaria.  In  the  fequel  of  my  letter,  I  fhall  propofe  fuch 
expedients  as  may  be  ufed. 

The  Queen  demands  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
that  the  King  do  immediately  declare,  he  acknowledges 
the  right  of  that  Prince  to  the  Spanifn  fucceffion,  after  the 
Catholic  King  and  his  defendants;  that  he  do  promifethat 
the  King  and  the  States  of  Spain  fhall  acknowledge  him 
alfo;  that  the  Princes  of  France,  efpecially  the  Dukes  of 
Berry  and  Orleans,  fliall  approve,  ratify,  and  confirm  every 
thing  that  (hall  be  done  for  the  recognition  of  the  right 
of  fucceffion ;  that,  moreover,  his  Majeity  do  promife  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  as  well  for  himfelf,  as  for  the  King  his 
grandfon,  the  execution  of  every  thing  that  may  be  found 
neceflary  to  fecure  to  this  Prince,  and  his  family,  the  fuc- 
ceflion  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  in  default  of 
the  Catholic  King  and  his  defendants  ;  that  he  do  promiic 
particularly,  that  the  King  of  Spain  will,  of  his  own 
accord  and  by  authority,  abfolve  his  fubjects  from  all  oaths 
to  the  contrary  which  they  may  have  taken  ;  that  he  will, 
recal  and  annul  them,  as  alfo  all  declarations  whatever, 
made  in  favour  of  Princes  of  his  blood. 

You  fee,  Sir,  by  my  letter  of  the  28th,  that  the  King 
expected  demands  of  this  kind,  for  the  fubftitution  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  arid  his  defcendants,  to  the  Crown  of  Spain. 
So  that  his  Majeliy  has  no  objection  to  grant  them,  and 
to  engage  for  the  King  his  grandfon,  and  the  Princes  of 
4  his 
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his  "blood,  to  execute  the  acts  of  recognition  and  confir- 
mation fpecified  in  your's  of  iyth  July. 

He  confLnts  alfo,  that  thefe  a6ts  (hould  be  executed  at 
die  fame  time  as  the  fecurities,  to  prevent  the  reunion  of 
the  two  monarchies,  are  finally  accomplifhcd.  But  for 
this  purpofe,  it  is  neceflary,  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy  fhould 
be  at  peace  with  the  King,  and  the  King  of  vspain  ;  a 
fimple  fufpenfion  will  not  do,  and  it  were  unjuft  to  call  a 
Prince  to  the  fuccefiion  of  the  Spanifh  Throne,  who  was 
ftiil  actually  numbered  among  the  enemies  of  that  Crown. 

Jt  is,  therefore,  expedient  that,  as  a  general  peace  can- 
not yet  be  effected,  a  feparate  one  (hould  be  made  between 
France,  England,  Spain,  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

Befides  the  fubftitufion  in  favour  of  this  Prince^,  the 
King  of  Spain,  by  the  fame  treaty  of  peace,  which  is  the 
moft  authentic  ait  that  can  be  made,  will  ced«  Sicily  to 
him.  He  will,  as  you  propofe,  declare,  that  by  virtue  of 
this  ceflion,  he  holds,  until  the  conclusion  of  the  general 
peace,  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  for,  and  in  the  name  of,  the 
Duke  of  Savoy. 

That  this  Prince,  in  execution  of  the  treaty,  may  take 
poffeflion  of  this  kingdom  whenever  he  pleafes,  as  foon  as 
the  general  peace  is  ratified.  That,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
King  of  Spain  will  abfolve  the  inhabitants  of  that  kingdom 
from  all  oaths  of  fidelity  to  him,  and  order  them  to  ac- 
knowledge the  Duke  of  Savoy  as  their  lawful  King  and 
Sovereign.  That  the  galleys  and  other  veffels  belonging 
to  Sicily,  with  their  crews,  ihall  be,- at  the  fame  time,  given 
up  to  that  Prince,  together  with  all  titles,  papers,  and  do- 
cuments, relating  to  the  kingdom  of  Sicil , . 

The  other  claufes  you  mention,  Sir,  for  the  fecurity  and 
guaranty  of  all  conditions  that  may  be  agreed  upon  with  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  (hall  alfo  be  inferted  in  the  treaty,  as  alfo 
the  promife  to  fupport  him  in  the  poSTeflion  of  what  has 
been  ceded  to  him,  by  the  treaty  concluded  at  Turin, 
November  8th,  1703,  with  the  Emperor  Leopold. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  principal  and  moft  important  parts 
cf  the  Queen's  demands  in/avour  of  that  Prince, and  which 
the  King  grants  upon  the  following  conditions  : 

Firft,  That  it  be  effe6ted  by  a  treaty  of  feparate  peace, 
between  France,  Great  Britain,  Spain,  and  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  and  not  upon  the  profpedr.  of  only  a  fimple  fufpen- 
fion of  arms  for  a  time. 

VOL.  II.  S  f  Second, 
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Second,  That  the  Qu  en  of  Great  Brtain  do  engage 
to  procure,  in  concert  with  the  King,  the  reeftabliftiment 
of  the  Ele&or  of  Bavaria  in  his  ftates.  ami  dignities,  ex- 
cept the  firft  rank  in  the  Electoral  College,  which  the 
Ele&or  Palatine,  and  after  him,  Prince  Charles  his  brother, 
are  to  e  joy,  during  their  lives,  as  I  before  mentioned,  to- 
gether with  a  remuneration  for  the  Elector,  according  to 
one  of  the  two  expedients  I  am  now  about  to  propofe. 
The  firft,  that  Prince  to  keep  the  fovereignty  and  property 
of  the  two  provinces  in  the  Catholic  Netherlands  of  which 
he  is  now  in  pofleffion  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  Duchy  of  Lux- 
emburg and  the  county  of  Namur,  with  the  cities  and  for- 
trefles  of  that  name,  and,  generally,  all  their  dependencies, 
as  well  as  Charleroyand  Nieuport.  The  King  would  even 
confentto  difpofe  of  Nieuport  as  her  Majefty  might  judge 
moft  proper.  By  accepting  this  expedient,  {he  would  be 
obliged  to  enter  into  a  war  with  her  allies,  in  favour  of 
a  Prince  whofe  fituation  (he  laments,  for  he  is  a£tually 
in  pofleffion  of  thofe  provinces  and  places  which  the  King 
propofes  he  fhould  retain. 

As  it  is  even  neceflary,  according  to  the  rules  of  juftice, 
that  he  fhould  confent  to  forego  his  right  to  a  pofleffion 
legally  belonging  to  him,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  King 
of  Spain,  fhouldi  this  firft  expedient  not  be  agreed  to,  and 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  ftill  perfift  in  referring  all  the 
Low  Countries  to  the  dJpofal  of  her  allies,  the  fecond  ex- 
pedieni  which  the  King  propofes,  to  Obtain  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria's  confent  to  the  ceflion  of  the  provinces  and  places 
of  which  he  is  in  pofleffion,  is  to  procure  for  him  in  ex- 
change the  kingdom  of  Sardinia.  This  equivalent,  of  fmall 
confideration  in  itfelf,  will  only  give  the  Elector  the  title  of 
royalty  which  he  may  regard  as  a  kind  of  recompence 
for  the  rank  he  will  lofe  in  the  Electoral  College. 

Notwithftanding  the  diftance,  and  fmall  connection  be- 
tween Sardinia  and  the  Electorate  of  Bavaria,  there  is  no 
inccnfiftency  in  the  fame  Prince  pofleffing  both.  Suffer 
me,  Sir,  to  teil  you,  that  neither  was  there  any  in  giving 
the  Elector  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  and  far  from  confi- 
dering  this  arrangement  as  likely  to  occafion  continual  jea- 
louly  and  quarrels  between  France  and  England,  it  -is 
much  to  be  feared  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy  will  make  ufe  of 
it  to  the  prejudice  of  both  nations. 

It  is  already  reported,  that  his  defign  is  to  exchange  Si- 
i  cily 
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cily  for  the  Milanefe,  and  I  beg  you,  will  remember  what 
you  wrote  to  me,  that  England  is  not  lefs  interefted  than. 
France  to  prevent  that  ifland  falling  into  the  power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria. 

The  lall  condition  which  the  King  attaches  to  his  con- 
fent  to  the  demands  made  by  her  Majefty  in  favour  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  is,  that  this  Prince  do  defift  from  all  ulte- 
rior preteniions  he  may  form  under  the  name  of  a  barrier. 
His  Majefty  knows  better  than  any  perfori,  the  frontiers  of 
his  kingdom,  and  what  is  neceflary  for  its  fecurity.  He 
thinks  he  has  done  a  great  deal  for  the  fake  of  the  peace,  by 
granting  Exilles  and  Feneftrelles  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 
He  will  grant  nothing  more,  and  as  he  has  hitherto  fincerely 
declared  his  intentions  to  die  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  it 
would  be  contrary  to  that  good  faith  always  obferved  du- 
ring the  negociation,  were  the  difcuffion  of  an  article,  which 
his  Majefty  is  determined  conftantly  to  refufe,  referred  to 
the  conferences  at  Utrecht. 

I  do  not  think,  Sir,  that  I  lofe  any  time,  when  I  candidly 
explain  to  you  what  is  the  King's  opinion,  what  he  is  will- 
ing to  do  in  confideration  of  the  Queen,  and,  at  tne  fame 
time,  his  Majefty's  engagements  with  his  allies.  His 
wifhes  to  accomplifh  thefe  engagements  ought  to  merit  the 
commendation  of  a  Princefs  To  fenfible  of  true  glory,  and 
fo  attentive  to  the  interefts  of  her  own  allies. 

A   good    under  Handing  will  foon  be  formed  on   folid 
grounds,  and  her  Britannic  Majefty  has   already  received 
fuch  proofs  of  the  King's  confidence,  that  I  cannot  be  in- 
duced to  fuppofe  me  will  refufe  to  acquiefce  with  thofe  at*- 
guments  which  oblige  his  Majefty  to  fulfil  his  engagements. 
So  that  I  hope  the  promifos  you  made  me  in  your  for- 
mer letters  will  be  immediately  executed.    It  would  be  dif* 
trefling  to  think,  that  the  delay  in  fending  the  Queen's  or- 
ders  to  Catalonia,  and   to  the  coafts  of  Italy,  Ihould  be 
productive  of  inconveniences  much  eafier  prevented  than 
repaired.   You  are  perfectly  aware  of  the  confequences,  and 
you  are  very  zealous  for  the  peace  ;  fo  that  I  doubt  not  you 
will  reprefent  to  the  Queen,  in  ftrong  terms,  the  impor- 
tance of  concluding  the  work  begun,  and  now  fo  near  per- 
fection ;  it  is  for  tieir  common  intereft  that   it  fhould  be 
kept  no  longer  in  fufpenfe  at  a  time  when  foreign  interefts 
are   alone  concerned,  and   when   the  King  yields   to  the 
Queen's  importunity,  every  thing  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
can  aik  that  is  molt  eflential  for  him. 

As 
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As  you  defired,  me,  Sir,  to  haften  and  facilitate  the 
journey  of  your  meflenger  to  Turin,  1  greatly  fear  that  the 
one  fent  off,  only  eighteen  hours  after  him,  will  not  be 
able  to  overtake  him.  J  am,  &c. 

DE  TORGY. 

To  the  Afxrqitis  de  Torcy.      (Page  305.)    - 
SIR, 

Whitehall,  July  3®th,    OS.   1712. 

On  Monday  laft  I  received  the  honour  of  your  letter 
of  the  4th  of  Auguft,  N.S.  and  the  Queen  has  commanded 
me  to  make  known  to  you,  that  (he  has  ordered  me  im- 
mediately to  repair  to  your  Court, 

I  ma  1  fet  off  from  hence  nejct  Saturday ;  I  may  arrive 
at  Calais  on  Sunday,  arjd  I  hope,  before  the  end  of  the  week, 
under  the  aufpiees  of  the  Abbe  Gaultier,  to  have  the  fa^ 
tisfa&ion  of  faluting  you  at  Fontainbleau, 

You  will  have  no  objection,  Sir,  to  my  deferring  till 
then  what  I  have- to  fay  to  you,  upon  the  contents  of  your 
difpatch.  Let  me  aflure  you,  I  accept  the  commiffion  with 
•which  I  am  entrufled,  with  fo  much  the  greater  pjeafure, 
as  I  depend  upon  the  goodnefs  you  have  manifested  to- 
wards me  ever  fmce  I  have  had  the  advantage  of  corre- 
fponding  with  you. 

Mr.  Prior  accompanies  me,  and  flatters  himfelf  he  fliaU 
be  fo  fortunate  as  to  remain  with  you. 

•  '       J  am,  &c, 
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John,   1st  Viscount 
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